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--TRUST LAND TRANSFER APPLICATION

(This application is available electronically.)
Submit by 4:00 PM on June 16, 2022 for consideration for the next funding cycle

The Trust Land Transfer program is an innovate tool for the Washington State Legislature, through the Department
of Natural Resources, to address several land management needs. Specifically, this tool enables DNR to achieve
the following:
o Transfer out of economically under-performing state trust lands and acquire funds to purchase replacement
lands with higher long-term income producing potential
o Conserve lands that have high ecological values or public benefits

Applicant’s name: NE Region Staff name: Pat Ryan

Address: 225 S Silke Rd Address: 225 S Silke Rd

City, State, Zip: Colville, WA 99114-9369 City, State, Zip: Colville, WA 99114-9369
Phone: 509-684-7474 Phone: 509-640-1255

E-mail: E-mail: pat.ryan@dnr.wa.gov

Parcel name/moniker: Rustler’s Gulch

Property Information

For proposals with more than one trust ownership, or in more than one county, describe parcels separately:

1. |County: |Pend Section: NE1/4, NE1/4, [Township: [30N Range: 43E  B&M Parcel#:
Oreille 18

County: Section: 'Township: Range: B&M Parcel#:
County: Section: 'Township: Range: B&M Parcel#:

2. What is the land currently zoned as? Public Lands

3. What is the current land type/land cover? Forest

4. What are the current uses of the property? [Timber Management

5. [Total project acres: 40 |Tota| acres forest: }40

6. [Proposed receiving agency. Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

7. What trust(s) does this property currently belong to?

Trust#1 | Common School (Trust 03) Acres 40

Trust #2 Acres

Trust #3 Acres




Property Evaluation

Please help us picture the uniqueness or importance of this property for Trust Land Transfer.

Projects are ranked on four criteria: (1) ECOLOGICAL VALUES, (2) PUBLIC BENEFITS, (3) COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT AND SUPPORT, AND (4) ECONOMIC IMPACTS. This information will help establish your
preliminarv ranking with the other proiects submitted for consideration. You mav attach extra pages. if needed.

The questions and statements under each criteria may be used as general guidance to describe the project in more detail.
There may be other relevant or unique characteristics of the parcel, not be listed here, for each criteria that may used to
describe the property being proposed for transfer.

CRITERIA: ECOLOGICAL VALUES

This criterion focuses on the attributes of the property and the ecological values protected or gained from the transfer of the
property and its resources.

Ecological values may include:
o Federal or state endangered or threatened plant, fish, or wildlife species
Rare or unique plant or wildlife communities
Site with ecological significance on a global, regional, state, ecosystem, or watershed level
Habitat for wide-ranging migratory species, especially winter range
Landscape features or ecosystem services (such as wetlands to reduce flooding, vegetative cover to provide shade
and reduce surface temperature, or cover crops to limit erosion) that might alleviate or mitigate natural hazards such
as flood, fire, drought, etc.
o Characteristics such as high potential for old-growth habitat, or providing continuity of wildlife corridors
o Watershed protection such as protecting water supply or buffering public drinking water supply
e Describe the parcel’s ecological values. Consider factors such as the ecological and biological quality of the habitat and the
habitat’s role in supporting key species.

o Describe the stewardship or management practices of the receiving agency to perpetuate the ecological values of the
parcel. For example, does the agency have the ability to manage, monitor and protect these values once the parcel is
transferred? Would the parcel fit within the agency’s long-term conservation planning efforts?

e Is the parcel near or adjacent to other protected lands, either public or private?

O O O O

There are no state or federal endangered or threatened plant, fish, or wildlife species on this site. This TLT would
expand the WDFW managed West Branch Little Spokane Unit of the Sherman Creek Wildlife Area by adding 40
acres of DNR managed, forested trust land that is surrounded on all sides be the existing wildlife area. WDFW
would like to acquire this parcel to facilitate management of wildlife habitat, conserve public land, and provide
outdoor recreational activities to the public.

WDFW has the ability to manage, monitor and protect ecological values of the parcel. This parcel has moose, white
tailed deer, coyote, and several bird species that utilize this parcel as well as the surrounding WDFW wildlife area.
The public strongly supported the creation of the WDFW Wildlife Area and it acquisition through the Recreation and
Conservation Office’s granting process as critical wildlife habitat. WDFW has provided the Sherman Creek Wildlife
Area Management Plan.

WDFW will be conducting a Cultural Resource Survey.



CRITERIA: PUBLIC BENEFITS

Public benefits means a positive effect on the general public or one or more groups of people or community interests.
Examples may include:
o Resource-based outdoor recreation’, parks, and/or public use, including accessible opportunities
Public green space or open space
Distinctive scenic or aesthetic features
Archeological, non-tribal cultural, or historical significance that have been previously documented
Scientific research
Outdoor education
o Describe the public benefits that are provided by this parcel now, and would continue upon the transfer, or the public
benefits that would be provided by the transfer.

O O O O O

e Cite any publicly reviewed or adopted plans that support the need for the public benefits identified.
o Identify the communities that would be served by the parcel.

o Include any overburdened community?, underserved population®, or vulnerable population* that might receive
direct public benefits from this transfer.

o Describe how proximity to this parcel might increase the stated public benefit.

WDFW wishes to acquire this parcel to facilitate management of wildlife habitat, conserve public land, and provide
outdoor recreational activities for the public.

The public strongly supported the creation of the WDFW Wildlife Area and it acquisition through the Recreation and
Conservation Office’s granting process as critical wildlife habitat.

Currently, the site is open to multiple use such as hunting, hiking, bird watching, etc for the public. These activities
will continue if transferred to WDFW.

DNR does not have access to the parcel which prohibits management of the site.
The site and surrounding WDFW lands are open to the public. Due to its location, southern Pend Oreille and

northern Spokane County communities are expected to have the highest use and benefit. WDFW has sent a letter
of support from their Lands Division Manager, Cynthia Wilkerson, and is included in the folder.

1 Resource-based outdoor recreation is dependent on a particular element or combination of elements in the natural and cultural environments that cannot
be easily duplicated by humans. Examples include but are not limited to trail use, camping, boating, swimming, picnicking, nature study.

2 “Overburdened community" means a geographic area where vulnerable populations face combined, multiple environmental harms and health impacts,
and includes, but is not limited to, highly impacted communities as defined in RCW 19.405.020 (ESSSB 5141 Sec. 2 (11)). "Highly impacted community"
means a community designated by the department of health based on cumulative impact analyses in RCW 19.405.140 or a community located in census
tracts that are fully or partially on "Indian country" as defined in 18 U.S.C. Sec. 1151.

3 Underserved populations (34 USC & 12291(a)(39) means populations who face barriers in accessing victim services, and includes populations underserved
because of geographic location or religion, underserved racial or ethnic populations, populations underserved because of special needs (such as language
barriers, disabilities, alienage status, or age) and any other population determined to be underserved by the Attorney General or the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, as appropriate.

4 "ulnerable populations" means population groups that are more likely to be at higher risk for poor health outcomes in response to environmental harms
(ESSSB 5141 Sec. 2 (14)). "Vulnerable populations" includes, but is not limited to: (i) Racial or ethnic minorities;11 (ii) Low-income populations;12 13 (iii)
Populations disproportionately impacted by environmental harms; and14 15 (iv) Populations of workers experiencing environmental harms.
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http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=19.405.140
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/34/12291#a_39

CRITERIA: COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AND SUPPORT

What is the level of community involvement and support for the proposed transfer?

e To what extent has the community been provided with an opportunity to become informed about the project and provide
input?
o Describe efforts to identify and contact all interested parties.
e Describe the level of involvement and support by the community, including local citizens, local organizations, local elected
officials, interest groups, volunteers, public agencies, and others.
e Explain any known opposition to the transfer and any efforts to mitigate or address this opposition. Provide an explanation
of why the transfer should be moved forward despite any community opposition.

o Describe any outreach efforts to overburdened communities, underserved populations, or vulnerable populations regarding
this proposed transfer and the feedback received.

No recent community outreach has occurred. It is known that the local support was strong for the creation of the
WDFW Wildlife Area and it acquisition through the Recreation and Conservation Office’s granting process as
critical wildlife habitat. This parcel went through the Lands 20/20 process and was supported by the WDFW
Commission and their Director.

CRITERIA: ECONOMIC VALUES

Examples of economic industries could include the following:
Commercial leasing

Local Recreation

Local Tourism

Forest products

Non-forest products

Local public services

Shellfish

Agriculture

Other

O O O O O O O O O

Describe the potential positive or negative economic values associated with this transfer.

It is expected that the economic values would be positive due to the dispersed recreation opportunities the site
provides. This would be primarily through local recreation and tourism and the amenities the surrounding
communities can provide.



Applicant’s Comments Section

Other comments you may wish to add about your Trust Land Transfer proposal or property uniqueness.
This transition has had past and current interest. It has been approved in the past under the Lands 20/20 process.
It was also on a prior TLT candidate parcel list.

Receiving Agency Information Section

1. Proposed receiving agency: Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

2. Has the proposed receiving agency been contacted and confirmed interest in this proposed transfer?
Yes[X] No[_|
If yes,
Please provide contact Contact name: Phone Number Email
information at the proposed |Karen Edwards 360-902-8145 (d) Karen.edwards@dfw.wa.gov
receiving agency 360-995-3362 (m) Jerrod.ploof@dfw.wa.gov
Jerrod Ploof 509-290-7323
3. Is there a comprehensive or landscape management plan that would apply to this property once transferred?
Yes X] No[]
If yes, please send a copy with your application
Within the Sherman Creek Wildlife Area management plan
4. Describe how this parcel fits within the context of the receiving agency’s long-term management plans. Please

include any information that supports the agency’s capacity for managing the parcel and preserving the
ecological value and/or public benefits associated with the parcel. If forested, does the receiving agency have
the resources and/or any plans for ensuring forest health and reducing fire risk?

This parcel has gone through the Lands 20/20 process and is supported through the Departments Commission
and received approval from the Director. It was approved in 2017.
See also letter of support from WDFW.

Liens and Encumbrances Section

Liens and Encumbrances

Please list any and all liens and encumbrances on the property proposed the Trust Land Transfer Program.
Examples of liens and/or encumbrances include: utility easements, public rights of way, water flow or water use
restrictions, septic systems or water easements, dump sites, long-term harvest deferrals, other environmental
hazards, transportation corridors, etc.

Land Use License 60-094981 Amendment #2. This license expires June 30, 2022.



mailto:Karen.edwards@dfw.wa.gov
mailto:Jerrod.ploof@dfw.wa.gov
https://wdfw.wa.gov/publications/00535

Testimony and Affiliation

The information in this application is true to the best of my knowledge and beliefs.

Signature Date

Title/position Organization

E-Mail the completed application to:



TLT — Best Interests of the Trust Analysis:
Rustler’s Gulch (40 acres)
Date: 7/4/2022; Bob Winslow

Quantitative assessment (Productivity and Operability)

1. Forest Lands a. Site index score: Low site of | 1.d. There are approximately 25 acres of soil type #6859 Rufus Rock
Productivity approximate mean of PP-61; | Outcrop and 15 acres of soil type #6624 Rasio-Rock Outcrop Series.
Approximately 25 acres of MFP
Marginal Forest Productivity (assume
PP-Site Index 60) and 15 acres of Site
Class 3-(PP-Site Index 90).
b. Tree type: Primarily mixed species
conifers (PP, DF).
c. Stand condition/Base age: Stand
lightly stocked.
d. Soil: Two soil types with a rocky
substrate.
e. Topography: Mostly hilly topography
with rock outcrops, especially in the
center of the parcel.
f. Climate: Inter-mountain west.
g. Timber Volume: Guestimate of
80,000 bf total merchantable volume
for the parcel.
h. Planned Harvests: None
2. Non-forest a. Current Use: Recreation and Open 2.g. The trust investment value is likely negative as the property
lands Space currently and historically has not been leased and no current
L. b. Lease type/revenue: None revenue is present, but ongoing DNR administrative maintenance
productivity c. Harvest levels/crop, if any: None costs make this a negative annual return. Winslow was informed no
d. Soils (identified farmlands of applicable inventory information is available. Ocular guestimate of

commercial significance): N/A

net potentially harvestable tree volume per acre is approximately




Water rights: None

Infrastructure improvements: None

2,000 bf/acre with merchantable tree heights between 50°-110’.
Assume small parcel size combined with access costs makes timber
harvest not economically feasible. More complete valuation
estimates will occur at a later date from other DNR staff.

3. Physical

Access/lack of access: See
explanation.

Unstable or steep slopes/acres
affected: Not steep but may have
water/soil stability issues tied to
geologic hazard referenced below.

Site encumbrances/acres affected:
Wetlands and buffers; Approximately
4 of the 40 acres on county mapping
located in NW corner. Small
wetland/meadow in central western
portion.

Unharvestable/acres affected.
Economically unharvestable; Timber
harvest may be economically
unfeasible for all of the 40 acres.

Other: Geological hazard;
Approximately 25 of the 40 acres on
county mapping.

3.a. - No legal access or easement to the property. DNR could strive
to use the DNR-WDFW inter-agency road access agreement #92-
091851 that was signed in 1975 for limited agency timber harvest
and road construction, but this access agreement would not transfer
to any third parties, and this access limitation/restriction will limit
the market value of this property in any sale.

4. Ecological

Water resources/acres affected:
Wetlands and buffers; Approximately
4 of the 40 acres.

Unique site features (bogs, cliffs,
landscape features, etc. /acres
affected): Part of the middle core of a
larger habitat area.

Endangered or protected
species/acres affected: See
explanation.

4.c.- Past grizzly bear detection in this section. Grizzly bear (Ursus
arctos) is a federally threatened and state endangered species. The
priority habitat and species (PHS) records for WDFW list high
concentrations of moose and white tailed deer for section. The
Rustlers Gulch Unit provides a large contiguous area of healthy
riparian and wetland habitats at low elevation, which is relatively
unique in Eastern Washington and Pend Oreille County. The habitat
supports many declining wildlife species populations such
Townsend's big-eared bat, northern goshawk, western toad,
Columbia spotted frog, and pygmy whitefish.




d. Protected plant species/acres
affected: No known ESA listed plant
species. Wetland vegetation
mapped.

e. Protected cultural resources/acres
affected: Five cultural sites in this
section.

f.  Proximity to other conserved or
scenic lands: Immediately adjacent to
WDFW wildlife area on all four sides
of this property. County conserved
area two miles east from TLT.

g. Other:

Qualitative Asses

sment

5. Social
Pressure

a. Public use/trails: Yes

b. Proximity to urban areas: Short drive
from north Spokane.

c. Proximity to residential land: No

d. Other: Property an easy drive from
Spokane for public access

There is public use of the existing WDFW Rustler’s Gulch Wildlife
Area which surrounds this property. This 40-acre tract is a DNR in-
holding in the middle of this 2,796-acre public wildlife area. Public
uses include fishing, hunting, boating, wildlife viewing.

6. Environmental
Pressure

a. Public concerns with natural resource
management pertaining to
perceived/real environmental
conditions on the property: Yes

b. Other:

Continued trust land management is counter to the expected public
perception for this area to be managed for fish and wildlife habitat
and recreation. New road construction that would be needed across
the WDFW property and DNR property would be difficult or
impossible to obtain and would require a complicated, expensive,
and time consuming grant conversion request and possibly wetland
mitigation requirements. Road construction and timber harvest
would likely be opposed by WDFW, conservationists, and sportsmen.
Strong societal support for this parcel to function as wildlife habitat
and to be conserved.

a. Resource Management challenges:

Many

7.a. - Some of the resource management challenges include: lack of
legal access; expensive new road construction required which




7. Policy Risk b. Impacts to Harvest levels: See #2 involves securing access across WDFW lands; crossing fish bearing
and and #3 above. streams on WDFW roads and grant conversion requests; limited
c. Impacts to Current Use: Current tract | timber volumes to pay for road costs; likely stakeholder resistance to
Governance uses being further restricted soon timber harvest or road building; pending comprehensive plan
due to pending comp. plan changes. | changes which would further restrict permitted uses; zoning
d. Proximity to other DNR managed designation as public lands. As listed in 8.b. below, it appears this
land (or) Isolation from other trust tract and the adjacent WDFW lands will be changed from residential
lands: Isolated from other trust lands | use to Natural Resource (NR) use in the pending and proposed 2021
Other: comprehensive plan change.
8. Land Use a. Current zoning: PL-Public Lands 8.a. and 8.b. - The Public Lands zoning for this county does not allow
Analysis b. Comprehensive Plan designation: further subdivision of a parcel by the county, however since this is a
Pending 2021 plan change underway; | non-Growth Management Act (GMA) county, it appears that
Subject going from Residential into development needed or desired by the agency can potentially occur
NR-Natural Resources under the agency’s planning and development guidelines that are in
c. Existing development trends: concurrence with the counties ordinances. Consultation with county
Adjacent area transitioning into rural | planning staff would be needed for clearer guidance. Under the
residential acreage tracts, but this pending posted 2021 comprehensive plan it appears that this
parcel transitioning into Public Lands | property is being downzoned from the current residential to future
use. natural resources use.
d. Other:
9. Other DNR Program Name: Public auction — Deemed not the best trust transaction option due to
program Public Auction the current lack of legal access or any physical roads. Any purchaser

opportunity

Direct Transfer for cash
Land Exchange
Lease for Alternative Land Use

other than a conservation buyer would be frustrated by public use of
the adjacent wildlife area and public trespassers.

Direct transfer for cash — WDFW does not have any current cash on
hand and their agency has many habitat needs throughout the state,
which makes this trust land transfer a more viable option and tool.
Land exchange — Essentially all or almost all WDFW properties have
deed restrictions attached to their properties which are problematic
or impossible for long-term cost effective trust management, so land
exchanges are not feasible, especially for very small costly land
exchanges such as might occur with this parcel. TLT would be much
for efficient and effective for both of the agencies and for the public.




Lease for alternative land use - This parcel is not suitable for
alternative energy development leases for the following reasons:

e Atonly 40 acres, this parcel is far too small for solar
development. Solar developers prefer sites of at least 1,000
acres, so smaller sites are not as marketable.

e This site is not suitable for wind power because of its
location within a wildlife area.

Summary of Property Assessment:
Property features are not suitable for long-term trust management due to the following:
e lack of legal access
e Low timber volume

e Higher logging costs due to lack of roads and condition of roads

e Access needed across a wildlife agency who has grant encumbrances on their property deed
e Poor leasing revenue potential
e High public interest due to this property being a trust in-holding in the center of a state wildlife area

With the property being a small in-holding within a current state wildlife area, the transfer of this parcel to WDFW and investing this parcels
trust asset value elsewhere appears to be the best scenario for the state trust beneficiary.

Best Interests of the Trust DNR Recommendation:

Recommend keep this parcel on the TLT Pilot Project list for 2022

Internal staff administrative valuation of entire parcel:
Based on fair market value | For internal use only; does not constitute an appraisal

Date: 7/6/22

Tentative estimate:

$100,000 (provided access can be obtained;
if assemblage is required to obtain access
estimate might be less.

Summary:
1) Inclusion of location, asset class, trust, acres, land and
improvement value, and projected cash flow
2) Identify industry standards for fair market value (FMV)
3) Obstacles/encumbrances/assumptions that might affect FMV




Formal appraisal summary: Formal appraisal will be completed if transfer is funded for TLT funding by the Legislature.

Date:

Appraisal:

Summary:
1) Inclusion of location, asset class, trust, acres, land and
improvement value, and projected cash flow
2) Identify industry standards for fair market value (FMV)
3) Obstacles/encumbrances/assumptions that might affect FMV




Additional Information



State of Washington

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 43158, Olympia, WA 98504-3158 « (360) 902-8300 « TDD (360) 902- 2207
Office Location: 600 Capitol Way North, Olympia, WA

May 31, 2022

Bob Winslow sent via email to robert.winslow@dnr.wa.gov
Washington Dept. of Natural Resources

Product Sales and Leasing Division

PO Box 47014

Olympia, Washington 98504-7014

RE: 2022 Trust Land Transfer Pilot Project Properties
Dear Mr. Winslow:

The Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) would like to thank DNR for the
opportunity to provide representation on the Revitalizing Trust Land Transfer (TLT) Phase 1 and
2 workgroups. One of the many outcomes of this revitalization project is a pilot list of properties
that have gone through the newly developed evaluation criteria, resulting in a prioritized list for
approval by DNR’s Board of Natural Resources and submittal to the Legislature for funding in
the 23-25 biennium.

With this letter, DFW hereby expresses support for inclusion of two properties to the upcoming
2022 TLT pilot project list, both of which are approved through DFW’s Lands 20/20 process.
Lands 20/20 is a rigorous and deliberate process DFW performs to determine which properties
best meet the state’s conservation goals and recreational priorities. This process is guided by a
set of strategic acquisition principles and priorities designed to provide guidance in determining
what lands to acquire, resulting in a portfolio of properties reviewed by DFW’s Commission and
approved by our Director.

Chapman Lake

County: Spokane

T/R/S: 22N/R41E/36

Parcel #: 12365.9001

Size: 530+ acres
Approved through Lands 20/20 in 2020, a portion of the larger 530x-acre property will
be developed with an access road from W Cheney Plaza Rd to a planned boating access
site, expected to encompass approximately 20 acres. This will provide boating and other
watercraft access to Chapman Lake for some of the best bass fishing and one of the only



mailto:robert.winslow@dnr.wa.gov
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/wdfw-lands/land-acquisitions#acquisition-priorities
https://wdfw.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2019-12/chapman_lakes.pdf

Bob Winslow

Washington Dept. of Natural Resources
Product Sales and Leasing Division
May 31, 2022

Page 2

kokanee fisheries in Spokane County. DFW'’s draft development site plan is attached,;
however subject to change during the planning process of this development project. This
portion of the property would need to be free of any deed restriction prohibiting
development to allow for this boating access site to be realized.

The remaining portion of the property will be managed by DFW as a valuable recreation
area, such as hiking, hunting, and wildlife viewing with minimal grazing being a
continued use. The property will be stewarded by DFW as part of the Swanson Lakes
Wildlife Area with funding for operation and maintenance included in DFW’s
maintenance level budget request for newly acquired land.

This project has tremendous support from the Board of Spokane County Commissioners
and the public, as demonstrated in the enclosure, along with fishing clubs such as Inland
Empire Fly Fishing Club and Spokane Fly Fishing Club.

Rustler’s Gulch

County: Pend Oreille

T/R/S: 30N/43E/18

Parcel #: N/A (County Assessor’s website)
Size: 40+ acres

Approved through Lands 20/20 in 2017, this property is an inholding within and
surrounded on all four sides by DFW’s Sherman Creek Wildlife Area, Rustler’s Guich
Unit, and will provide contiguous undeveloped natural forest with a high component of
mature conifer cover and freshwater emergent wetland habitat for several conservation
species. This property will be managed by DFW for wildlife and habitat conservation,
and forest health activities in conjunction with contiguous DFW land.

The property will be stewarded as part of the Sherman Creek Wildlife Area, Rustler’s
Gulch Unit, with funding for operation and maintenance included in DFW’s maintenance
level budget request for newly acquired land.

DFW thanks DNR for the opportunity to offer recommendations to the TLT program as a whole
and present support for the inclusion of properties of high importance to our agency. If you have
any questions, or would like to discuss either of these properties in more detail, please feel free
to contact Jerrod Ploof, DFW Region 1 Lands Agent, at (509) 290-7323 or


https://wdfw.wa.gov/places-to-go/wildlife-areas/swanson-lakes-wildlife-area
https://wdfw.wa.gov/places-to-go/wildlife-areas/swanson-lakes-wildlife-area
https://wdfw.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-02/rustlers_gulch_-_2017.pdf
https://wdfw.wa.gov/places-to-go/wildlife-areas/sherman-creek-wildlife-area
https://wdfw.wa.gov/places-to-go/wildlife-areas/rustlers-gulch-wildlife-area-unit
https://wdfw.wa.gov/places-to-go/wildlife-areas/rustlers-gulch-wildlife-area-unit

Bob Winslow

Washington Dept. of Natural Resources
Product Sales and Leasing Division
May 31, 2022

Page 3

jerrod.ploof@dfw.wa.gov, or Karen Edwards, DFW Real Estate Services Manager, at (360) 902-
8145 or karen.edward@dfw.wa.gov.

Sincerely,

Cynthia Wilkerson
Lands Division Manager

Enclosures

cc: Kristen Ohlson-Kiehn, DNR Forest Resources Assistant Division Manager
David Gordon, DNR Transactions Assistant Division Manager
Pat Ryan, DNR State Lands Assistant Region Manager
Steve Pozzanghera, DFW Region 1 Director
Chris Donley, DFW Region 1 Fish Program Manager
John Hansen, DFW CAMP Construction Project Coordinator
Karen Edwards, DFW Real Estate Services Manager
Thom Woodruff, DFW Property Acquisition Supervisor
Jerrod Ploof, DFW Region 1 Lands Agent


mailto:jerrod.ploof@dfw.wa.gov
mailto:karen.edward@dfw.wa.gov

SHERMAN CREEK WILDLIFE AREA MANAGEMENT PLAN
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

Prepared by Wildlife Area Manager, Joe McCanna &
Todd Baarstad, Assistant Wildlife Area Manager

2006



STATE OF WASHINGTON

CHRIS GREGOIRE, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
JEFF KOENINGS, Ph.D., DIRECTOR

WILDLIFE PROGRAM
DAVE BRITTELL, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

LANDS DIVISION
MARK QUINN, MANAGER

This Program Receives Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration funds.
Project W-94-D, Segment 25

This report should be cited as:
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. 2006. Sherman Creek Wildlife Area
Management Plan. Wildlife Management Program, Washington Department of Fish and
Wildlife, Olympia. 40 pp.

This program receives Federal financial assistance from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. It is the
policy of the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) to adhere to the
following: Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
Title Il of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972. The U.S. Department of the Interior and its
bureaus prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability and sex
(in educational programs). If you believe that you have been discriminated against in any
program, activity or facility, please contact the WDFW ADA Coordinator at 600 Capitol Way North,
Olympia, Washington 98501-1091 or write to: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Office of External
Programs, 4040 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 130, Arlington, VA 22203.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Sherman Creek Wildlife Area is located in Ferry County in northeast Washington. It lies along
the west side of Lake Roosevelt in the eastern foothills of the Kettle River Range. The land was
purchased in 1948 with Pittman-Robertson and State Wildlife funds to protect deer on the winter
range and provide for wildlife related recreation. The Sherman Creek Wildlife Area is managed
as a significant winter range for deer to date. There are five parcels totaling 8,782 managed
acres.

The primary management concerns and public issues identified in the Sherman Creek Wildlife
Area Plan are:

Maintain big game populations

Improve and maintain fish populations

Manage for upland birds

Manage for species diversity

Protect and restore riparian habitat

Protect and manage other species

Provide sustainable fish and wildlife related recreation
Manage weeds consistent with state and county rules

In 2006, WDFW staff completed the draft Wildlife Area Management Plan and prepared for
timber harvest activities related to the Bisbee Mountain Fire Salvage Sale and the Sherman
Creek/Oak Creek PTR Exchange Timber Sale. The salvage operation includes about 500 acres
of fire-damaged lands on which standard timber salvage will take place. The PTR Exchange
Sale identifies 3,955 acres of wildlife area lands available for harvest over a 5-year period,
scheduled to begin in 2008. Goals of this activity include wildlife habitat improvement,
protection of stream corridors, reducing impacts of forest fires through appropriate fuels
management and improving overall forest health.
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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

This plan provides management direction for the Sherman Creek Wildlife Area. This plan will be
updated annually to maintain its value as a flexible working document. It identifies needs and
guides activities on the area based on the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW)
Agency Mission of “Sound Stewardship of Fish and Wildlife” the statewide goals and objectives
of the agency as they apply to local conditions.

1.1 Agency Mission Statement

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife serves Washington’s citizens by protecting,
restoring and enhancing fish and wildlife and their habitats, while providing sustainable fish and
wildlife-related recreational and commercial opportunities.

1.2 Agency Goals and Objectives
The underlined goals and objectives directly apply to the management of this wildlife area. These
goals and objectives can be found in the Agency’s Strategic Plan.
Goal I: Healthy and diverse fish and wildlife populations and habitats
e Objective 2: Protect, restore and enhance fish and wildlife populations and their habitats.
e Objective 3: Ensure WDFW activities, programs, facilities and lands are consistent with
local, state and federal regulations that protect and recover fish, wildlife and their habitats.
Goal II: Sustainable fish and wildlife-related opportunities
e Objective 6: Provide sustainable fish and wildlife-related recreational and commercial
opportunities compatible with maintaining healthy fish and wildlife populations and
habitats.
e Objective 7: Improve the economic well-being of Washington by providing diverse, high
quality recreational and commercial opportunities.

Goal I11: Operational Excellence and Professional Service
e Objective 11: Provide sound operational management of WDFW lands, facilities and access
sites.

1.3 Agency Policies
The following agency policies provide additional guidance for management of agency lands.
e Commission Policy 6003: Domestic Livestock Grazing on Department Lands
e Policy 6010: Acquiring and disposing of real property
e Policy 5211: Protecting and Restoring Wetlands: WDFW Will Accomplish Long-Term
Gain of Properly Functioning Wetlands Where Both Ecologically and Financially Feasible
on WDFW-Owned or WDFW-Controlled Properties
Policy 5001: Fish Protection At Water Diversions/Flow Control Structures And Fish
Passage Structures
Policy: Recreation management on WDFW Lands
Policy: Commercial Use of WDFW Lands
Policy: Forest Management on WDFW Lands
Policy: Weed Management on WDFW Lands
Policy: Fire Management on WDFW Lands
Other policies/contractual obligations/responsibilities
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1.4 Sherman Creek Wildlife Area Goals

Management goals for the Sherman Creek Wildlife Area are to preserve habitat and species
diversity for both fish and wildlife resources, maintain healthy populations of game and non-game
species, protect and restore native plant communities, and provide diverse opportunities for the
public to encounter, utilize, and appreciate wildlife and wild areas. Specific management goals and
objectives for the Sherman Creek Wildlife Area can be found in Chapter 3.

1.5 Planning Process

Statewide goals and objectives listed above and information specific to the area are used to guide
management priorities at Sherman Creek. The original purpose for purchasing the land, species
present, and habitat conditions, past management strategies and public issues and concerns are
evaluated to develop specific wildlife area management activities.

A Citizens Advisory Group (CAG) has been established to provide for public involvement in
wildlife area management. The CAG is made up of one representative from each major interest
group in the local community to serve as a spokesperson for that group. CAG members will be
informed of, and encouraged to comment on present and future management of the area. CAG
participation in planning will add credibility and support for land management practices and help
build constituencies for wildlife areas.

The CAG will be used as an ongoing means to identify social, cultural and economic issues
important to the people of Washington and the management of the wildlife area. An internal
District Team consisting of local representatives from each WDFW program also helps to identify
other species or habitat plans pertinent to the management of the area.

Sherman Creek/Le Clerc Creek CAG

Kelly White, Landowner, Former WDFW Commissioner
Dwight Morgan, Retired School Teacher

Warren Current, Bird Watcher

Don Comins, Pend Oreille Cons. District

Jerry Cline, U.S. Fish and Wi