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The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Program serves 

Washington’s citizens by protecting, restoring, and 
enhancing fish and wildlife and their habitats, while 

providing sustainable and wildlife-related 
recreational and commercial opportunities. 



Unmanaged BW Discharge
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Healthy Ecosystems   Viable Economies
46 endangered, threatened, and sensitive wildlife species + 87 Candidates

What’s at Risk?
• Commercial  & recreational shellfish

• Salmon recovery

• Rockfish recovery

• Harmful algae blooms

• Human health



Federal BWM Gaps

• Proactive/Preventative Management

• 24 hour prior to arrival reporting

• Coastal ballast water exchange

• Scope of USCG BW inspections

• Level of USCG BW enforcement

• Cooperative management with industry

States Industry

Perceived

States

Industry

Preferred



Unmanaged BW Discharge

6Standardized measure of risk by effectiveness in reducing unmanaged BWD

Data Source: NBIC

2015: 121 out of 282M MT (43%)
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State Data Analysis

Pre-Arrival (avg.)
Admin NC = 4.2M m3 or 26%
Mmgt NC = 1.1M m3 or 7%

Post-Arrival (avg.)
Admin NC = 2.6M m3 or 17%
Mmgt NC = 0.2M m3 or 1%



Challenges

• Funding

• Transition to Treatment

• Implementing 6-Year Strategic Plan

• Federal Vessel Incidental Discharge Act



Thank You!

QUESTIONS?
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allen.pleus@dfw.wa.gov

www.wdfw.wa.gov/ais/ballast


