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2019 Wildland Fire Portable Radio 
Recommendation 

 

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) uses a state wide Very High Frequency (VHF) two way radio 

system, which we rely on for incident management communications.  The Oregon Department of 

Forestry (ODF), BC Forest Service, and Washington / Oregon United States Forest Service (USFS) have 

similar VHF systems.  

For decades, wildland firefighters have relied on the BK (RELM) GPH / DPH portable radio and a de-facto 

national standard evolved around them.  Incident responders can easily clone, share parts and offer 

technical assistance to new users.  As the GPH / DPH line reached their ‘end of manufacturer support’ 

date, DNR, USFS and others adopted the BK P-150S.  Now, BK has announced an ‘end of manufacturer 

support’ for the P-150S as well.   They’ll continue to be around for a while, but our impression is that the 

existing stock has already run out.  To encourage the continuation of an operable standard, our 

recommendation for new radios is the BK KNG-2: 

 

The KNG-2 has the basic features we look for in a 
wildland fire radio.  It can clone like its 
predecessors, uses the same accessories 
(batteries, microphones, etc.) as the P-150S and 
will operate much like the GPH / DPH / P Series. 
 
The DNR Fire Cache can assist you in ordering 
these radios, and passes on a discount from the 
retail price.  Contact the fire cache at: 
 
DNR Fire Cache 
WDFIRECACHE@DNR.WA.GOV 
360-586-0361 
 
As of 1 February 2019, the fire cache still has 
around 100 P-150S radios for sale, but when 
they’re gone, they’re gone.  They will be stocking 
the KNG-2 afterwards. 
 
Note: For the 2019 VFA Phase 1 grant, the P-150S 
is the only radio offered until supplies sell out. 
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