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fungus causes decay in the upper roots and lower stems of old trees, weakening 
them. The sapwood of the tree is unaffected—many infected trees appear healthy 
and vigorous. Structurally, the base of the tree is compromised and will ultimately 
fail. Tip-ups with small root plates or snapped boles near the base often indicate 
death by velvet top fungus (Figure 111).

Figure 111. Death by velvet top fungus often takes the form of short, broken stumps on 
old trees.




