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W A S H I N G T O N

This aggregate resource inventory for Skagit County identifies 
potential sources of aggregate—both sand and gravel, and bedrock 
(rock and stone)—using a combination of surficial and bedrock 
geologic mapping, subsurface information from boreholes and water 
wells, aggregate testing data, and records of current and historical 
mining activity. The aggregate resource classification scheme 
assesses both the quality and quantity of potential resources, and 
communicates that assessment using four classifications: 
Demonstrated, Inferred, Speculative, and Not a Resource. Areas that 
overlap with North Cascades National Park, Ross Lake National 
Recreation Area, federal wilderness areas, and National Wild River 
segment designations were not analyzed for this study. In total, our 

inventory classifies 319,431 acres of land as having the potential for 
economically significant aggregate resources, which is about 
29 percent of the county’s land area. For sand and gravel resources 
mapped as Demonstrated and Inferred (our highest-certainty 
resource classifications), we estimate 1.3 to 2.9 billion cubic yards 
of aggregate (2.1 to 5.3 billion tons). Due to the difficulty of 
quantifying the thickness of bedrock aggregate resources, we did not 
estimate their volume or tonnage.

Approximately 17,716 acres (6%) of areas we identify as potential 
sources of aggregate may be inaccessible for resource extraction 
because they are on land classified as developed according to the 

National Land Cover Database. A service-area analysis reveals a 
possible high stress on the limited number of active aggregate mines 
in the central and eastern portion of the county to serving the 
aggregate needs of maintaining Highways 20 and 530. An additional 
analysis explores opportunities to minimize transportation costs by 
prioritizing future sources of aggregate nearest to areas of aggregate 
demand. This assessment uses a road-network transportation 
analysis that identifies 41 percent of the aggregate resource areas in 
our inventory as being within a 20-mile driving distance from a 
variety of points of aggregate demand.
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