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State Environmental Policy Act  
(SEPA) Process 

 
• 2 Phases of  

Public Comment 
 

• Scoping Summary 

Scoping 

• Public Comment 
 

Draft EIS 

• Comment Summary 
with Responses 

Final EIS 

A USFWS decision to 
approve a Habitat 

Conservation Plan and 
issue an Incidental Take 

Permit triggers 
environmental review 

under NEPA. 
 

 

•Approves conservation strategy  

Board of Natural Resources 

 

•Completes Biological Opinion, 
Findings, Record of Decision 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 

 

•Adopts conservation strategy  

Board of Natural Resources 

Final EIS informs agency decisions: 

A DNR decision  to amend  
a Habitat Conservation 
Plan triggers 
environmental review 
under SEPA. 
 

Proposed Action 

Determine SEPA lead 
agency 

Issue a 
Determination of 

Significance 

Review for 
Categorical 
Exemption 

Evaluate the proposal 

Agency  Decision 

Scoping 

Make a Threshold 
Determination 

Categorical 
Exemption 

Issue a 
Determination of 
Nonsignificance 

If comment period 
required, evaluate 

comments Environmental 
Impact Statement 

(EIS) 

Record of Decision  
(ROD) 

Finding of  
No Significant Action 

(FONSI) 

Categorical Exclusion Major federal action 
with significant 

effects 

Internal scoping and 
planning 

Environmental 
Assessment (EA) 

Environmental 
Impact Statement 

(EIS) 

Implement Decision 

Scoping 

Proposed Action 


