
 

 

 
December 20, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
U.S. Senate 
317 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
The Honorable Charles E. Schumer 
U.S. Senate 
322 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senators McConnell and Schumer: 
 
I am writing to strongly encourage you to include reauthorization of the Secure Rural Schools (SRS) 
program in any end of-of-the year legislation. 
 
As Washington State’s Commissioner of Public Lands, I oversee natural resource management on 5.6 
million acres of public land and water. In addition to the environmental and recreational value of these 
lands, they also generate revenue that supports critical services. 
 
This year, more than $142 million in revenue from state lands will fund school construction, hospitals, 
and emergency services in communities across our state.  
 
But state-managed lands can only do so much. We need help from our federal partners to ensure that 
Washington State’s timber communities are able to provide basic public services, including educational 
opportunities for children.  
 
Specifically, we need Congress to reauthorize SRS. SRS provides vital assistance to school districts and 
rural counties affected by the decline in revenue from timber harvests on federal land.  
 
We share common values of conserving natural areas and supporting rural communities. SRS supports 
both of these values, allowing critical areas to be conserved and helping impacted communities provide 
essential services.   
 
Here in Washington State, 215 school districts in 26 counties stand to benefit from SRS reauthorization. 
And there is great need for that funding. I have seen firsthand schools that need to be renovated. 
Schools with walls without insulation and roofs that need to repaired. 
 



 

In Skamania County, for example, the loss of SRS support forced a school district to reduce staff, cut 
programs, and close a middle school.  
 
We can, and must, do better.  
 
By funding the SRS program this year, you will provide essential funding for rural communities and 
invest in our children’s future success. Our schools and rural communities are counting on your 
leadership. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Hillary S. Franz 
Commissioner of Public Lands 
 


