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• Overview of Leasing RCWs

• Chapter 43.30 RCW - DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

• Chapter 79.13 RCW - LAND LEASES

• Chapter 79.22 RCW
ACQUISITION, MANAGEMENT, AND DISPOSITION OF STATE FORESTLANDS

• Review of Washington Administrative Code

• Chapter 332-22 WAC STATE LAND LEASING PROGRAM RULES
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RCW 43.30.030
Department created.
The department of natural resources is hereby created, to consist of a 
board of natural resources, an administrator and a supervisor.

RCW 43.30.105
Administrator of department.
The commissioner of public lands shall be the administrator of the 
department.

RCW 43.30.155
Supervisor of natural resources—Appointment.
The supervisor shall be appointed by the administrator with the advice 
and consent of the board. The supervisor shall serve at the pleasure of 
the administrator.

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.30.030
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.30.105
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.30.155
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RCW 43.30.215
Powers and duties of board.
The board shall:
(1) Perform duties relating to appraisal, appeal, approval, and hearing functions as 
provided by law;
(2) Establish policies to ensure that the acquisition, management, and 
disposition of all lands and resources within the department's jurisdiction are based 
on sound principles designed to achieve the maximum effective development and 
use of such lands and resources consistent with laws applicable thereto;
(3) Constitute the board of appraisers provided for in Article 16, section 2 of the state 
Constitution;
(4) Constitute the commission on harbor lines provided for in Article 15, section 1 of 
the state Constitution as amended;
(5) Constitute the board on geographic names as provided for in 
RCW 43.30.291 through 43.30.295; and
(6) Adopt and enforce rules as may be deemed necessary and proper for carrying 
out the powers, duties, and functions imposed upon it by this chapter.

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.30.215
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.30.291
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.30.295
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RCW 79.13.010

Lease of state lands—General.

(1) Subject to other provisions of this chapter and subject to rules 
adopted by the board, the department may lease state lands
for purposes it deems advisable, including, but not limited to, 
commercial, industrial, residential, agricultural, and recreational 
purposes in order to obtain a fair market rental return to the 
state or the appropriate constitutional or statutory trust, and if 
the lease is in the best interest of the state or affected trust.

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=79.13.010
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RCW 79.22.050

Sales and leases of timber, timberland, or 
products thereon.

Except as provided in RCW 79.22.060, all 
land, acquired or designated by the 
department as state forestland, shall be forever 
reserved from sale, but the valuable materials 
thereon may be sold or the land may be 
leased in the same manner and for the 
same purposes as is authorized for state 
lands if the department finds such sale or 
lease to be in the best interests of the state 
and approves the terms and conditions 
thereof……

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=79.22.050
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=79.22.060
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RCW 79.13.030
Lease contents.

Every lease issued by the department must contain:
(1) The specific use or uses to which the land is to be 

employed;
(2) The improvements required, if any;
(3) Provisions providing that the rent is payable in 

advance in quarterly, semiannual, or annual payments as 
determined by the department, or as agreed upon by the 
lessee and the department;

(4) Other terms and conditions as the department 
deems advisable, subject to review by the board, to 
achieve the purposes of the state Constitution and this 
chapter.

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=79.13.030


Revised Code of Washington (RCW)

June 2022                    Draft - subject to change 12

RCW 79.13.110

Types of lease authorization.
(1) The department may authorize the use of state land by lease at state auction for initial leases or by 
negotiation for existing leases.
(2) Leases that authorize commercial, industrial, or residential uses may be entered into by public auction 
or negotiations at the option of the department. Negotiations are subject to rules approved by the 
board.
(3) Leases to public agencies, as defined in RCW 79.17.200, may be entered into by negotiations. Property 
subject to lease agreements under this section must be appraised at fair market value. The leases may 
allow for a lump sum payment for the entire term of the lease at the beginning of the lease. The department 
shall calculate lump sum payments using professional appraisal standards. Renewal terms for the leases 
must include provisions for calculating appropriate payments upon renewal.

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=79.13.110
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=79.17.200
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WAC 332-22-010
Promulgation.

This chapter is promulgated by the board of natural 
resources pursuant to the authority granted by 
RCW 79.01.242 (now RCW 79.13.010 ) to establish 
procedures for the department's state land leasing 
program. The board of natural resources recognizes that 
in order to obtain a fair market return to the trust, 
certain of its lands should be retained and managed 
through leasing. These rules are designed to establish 
practical leasing procedures and achieve the best 
possible return to the designated trust beneficiary 
consistent with any other obligations imposed by law on 
such lands.

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=79.01.242
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=79.13.010
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WAC 332-22-060
Lease procedure—Rental adjustments.

All leases shall provide for periodic rental 
reevaluation and adjustment, except leases with 
rentals based upon a percentage of crop or 
income. The lessee may request rental 
adjustments as provided in RCW 79.01.096.

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=79.01.096
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WAC 332-22-105
Initial lease for commercial, industrial, or residential uses by negotiation.

(1) The department may negotiate initial leases to authorize commercial, industrial, or residential 
uses on specific parcels of land zoned for such uses provided:

(a) Not more than one application is received by the department to lease the property.
(b) The department determines that a rent of at least fair market rental can be obtained through 

negotiation.
(c) The department publishes a notice of intent to lease which contains the legal description and 

zoning of the property, the office to which application to lease can be made, and the final date to submit 
a written request to lease. The notice shall be published not more than thirty days nor less than twenty 
days immediately preceding commencement of negotiation in two newspapers of general circulation in 
the locality of the state land, one of which shall be in the county where the land is located.

(d) The department shall report to the board of natural resources on each initial lease entered into 
by negotiation. The report shall include the fair market value of the property, rental and lease terms.

(2) The department may negotiate initial leases at fair market rental to authorize placement and 
maintenance of communication equipment in or on electronic site buildings and on electronic site 
towers.



Washington Administrative Code (WAC)
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WAC 332-22-110
Mandatory lease terms.

Each lease negotiated or placed at public auction shall contain the following terms:
(1) The use or uses to which the land is to be employed. Provision must be made by insurance or 

otherwise, to protect the department against third-party claims arising from the uses made of the property by 
the lessee.

(2) Improvements which exist on the land at the time lease negotiation is completed or public auction is 
held shall be specifically described and, unless otherwise designated shall be considered as a part of the 
value of the land. Improvements may be required to be constructed as a condition of a lease. All existing 
improvements or those authorized or required under the conditions of the lease must be maintained at the 
sole cost of the lessee unless otherwise provided. All improvements must be protected against casualty loss in 
a manner satisfactory to the department unless otherwise provided. Improvements placed upon the land by 
the lessee shall become the property of the state at the end of lease term unless otherwise provided.

(3) Any lease with a term of more than ten years shall require a plan of development which includes 
scheduled completion dates for all required activities, improvements, or other actions.
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