
Washington State Committee on Geographic Names  
Proposal Summary 

 
 

Houle Creek 
Kittitas County - New Name 

 
Township: 21N 
Range: 12E 
Section: 23, 24 
 
USGS Quad: Stampede Pass 
 
Location Description: Stream, 1.3 miles long, heads 8.2 miles SE of the town of Hyak, flows W 
into the Yakima River. 
 
Proposal Summary: The proposed name honors the trappers and traders of the French 
Hudson's Bay Company, the first Europeans to utilize the area.  "Houle" is a French word 
meaning ridge or wave that moves across a body of water.  The proponent feels this is fitting 
for a mountain stream.  WS DOT is doing construction in the area, and with the increased public 
awareness of the area, the proponent feels that a name is warranted for this unnamed creek. 
 
Houle Creek: stream; 1.3 miles long; heads 8.2 miles SE of the town of Hyak at 47°18’17.568”N, 
121°16’15.295”W, flows W to enter the Yakima River; commemorates the early French trappers 
that were in the area, "houle" means ridge or wave in French; Kittitas County, Washington; Sec 
23 and 24, T21N, R12E, Willamette Meridian; 47°17’56.861”N, 121°17’54.007”W USGS map – 
Stampede Pass 1:24,000. 
 
Proponent: 
Luke Assink 
2809 Rudkin Road 
Union Gap, WA  98903 
 
Proposal Received: 10/27/2016 
Initial Consideration: 5/16/2017 
Final Consideration: 10/31/2017 
 
WA Committee Decision:  Approved 
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 
Opinions: 
Kittitas County Commissioners - NO RESPONSE 
US Forest Service - NO RESPONSE 



Kittitas County Historical Society - NO RESPONSE 
Northern Kittitas County Historical Society - NO RESPONSE 
WA State Historical Society - NO RESPONSE 
Colville Conf Tribes - NO RESPONSE 
Snoqualmie Indian Tribe - NO OPINION 
Yakama Nation - NO RESPONSE 
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HOULE CREEK - KITTITAS COUNTY
Stream, 1.3 miles long, heads 8.2
miles SE of the town of Hyak, flows W
into the Yakima River.
The proposed name honors the
trappers and traders of the French
Hudson's Bay Company, the first
Europeans to utilize the area.  "Houle"
is a French word meaning ridge or
wave that moves across a body of
water.  The proponent feels this is
fitting for a mountain stream.  WS DOT
is doing construction in the area, and
with the increased public awareness of
the area, the proponent feels that a
name is warranted for this unnamed
creek.
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Lake Easton
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HOULE CREEK - KITTITAS COUNTY
Stream, 1.3 miles long, heads 8.2
miles SE of the town of Hyak, flows W
into the Yakima River.
The proposed name honors the
trappers and traders of the French
Hudson's Bay Company, the first
Europeans to utilize the area.  "Houle"
is a French word meaning ridge or
wave that moves across a body of
water.  The proponent feels this is
fitting for a mountain stream.  WS DOT
is doing construction in the area, and
with the increased public awareness of
the area, the proponent feels that a
name is warranted for this unnamed
creek.
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Washington State Committee on Geographic Names  
Proposal Summary 

 
 

Libby Creek 
Thurston County - New Name 

 
Township: 19N 
Range: 2W 
Section: 13 
 
USGS Quad: Longbranch 
 
Location Description: Stream, 1.14 miles long.  Heads 1.48 miles SE of the town of Boston 
Harbor.  Flows E then N to enter Chapman Bay. 
 
Proposal Summary: Libby Creek: stream; 1.14 miles long; heads 1.48 miles SE of the town of 
Boston Harbor at 47°7’51.003”N, 122°52’13.564”W, flows E then N to enter Chapman Bay; 
commemorates the Libby family who homesteaded along the trail that is now Libby Road; 
Thurston County, Washington; Sec 13, T19N, R2W, Willamette Meridian; 47°8’19.612”N, 
122°51’22.591”W USGS map – Longbranch 1:24,000. 
 
This proposal is for an officially unnamed creek, although the feature has been unofficially 
referred to as "Sleepy Creek".  The name would commemorate the Libby family who 
homesteaded along the trail that is now Libby Road. 
 
Proponent: 
Alan Ward 
6943 Woodard Bay Road NE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
 
Proposal Received: 4/6/2017 
Initial Consideration: 5/16/2017 
Final Consideration: 10/31/2017 
 
WA Committee Decision:  Approved 
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 
Opinions: 
Thurston County Commissioners - NO RESPONSE 
Olympia Historical Society - NO RESPONSE 
Olympia City Council - NO RESPONSE 
Lacey City Council - NO RESPONSE 



WA State Historical Society - NO RESPONSE 
Squaxin Island Tribe - NO RESPONSE 
Cowlitz Indian Tribe - NO CONCERNS 
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LIBBY CREEK - THURSTON COUNTY
Stream, 1.14 miles long.  Heads 1.48
miles SE of the town of Boston Harbor.
Flows E then N to enter Chapman
Bay.
This proposal is for an officially
unnamed creek, although the feature
has been unofficially referred to as
"Sleepy Creek".  The name would
commemorate the Libby family who
homesteaded along the trail that is
now Libby Road.
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LIBBY CREEK - THURSTON COUNTY
Stream, 1.14 miles long.  Heads 1.48
miles SE of the town of Boston Harbor.
Flows E then N to enter Chapman
Bay.
This proposal is for an officially
unnamed creek, although the feature
has been unofficially referred to as
"Sleepy Creek".  The name would
commemorate the Libby family who
homesteaded along the trail that is
now Libby Road.
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Washington State Committee on Geographic Names  
Proposal Summary 

 
 

Steffen Creek 
Snohomish County - New Name 

 
Township: 27N 
Range: 7E 
Section: 7, 8, 16, 17, 21 
 
USGS Quad: Monroe 
 
Location Description: Stream, 3 miles long, heads 3.4 miles SE of the City of Monroe.  Flows N 
then W to enter Riley Slough. 
 
Proposal Summary: Proposed name would commemorate Herman Steffen who purchased the 
property near the creek in 1900 to raise cattle.  Mr. Steffen's descendants still operate Steffen 
Farms, and own water rights to the creek.  The creek is officially unnamed, but does appear on 
some maps as part of Riley Slough. 
 
Steffen Creek: stream; 3 miles long, heads 3.4 miles SE of the City of Monroe at 47°49’3.414”N, 
121°55'19.447”W, then flows N then W to enter Riley Slough; name would commemorate 
Herman Steffen who homesteaded the land surrounding the creek, and Mr. Steffen 
descendants still operate Steffen Farms; Snohomish County, Washington; Sec. 7, 8, 16, 17, 21, 
T27N, R7E W.M.; 47°50’1.456”N, 121°58'6.559”W; USGS map - Monroe. 
 
Proponent: 
Wayne D. Steffen 
4523 Deer Ridge Way 
Antioch, CA  94531 
 
Proposal Received: 11/22/2016 
Initial Consideration: 5/16/2017 
Final Consideration: 10/31/2017 
 
WA Committee Decision:  Approved 
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 
Opinions: 
Snohomish County Council - NO RESPONSE 
Monroe City Council - NO RESPONSE 
Snohomish County Historical Preservation Society - IN FAVOR 



Monroe Historical Society - IN FAVOR 
Tualco Grange - IN FAVOR 
WA State Historical Society - NO RESPONSE 
Snoqualmie Indian Tribe - NO RESPONSE 
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community - NO RESPONSE 
Tulalip Tribes - NO RESPONSE 
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STEFFEN CREEK - SNOHOMISH COUNTY
Stream, 3 miles long, heads 3.4 miles
SE of the City of Monroe.  Flows N
then W to enter Riley Slough.
Proposed name would commemorate
Herman Steffen who purchased the
property near the creek in 1900 to
raise cattle.  Mr. Steffen's descendants
still operate Steffen Farms, and own
water rights to the creek.
The creek is officially unnamed, but
does appear on some maps as part of
Riley Slough.
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Steffen Creek

City of Monroe
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STEFFEN CREEK - SNOHOMISH COUNTY
Stream, 3 miles long, heads 3.4 miles
SE of the City of Monroe.  Flows N
then W to enter Riley Slough.
Proposed name would commemorate
Herman Steffen who purchased the
property near the creek in 1900 to
raise cattle.  Mr. Steffen's descendants
still operate Steffen Farms, and own
water rights to the creek.
The creek is officially unnamed, but
does appear on some maps as part of
Riley Slough.
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Washington State Committee on Geographic Names  
Proposal Summary 

 
 

Swaram Creek 
Okanogan County - Name Change 

 
Township: 30N 
Range: 22E 
Section:  
 
USGS Quad: Oss Peak & Cooper Mountain 
 
Location Description: Stream, 6.2 miles long.  Heads 7.4 miles SW of the City of Methow.  Flows 
E to enter the Methow River. 
 
Proposal Summary: Swaram Creek: stream; 6.2 miles long; heads 7.4 miles SW of the City of 
Methow at 48°4’40.184”N, 120°8’34.273”W, flows E to enter the Methow River; Changes the 
name of the creek from "Squaw Creek" to the original name used by the native Methow area 
people.  "Swaram" describes the type of fishing at the creek, "torch light fishing at night".; 
Okanogan County, Washington; T30N, R22E, Willamette Meridian; 48°5’25.19”N, 
120°1’3.874”W USGS map – Oss Peak & Cooper Mountain 1:24,000. 
 
Proposal to change the name of Squaw Creek to "Swaram Creek".  Before a mining town was 
established in the area, native Methow area people called this feature "Swaratatk" or "Swaram 
Creek".  The word "swaram" described the type of fishing at the creek, "torch light fishing at 
night". 
 
Proponent: 
Joanna Bastian 
32 Gold Creek Ranch Road 
Carlton, WA  98814 
 
Proposal Received: 3/23/2017 
Initial Consideration: 5/16/2017 
Final Consideration: 10/31/2017 
 
WA Committee Decision:  Approved 
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 
Opinions: 
Okanogan County Commissioners - NO RESPONSE 
Okanogan County Historical Society - IN FAVOR 



City of Pateros - NO RESPONSE 
Town of Twisp - NO RESPONSE 
US Forest Service - IN FAVOR 
WA State Historical Society - NO RESPONSE 
Colville Conf Tribes - IN FAVOR 
Snoqualmie Indian Tribe - IN FAVOR 
Yakama Nation - NO RESPONSE 































From: OCHS
To: MAKI, CALEB (DNR)
Subject: Swaram Creek name change
Date: Monday, October 2, 2017 9:51:33 AM

Caleb,
I polled the board and officers of the Okanogan County Historical Society on the matter of changing the
name of Squaw Creek to Swaram Creek. The responses came back mostly in favor of the change. A
couple were on the side of no objection. None were opposed. So, the official position of OCHS is in favor
of changing the name.
Richard Ries, President
Okanogan County Historical Society

mailto:CALEB.MAKI@dnr.wa.gov




































































 SWARAM CREEK 
 Statement to the Washington State Commission on Geographical Names 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to briefly address the application to name Swaram Creek.   
I am an historian who has worked with tribes for fifty years.  I have worked closely with 

the tribe within whose aboriginal territory Swaram Creek is located.  The aboriginal homeland 
of the Methow Tribe has been adjudicated before federal court and there is no question that the 
Methow and only the Methow occupied this aboriginal territory.  I recently published a book on 
the history of the Methow Tribe. 

I have provided expert testimony before federal courts in a number of cases on behalf  
of tribes, including the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation (Methow is one of the 
Confederated Tribes).  I have served as an expert witness in behalf of tribes for the United 
States Department of Justice over a period of nearly forty years. 

In the course of my work I have worked with dozens of tribes and have become aware of 
how objectionable the word Asquaw@ is to most Native people.  I have interviewed and spoken 
with many enrolled members of the Methow Tribe.  All of the Methow people I have talked to 
object to the use of that word. 
  Anthropologists have pointed out that terms like Asquaw@ and Abuck@ have been used to 
dehumanize ethnic groups of people.  Today, the use of the term Asquaw@ can simply represent 
a long-standing pattern of use passed down by families and communities (my own parents and 
grandparents, though highly educated, sometimes unknowingly used objectionable words).  
However, the use can also be prejudiced and even racist.   

In any case, the word should be erased from Washington State geography because it is 
objectionable, especially to the people who first lived in the Methow Valley, and for whom the 
valley was named.  ASwaram@ is an appropriate name that indicates the use of the creek in 
question by its first inhabitants. 
 
E. Richard Hart 
October 31, 2017 



From: Emma Noyes
To: DNR RE BOGN
Subject: Swaram Creek
Date: Tuesday, October 10, 2017 12:49:32 PM

Dear Committee on Geographic Names,

Lim limtx (thank you) for the time that you are taking to carefully review the comments and
petitions regarding Swaram Creek. Myself and my family are in full support of changing the name of
Squaw Creek to Swaram Creek. We are Colville tribal members and descendants and would like to
see our children grow up spending time on our traditional homeland without the shadow of a
derogatory name for Native American women. We live in a nation and state that faces an epidemic
of murdered and missing Native American women. Native American women are diminished and de-
valued to an extent that derogatory words for Native women have been written into the colonized
landscape. 

I have read in newspaper articles that there is some debate as to whether the word squaw is
offensive. I urge you to take a moment to think about the images that the word squaw conjures up.
You need not use your imagination - please search the word "squaw" on google and search images.
There are some historical photographs taken by non-Natives that refer to women as squaws, but
the vast array of images are offensive and eye-roll worthy images of women in tacky costumes,
tattoos of "Indian Maidens", and screenshots from movies or scantily clad modeling shoots. It is not
a word without meaning and the meaning is truly unpleasant. I did not realize until writing this
letter how difficult it is for me to type out the word squaw or squaw creek - it is for this reason
that many Native people consider squaw to be the S-word and why it is considered to be on par with
what mainstream society refers to as the C-word.

Changing the name of a waterway traditionally used by the Methow people will not change current
and past injustices. It will not end the use of the word squaw in local bullying and hate crimes.
However, it provides an opportunity to recognize the historical importance of the creek/area and to
infuse the landscape with a word from a language that is highly endangered. A word that is not
meant to be divisive. 

Way' Lim limtx,

Emma Noyes

1224 W. Providence
Spokane, WA 992015

mailto:bogn@dnr.wa.gov


From: Susan Crampton
To: DNR RE BOGN
Subject: committee on geographic names
Date: Friday, October 13, 2017 9:34:09 AM

Dear Committee Members/
     I would like to add public support for the name change in the Methow Valley of Squaw Creek to Swaram Creek. 
I have known for many years before I lived in the Methow Valley that the name squaw was a crude and offensive
name for Native American women, with meaning as that of a whore. 

     I have lived and worked in the Methow Valley for 25 years, in North Central Washington for 30 years, and born
and raised in Oregon more than 70 years ago.  I volunteer at the Methow Valley Interpretive Center that works to
understand and also to educate others about Native and Natural History in the Methow Valley. 

     I support the change of this offensive Methow Valley place name to a name of worth and value to the Native
Americans who were in the Methow Valley for thousands of years before white people arrived.  Thank you for your
attention to this issue.

Sincerely/
Susan Crampton
Twisp/WA

mailto:bogn@dnr.wa.gov








From: Dianne Edmonds
To: DNR RE BOGN
Subject: Renaming of Squaw Creek in Okanogan County
Date: Sunday, October 15, 2017 8:23:34 PM

To: Washington State Committee on Geographic Names

I am in favor of renaming Squaw Creek to Swaram Creek, a traditional Native name for the place.  Place names
should honor a people, individual, or culture, not demean or offend them.

If the naming was done without knowledge of its negative impact on others, the unintended harm can be corrected
by changing that name.

It is equivalent to saying to another person that you are sorry for hurting them, even unintentionally, by your actions,
and that you will no longer act in a hurtful way.  Refusing to make changes because you've "always done if that
way" demonstrates malice and a self-centered disregard for others.

People should learn from their mistakes and then not repeat them.  Respecting others, a core value we should all live
by, needs to underlie all our actions.

Please approve the change in this inappropriate place name.

Dianne Edmonds
Winthrop & Seattle

mailto:bogn@dnr.wa.gov


From: Sara Mounsey
To: DNR RE BOGN
Subject: Fwd: Swaram Creek comment
Date: Monday, October 16, 2017 6:40:45 AM

To Whom it May Concern:

As a teacher in the Methow Valley, I have been watching the discussion in the newspaper regarding the
name change proposal for Swaram Creek. My class, a high school mixed age group of juniors and seniors,
has been learning about the history of that place and the multiple perspectives included in the
newspapers.

Through this process, I have realized that the name "Squaw" is a derogatory term offensive to native
women. For many women, this term means the same thing as the English word "whore". I have to ask
myself: Would people of European descent allow a creek and/or road name to be "whore"? 

Not only is this term derogatory, it is not the term used by Methow people for that place. Swaram Creek is,
and was (probably for thousands of years), the original name of the place. In the educated place from
where we stand, it is crucial that we use our power to honor to the Methow people for whom this place
was home. 

It is understandable that, for a hundred years, the name Squaw Creek was commonly used. It takes time
for habits to change. We must consider the context of the time in which is was deemed "Squaw" by the
European settlers. We do not know their intentions at the time, but likely they were not malicious
intentions. It's likely that for the past hundred years the majority of people using that name have not
meant disrespect to Methow people by calling it such. 

Now we know, though. It would be dishonorable for us to not change it now.

Thank you for your consideration of my comment.

Sara Mounsey
Twisp, WA

 

-- 
Sara

mailto:bogn@dnr.wa.gov


From: Camden Shaw
To: DNR RE BOGN
Subject: Squaw creek
Date: Monday, October 16, 2017 8:14:57 AM

To whom it may concern,

Please change the name of squaw creek to a more suitable and inclusive name. I would hope
you would consider all Native American name possibilities first. 

Camden Shaw

-- 
Camden Shaw
509.341.4133
Plantas Co.

mailto:bogn@dnr.wa.gov


From: Kim Odell
To: DNR RE BOGN
Subject: name change
Date: Monday, October 16, 2017 2:26:51 PM

Hello,

Im strongly in favor of a name change that honors the first people of this valley. Swaram
Creek is a name that both represents the history of the creek as well as tells a story of
how it was used by the native people. I believe it is time for the pioneers of this valley
to honor the history of the people who came here before them.

Thank you,

Kim Odell
Twisp, WA

mailto:bogn@dnr.wa.gov


From: Deken Smith
To: DNR RE BOGN
Subject: creek name change.
Date: Monday, October 16, 2017 2:39:53 PM

Hi I am a ninth grade student at the ILC Alternative school in Twisp Washington. I have been
hearing about the situation with the name change of "Squaw Creek". My name is Deken
Smith. I am from the Colville Confederated Tribes from my moms side of the family. I
personally think that the name should be changed because the word "Squaw" meant slave and
whore.

I think they should should change the name to Swaram creek because the native women and
other people take the word "Squaw" offensively.

Sincerely,
Deken Smith  

mailto:bogn@dnr.wa.gov


















From: Debbie Behymer
To: DNR RE BOGN
Subject: Squaw Creek name change
Date: Thursday, October 5, 2017 7:39:12 AM

I do not support the name change. It should remain as it is. 

mailto:bogn@dnr.wa.gov


From: Rod-Lynn Lentz
To: DNR RE BOGN
Subject: Squaw Creek name change
Date: Friday, September 29, 2017 1:51:11 PM

Leave the name unchanged.  Squaw Creek means a place in the minds of most of us, not a comment
on native American women.  Realistically the terms original meaning is so antiquated that it can
hardly be considered a slur anymore.  It is a place, a place where people grew up and even now live,
a place where interesting mining features can be seen, a place for hiking, a place to hunt.  “Swaram”
won’t mean anything to anyone.  Rod and Lynn Lentz
 
 

mailto:bogn@dnr.wa.gov








































































































































































From: P Luchte
To: DNR RE BOGN
Subject: Okanogan County Methow Valley Squaw Creek
Date: Friday, October 27, 2017 9:09:06 AM

Please say NO to changing the name Squaw Creek to swaram creek. History is in jeapordy in
the United States because 
politcal correctness is out if balance in our country. Say no the the nonsense of 'the
offended'....Make a statement and stand up to people who have nothing better to do than stick
their noses in other people's business.   If the word Squaw is offensive,   blink when you drive
by. The whole world and history shouldn't have to change and adjust to  the wims of the
offended.  Crimany, here's a better idea, Get a Life! 

Thank you, Patti Luchte 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:bogn@dnr.wa.gov


From: Barb Rains
To: DNR RE BOGN
Subject: Wenatchee World about Squaw creek name change
Date: Monday, October 30, 2017 2:42:19 PM
Attachments: 201710301415.pdf

Hello there I saw this article in the Wenatchee Worlds face Book page
If you take note you can see there was 165 responses to the  article
There was 127 replies
85 % were in favor of saving the name Squaw creek I have sent you only a few of the pages of
responses so you can see for yourself what people s thoughts are on the matter  .
 
The original petition to change the name of Squaw creek to swaram creek only had 90 signatures
The original petition to Save Squaw creek say NO to swaram creek was 511, the  majority of the
signatures were from local people all who grew up in the Methow valley or Pateros area or have
family and friends here , our voice was strong as we came together as one to support Save Squaw
creek.
 
This Wenatchee world article added another huge amount of local supporters estimated to be
another 140 people   we all have one thing in common say NO to swaram creek , I’m sorry to say
that is a very unappealing name to be labeled with every time I tell this story of the name change I
have to repeat and spell the name so I ask you to please don’t re-name our beautiful valley with such
an undesirable name . Thank You Barb Rains
 

mailto:bogn@dnr.wa.gov
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SWARAM CREEK - OKANOGAN COUNTY
Stream, 6.2 miles long.  Heads 7.4
miles SW of the City of Methow.
Flows E to enter the Methow River.
Proposal to change the name of
Squaw Creek to "Swaram Creek".
Before a mining town was established
in the area, native Methow area
people called this feature "Swaratatk"
or "Swaram Creek".  The word
"swaram" described the type of fishing
at the creek, "torch light fishing at
night".
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I would like to clarify what transpired prior to the board hearing Swaram Creek.  Listening to the video it 
was obvious there were misconceptions.   

1. We had not been aware that Squaw Creek was generally considered an offensive place name.  
Joanna says that it was well known because she wrote a few columns about it in The Methow 
Valley News over a period of six years.  This is a very small paper that caters to the upper 
Methow valley.  Squaw Creek is in the lower Methow valley.  I’ve only picked up The Methow 
Valley News while in Twisp a couple of times in the nine years I have been a resident of Squaw 
Creek.  I had never heard of Joanna or read one of her columns until she submitted the petition 
to change the name.  The first time I heard that someone objected to the word squaw was 
during the 2015 fires.  No one from the Colville Tribes or Methow Band had expressed this view 
about Squaw Creek to our knowledge, the two Native American families who live on Squaw 
Creek didn’t find it offensive and it was not my experience of the word or that of the 
community.  I thought it was an isolated incident.  All our energy, both physically and 
emotionally, was being spent picking up the pieces after the fire.  When the petition was filed by 
Joanna, the residents of Squaw Creek felt blindsided.   
   

2. The board questioned why we wanted to hang on to a name that was hurtful to so many Native 
Americans.  Again, we were not aware that Squaw Creek was offensive to Native Americans.  In 
fact, my attachment to the name was because, in my mind, it was a Native American word that 
represented a historical Native American woman caring for the earth and her family in 
traditional ways.  Two landowners are Native American and felt the same.  More than 500 
LOCAL community members signed a petition that supported our views.  The community is not 
racist towards Native Americans-they are attached to their local history.  From my research, the 
word squaw being considered an offensive place name is a recent phenomenon.  However, we 
do not wish to offend or hurt Native Americans that have negative feelings about the word and 
have come to terms with changing the name.           
 

3. From my understanding, the fire chief that objected to the name of our road was from California 
and his views were not shared by the local firefighters.  Quite frankly, I was surprised that he still 
had a job after the 2015 fire.  Asserting his political beliefs during an active fire put everyone 
one at risk.  In my opinion, that was a bigger issue than being offended by a place name.  It 
wasn’t the time. 
 

4. We submitted our own petition for Hunter Creek at the last minute because we were informed 
that the board would not consider keeping a place name with the word squaw in it.  Prior to 
that, our efforts were put towards saving the name.  We chose to submit a name that related to 
a landmark near us on the current map (Hunter Mountain) and was more palatable to us than 
Swaram.  It was never about wanting it to be a “white man’s word.”  Note: the petitioner is 
Native American.      
 

5. We believed that by offering an alternative to Swaram the board could replace the word squaw 
and still show consideration and compassion for the residents of Squaw Creek.  We are still 
trying to recover from our losses after the devastating Carlton Complex fire.  Not considering us 
when selecting a new name feels like salt in a wound-being burned again.         



6. I didn’t know that the board would hear dialog from the petitioners at the meeting.  Had we 
known this, we would have been in attendance.  I thought the board reviewed all the letters, 
comments and petitions sent to them to make their decision.  I was under the impression, from 
later watching the board discuss Squaw Bay, that there was a protocol that allowed more time 
for discussion and examination if two names are submitted for the same location.    
 

7. It is the policy of Native American Tribes to support changing a place name to a Native American 
word anytime the door is opened to do so.   I understand that and would feel the same if I were 
Native American.  The problem is the name chosen.  Joanna speaks of fishing with lights being a 
tradition of the Methow Band.  From my understanding, they were a nomadic tribe that moved 
through the Methow Valley seasonally to fish, forage and hunt.  Squaw Creek is one of the 
smallest creeks in the Methow Valley.  Have you ever seen Squaw Creek?  It would be surprising 
if it was the location of this tradition since it would be important for them to obtain enough fish 
to sustain them through the winter.  Joanna wrote that Elaine Timentwa Emerson said the word 
SwaR’a-tátk was the Methow word for this fishing with lights tradition.  This, according to her, is 
a translation using the International Phonetic Alphabet.  How accurate is the translation from 
SwaR’a-tátk to Swaram Creek?  When I google Swaram, it says it is an East Indian (India) name 
meaning musical tone.  Is that really what the Methow Band wish to name the creek?  Listening 
to Joanna speak about Elaine’s hesitation and Mark speak about how the word would be 
pronounced differently, it seemed to me that Swaram was not a Methow word but a 
compromise to eliminate the word squaw.  Is there a process to vet a Native American word?  If 
the intention is to replace Squaw Creek with a Methow word, could other Methow words be 
considered, like maybe Methow Creek?  The town of Methow was originally located next to 
Squaw Creek, the creek flows into the Methow river, Methow Creek would honor the Methow 
People.  Just a thought.       

How the issue was addressed was unfortunate.  We would have responded positively if we were 
approached by someone from the Colville Tribes or Methow Band.  Together, we could have come to an 
agreement on a name that respected the Methow People and those of us that live on Squaw Creek.   

This has been an eye-opening experience.   

Note: I have attached before and after pictures of the hill behind Squaw Creek from my property, so you 
can see why we are feeling the way we do.   
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