
Washington State Committee on Geographic Names  
Proposal Summary 

 
 

Hopkins Ditch 
Thurston County - New Name 

 
Township: 17N 
Range: 2W 
Section: 20,21,28,27 
 
USGS Quad: Maytown 
 
Location Description: Canal; flows W to enter Salmon Creek at 46° 56' 45.464" N, 122° 57' 
38.345" W at Jones Road. 
 
Proposal Summary: Hopkins Ditch: canal; flows W to enter Salmon Creek at 46° 56' 45.464" N, 
122° 57' 38.345" W at Jones Road.; This proposal clarifies the location of Hopkins Ditch.  The 
feature was incorrectly shown as part of Salmon Creek.  Hopkins Ditch flows into Salmon Creek 
at Jones Road.; Thurston County, Washington; Section 20,21,27,28, T17N, R2W, Willamette 
Meridian; 46° 56' 17.934" N, 122° 56' 22.788" W; USGS Map - Maytown 1:24,000. 
 
This proposal clarifies the location of Hopkins Ditch.  The feature was incorrectly shown as part 
of Salmon Creek, but actually flows into Salmon Creek at Jones Road. 
 
Proponent: 
Mat Jackmond 
Hopkins Drainage Ditch District #2 in Thurston County 
10330 Tilley Road S. 
Olympia, WA 98512 
 
Proposal Received: 11/07/2022 
Initial Consideration: 01/19/2023 
Final Consideration: 04/18/2023 
 
WA Committee Decision:   
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 
Opinions: 
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THE BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC 
NAMES DOMESTIC NAMES 

COMMITTEE PROPOSAL FORM 
This document is for those interested in proposing:  

1. A new name for a currently unnamed geographic feature, or  
2. A change to an existing name, spelling, or where a name is applied.  

 
By submitting this form, the proponent acknowledges the BGN Policies  

and agrees to work with BGN staff regarding their proposal. 

 
  

VERSION 2.0.1 
BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/pubs/DNC_PPP_DEC_2016_V.2.2.pdf


Domestic Geographic Name Proposal Form 
The U.S. Board on Geographic Names (BGN) is responsible for standardizing the names of geographic features 
within the 50 States and in other areas under the sovereignty of the United States. The BGN retains the legal 
authority t o promulgate all official names and locations of natural features (e.g. mountains, rivers, valleys), as well as 
canals, channel s, reservoirs, and other  select feature types. 

This form is to propose a new name or name, spelling, or application change for a geographic feature for Federal 
use. A proponent should carefully review the proposal prior to submission to ensure that it is consistent with the 
BGN policies. Please note all fields with a red outline are required prior to submitting this form. 

The proponent should also be aware that the entire proposal—including personal identifying information and any 
associated correspondence—is in the public domain and may be made publicly available at any time. 

Submit 
Proposal: 

1. Email this form and supporting
documentation to: BGNEXEC@usgs.gov

i. Save PDF as ‘ST_GeographicNam e’
for example ‘CO_BearCreek’ 

ii. Email Subject: ST_GeographicName

OR 2. Send by mail to:
U.S. BGN Executive Secretary, Domestic Names
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, MS-523
Reston, VA 20192

Y N 

Please note that anything submitted by mail will delayed. 

Contact Us: 
BGNEXEC@us gs.gov 

Naming Basics 

(38.94741) 

(-77.36839) 

(38.94741) 

(-77.36839) 

(38.94741) 

(-77.36839) 

Proposed Name: 

Is this name in current local use? 

Y N 

What is the Feature Class?

Is this to change an existing name? 

If yes, please provide the official name and Feature ID 
as it appears in the Geographic Names Information 
System (GNIS). 

GNIS Name: 

Feature ID: 

Location Basics 

Where is the feature? 

Latitude: 

Longitude: 

For Linear Features (e.g. stream or valley): 

Mouth/Confluence 

Latitude: 

Longitude: 

Source/Headwater 

Latitude: 

Longitude: 

General Location: 

State: 

County: 

City/Town/ 
Township/ 
Borough: 

Public Land Survey System: 
Section(s), Township, Range, Meridian 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/pubs/DNC_PPP_DEC_2016_V.2.2.pdf
mailto:BGNEXEC@usgs.gov
mailto:BGNEXEC@usgs.gov
https://edits.nationalmap.gov/apps/gaz-domestic/public/search/names
https://edits.nationalmap.gov/apps/gaz-domestic/public/search/names


 

  

 

Feature Description 
Physical shape, length, width, etc. (Maps can be submitted separately by email) 

 

Name Details 

Name information: 

 Please provide 
relevant information 
about the proposed 
name, such as 
origin, meaning, how 
long it has been in 
current use, as well 
as current or 
historical 
significance. Also 
include why you 
believe the feature 
requires a name or 
name change and 
why the proposed 
name is appropriate. 
Describe any 
documents that you 
will be submitting 
(separately by email) 
to support your 
proposal. 

 



Y N 

Please provide a list of supporting documentation, including any web links: 
Examples: Published sources showing the proposed name or letters of support (local government, historical 
society, etc.). 

Is the name commemorative? Does the name honor or refer to a person or persons? 

Please note that the BGN will only accept proposals for names that are intended to honor a person or persons 
deceased at least five years. The BGN will disapprove names that could be construed to honor living persons. The 
person being honored should have had either (1) some direct or long-term association with the feature, or (2) have 
made a significant contribution to the area, community, or State in which it is located; or (3) have outstanding 
national or international recognition. The BGN discourages the use of an individual’s full name except to avoid 
ambiguity. 

If yes, please provide the following: 

Honoree’s Date of Birth: Honoree’s Date of Death: 

Short biography and significance or association with the geographic feature: (list any additional honorees here) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/pubs/DNC_PPP_DEC_2016_V.2.2.pdf#page=17


 

Y N 

Is the feature in a Wilderness 
Area or Wilderness Study Area? 

Y N 
If yes, please provide your justification for making an 
exception to the Wilderness Policy: 

Please note that the BGN will not approve new names for unnamed features within wilderness areas or wilderness 
study areas , unless an overriding need can be demonstrated by the proponent. 

Y N 

Unknown 

Additional Information

Is there any local opposition or conflict with the proposed name? 

If yes, please explain and descr ibe any opposition: 

Additional notes: 

Proponent Information 

Please provide one form of contact (email preferred): 

Proponent’s Name: 

Agency or Organization, if applicable: 

Email: 

Mailing 
Address: 

Phone: 

Are you completing this form for someone else? 

If yes, please fill out the following: 
Completed by: 

Full Name: 

Email: 

Mailing 
Address: 

Phone: 

Please submit this form and supporting documentation to:  1. By email to BGNEXEC@usgs.gov   2. By mail to the address on page 2. 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/pubs/DNC_PPP_DEC_2016_V.2.2.pdf#page=19
mailto:BGNEXEC@usgs.gov


 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



Accounting Contacts:

Ann Lundeen 360-754-4996
Suzette Smith 360-786-5547
Dienna Daugherty 360-709-3007
Raquel Carpenter 360-786-5543
Heidi Brewer 360-786-5143

Investment and Banking Contact:

Nicole Muegge 360-786-5144

Technical Contacts:

Cameron Marsden 360-786-5274
Steve Larson 360-786-5546

Email:

acctg@co.thurston.wa.us

Fax:

360-754-4683

Mailing Address:

2000 Lakeridge Dr SW
Olympia, WA 98502-6080

Useful Links:

KeyNavigator
Thurston County Investment Pool

Fund Summary

Reports

Log Out

Fund Summary

Hopkins Drainage District #2
Includes all activity dated through 11/03/22

Fund No. Fund Name Cash Balance
6350 DD #2 HOPKINS $685.88

Treasury Accounting Portal https://tap.co.thurston.wa.us/Users/FundSummPage.aspx

1 of 1 11/07/2022, 11:42 AM

mailto:acctg@co.thurston.wa.us
mailto:acctg@co.thurston.wa.us
https://keynavigator.key.com/
https://keynavigator.key.com/
https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/treasurer/Pages/investments.aspx
https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/treasurer/Pages/investments.aspx
javascript:WebForm_DoPostBackWithOptions(new WebForm_PostBackOptions("ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$UsersSiteLeftNavControl1$HomeLinkButton", "", false, "", "FundSummPage.aspx", false, true))
javascript:WebForm_DoPostBackWithOptions(new WebForm_PostBackOptions("ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$UsersSiteLeftNavControl1$HomeLinkButton", "", false, "", "FundSummPage.aspx", false, true))
javascript:WebForm_DoPostBackWithOptions(new WebForm_PostBackOptions("ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$UsersSiteLeftNavControl1$UsrreportsLinkButton", "", false, "", "Reports.aspx", false, true))
javascript:WebForm_DoPostBackWithOptions(new WebForm_PostBackOptions("ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$UsersSiteLeftNavControl1$UsrreportsLinkButton", "", false, "", "Reports.aspx", false, true))
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$UsersSiteLeftNavControl1$Logout','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$UsersSiteLeftNavControl1$Logout','')
https://tap.co.thurston.wa.us/Users/CashActivity.aspx?FundName=6350
https://tap.co.thurston.wa.us/Users/CashActivity.aspx?FundName=6350


 
From: mjackmond@wa.net <mjackmond@wa.net> 
Sent: Monday, November 7, 2022 2:53 PM 
To: BGNEXEC, GS-N-MAC <bgnexec@usgs.gov> 
Cc: 'DNR RE FP FPARS-ADMIN' <fpars-admin@dnr.wa.gov>; 'Gregory, Jessica (MIL)' <Jessica.Gregory@mil.wa.gov>; 
'GeoData' <GeoData@co.thurston.wa.us> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WA_HopkinsDitch  
Dear BGN, 
Until recently, the Thurston County Geodata Database Map showed the correct name, “Hopkins Ditch”, however, 
their internal processes were recently updated to only allow names that are recognized by the U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names. Therefore we were made aware that the name must be officially changed with the US BGN.  
 
In 1878 this Drainage Ditch was identified in the attached report to the Thurston County Commissioners found in 
the Washington State Archives (named "1878_November_7_FirstMentionOf 
DitchOutletAtStakeAtSalmonCreek.jpg").  
 
In this document, the "Viewers Report of a ditch located in and through the Union Swamp in marsh lands through 
Sections 20,21,22,23 & 27 17.N.R.2.W. in Thurston Co. WA"; this is precisely where the current Hopkins Drainage 
District #2 In Thurston County boundaries are located and the Hopkins Ditch exists. Talk of and a petition for 
establishing a Ditch District for this Ditch, and the need for improvements, are seen in the WA State Archives as 
early as 1892. This Drainage Ditch District was established on October 8th 1902 under what is now codified as RCW 
85.06 and has been in continuous operation as a Drainage Ditch District since that time. Had we know that there 
was a "procedure for officially renaming this Ditch" in the U.S. Board on Geographic Names we would have 
undertaken this process back in the 1980s.  
 
The attached documentation of the 1902 County Commissioner Action establishing the Ditch District should help 
to justify the name change. Furthermore, the explicit wording in the 1878 document states; "After a careful 
examination of the swamp lands to be affected by the ditch described in the foregoing letter of apportionment, 
located a ditch to be of the following dimensions viz: From a stake duly marked at its outlet in Salmon Creek...".  
 
This defines the Ditch as having "its outlet in Salmon Creek" and NOT that it is an extension of Salmon Creek or an 
improvement of Salmon Creek; but as a “wholly man-made ditch" - known officially in Thurston County since 1902 
as the "Hopkins Ditch". 
 
The Drainage Ditch District has always had its most westerly parcel as the parcel with its western border at Jones 
Road SW. It should also be noted that one of the "Viewers" named is "D. W. Jones" (it is most likely not a 
coincidence that “Jones Road” is the name of this road). 
 
With the foregoing and the attached documentation, the "Hopkins Drainage Ditch District #2 in Thurston County" 
(our official name) hereby request that the "Stream Designation" in the attached request be changed to "Hopkins 
Ditch", and if the classification needs to be changed to something other than "stream" to signify it as a "wholly 
man-made drainage ditch" then we would also request that to be changed. 
 
Respectfully, 
Mat Jackmond, Commissioner (Position 2) 
Hopkins Drainage Ditch District #2 in Thurston County 
(mail only address) 
10330 Tilley Road S., Olympia, WA 98512 
email: mjackmond@hopkinsdrainageditch.us  
website: https://hopkinsdrainageditch.us  
Cell: (360) 951-1046 
 

mailto:mjackmond@wa.net
mailto:mjackmond@wa.net
mailto:bgnexec@usgs.gov
mailto:fpars-admin@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:Jessica.Gregory@mil.wa.gov
mailto:GeoData@co.thurston.wa.us
mailto:mjackmond@hopkinsdrainageditch.us
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhopkinsdrainageditch.us%2F&data=05%7C01%7CCALEB.MAKI%40dnr.wa.gov%7Cce377e9e3d4847951cd808dac35da828%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638037104281678275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mtgpYSresUR0suemUJGcE4Xdy0p4mOZ2SaB4h8neBbc%3D&reserved=0


From: O'Donnell, Matthew (Contractor) <mjodonnell@contractor.usgs.gov>  
Sent: Friday, October 28, 2022 1:59 PM 
To: MAKI, CALEB (DNR) <CALEB.MAKI@dnr.wa.gov>; Palmer, Sara (DNR) <Sara.Palmer@dnr.wa.gov> 
Cc: BGNEXEC, GS-N-MAC <bgnexec@usgs.gov> 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RE: Yakama Nation names question--Timla - Timla Pushtye? 

External Email 
Hi Caleb,  
Sorry to miss your call! 
Commissioner Jackmond contacted USGS help about this last February. I don't know if the 
details got back up the chain to him. It would need to be a proposal to change part of Salmon 
Creek to recognize the local name Hopkins Ditch (and change that part to Canal). 
Here's what I found back then. 
I don't know where the name Salmon Creek came from, but the ditch part was labeled as 
Salmon Creek in 1962. When was the ditch dug? We run into this a lot where the upper part of 
a formerly natural stream is ditched and renamed and then the locals get concerned that a 
ditch has a natural stream name. 
"Salmon Creek" on a Metzker map:  

 

mailto:mjodonnell@contractor.usgs.gov
mailto:CALEB.MAKI@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:Sara.Palmer@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:bgnexec@usgs.gov


Hopkins Ditch on a map from the county: 

 
with Salmon Creek labeled downstream of Jones Road, just like he says: 

 

Have a good vacation and I check back with you the following week. 
Matt 
Matt O'Donnell | Xcellent Technology Solutions, Inc. 
Contract employee in support of U.S. Board on Geographic Names | Domestic Names 
Committee 
Phone: 703-648-4553 
Email: mjodonnell@contractor.usgs.gov 
Room 2B101 
(working remotely until further notice) 

 
 

mailto:mjodonnell@contractor.usgs.gov






 
Comments 

 
Received 





From: Weber, Dennis
To: DNR RE BOGN
Subject: Hopkins Ditch Name
Date: Friday, April 14, 2023 11:20:05 AM

External Email

Comment: I heartily agree with the local commissioners that clearing up the discrepancies between
Salmon Creek and the man-made ditch by using the historic name “Hopkins Ditch.”
 
We have numerous drainage ditches in our county and, while our various flood control districts
generally use a numbering system for the all-important ditches, none of them as confused as
“streams,” although in common usage, folks frequently use “slough” as a synonym for “ditch.”
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dennis Weber
Commissioner, District 2
Cowlitz County, Washington

mailto:WeberD@cowlitzwa.gov
mailto:bogn@dnr.wa.gov


Hopkins Ditch - THURSTON COUNTY
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Canal; flows W to enter Salmon
Creek at 46° 56' 45.464" N, 122° 57'
38.345" W at Jones Road.

This proposal clarif ies the location of
Hopkins Ditch.  The feature was
incorrectly shown as part of Salmon
Creek, but actually flows into Salmon
Creek at Jones Road.
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Washington State Committee on Geographic Names  
Proposal Summary 

 
 

Masawii Lake 
Chelan County - Name Change 

 
Township: 27N 
Range: 16E 
Section: 14 & 15 
 
USGS Quad: Lake Wenatchee 
 
Location Description: Lake; 5 acres; located on the W end of Lake Wenatchee at 47° 50' 0.40" 
N, 120° 49' 25.03" W in the Wenatchee National Forest. 
 
Proposal Summary: Masawii Lake: lake; 5 acres; located on the W end of Lake Wenatchee at 
47° 50' 0.40" N, 120° 49' 25.03" W in the Wenatchee National Forest; The name was submitted 
by the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation as part of an effort to replace feature 
names containing the word "squaw".  This feature is located in the traditional territory of the 
Wenatchi Tribe and the name was chosen by Randy Lewis, a respected tribal elder and native 
speaker of Wenatchi descent.; Chelan County, Washington; Sections 14,15, T27N, R16E, 
Willamette Meridian; 47° 50' 0.40" N, 120° 49' 25.03" W; USGS Map - Lake Wenatchee 
1:24,000. 
 
This proposed name was submitted by the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation as 
part of an effort to replace feature names containing the word "squaw".  This feature is located 
in the traditional territory of the Wenatchi Tribe and the name was chosen by Randy Lewis, a 
respected tribal elder and native speaker of Wenatchi descent. 
 
Proponent: 
Guy Moura 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
PO Box 150 
Nespelem, WA  99155 
 
Proposal Received: 05/17/2022 
Initial Consideration: 01/19/2023 
Final Consideration:  
 
WA Committee Decision:  Deferred 
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 











Masawii Lake - Chelan County

C h e l a nC h e l a n

K i n gK i n g

S n o h o m i s hS n o h o m i s h

K i t t i t a sK i t t i t a s

Lake; 5 acres; located on the W
end of Lake Wenatchee at 47° 50'
0.40" N, 120° 49' 25.03" W in the
Wenatchee National Forest.

This proposed name was
submitted by the Confederated
Tribes of the Colville Reservation
as part of an effort to replace
feature names containing the
word "squaw".

This feature is located in the
traditional territory of the Wenatchi
Tribe and the name was chosen
by Randy Lewis, a respected
tribal elder and native speaker of
Wenatchi descent.

_̂

Telma

Lake Wenatchee

Hwy 207

Masawii Lake



Washington State Committee on Geographic Names  
Proposal Summary 

 
 

Nosh Nosh Wahtum 
Kittitas County - Name Change 

 
Township: 24N 
Range: 14E 
Section: 29 
 
USGS Quad: The Cradle 
 
Location Description: Lake; 9 acres; located in the Wenatchee National Forest at 47° 32' 5.22" 
N, 121° 6' 50.27" W. 
 
Proposal Summary: Nosh Nosh Wahtum: lake; located in the Wenatchee National Forest at 47° 
32' 5.22" N, 121° 6' 50.27" W.; The name was submitted by the Confederated Tribes and Bands 
of the Yakama Nation as part of an effort to replace feature names containing the word 
"squaw". The name means "Salamander Lake" and within the Pshwanwapum traditional 
territory in the Ceded Lands of the Yakama Nation.; Kittitas County, Washington; Section 29, 
T24N, R14E, Willamette Meridian; 47° 32' 5.22" N, 121° 6' 50.27" W USGS Map - The Cradle 
1:24,000. 
 
This proposed name was submitted by the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama 
Nation as part of an effort to replace feature names containing the word "squaw". The name 
means "Salamander Lake" and within the Pshwanwapum traditional territory in the Ceded 
Lands of the Yakama Nation. 
 
Proponent: 
Noah Oliver 
Cultural Resources Program Cultural Geographer - Yakama Nation 
 
 
Proposal Received: 5/17/2022 
Initial Consideration: 01/19/2023 
Final Consideration:  
 
WA Committee Decision:  Deferred 
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 
Opinions: 
 









Nosh Nosh Wahtum - Kittitas County
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Lake; 9 acres; located in the
Wenatchee National Forest at 47°
32' 5.22" N, 121° 6' 50.27" W.

This proposed name was
submitted by the Confederated
Tribes and Bands of the Yakama
Nation as part of an effort to
replace feature names containing
the word "squaw".

The name means "Salamander
Lake" and within the
Pshwanwapum traditional territory
in the Ceded Lands of the
Yakama Nation.

_̂

Nosh Nosh Wahtum



Washington State Committee on Geographic Names  
Proposal Summary 

 
 

Passage Through 
Jefferson County - New Name 

 
Township: 29N 
Range: 1E 
Section: 8 
 
USGS Quad: Nordland 
 
Location Description: Channel; approx. 400 ft. wide; located between Marrowstone Island and 
Indian Island, 7.2 mi. SE of the City of Port Townsend at  48°1’6.002”N, 122°42’0.069”W in 
Jefferson County. 
 
Proposal Summary: Passage Through: Channel; approx. 400 ft. wide; located between 
Marrowstone Island and Indian Island, 7.2 mi. SE of the City of Port Townsend at  48°1’6.002”N, 
122°42’0.069”W; The name scɬəqʷ is the traditional placename for the feature, and means "a 
passage through".; Jefferson County, Washington; Sec 8 T29N R1E, Willamette Meridian; 
48°1’6.002”N, 122°42’0.069”W USGS map - Nordland 1:24,000. 
 
scɬəqʷ is the traditional placename for the feature and means "a passage through".   
 
This was a significant travel route for S'Klallam and Chemacum people during the 18th and 19th 
centruries and presumably much earlier until development obstructed the tidal flow between 
Scow Bay and Oak Bay.   
 
Proponent: 
Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe 
31912 Little Boston Road NE 
Kingston, WA  98346 
 
Proposal Received: 8/3/2021 
Initial Consideration: 10/25/2022 
Final Consideration: 04/18/2023 
 
WA Committee Decision:   
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 
Opinions: 
 









From: Weber, Dennis
To: DNR RE BOGN
Subject: Passage Through -- New Name
Date: Friday, April 14, 2023 11:09:11 AM

External Email

Comment: Great idea to recognize the cultural importance of this passage. However, the term is far
too general. Can there be a single word added such as “Kilisut” to make the new name more precise,
so it would be “Kilisut Pass Through”? We actually have several Columbia River islands with similar
low tide passages.
 
Thanks for your consideration.
 
Commissioner Dennis Weber
Cowlitz County

mailto:WeberD@cowlitzwa.gov
mailto:bogn@dnr.wa.gov


Passage Through - JEFFERSON COUNTY
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Channel; approx. 400 ft. wid e;
located  between Marrow stone Is land
and  Ind ian Is land , 7.2 mi. SE of the
City of Port Townsend  at
48°1’6.002”N, 122°42’0.069”W in
Jeffers on County.

scɬəq ʷ is  the trad itional placename
for the feature and  means  "a
pas s age through".

This was a significant travel route for
S'Klallam and  Chemacum people
d uring the 18th and  19th centruries
and  pres umably much earlier until
d evelopment obstructed  the tid al flow
between Scow Bay and  Oak Bay.

In 2019, the pas s age was opened
after having been blocked  for almost
100 years  to allow water to mix with
the southern waters  of Kilis ut Harbor.

_̂

Marrowstone Island

Kilisut Harbor

Passage Through

Port Townsend



Passage Through - JEFFERSON COUNTY
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Channel; approx. 400 ft. wid e;
located  between Marrow stone Is land
and  Ind ian Is land , 7.2 mi. SE of the
City of Port Townsend  at
48°1’6.002”N, 122°42’0.069”W in
Jeffers on County.

scɬəq ʷ is  the trad itional placename
for the feature and  means  "a
pas s age through".

This was a significant travel route for
S'Klallam and  Chemacum people
d uring the 18th and  19th centruries
and  pres umably much earlier until
d evelopment obstructed  the tid al flow
between Scow Bay and  Oak Bay.

In 2019, the pas s age was opened
after having been blocked  for almost
100 years  to allow water to mix with
the southern waters  of Kilis ut Harbor.
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Washington State Committee on Geographic Names  
Proposal Summary 

 
 

Swaram Creek Ridge 
Okanogan County - Name Change 

 
Township: 30N 
Range: 22E 
Section: 28,31,32,33 
 
USGS Quad: Oss Peak & Cooper Canyon 
 
Location Description: Ridge; 2 miles long; W end of the ridge is at 48° 3' 27.21" N, 120° 7' 
50.84" W and E end is at 48° 3' 52.85" N, 120° 5' 23.62" W, located 8.5 mi W of Pateros in 
Okanogan County. 
 
Proposal Summary: Swaram Creek Ridge: Ridge; 2 miles long; W end of the ridge is at 48° 3' 
27.21" N, 120° 7' 50.84" W and E end is at 48° 3' 52.85" N, 120° 5' 23.62" W, located 8.5 mi W 
of Pateros; This proposed name was submitted by the Confederated Tribes of the Colville 
Reservation as part of an effort to replace feature names containing the word "squaw". The 
feature is located in the traditional area of the Methow Tribe, and the name was chosen by 
Elaine Timentwa Emerson, a respected tribal elder, native speaker, and instructor of Methow 
descent.; Okanogan County, Washington; Sec 28,31,32,33, T30N, R22E, Willamette Meridian; 
48° 3' 27.21" N, 120° 7' 50.84" W USGS map -Oss Peak & Cooper Canyon 1:24,000. 
 
This proposed name was submitted by the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation as 
part of an effort to replace feature names containing the word "squaw". The feature is located 
in the traditional area of the Methow Tribe, and the name was chosen by Elaine Timentwa 
Emerson, a respected tribal elder, native speaker, and instructor of Methow descent. 
 
Proponent: 
Guy Moura 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
PO Box 150 
Nespelem, WA  99155 
 
Proposal Received: 5/17/2022 
Initial Consideration: 01/19/2023 
Final Consideration:  
 
WA Committee Decision:  Deferred 
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  











Swaram Creek Ridge - Okanogan County

C h e l a nC h e l a n

O k a n o g a nO k a n o g a n

D o u g l a sD o u g l a s

Ridge; 2 miles long; W end of the
ridge is at 48° 3' 27.21" N, 120° 7'
50.84" W and E end is at 48° 3'
52.85" N, 120° 5' 23.62" W,
located 8.5 mi W of Pateros in
Okanogan County.

This proposed name was
submitted by the Confederated
Tribes of the Colville Reservation
as part of an effort to replace
feature names containing the
word "squaw".

The feature is located in the
traditional area of the Methow
Tribe, and the name was chosen
by Elaine Timentwa Emerson, a
respected tribal elder, native
speaker, and instructor of Methow
descent.

_̂

Pateros
Swaram Creek Ridge

Hwy 153


	Hopkins Ditch - THURSTON COUNTY
	letter to bgn.pdf
	From: mjackmond@wa.net <mjackmond@wa.net> Sent: Monday, November 7, 2022 2:53 PM To: BGNEXEC, GS-N-MAC <bgnexec@usgs.gov> Cc: 'DNR RE FP FPARS-ADMIN' <fpars-admin@dnr.wa.gov>; 'Gregory, Jessica (MIL)' <Jessica.Gregory@mil.wa.gov>; 'GeoData' <GeoData@c...

	from matt.pdf
	From: O'Donnell, Matthew (Contractor) <mjodonnell@contractor.usgs.gov>  Sent: Friday, October 28, 2022 1:59 PM To: MAKI, CALEB (DNR) <CALEB.MAKI@dnr.wa.gov>; Palmer, Sara (DNR) <Sara.Palmer@dnr.wa.gov> Cc: BGNEXEC, GS-N-MAC <bgnexec@usgs.gov> Subject:...


	Masawii Lake - CHELAN COUNTY
	Nosh Nosh Wahtum - KITTITAS COUNTY
	Passage Through - JEFFERSON COUNTY
	Swaram Creek Ridge - OKANOGAN COUNTY

	Proposed Name: Hopkins Ditch (Thurston County, WA)
	Local Use: Choice1
	Feature Type: [Stream]
	Official Federal Name: Choice1
	Current GNIS Name: Salmon Creek
	Current GNIS ID: 1511618
	Point Latitude: 
	Point Longitude: 
	Mouth Latitude: 46.9458531
	Mouth Longitude: -122.9606366
	Source Latitude: 46.9412385
	Source Longitude: -122.8802776
	State01: WA
	County/City: Thurston
	Zip code: T17R02W
	Section, Township, Range and Meridian: Sections 20,21,22,23,24,26,27,28
Township 17
Range 02W
	Click or tap here to enter Feature Description (Physical shape, length, width, etc: 
	): See attached Map named "WA_HopkinsDitch.png".  Allowed physical profile of Drainage Ditch when created in 1904: Width at top= 12', Width at Bottom = 8', Depth = 4'.

	Name Information: 
	Supporting documentation with details: The attached documents, and there are many more, in both the Washington State Archives and in the Records of Thurston County Treasurer and Auditor.
 - 1878_November_7_FirstMentionOfDitchOutletAtStakeAtSalmonCreek.jpg
 - 1902_October_8_(1).jpg
 - 1902_October_8(2)_OrderBeginningCreationOfHopkinsDitch.jpg
 - 1892_July_CountyComm_Minutes(2).jpg
 - 1892_July_CountyComm_Minutes(3)_FirstMentionofHopkins.jpg
 - 1893_SouthUnionDitch_PriorBoardTookNoAction.jpg
 - ThurstonCountyTreasuror_HDDD2_FundInfo.pdf
	Is the name commemorative: No
	Honoree's DOB: 
	Honoree's DOD: 
	Short Biography and Significance: 
	Is the feature in a wilderness area: No
	Justificaation for making an exception to the Wilderness Policy: 
	Is there any local opposition: No
	explain and describe any opposition: 
	Additional Notes: There should not be any opposition to this name change, unless someone believes that "Google Maps" is the authoritative word.
	Proponent Full Name: Mat Jackmond
	Agency or Organization: Hopkins Drainage Ditch District #2 in Thurston Cty
	Proponents Email: mjackmond@HopkinsDrainageDitch.us
	Proponent Mailing Address: 10330 Tilley Road S.
Olympia, WA 98512
	Proponents Phone Number: 1-360-951-1046
	Are you filing this for someone else: Choice2
	Submitters Full Name: 
	Submitters Email: 
	Submitters Mailing Address: 
	Submitters Phone Number: 


