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Howard Point 
Thurston County - New Name 

 
Township: 18N 
Range: 2W 
Section: 11 
 
USGS Quad: Tumwater 
 
Location Description: Cape; 1.2 acres; in the City of Olympia on the E side of East Bay, 1.2 mi. 
SE of Priest Point. 
 
Proposal Summary: Howard Point: cape; 1.2 acres; in the City of Olympia on the E side of East 
Bay, 1.2 mi. SE of Priest Point; named for Alexander (1810?-1890) and Rebecca (1827-1881) 
Howard, African-American pioneers and business owners whose home was located near the 
cape in the 1860s and 1870s; Sec 11, T18N, R2W, Willamette Meridian; Thurston County, 
Washington; 47°03’20”N, 122°53’39”W; USGS map – Tumwater 1:24,000. 
 
This proposal is to make official the name Howard Point for a cape on the east shore of East Bay 
in the City of Olympia in Thurston County. The name would commemorate Alexander (1810-
1890) and Rebecca (1827-1881) Howard who, according to the proponent, lived near the cape. 
By 1859, the Howards had moved to Olympia from Massachusetts. By the fall of that year, they 
began to operate the Pacific Restaurant (formerly the Pacific House), a prominent hotel in 
Olympia.  
 
The Howards were successful business owners, invested in the development of Olympia, and 
donated money to fund the first railroad to the city. According to a pamphlet titled “Olympia 
Area Black Pioneers,” published in 2013, “The Howards retired to a small farm on Olympia’s 
east side after accumulating a modest fortune from business investments.” They are buried in 
the Masonic Cemetery about three miles south of the cape proposed to be officially named 
Howard Point. 
 
The name Howard Point is used for the cape on the Whitham and Page’s 1890 Map of Olympia 
and Surroundings and was also mentioned in a 1906 article in the Washington Standard. 
 
 
Proponent: 
Edward Echtle 
4822 N 8th Street 
Tacoma, WA  98406 



 
Proposal Received: 2/20/2018 
Initial Consideration: 6/20/2018 
Final Consideration: 12/7/2018 
 
WA Committee Decision:  Approved 
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 
Opinions: 
Contacted for Opinion: 
Thurston County Commissioners 
City of Olympia  
Olympia Historical Society 
WA State Historical Society 
NOAA 
Cowlitz Indian Tribe 
Puyallup Tribe 
Squaxin Island Tribe 
 
Opinions Received IN FAVOR: 
East Bay Drive Neighborhood Association 
Olympia Historical Society 
Olympia Tumwater Foundation 
Northwest Institute for Leadership and Change 
Jennifer Crooks - Local Citizen 
Drew Cooks - Local Historian 
Carol Thomas - Local Citizen 
Harry Thomas - Local Citizen 
Richard Ditlevson - Local Citizen 
Esther Mumford - Local Researcher and Writer 
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HOWARD POINT - THURSTON COUNTY
Cape; 1.2 acres; in the City of Olympia
on the E side of East Bay, 1.2 mi. SE
of Priest Point.
This proposal is to make official the
name Howard Point for a cape on the
east shore of East Bay in the City of
Olympia in Thurston County. The
name would commemorate Alexander
(1810-1890) and Rebecca (1827-1881)
Howard who, according to the
proponent, lived near the cape.
By 1859, the Howards had moved to
Olympia from Massachusetts. By the
fall of that year, they began to operate
the Pacific Restaurant (formerly the
Pacific House), a prominent hotel in
Olympia.
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