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Survey Advisory Board Meeting Minutes  
July 20, 2017 

8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

WA State Light Industrial Park (Location of the Public Land Survey Office)  
801 88th Ave SE, Tumwater, WA 98501 

 

 

Board Members Present: 

Bruce Dodds, PE/PLS, Multi-Discipline, Chair 

Walt Dale, PLS, Urban 

Jon Purnell, PLS, Government  

Tim Kent, PLS, Rural  

Martin Paquette, PLS, Education 

 

Staff Present: 
Pat Beehler, PLS 

Kris Horton, PLS 

John Gasche, LSIT 

 

Guests: 
Casey Kaul, Auditors Recording Committee Liaison (Pierce Co.) 

Jared Krause, Auditors Recording Committee Liaison (Thurston Co.) 

Mandy Everett, Auditors Recording Committee Liaison (Thurston Co.) 

Justin Holt, WA DNR 

Paul Galli, PLS, WCCS liaison (Cowlitz Co.) 

Sam Mutt, WCCS (Snohomish Co.) 

Ken Paul, Clark Co.  

Alex Sellman, WSDOT 

Bill Mumma, WSDOT 

  

 

  

 

 Chair Bruce Dodds called the meeting to order at 8:07 a.m. (Agenda item #1) 

 

The minutes of the April 27, 2017 meeting were unanimously approved. (Agenda item #2) 

 

Monument Protection (Agenda item #3) 

   

John G. reported that 98 Permit Applications were processed from April 27, 2017 to July 29, 2017, 

which included 582 monuments. He also reported that 32 Completion Reports were processed in that 

timeframe.    

 

Kris H. gave a report on the chip seal Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the counties. She 

reported that all but 6 counties have responded. Bruce D. said he would find out contact information for 
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the Washington Association of Cities, so they can be approached about a chip seal MOU. Kris will send 

a notice to LSAW about the MOUs, so that the surveying community is aware of them. Kris said she 

sent a notice out via the SAB/PLSO Listserv about it.  

 

Report from Auditor’s Recording Committee liaison to the SAB (Agenda item #4) 

 

Casey K. reported that there is proposed legislation which would make the Secretary of State’s office as 

the authorizing agency to set rules for the recording offices (set recording standards). They are hoping to 

get it passed in 2018. The draft legislation was presented to the meeting attendees. There was discussion 

and some suggestions/comments – including adding a statewide form and recording standard for 

Boundary Line Adjustments.  

Casey K. also reported that on July 23rd recording fees will increase $1.00 for funding of archiving of 

public records. This increase will sunset in 2020.  

There is a Property Records Educaiton Program (PREP) chapter that is starting in the Pierce County 

area. The first meeting is September 12, 2017 from 9am – 11:30am in the Tacoma Mall Office Building 

4th floor conference room 446A. For more information contact Jill Munns at the Pierce County Auditor’s 

Office at jmunns@co.pierce.wa.us.  

 

 

Kris H. reported that there still seems to be some confusion about Digital & Electronic Signatures, since 

some recorded maps obviously don’t have a “wet" signature. There was some discussion and Kris will 

send Casey K. a copy of the BORELS publication on the subject. Bruce D. asked if the SAB needs to 

discuss Digital & Electronic Signatures at the next meeting, or not. It was unanimously agreed “NOT”.  

 

Walt D. mentioned that not all Auditor’s recording staff attend conferences or get training, and that 

sometime there is a high turnover in personnel.  

 

 

LSAW Liaison to the SAB –  Mel Garland (Agenda Item #5) 

 

Mel Garland was not present at the meeting. Pat B. reported on the Monument Preservation Committee 

progress and handed out a “White Paper” draft that would be presented at the next LSAW BOT meeting.  

 

 

 No report  

 

 

   

 

Washington Council of County Surveyors Liaison to the SAB – Paul Galli (Agenda item #6) 

 

Paul G. said that the WCCS meeting was also today. He said there are lots of chip seal and overlay 

projects due to funding. He sent out a notice to WCCS members about LCR “over use” for non PLSS 

monuments. He is asking counties about records/research at each county.   

 

 

 

Reports (Agenda items #7) 
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Public Land Survey Office 

 

Pat B. reported on the status of the 02A account (Surveys and Maps Account) which is the account that 

supports the PLSO and Resource Mapping.  

 

Kris H. reported that the PLSO has been authorized to have an intern for three months. Interviews will 

be next week. This is the first time the PLSO has had an intern. They will be helping with scanning and 

indexing of records, plus other duties to give them experience in all the PLSO does.  

 

No records collections obtained since the last SAB meeting. The PLSO does receive one or two 

survey/documents from surveyors via email once in a while, which is greatly appreciated.  

 

Kris H. passed out copies of correspondence from the LSAW NE Chapter, which included some 

suggestions on a new Affidavit of Minor Correction and a prototype. There was much discussion 

including comments from Board Members saying that there were some serious issues with what they 

suggested; that the Board is already in agreement that the existing law (WAC 332-130-050(3)) just 

needs to be followed; and that something like this will just confuse the issue. Kris H. will prepare a letter 

back to the Chapter stating that the SAB is not in favor of any Affidavit of Minor Correction and that the 

decision has already been made about this subject. The letter will be reviewed by the SAB members 

before being sent.  

It was noted that some counties and cities allow for an affidavit to correct a short plat or plat. This 

conflicts with WAC. If this comes to someone’s attention, they need to let the county/city know and 

then the Auditor’s recording office.  

 

 Sam M. asked about subjectivity with determining legibility. What should he say to someone who asked 

him that? There was some discussion, and Kris H. informed him that the recording offices have to make 

sure the scanned image meets archival quality – which means that the scanned image must be fully 

legible. 

  

Kris H. passed out a response letter she sent a surveyor concerning the map legend stating that a 

different surveyor’s cap was on the ground, from the surveyor that singed the map. There was some 

discussion and the SAB member and attendees agreed that the surveyor signing the map is the 

responsible surveyor in charge and therefore it should be their caps on the ground. References to RCW 

and WAC were talked about. Kris H. said that she directed the surveyors involved to get the opinion of 

the BORELS. 

 

  Kris H. reported that if survey maps are missing information that is pertinent to the indexing of the 

survey map into the database, then the information will not be added and an annotation will be made on 

the image stating that “Not all information per WAC 332-130-050 has been provided.”   It became to 

onerous for Kris to call the surveyors and ask for the missing information, due to the volume of maps the 

indexers were giving to her with missing or discrepancies in the information.  

 

 

    Kris H. talked about her plan to visit all (39) of the county Auditor’s recording offices over the next  

    18 months. It will be her and Lynn McCauley (the PLSO scanning and imaging specialist) who will 

be conducting the visits. The purpose is to ensure better communication between the PLSO and 

recording offices, to learn how each office processes survey maps/documents, and to educate staff about 
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the RCW & WACs (including the recording checklist). They have visited some counties already, and the 

result has been very fruitful.  

 

Kris H. presented and went over the notices sent out via the SAB/PLSO Listserv since the April 2017 

meeting.  

 

 

Accuracy Standards for a Traverse (Field Traverse Standards) (WAC 332-130-095):  

 Jon P. went over the three criteria that he, Walt D. and Martin P. felt they needed to meet. They wanted 

to make sure the standards can be achieved by all no matter what equipment was being used. Bill M. 

asked if this was also for 3rd order surveys, and Jon P. said it was. Walt D. put forth a motion that the 

SAB move forward with getting this into the WAC. The SAB members unanimously voted to proceed 

with the CR-101 process. Pat. B. will be in charge of that.  

 

 

WAC 332-130-112 (Proposed) Topographic Map Requirements 

 

Pat B. reviewed most recent language, which had a few changes from the first draft that was sent out. He 

said there are three hearing dates set up for the end of August. The comments will be compiled and 

given to the SAB members.  

 

 

Vertical Standards 

Martin P. said that because of the datum change that is going to happen in a couple of years, he 

suggested the SAB put a “hold” on this. Bruce D. agreed with Martin and the SAB members agreed to 

table this for now.  

 

 

 WAC 332-130-020 Definition of “Intelligent Interpretation”  
Jon P. proposed adding a definition for “Intelligent interpretation” into WAC 332-130-020. He provided 

six different definitions to consider. Tim suggested making the language “simpler”. Ken P. suggested 

adding an explanation of “why?”  The SAB members will review and bring suggestions for continued 

discussion at the next meeting.  

 

 

 State Boundary Line Adjustment Standards 

 

Walt D. said that each county/city has a separate and different process, some which require a recorded 

survey map and some that do not have recorded maps or documents. Some allow a small format 

“application” that can be prepared by the property owner and that is all that is required. He said that 

consistency is needed. It was noted that RCW 58.17.040(6) exempts BLAs from the RCW. Bruce D. 

asked Casey K. if this could be added to the new recording standards legislation. She said she would do 

that.  
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“Did you know?” articles 
Jon P. said that he would do one on creating a “stand alone” survey map. Walt D. said he will send the 

final draft of the “Line Staking” article to Kris H. It was agreed that the group would brainstorm for 

article ideas at the next meeting.  

 

 Land Corner Record form 

Pat B. presented an email by a county surveyor showing an example of an LCR used for a non-PLSS 

corner. There was discussion about the uses of the LCR form. Pat. B. said he would do an article about 

the proper use of the form.  

 

 

New Items (Agenda items #14 & 15) 

 Sam M. would like to see Public Works offices/departments recording their survey maps at the 

Auditor’s offices. He showed examples of county road surveys that are now only available at the County 

Engineer’s office. He asked for review of the concept and comments back from the meeting attendees.  

 

Good of the Order Discussion 

 

Kris H. said the next meeting will be October 19, 2017 in SeaTac (likely at the Radisson).  

 

Meeting adjourned at 2:10 pm. 

 <TOUR OF THE PUBLIC LAND SURVEY OFFICE AND RECORDS STORAGE> 

 

 

Assignments 
 

 SAB Members: 

o Look at suggested definitions for “Intelligent Interpretation” before next meeting.  

o Bring ideas for positive feedback 

o Comments to Sam M. about Public Works recording surveys at Auditor’s office. 

             

 Kris will: 

o Add an additional blank page to the LCR form – formatted with correct borders 

o Notice to LSAW about chip seal MOUs 

o Send Casey K. the BORELS publication on Digital & Electronic Signatures 

o Draft letter back to LSAW NE Chapter concerning the AMC 

 

 Pat will: 

o Move forward with the CR-101 for the Field Traverse Standards WAC 332-130-095 

 

 Did you know? Article assignments: 

o Kris: Scanning (map legibility) 

o Mel: Local Jurisdiction control of mapping 

o Bruce & Martin: Certificate on all recorded documents 

o John Gasche: Getting verbal approval for a Permit – common errors 

o Pat: Survey records  -- donate/loan to PLSO 

o Paul G. and Ken Paul: Basis of Bearings 
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o Richard D.: Physical Description of a Monument & Chain of History”.  

o Pat B.: Proper way to note quarter-quarter and quarter (no comma between) 

o Pat B.: Proper use of the LCR form 

o Jon P.:  Creating a “stand alone” map 

 

 

 


