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Elizabeth Creek 
Skagit and Whatcom County - New Name 

 
Township: 36N&37N 
Range: 14E and 16E 
Section: 14E=36, 16E=5,32, and 33 
 
USGS Quad: Crater Mountain 
 
Location Description: Stream; 2.5 miles long;  Begins in the Mount Baker Snoqualmie National 
Forest N of Gabriel Peak at  48° 39' 5.325" N, 120° 55' 9.264" W, flows NE to enter Granite 
Creek at  48° 40' 15.681" N, 120° 52' 34.002" W. 
 
Proposal Summary: Elizabeth Creek: Stream; 2.5 miles long; Begins in the Mount Baker 
Snoqualmie National Forest N of Gabriel Peak at  48° 39' 5.325" N, 120° 55' 9.264" W, flows NE 
to enter Granite Creek at  48° 40' 15.681" N, 120° 52' 34.002" W; Name commemorates 
Elizabeth (Barta) Widel (b. 1917, d. 10/24/2017) who ran a newspaper column "Exploring the 
Okanogan" starting in 1957.  Elizabeth produced over 3000 weekly columns, and often featured 
geographic features in her articles.  In 2015, Elizabeth wrote a column highlighting a waterfall 
she had visited many times on an "unnamed creek" at milepost 43.; Skagit & Whatcom 
Counties, Washington; Sec 36, T36N, R14E & Sec 5,32&33, T37N, R16E, Willamette Meridian; 
48° 40' 15.681" N, 120° 52' 34.002" W; USGS map - Crater Mountain 1:24,000. 
 
Proposed name commemorates Elizabeth (Barta) Widel (b. 1917, d. 10/24/2017) who ran a 
newspaper column "Exploring the Okanogan" starting in 1957.  Elizabeth produced over 3000 
weekly columns, and often featured geographic features in her articles.   
 
In 2015, Elizabeth wrote a column highlighting a waterfall she had visited many times on an 
"unnamed creek" at milepost 43, the proponent wishes to name this creek in Elizabeth's honor. 
 
Landowner: USFS 
 
"Elizabeth" features in WA: 
Cape Elizabeth - Grays Harbor County 
Elizabeth Creek - Grays Harbor County 
Elizabeth Creek - Pierce County 
Elizabeth Lake - Pierce County 
Elizabeth Ridge - Pierce County 
Lake Elizabeth - King County 
Mount Elizabeth - Ferry County 



 
Proponent: 
Marsha Aufenkamp 
506 Third Ave W-1942 
Omak, WA  98841 
 
Proposal Received: 5/22/2023 
Initial Consideration: 12/11/2023 
Final Consideration:  
 
WA Committee Decision:   
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 
Opinions: 
 















































































From: Marsha Aufenkamp
To: MAKI, CALEB (DNR)
Subject: Elizabeth Creek
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 12:49:05 PM

External Email

Thought you might like a picture of the woman we want to honor.
Blessings, Marsha

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:m.aaufenkamp@gmail.com
mailto:CALEB.MAKI@dnr.wa.gov
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MAKI, CALEB (DNR)

From: Marsha Aufenkamp <m.aaufenkamp@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, December 11, 2023 8:51 AM
To: MAKI, CALEB (DNR)
Subject: Article on today’s meeting 

External Email 
 
Elizabeth Creek 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 



Elizabeth Creek - SKAGIT & WHATCOM COUNTIES

S k a g i tS k a g i t

C h e l a nC h e l a n

W h a t c o mW h a t c o m

O k a n o g a nO k a n o g a n

Stream; 2.5 miles long. Begins in
the Mount Baker Snoqualmie
National Forest N of Gabriel Peak
at  48° 39' 5.325" N, 120° 55'
9.264" W, flows NE to enter
Granite Creek at  48° 40' 15.681"
N, 120° 52' 34.002" W.
Proposed name commemorates
Elizabeth (Barta) Widel (b. 1917,
d. 10/24/2017) who ran a
newspaper column "Exploring the
Okanogan" starting in 1957.
Elizabeth produced over 3000
weekly columns, and often
featured geographic features in
her articles.
In 2015, Elizabeth wrote a column
highlighting a waterfall she had
visited many times on an
"unnamed creek" at milepost 43,
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