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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
April 17, 2017 
 
TO: Forest Practices Board 
 
FROM: Marc Ratcliff 

Forest Practices Policy Section  
 
SUBJECT: Board Manual Development Update 
 
 
The following provides information on anticipated development of the Forest Practices Board 
Manual.    
 
(New) Section 23, Guidelines for Field Protocol to Locate Mapped Division Between Stream 
Types and Perennial Stream Identification. The process for delineating fish habitat using a fish 
habitat assessment method will reside in Section 23. DNR will develop this section concurrently 
with the language for the new water typing rule after the Board accepts the recommendations 
brought forward by Policy. The current guidance within Board Manual Section 13, Guidelines 
for Determining Fish Use for the Purposes of Typing Waters, will be incorporated into Section 
23.  
 
Section 12, Guidelines for Application of Forest Chemicals. In acknowledgement of the forest 
chemical technical group’s efforts presented to the Board in February, DNR staff recommends 
amending this section of the manual. Completion of Section 12 is anticipated in 2018 after the 
development of Board Manual Section 23. 
 
Several Board Manual sections contain obsolete web addresses, inaccurate nomenclature and 
other administrative items that need updating. The changes are non-substantial and will not alter 
technical guidance. Updated sections will be posted on DNR’s website when complete.  
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions at 360.902.1414, or marc.ratcliff@dnr.wa.gov. 
 
 
MR 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
April 26, 2017 
 
TO: Forest Practices Board 
 
FROM: Marc Engel 

Forest Practices Assistant Division Manager, Policy and Services 
 
SUBJECT: Rule Making Activity 
 
 
Permanent Water Typing 
In anticipation of the receiving the recommendations for the new water typing system, the Board 
approved filing a CR-101 Preproposal Statement of Inquiry at their November 2016 meeting. 
The CR-101 was filed on December 6, 2016. 
 
The Board will receive the TFW Policy Committee recommendations at the May 2017 meeting. 
DNR staff will initiate draft rule preparation based on the Boards decisions and it is expected the 
Board will approve the initiation of rulemaking at the November 2017 meeting.  
 
Electronic Signature and Payment 
A CR-101 was filed on March 21, 2017 to amend the application and notification rule to add the 
ability for applicants to use electronic means when signing and paying for Forest Practices 
Applications. Accepting electronic transactions will provide options for landowners wanting to 
utilize this technology and align with DNR’s future application processes.  
 
Staff is drafting rule language and will request your approval to initiate rule making at the 
Boards August 2017 meeting.  
 
I look forward to answering any questions you may have on May 10. 
 
ME 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
April 24, 2017 
 
TO:  Forest Practices Board 
 
FROM: Tami Miketa, Manager, Forest Practices Small Forest Landowner Office 
 
SUBJECT: Small Forest Landowner Office and Advisory Committee 
 
 
Small Forest Landowner Advisory Committee (SFLOAC) 
Since my last staff report, the Small Forest Landowner Office Advisory Committee met on 
January 25th and March 22nd, 2017. These meetings focused on the following topics: 

1. A review of the final draft of the SFLOAC SFL ID Team Guidelines. 
2. Update of the SFLOAC Member Handbook.  
3. Update on NRCS RCPP Grant to the Forest Stewardship Program. 
4. Update on marbled murrelet and Canada lynx recommendations to the Forest Practices 

Board. 
5. Update on WDFW yellow-billed cuckoo status review. 
6. Discussion on the 2017 Protocol Stream Survey Process. 
7. Update on the SFLO Alternate Plan website. 
8. SFLOAC Action Plan update. 

 
 
Forestry Riparian Easement Program (FREP)  
For the FY15-17 biennium, the Forestry Riparian Easement Program received $3.5 million from 
the State Capital Budget. There are now 119 forestry riparian easement applications on the list 
waiting for compensation, with 85 of them already cruised or under contract to be complete by 
June 2017 at a total cost of $220,000 for 12 timber cruise contracts and one land survey contract. 
The remaining applications have most of the field work accomplished for future timber cruise 
contracts scheduled for the start of the next biennium, if funding allows. The funding in the 
2015-2017 biennium has purchased 32 easements totaling $1,860,000 so far with 5 more 
easements currently in different stages of closing and are planned to be purchased by the end of 
this biennium. 
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Rivers and Habitat Open Space Program (R&HOSP) 
The State Capital budget appropriated the R&HOSP $1 million for the FY15-17 biennium. 
Generally, when the funding level exceeds $1 million, DNR expects to allocate approximately 70 
percent of the funds for critical habitat and 30 percent for channel migration zones (CMZs). If 
the demand is limited in either funding category, DNR may shift moneys between the funding 
categories. Applications will be funded in order of ranked priority until all funds are expended. 
All remaining eligible applications will be offered the opportunity to be considered for future 
funding. We anticipate having enough funding to purchase one R&HOSP Conservation 
Easement in a CMZ and one in Critical Habitat for state listed threatened and endangered 
species. 
 
DNR currently has 14 eligible applications for the R&HOSP: Five for CMZ and eight for critical 
habitat for state listed threatened or endangered species. The CMZ and Critical Habitat 
applications have been prioritized with the priority list posted on the R&HOSP website. 
Prioritization is based on, but not limited to, the following elements:  

· The habitat quality of the property  
· Risk of future habitat loss 
· Documented occupancy 
· Species' landscape continuity 
· Species diversity  

 
The acquisition process for the funded application has begun. The timber cruise for the first 
priority CMZ application has been completed and a cruise contract is out for the first priority 
Critical Habitat application. It is anticipated the acquisition process will be completed by June 
2017 for both the CMZ and Critical Habitat applications. 
 
 
Family Forest Fish Passage Program (FFFPP) 
The State Capital budget appropriated $5 million to the Family Forest Fish Passage Program for 
the FY15-17 biennium.  In the 2016 field season, the FFFPP corrected 16 fish passage barriers 
opening up approximately 43 miles of habitat for fish. In the 2017 field season, assuming a State 
Capital budget appropriated $5 million, it is estimated the FFFPP will be correcting 18 fish 
passage barriers opening up approximately 61 miles of habitat for fish. The Program is on track 
to spend all $5 million allotted to correct the above listed fish passage barriers during the FY15-
17 biennium.  
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Long Term Applications (LTA’s) 
There are now a total of 237 approved long term applications; which is an increase of 10 
approved applications since the end of the last reporting period (01/25/2017). 
 

LTA Applications LTA Phase 1 LTA Phase 2 TOTAL 
Under Review 8 2 10 
Approved 2 237 239 
TOTAL 10 239 249 

 
Upcoming Landowner Events 
The WSU Forestry Extension program, in coordination with DNR, provides education and 
information about forest management to private forest landowners as well as the general public. 
They offer classes, workshops, and field days as well as publications, videos, and online 
resources to help landowners achieve their various land management objectives. Below is a list 
of upcoming events designed to aid small forest landowners. 
 
Annual Regional Forest Owners Field Days are scheduled for:  
Eastern WA – Dayton, WA- June 24, 2017 
Idaho/Washington – Athol, WA – July 15, 2017 
Western WA – Oakville, WA – August 19, 2017 
 
Forest Stewardship Coached Planning –  
WSU’s flagship class teaches landowners how to assess their trees, avoid insect and disease 
problems, attract wildlife, and take practical steps to keep their forest on track to provide 
enjoyment and even income for years to come. In this class landowners will develop their own 
Forest Stewardship Plan, which brings state recognition as a Stewardship Forest and eligibility 
for cost-share assistance, and may also qualify them for significant property tax reductions. For 
more information on these courses go to http://forestry.wsu.edu/ 
 
The following are scheduled Forest Stewardship Coached Planning classes: 

· Preston – September 12 to November 14, 2017 
Class Sessions 6:30-9:30 PM Tuesday evenings 
Where: Sessions will be held at the Preston Community Center, 8625 310th Ave SE, 
Preston, WA 98027 

· Sedro Woolley – October 5 to November 30, 2017 
Class Sessions are 6:00-9:00 PM Thursday evenings 
Where: Sessions will be held in the conference room at the DNR Northwest Region 
Office, 919 N Township St, Sedro Woolley, WA 98284. 

 
 
Please contact me at (360) 902-1415 or tamara.miketa@dnr.wa.gov if you have questions.  
TM/ 
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April 27, 2017 
 
 
TO:   Washington Forest Practices Board  
FROM:  Lauren Burnes, (DNR) on behalf of the Northern Spotted Owl Implementation Team  
RE:  Update on Activities of the NSOIT 
 
The priority of the NSOIT has been the development of a voluntary, “opt-in” programmatic Safe Harbor 
Agreement (SHA) for the Northern Spotted Owl (NSO). The goal of the programmatic SHA is to provide 
a voluntary federal assurance option to nonfederal landowners of all sizes wishing to contribute to the 
conservation of the NSO. The NSOIT convened a Safe Harbor work group to develop the components of 
the programmatic SHA and consists of: DNR (lead); USFWS; WDFW; Conservation Caucus; Industry; 
and Small Forest Landowners.   
 
The work group has made significant progress over the past year working through key technical aspects 
of the voluntary federal assurance program such as defining baseline and determining conservation 
measures available. Now the primary focus of the work group is to estimate incidental take associated 
with the program. Unlike a Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), a Safe Harbor Agreement does not allow 
for mitigation debt - all activities must be above-baseline conditions and contribute to a net conservation 
benefit to the NSO. Landowners will have the opportunity to grow additional habitat above their baseline 
without risk of additional ESA restrictions, and once a net conservation benefit has been reached, return 
their property to baseline at the end of the agreement. The work group has endeavored to maximize 
landowner flexibility in the program while providing net conservation benefit to the NSO.  
 
The draft SHA will receive legal review prior to submission to the USFWS. Concurrently, forest practices 
division has begun an operational review of the SHA policy components. The draft will then undergo an 
Environmental Assessment process complete with public review under the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA). After the NEPA public process, USFWS will make a determination whether to approve the 
programmatic SHA and issue and the associated Enhancement of Survival Permit (ESP) to the 
Department of Natural Resources. Should the SHA and ESP be approved, landowners would be able to 
“opt-in” to the program and receive a Certificate of Inclusion. We greatly appreciate the efforts of our 
work group and forest practices division staff as we craft this SHA. 
    
I will be available during the May Board meeting should you have any questions.    
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