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Forest Practices Rules          
State Environmental Policy Act 

Watershed Analysis 
Rule Identified Landforms 

  Chapter 76.09 RCW 
 
 

 Chapter 43.21C RCW, Chapter 197-11 
WAC and Chapter 222-10 WAC  

 

  Chapter 222-22 WAC 
 
 

  WAC 222-16-050  



Rule Identified Landforms 
 Inner gorges, convergent headwalls or bedrock 

hollows with slopes steeper than 70% 
 

 Toes of deep-seated landslides with slopes 
steeper than 65% 

 

Groundwater recharge areas for glacial deep-
seated landslides 

 

Outer edges of meander bends along valley 
walls or high terraces of an unconfined 
meandering stream; or 

 

 Any areas containing features indicating the 
presence of potential slope instability… 
 



Watershed Analysis (WSA) 

 Most WSAs mass wasting (MW) 
prescriptions rescinded 
 MW prescriptions used as screening 

tool 
 
 WSA MW prescriptions valid when 

associated with Habitat Conservation  
 Plans (HCPs) and/or reanalysis 



 
Office Review Process 

 
  Forest Practices      
    Application (FPA) screened 

for completeness 
 

 Resource review via Forest    
Practices Risk Assessment 
Tool (FPRAT) and other 
tools 

 

  FPA classification 
 

 FPA entered into Forest 
Practices Application 
Review System (FPARS)   

 



Forest Practices Application 
Questions 11 and 12 



Slope Stability Informational Form 



Forest Practices Risk 
Assessment Tool (FPRAT) 



LiDAR 



Landslide Inventory 



Landslide Hazard Zonation 



Slope Stability 



Highly Unstable/ 
Erodible Soils 





Resource Review 



GIS Data Center 



Classification of  Forest 
Practices Applications 

WAC 222-16-050 (1)(d) 
 

Class I 
Class II 
Class III 
Class IV G 
Class IV S 
             



Class II 

 FPA indicates no   
  resources at risk 

 

 5 day review 
 

 Local knowledge      
 prompts field review 

by Forest Practices 
(FP) forester 



Class III 
*Note yellow highlighted boxes on flow 

chart 2 

FPA indicates public resources (water, T&E 
species, wetlands, soils, etc.) may be 
impacted by the forestry activity. 
 

Within 14 days the FP forester will field 
review: 

 

 Presence/absence of rule identified 
landforms 

 
 

 
 



Slope Stability Informational Form 



Class III continued 

Within 14 days the FP forester will field 
review: 
 Consult with the FP Geologist 

• ID Team may be scheduled and 
conducted 

 WSA MW prescriptions, if applicable (see 
flow chart 1) 

 

 Supplemental information (forms, reports) 
 



Class IV Special 
Office Review 

*Note green highlighted boxes on flow 
chart 2 

FPA indicates unstable landforms in and 
around the FPA area 

 
Geotechnical report by Qualified Expert and 

State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 
checklist included 

 
Office reviews geotechnical report and SEPA 

checklist for completeness 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Class IV Special Office 
Review continued 

FPA classified as IV-S 
 

Stakeholders and FP forester notified via 
FPARS 

 

SEPA and FPA process begins  
 

Public comment for SEPA and FPA begin at 
the same time and run concurrently 

 

14 day SEPA and FPA comment period 
 

 



Class IV Special             
Field Review 

FPA sent/received by FP forester and FP 
Geologist for review 

 

 ID Team scheduled and conducted 
 

 ID Team recommendations /conditions 
assessed by FP forester and DNR geologist 

 

Recommendations/conditions from the ID 
team are submitted to Region SEPA 
Responsible Official  
 



Region SEPA Responsible 
Official Review 

The Region SEPA Responsible Official 
(RO) review 
Evaluate ID Team recommendations and 

SEPA comments 
Make the “threshold determination” 
 
 

 

 



Region SEPA Responsible 
Official Review 

Determination of Non-Significance 
(DNS) 
After field and SEPA review,  the 
FP Forester approves/disapproves 
the FPA 

 



Region Responsible Official 
Review continued 

 Mitigated Determination of Non-
Significance (MDNS) 
 Landowner incorporates mitigation  
 Per the ID team review and stakeholder 

recommendations, the FP Forester 
incorporates mitigation in the form of 
conditions on the FPA 

 FP Forester approves the FPA 
 

 



Region Responsible Official 
Review continued 

 Determination of Significance (DS)   
 

 Landowner has the option to pursue an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)  

 

 Landowner may withdraw the FPA until the 
EIS is prepared and then resubmit the FPA 
with additional information 

 



Class IV Special FPA Notice of 
Decision 

  Notice of 
Decision Page 
Notes: 
Conditions,   
  if applicable 



Class IV Special 
Notice of Final Determination 

Notice of Final 
Determination 
Notes: 
Determination 
Made (DNS, 
MDNS, DS, etc.) 
 

Summary of 
Comments 

www.dnr.wa.gov/ResearchScience/sepa/Pages/Home.aspx 



Questions? 
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