
The Nisqually Reach Aquatic Reserve  
encompasses a variety of habitat areas. High bluffs  
with sand and gravel beaches are prevalent features in  
the reserve. Small ‘pocket’ estuaries provide refuge  
and rearing areas for numerous juvenile fish and 
invertebrates. In the deep waters between the delta  
and Anderson Island lie great shifting sand dunes— 
formed by the dynamic confluence of sediment  
carried from the Nisqually River and the extreme  
tidal exchanges in the South Sound.

Shallow subtidal and lower intertidal areas  
support eelgrass and a large variety of seaweed. These 
habitats provide a permanent or migratory home to a 
wide range of bird, fish, mammal and invertebrate species 
including: Pigeon Guillemots and Red-throated Loons, 
Chinook salmon and pile perch, harbor seals, and river 
otters, and Dungeness crabs and glassy sea squirts.
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The Nisqually Reach aquaTic ReseRve

The Nisqually Reach  
Aquatic Reserve is part of a broader 

network of protected ecosystems in  
the Nisqually Reach area, including the 

Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge. 
The Nisqually Indian Tribe and the 
Nisqually Land Trust also manage 
adjacent lands for conservation and 
protection. Together, these connected 

lands add up to more than 28 square 
miles, which have been set aside to 

preserve and restore this area’s 
distinctive habitat qualities and the 

species they support.

Protecting Unique Habitats  
in the South Puget Sound 

Connecting the  
Nisqually Delta and Reach

Beyond this viewing platform to the  
north lies the Nisqually Reach Aquatic Reserve,  

designated in 2012 by the Washington State  
Department of Natural Resources to  

preserve the unique habitats and species in the  
area. The reserve covers 23 square miles  
of state-owned aquatic lands–about the  

size of the island of Manhattan. 
The Washington State Department of Natural  
Resources (DNR) and Puget SoundCorps staff help Nisqually  
Indian Tribe employees haul in a beach seine net used to safely catch fish  
in the aquatic reserve. The team measures the fish, tallies the number of species, 
and then releases them back into the water. They take a few juvenile  
Chinook salmon back to the lab to determine age and diet.

Seining for Science

The Nisqually  
Reach Aquatic Reserve is  

one of seven aquatic reserves  
in Washington State.  

Combined, the state’s aquatic  
reserves cover more than  

140 square miles. 

Preserving a Unique Ecosystem
The river estuary, tidal flats, small bays, high bluffs, and variety of  
beaches provide a rich diversity of habitat for the numerous species of wildlife— 
including salmon—that depend on this ecosystem.

To learn more, visit the Aquatic Reserves 
website: http://bit.ly/aqreserve  

or call 360-902-1100

Top: Swimming 
nudibranch (Dendronotus 
iris) seen off Lyle Point. 
Middle: Plumose 
anemone (Metridium 
senile) at Tolmie State 
Park. Bottom:  
Sea pen (Ptilosarcus 
gurneyi) seen in  
East Oro Bay.

           The Department of Natural Resources (DNR)  
        would like to thank the Nisqually Reach Nature Center for  
         nominating and continuing to support this site  
            as an Aquatic Reserve.

IN MEMORy Of DION JAMIESON, PUgET SOUNDCORPS MEMBER (PICTURED ABOvE, RIgHT).
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