
Application for Use of State-Owned Aquatic Lands 

   Applicant Name: Skokomish Indian Tribe  
County:   Jefferson County  
Water Body:     Dabob Bay  
Type of Authorization - Use: Lease - Aquaculture 
Authorization Number:   20-100212
Term: 10 years 

Description: This agreement will allow use of State-owned 
aquatic lands for the sole purposes of cultivating 
and harvesting shellfish for human consumption in 
Dabob Bay, Jefferson County Washington. 

10/20/2020 



Applicant: Skokomish Indian Tribe 
Application No. 20-100212
Proposed Use: Lease - Aquaculture 
Location: Dabob Bay, Jefferson County

Map

Every attempt was made to use the most accurate and 
current  geographic data  available. However, due to 
multiple sources, scales, and  the currency of  the data 
used to develop this  map Washington Department of 
Natural Resources cannot accept responsibility for 
errors and omissions in the data. Furthermore, this data 
is not survey grade information and cannot  be substituted 
for an official survey. Therefore, there are no warranties that 
accompany this material

Location Description:

Lat:      47.80320 N 
Long:  -122.78671 W
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®
Date: 01/02/2020 
Prepared By: 
Jillian Greenwood
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5i. List all wetlands on or adjacent to the project location. [help] 
There are no freshwater wetlands nearby, however, the USFWS technically classifies this and an adjacent area 
as Estuarine and Marine Wetland (note: USFWS National Wetland Inventory classifies all Puget Sound shoreline as 
such; https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.html). 

5j. List all waterbodies (other than wetlands) on or adjacent to the project location. [help] 
Hood Canal; Dabob Bay to north, south, and west. 

5k. Is any part of the project area within a 100-year floodplain?  [help] 

☐ Yes     ☒ No     ☐ Don’t know 

5l. Briefly describe the vegetation and habitat conditions on the property.  [help] 
This is a long beach with several distinct habitats—ranging from steeper cobble sections to flatter sandy sections 
and large swaths of the lower intertidal beach covered in eelgrass (Zostera marina predominates on the majority 
of the sand flat with large areas of Zostera japonica present across a narrow band of tidal elevations (-1 MLLW 
to +2 ft) as identified as site hdc2468 in WA DNR report titled ‘Puget Sound Submerged Vegetation Monitoring 
Project; 2008 Monitoring Report” by Jeffrey Gaeckle et al.). The northern section of high intertidal is mostly sand, 
presumably due to historic activity by the feeder bluff immediately upland of this area except for a narrow patch 
of Z.Marina observed down the center of the sand flat.  The middle section of the tideland is characterized by 
cobble in the upper tidal elevations that extend to the southern boundary except a blank cobble/sand section in 
front of the house at the southern end of the beach.  The lower sections of the entire tideland are primarily 
eelgrass and sand flats and is the dominant feature of this area. The cobble present in the upper intertidal 
contains naturally producing Pacific oysters (Crassostrea gigas) and intermittent low-density Manila clams 
(Venerupis philippinarum) with lower tidal elevation sandy eelgrass areas containing a few horse clams. There is 
additionally a stretch of mud/sand near the middle of the beach that supports ghost shrimp (Neotrypaea 
californiensis) and sand dollars (Dendraster excentricus) with associated fauna. This property abuts a large 
and active (unarmored) feeder bluff on the north side of the tidleand. There are some patches of both native (Z. 
marina) and Japanese (Z. japonica) eelgrass throughout the property ranging from roughly -8.0 to about +1.0 
MLLW—with Z. japonica existing at higher elevations and Z. marina at lower elevations (to about 0.0’ MLLW as 
an upper limit). Eelgrass is extensive, contiguous, and patchy at upper elevations. Other species observed at 
low densities were Sargassum spp. between 0.0 to 1.0’ MLLW, Cystoceira, and rockweed (Fucus spp.) found in 
the mid-low intertidal. Adjacent properties are similar in habitat and the upland are sparsely developed with 
mostly timber and a few isolated houses. One stairway accesses the beach from private property in the middle 
of the beach, owned by Jan Marina and Erika Ramirez; however the previous owner was the Pederson’s, who 
also were the previously lease holders of this DNR aquatic lands. Another house is present on a waterfront lot 
on the southern portion of the beach.  See attached map for eelgrass and oyster habitat visual. 
 

5m. Describe how the property is currently used.  [help] 
The property had an active lease for the past decade that expired more than a year ago. During discussions with 
the previous tenant, the Pederson’s, it was stated that the natural oyster and clam beds were the source of 
harvest during their lease. They did not indicate any seeding activities or habitat enhancement of any type.  
There are at least two temporary boat moorings, one near the houses in the middle and the other at the southern 
end of the beach where an isolated house exists. Other than that, the property appears largely undisturbed. 
There are remnant oyster bags found on the southern section near the boundary that appear to be from the 
adjacent property.  The majority of the tideland is occupied by a mixture of native and invasive eelgrass Z. 
marina and Z.japonica, occupying 33.5 acres of the sandy tidal flats, mostly between +1.0 MLLW and -2.5 
MLLW tidal elevations. 

5n. Describe how the adjacent properties are currently used.  [help] 
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Habitat: Puget Sound Nearshore 
Species: 
Butter clam 
Geoduck 
Olympia oyster 
Native littleneck clam 
Dungeness crab 
Pandalid shrimp 
Green sturgeon 
White sturgeon 
Surf smelt 
Pacific herring 
Chinook salmon 
Chum salmon 
Pink salmon 
Coho salmon 
Searun cutthroat trout 
Steelhead 
Pacific sand lance 
English sole 
Rock sole 
Common murre 
Great blue heron 
Cavity-nesting ducks (bufflehead, common goldeneye, Barrow’s goldeneye) 
Bald eagle 
Brant’s cormorant 
Cassin’s auklet 
Common loon 
Western grebe 
Brant 
Peregrine falcon 
California sea lion 
Dall’s porpoise 
Pacific harbor porpoise 
Harbor seal 
Humpback whale 
Orca 
Steller sea lion 
Columbian black-tailed deer 
Manila clam 
Pacific oyster 
 

 
 
Part 10–SEPA Compliance and Permits 
























