
COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY 
APPROVAL FOR

SURFACE MINING 
(Form SM-6)

NAME OF COMPANY OR INDIVIDUAL APPLICANT(S)
Same as name of the exploration permit holder.  (Type or print in ink.)

TOTAL ACREAGE AND DEPTH OF PERMIT AREA
(Include all acreage to be disturbed by mining, setbacks, and buffers, 
and associated activities during the life of the mine.) (See SM-8A.)

Total area permitted will be acres 

Maximum vertical depth below pre-mining topographic grade is 

feet 

Maximum depth of excavated mine floor is feet 
relative to mean sea level

COUNTY 

No attachments will be accepted. Legal description of permit area:MAILING ADDRESS 

Telephone

1/4 1/4 Section Township Range

Proposed subsequent use of site upon completion of reclamation

Signature of company representative or individual applicant(s) Name and title of company representative  (please print) Date signed

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE APPROPRIATE COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY:

Please answer the following questions ‘yes’ or ‘no’. 

1. Has the proposed surface mine been approved under local zoning and land-use regulations?

2. Is the proposed subsequent use of the land after reclamation consistent with the local land-use plan/designation?

Yes No

When complete, return this form to the Department of Natural Resources.

Name of planning director or administrative official  (please print) Address

Signature

Title  (please print)

Telephone Date

FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY:

DNR Reclamation Permit No.

County or Municipality Approval (SM-6) Revised /1

f company repepepepeppepppppppppppppppppppppppppppppresrrererrererrrrrrrerrrerrrrrrrrerere entative or indiv

L Rock Industries

1902 E State Route 4 
Cathlamet, WA 98612

59.95

50
30

Lewis County

Reclaimed site will be pasture land with pond as shown on sheet FR1. 
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Ryan Moore, PE
Principal, Vector Engineering Inc

11.15.22

SW SW 26 11N 02W

X
X

Lee Napier

Director

360.740.2606 3-10-2023

Pre-existing land use established prior to zoning

RECEIVED
March 21, 2023
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3.7.22 

RE:   Surface Mine Permit #70‐012730 
Eagle Cliff Northwest, LLC – Mandy Road Pit 
Permit Expansion  

Introduction:  
The above surface mine was originally permitted under DNR Permit #70‐012730 for Donna Wallace of 
Cowlitz Valley Sand and Gravel in 1992. The original approved mining area is included on the revision 
plan set (MR2). The original drawing was poorly defined and likely did not encompass 20 acres by 
scale.  In  2016  it  was  noted  by  DNR  staff  that  the  actual mining  activity  had moved  beyond  the 
permitted setback areas and Lewis County noted that there had been fill materials installed within the 
floodway,  which  was  not  allowed  by  the  approve  shoreline  substantial  development  permit. 
Subsequent to that, the client rectified the fill  in floodway and the flood development permit was 
revised to suit the existing situation. A Hydraulic Analysis was performed to verify that the site as 
constructed and future construction would meet the criteria from FEMA and DOE for Zero Rise at the 
property boundaries.  

It is anticipated that the mine has 10 additional years of production with a maximum production of 
350,000 cubic yards of merchantable material per year. 

Mine Areas: 
The original area approved for mining is 20 acres, the result of the permit revision is to adjust the actual 
mineable  area  inside  the  59.95‐acre  surface mine  reclamation  permit  boundary. Materials  being 
mined are sand gravel as stated in SM‐8 permit.  The original MDNS was for a 59.95 acre site.   

Mine Depth: 
The original permit allows  for a 50’ depth below ground surface  (BGS). Mining depths have been 
consistent with this depth. 

Water Depth: 
Pond and groundwater depth are determined via visual evidence on reclamation pond, verified by 
survey and Owner interview. 

Reclamation Plan: 
The reclamation plan and sections are attached to the permit revision. The reclamation practices will 
follow the original reclamation strategy – continuous reclamation. Mining sections 1 and 2 on MR3 
should be immediately reclaimed along the south line of the current mine and the southeast side of 
the current mine.  
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Section  1  and  2  will  be  replaced  with  native  materials  found  on  site  to  meet  the  100’  buffer 
requirement and planted per requirement. Material replacement to be sinuous in nature mimicking 
natural pond edges. Section 3, 4, and 5 will be mined to final grade using the cut method. 
 
This differs from the original reclamation plan in geometry but not practice. The original plan was more 
rectilinear  the  actual  practice  matches  the  permit  revision  in  that  rectilinear  areas  have  been 
eliminated  in  lieu of a  sinuous nature of  the mine boundary.  Surface  flow on  the mine has been 
consistent of settling basin and interflow. The site is designed to flow to the mine/pond area both 
during mine operations and upon reclamation. 
 
Mine reclamation includes discharge of wash water and associated suspended fine material from the 
rock  crusher  and wash  plant  back  into  the  pond  via  a  12‐inch  pipe,  as  shown  in  Figure  3  of  the 
Hydrogeologic Evaluation report. Fine materials will help assist  in maintaining a permanent water 
feature retention. The processing area is built on site materials which will be graded out with eh rest 
of the reclamation. Discharge pipe will be moved and removed as reclamation progresses, no pipe will 
be left on site at the termination of the project. 
 
In sloped areas subsoil and topsoil will be replaced to a depth of 3 to 6 feet. There is an overabundance 
of reclaim soils on site, none will be imported. The placed reclamation soils will be ‘ripped’ to accept 
plantings.  Sloped  areas  will  receive:  Evergreen  species  (douglas  fir),  willow  and  alder  stob,  DOE 
approved seed mix, and be left for pioneer species as well. 
 
Flat areas or those used as filtration for surface treatments will be left lower than surrounding grades 
and sloped to move drainage across them. They will be planted with Willow, Cattail and wetland seed 
mix. Cattails can be noted in existing low areas currently. Flat areas above the pond will be planted 
with Perennial grasses, Douglas Fir, and Alders. 
 
All reclamation actions are for a final use of wildlife habitat after mining activity is complete. 
 
Surface Excavation Plan 
The surface excavation plan follows the plan revision sequence on MR3. Section 3, 4 , and 5 will be 
mined to a maximum depth of 30’ mean sea level. Reclamation will occur in each section as the mining 
is completed. After approval of the excavation limits proposed in this revision by DNR the Owner will 
hire a licensed surveyor to install orange painted “T‐bars” along the permitted boundary, to ensure 
that no further ‘out of bounds’ mining occurs. Surface mining activity and machinery will be excavators 
and a drag line.  
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September 28, 2022 
 
 
ADDENDA: NARRATIVE – NOISE COMPLIANCE 
 
Section 7 b from the Environmental Checklist addresses noise from the site. This Addenda is intended to 
supplement that section as well as the project narrative. 
 
Noise Compliance 
 
This facility has been monitored by the Office of Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA), with 
records as far back as August of 2012. MSHA has performed biannual or quarterly inspections during this 
time frame. 
 

 
(Inspection records 2012- 2022 Q1) 

 
The MSHA Handbook PH20-I-3  (Citation and Order Writing Handbook) refers to the individual citations in  
Title 30 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 62 Occupational Noise Exposure. We have reviewed 
each citation listed against the Eagle Cliff Mine in the above inspection cycles. There are no citations for 
noise limits or protection. The individual citation would list the Part/Section of 30 CFR being violated. 
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Mine Noise Limits 
 
30 CFR Does provide mine duration and dose limits for decibel (dBA) listings and readings. Table 62-1 
provides a dba and Duration limit for mines. 
 

 
(Portion of Table 62-1 from 30 CFR) 

 
As shown above the maximum decibel limit for a any 15 minute period is 115 dBA. This limit is the upper 
bound for mining noise.  
 
Zoning Noise Limits 
 
Lewis County Code Chapter 1.23 “PUBLIC DISTURBANCE NOISE” subsection (1) states:  
 

(1) It is unlawful for any person to cause or, for any person in possession of property, to 
allow to originate from the property sound that is a public disturbance which 
unreasonably disturbs or interferes with the peace, comfort and repose of other property 
owners or possessors. The following sources of sound when they unreasonably disturb 
or interfere with the peace, comfort and repose of property owners or possessors shall 
be prohibited public disturbance noises: . . . 

 
Following this section are sounds that violate the noise code. 
 
Subsection 2 states: 
 

(2) The provisions of subsection (1) of this section shall not apply to: 
 
(d) Sounds originating from agricultural operations, mining operations and forestry 
operations. 
 

Thus, the Lewis County code does not regulate noise emissions from the subject mine site. 
 
Washington Department of Ecology does set noise pollution limits via Chapter 70.107 of the Revised 
Code of Washington as well as Chapter 173-60 of the Washington Administrative Code. This limits the 
decibels received by an area as follows: 
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 (WAC 173-60-040) 

The RR5 zone is the nearest Class A receiving property. Thus the maximum allowed dBA allowed to the 
neighboring residential zone would be 60dBA. 

 
Zoning and Distance Review 
 
The project is in an Agricultural Resource Land (ARL) bounded by mining (Mineral Resource Land) with 
10 Acre residential property to the south. 
 

 
 
A residential zone does not directly abut the subject property. The distance between the closest 
residential area and the noise generating mining equipment is 1,375 feet. The largest noise generator on 
site is the rock crushing equipment. There is no blasting or percussive rock breaking outside of the 
crusher on this site. This will be the limiting factor for noise limitations. 
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Noise Disturbance Levels 
 
Utilizing the maximum point source noise load from 30 CFR 62 for the baseline of 115 dBA and the 
distance from the Mining Machinery to the nearest edge of residential (Class A EDNA) zoned properties 
1375 feet. It is possible to calculate decibel delivery at the maximum level permitted for mine safety 
utilizing the Inverse Square Law. 
 
The output is 52.2 dba in open air. This does not consider any attenuation via vegetation, geography or 
background noises existing in the Class A area. 52 DBA at the maximum allowable level is a conservative 
estimate of mining noise at Class A EDNA interface. 
 
Noise Testing 
 
This mine has been permitted since 2012 and while it has had violations of its shoreline permit, and 
mining boundaries, there has not been a noise violation on site (county or Federal regulations). Additional 
noise testing will determine what has already been proven during the 10 years of permitted use. The 
machinery and mining systems used have not changed during the usage of this mine. Any noise 
complaints are valid, but will not trigger the WAC thresholds based on the data provided above. 
 


