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Purpose of checklist: 

SEPA ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 

Governmental agencies use this checklist to help determine whether the environmental impacts of your proposal are 
significant. This information is also helpful to determine if available avoidance, minimization or compensatory 
mitigation measures will address the probable significant impacts or if an environmental impact statement will be 
prepared to further analyze the proposal. 

Instructions for applicants: 

This environmental checklist asks you to describe some basic information about your proposal. Please answer each 
question accurately and carefully, to the best of your knowledge. You may need to consult with an agency specialist 
or private consultant for some questions. You may use “not applicable” or "does not apply" only when you can 
explain why it does not apply and not when the answer is unknown. You may also attach or incorporate by 
reference additional studies reports. Complete and accurate answers to these questions often avoid delays with the 
SEPA process as well as later in the decision-making process. 

The checklist questions apply to all parts of your proposal, even if you plan to do them over a period of time or on 
different parcels of land. Attach any additional information that will help describe your proposal or its 
environmental effects. The agency to which you submit this checklist may ask you to explain your answers or 
provide additional information reasonably related to determining if there may be significant adverse impact. 

Instructions for Lead Agencies: 
Additional information may be necessary to evaluate the existing environment, all interrelated aspects ofthe 
proposal and an analysis of adverse impacts. The checklist is considered the first but not necessarily the only source 
of information needed to make an adequate threshold determination. Once a threshold determination is made, the 
lead agency is responsible for the completeness and accuracy of the checklist and other supporting documents. 

Use of checklist for nonproject proposals: 

For nonproject proposals (such as ordinances, regulations, plans and programs), complete the applicable 
parts of sections A and B plus the SUPPLEMENTAL SHEET FOR NONPROJECT ACTIONS (part D). Please 
completely answer all questions that apply and note that the words "project," "applicant," and "property or 
site" should be read as "proposal," "proponent," and "affected geographic area," respectively. The lead 
agency may exclude (for non-projects) questions in Part B - Environmental Elements –that do not 
contribute meaningfully to the analysis of the proposal. 

A. BACKGROUND

1. Name of proposed project, if applicable:

West Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Planning Area – Phase 3 Recreation Plan 
Implementation 

2. Name of applicant:

Washington State Department of Natural Resources 

3. Address and phone number of applicant and contact person:

Sam Jarrett, 1111 Washington Street SE PO BOX 47014 Olympia, WA 98504 (360) 902-1600 
Laura Cooper, SPS Region Parks Planner 
950 Farman Ave N, Enumclaw WA  98022 
laura.cooper@dnr.wa.gov / 253-740-0008
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4. Date checklist prepared:

 

5. Agency requesting checklist: Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR)

6. Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable):

It is anticipated that nondesignated trail decommission and restoration work, trail 
bridge installations, trailhead renovation/additions, and new trail development will 
take place over a period of several years, with work targeted to begin as early as  
2022.  Timing of implementation will be dependent on available funding, length of the 
construction field-work season, and public volunteer donated labor support. Most of the 
work in this proposal is expected to occur over the typical drier season each year 
during late spring, summer, and early fall months of each field season over the next two 
to five years. Winter restoration and development work will be dependent on field 
conditions and permit stipulations, while periods of heavy precipitation typically require 
temporary delays in renovation and construction work, due to unfavorable project site 
conditions. DNR has secured funding for implementation of 20 new trail miles within 
Raging River State Forest. It is anticipated that portions of the proposed trail work 
could begin as early as  2022. Trailhead renovation/addition work could occur as 
early as spring 202 , dependent on the process of securing permits. 

7. Do you have any plans for future additions, expansion, or further activity related to or connected with
this proposal? If yes, explain.

No significant further activity, which has not already underwent SEPA review, related to 
this proposal, within West Tiger Mountain Natural Resources Conservation Area, Tiger 
Mountain State Forest, Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area, and Raging River State Forest is 
planned. DNR managed trust lands within the proposal vicinity, known as Mitchell Hill 
Blocks and Echo Glenn Blocks, were identified in the 2015 Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation 
Plan as having the primary management objective of non-motorized dispersed recreation 
and a secondary recreation objective of non-motorized trail connections. Future activity 
may include implementing primary and secondary recreation management objectives for 
Mitchell Hill and Echo Glen Blocks, once additional public outreach and planning is 
completed. Additional, future work could occur within the Snoqualmie Corridor, utilizing 
adaptive management practices, in response to any new information, changes to 
circumstances on the ground, changes in new laws, new recreational use patterns and 
trends, and new scientific and technological developments. SEPA review, if required, will 
be conducted for any proposed additional future site-specific actions at the time the 
specific activities are proposed. 

Future project work on non-DNR managed land, such as cross jurisdictional trail 
connections, will not occur unless the owner grants formal legal approval, or the property 
is acquired by the Washington State Department of Natural Resources. 

8. List any environmental information you know about that has been prepared, or will be prepared,
directly related to this proposal.

Department of Natural Resources– Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Plan (March 2015). 

Prepared February 2022 by Sam Jarrett, Trails Program Manager 
Minor Revisions in August 2022 by Laura Cooper, Parks Planner 
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Snoqualmie Corridor – West, Landscape Level Suitability Assessment (2015). 
A Recreation Land Suitability Assessment was conducted during the Snoqualmie Corridor 
Recreation Planning process. The purpose of the suitability assessment was to identify 
and map areas within the planning area that have long-term limiting factors that could 
affect sustainability of new recreation development. The assessment was broad-scale and 
included three modules: biological, geology/soils and management criteria. The results of 
the assessments are displayed on composite maps that were used by DNR staff and 
professional trail designers, during field review, to assess existing trail routes and 
recreation facilities requiring renovation efforts, to determine sustainable long-term trail re- 
route locations, and to identify suitable trailhead renovation/addition sites and new trail 
development locations within Tiger Mountain, West Tiger Mountain Natural Resources 
Conservation Area, Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area, and Raging River State Forests and 
other locations within the Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Planning Area- West. 

Snoqualmie Corridor – West, Project Proposal Suitability Assessment (2020 through 
2021) 
In addition to conducting a broad-scale landscape level review of the entire planning 
area, a more detailed project proposal assessment was conducted. Field verification 
and layout of the project proposal was conducted by Recreation and Natural Areas 
program staff with any necessary verification through consultation with department 
ecologist, biologist, and geologist professionals. A DNR Natural Areas Program 
Ecologist and DNR Fish & Wildlife South Puget Sound Region Biologist conducted a 
review of the project proposal by evaluating threatened and endangered animal and 
plant species within the project proposal area. A DNR State Lands Geologist 
conducted a project proposal review of the area’s potential for unstable soils, active 
unstable slopes, and potential for erosion as a result of proposed project actions – 
findings are described in Section B. Environmental Elements, Earth (question 1). 

In addition, other management and concept plans, regulations and policy information 
related to the proposal’s environmental considerations, influenced this project proposal, 
including,; Natural Resources Conservation Areas Act (1987), State of Washington 
Natural Resources Conservation Areas Statewide Management Plan (September 1992); 
Policy for Sustainable Forest, 2006; State Soil Survey; Final Habitat Conservation Plan 
(1997), South Puget HCP Planning Unit Forest Land Plan Final EIS (2010), West Tiger 
Mountain NRCA Management Plan (1997); Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area 
Management Plan (1998); Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Plan (2015, SEPA File No. 14- 
111901), West Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Planning Area – Phase 1 Trail Development 
(2016, SEPA File No. 16-011203), West Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Planning Area – 
Phase 2 Recreation Development (2018, SEPA File No. 18-083101), Cultural Resources 
Assessment (2020/21, and 2022), and 2015 Recreational Trails Policy (PO11-004). 
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9. Do you know whether applications are pending for governmental approvals of other proposals directly
affecting the property covered by your proposal? If yes, explain.

The Washington State Department of Natural Resources with support from the Washington 
State Department of Transportation has petitioned King County to vacate a portion of SE 
79th St/High Point Way, SE 80th St/Marginal St and 270th Ave SE/Homer Ave in the 
Issaquah area of unincorporated King County, in relationship to proposed work at the High 
Point Trailhead addition portion of this proposal. The King County Department of Local 
Services, Road Services Division's County Road Engineer (CRE) has been directed by the 
Clerk of the King County Council to examine the road and issue a report and 
recommendation as to whether the right-of-way should be vacated. This right-of-way 
vacation with additional public notice process is currently underway. No other pending 
applications are known to be directly affecting the properties covered under this proposal. 

10. List any government approvals or permits that will be needed for your proposal, if known.

The following approvals and permits are anticipated to be required for this proposal: 
-King County, compliance with Clearing & Grading codes
-King County – compliance with required Building Permits
-Affected Tribes & Department of Archeology & Historic Preservation Proposal Review
-DNR Habitat Conservation Plan Compliance
-Forest Practices Compliance, if necessary
-Washington State Department of Fish & Wildlife, Hydraulic Project Approval (HPA)
*Additional approvals and permits may be required.

11. Give brief, complete description of your proposal, including the proposed uses and the size of the
project and site. There are several questions later in this checklist that ask you to describe certain
aspects of your proposal. You do not need to repeat those answers on this page. (Lead agencies may
modify this form to include additional specific information on project description.)

This project helps implement phased recreation improvement priorities identified in the 
Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Plan, a multi-stakeholder public planning process 
completed March 2015. Implementing prioritized recreation projects will help meet specific 
recreation objectives through various strategies, located in the Snoqualmie Corridor – West 
(proposed detailed project maps and plans are attached). This proposal is also influenced 
and guided by the department’s Recreational Trails Policy (PO11-004) when implementing 
the Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Plan. To improve how this proposal is communicated 
and to define terminology, DNR’s 2015 Recreational Trails Policy (PO11-004), helps to define 
“designated” and “nondesignated” trails. A “designated trail” is “a recreational trail, on 
DNR-managed lands, that is recognized and managed by the department as part of a formal 
recreational trail system,” while a “nondesignated trail” is “a trail on DNR-managed lands 
that is not recognized by the department as part of a formal recreational trail system.” 
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This project involves implementing the 2015 Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Plan by 
executing Final Phase priority nonmotorized outdoor recreation projects, which will 
focus on improving trail systems and recreation access facilities within the West 
Snoqualmie Corridor, through several strategies and methods. After careful 
consideration of recreation group trail access desires, the natural environmental 
constraints of the landscape, coupled with ongoing feedback received from different 
entities and stakeholders, DNR is proposing a final east Tiger Mountain & Raging River 
State Forest trail system plan with over a 50% reduction in mileage and density from an 
original trail system design that began implementation shortly after the 2015 Snoqualmie 
Corridor Recreation Plan was completed. The original Raging River State Forest trail 
system concept plan, preferred by various recreation groups, proposed an additional 40 
miles of trail to complete the Final Phase trail system build out. However, through 
consideration of recreation access related feedback, carrying capacity of the landscape, 
locating sustainable trails in appropriate locations to limit “nondesignated” unauthorized 
trail construction, and to reduce potential for environmental and habitat related impacts, 
DNR has revised the Final Phase trail system plan to a total of 25 additional trail miles. In 
an effort to balance overall development, 29 planned or prior permitted trail miles are no 
longer being proposed or being constructed (attached maps and project plans provide 
details). 

Summary of proposed trail system related implementation: 

Approximately 9 miles of “nondesignated” trails are proposed for elimination
through decommission & restoration efforts. “Nondesignated” existing trail
segments that are incompatible and were not planned in coordination with
proposed trail system concepts, and are often unsustainable, in poor condition
and causing resource damage are proposed for elimination. On a case-by-case
basis, short segments of existing “nondesignated” trails compatible with the
proposed trail system concept plans - may be repurposed, renovated, or re-routed
when the existing trail segment overlaps with proposed new trail segments and
can meet the intended use type and targeted user experiences. 6
“nondesignated” trail miles are proposed for removal in Raging River State Forest
with another 3 miles slated for removal in east Tiger Mountain State Forest.
Approximately 4 miles of planned trails that already underwent and completed
prior SEPA review are proposed to be no longer constructed. This includes a 3-
mile trail segment in the eastern Raging River State Forest area that is adjacent to
the Cedar River Watershed, in an effort to help retain larger contiguous landscape
areas without trail development. The City of Seattle’s Cedar River Municipal
Watershed is adjacent to much of the southern and eastern Raging River State
Forest landscape, covers over 90,000 acres and hosts a rich diversity of plants,
animals, and habitats. Public access allowed in the watershed is confined to the
northern Rattlesnake Lake Recreation Area (a 111-acre area adjacent to Raging
River State Forest and Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area), which is located
outside the hydrologic boundaries of the Cedar River Municipal Watershed. A 1-
mile planned trail segment, that underwent prior SEPA review, within east Tiger
Mountain State Forest is proposed to no longer be developed, since a nearby
additional planned trail with SEPA review complete will provide the necessary trail
system connection.

Six
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 Approximately 25-miles of preliminary planned trails were not considered high 
priority and are no longer proposed for development. Proposed trails eliminated 
from this proposal are depicted on attached project maps and plans. Generally, 
preliminary planned trails were removed from this overall proposal in an effort to 
retain larger contiguous areas without trail access and when the preliminary 
planned trail experience or trail system connection could be provided with a 
preferred alternative higher priority trail location, with an improved more 
sustainable location and design, in a complex forested landscape with 
environmental trail routing challenges, limitations, and restrictions. 

 Approximately 25-miles of new trails are proposed for final buildout and 
completion of the east Tiger Mountain and Raging River State Forest trail systems 
with a reduced trail density. A summary of new proposed trails includes: 

o Approximately 12-miles of equestrian, hiking, and biking trails within the 
equestrian primary management objective Raging River State Forest area 
(equestrians have the travel right-of-way). 

o Approximately 4-miles of mountain biking descent-only travel trails within 
Raging River State Forest, to provide downhill-only experiences and 
encourage less descending mountain bike traffic on 2-way travel multi-use 
trails to reduce the likelihood of conflicts. 

o Approximately 4-miles of hiking and mountain biking trails within Raging 
River State Forest and Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area that provide 
community connections to wildland trail systems and/or link to the east 
Tiger Mountain bike trail system. 

o A North Bend community connection hiking and biking trail link between 
the planned Tennant Trailhead Park and Snoqualmie Point Trailhead 
(access to Raging River State Forest via active transportation and transit 
from downtown North Bend and the regional Snoqualmie Valley Trail). 

o A hiking-only trail connection helping to better link the hiking-only 
designated Middle Tiger Mountain Trail to the east Tiger Mountain Summit 
area for long distance hiking/trail running opportunities. 

o A low-elevation hiking and biking connection in east Tiger Mountain State 
Forest eventually allowing a long-distance link to Raging River State 
Forest. 

 

Summary of proposed trailhead related implementation: 
 Tiger Summit Trailhead renovation will increase the current 50 parking space 

formal capacity to approximately 171 total parking spaces. The current 
trailhead, built over 30 years ago, is poorly organized and often overflowing 
with vehicles as some visitors seek additional nondesignated parking options 
within the State Route 18 right-of-way and along the highway, and on the 
trailhead access road shoulder.  Proposed renovation will improve public 
safety by providing well organized and designated parking within the trailhead.  
Of the total parking spaces, 8 ADA spaces and 6 Horse Trailer parking spaces 
(with 1 equestrian ADA) are proposed. Renovation will include picnic areas, 
staging areas with kiosks, a shuttle stop, ADA parking, improvements to 
circulation and space of drive aisles and walking, biking, equestrian paths 
within and between the trailhead and trail access points. 

Tiger Summit Trailhead renovation will increase the existing 50 car parking 
capacity to approximately 171 parking spaces. The current trailhead, built over 
30 years ago, is gravel surfaced, poorly organized and often overflowing with 
hundreds of visitors parking within the State Route 18 right-of-way. The 
proposed trailhead renovation will improve public safety by providing much 
needed well organized and designated parking. Of the total parking spaces, 8 
ADA passenger vehicle spaces and 6 Horse Trailer spaces (including 1 ADA 
trailer space) are proposed. The proposed renovation will include picnic areas, 
staging areas with kiosks, a shuttle stop, and improvements to circulation with 
wider driving aisles, clearly delineated and striped parking spaces, and 
designated walking, biking, equestrian routes within the facility. The renovation 
will provide access to mountain biking, hiking and equestrian trails and will 
improve the connection to an accessible interpretive hiking loop. 
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 High Point Trailhead Addition will involve organizing and providing an improved 
safer parking replacement to the current unorganized trailhead access road 
shoulder parking and along Exit #20 off/on ramps, from Interstate 90, by 
providing a 153 parking space formal trailhead option for visitors (including 6 
ADA spaces). Other amenities will include an information kiosk, concrete vault 
toilet, trailhead direct/transit shuttle stop and loading zone, repurposing a former 
home site with interpretive/education elements, shelter, and a gathering/picnic/ 
nature play area.  The addition will also provide designated connections 
including bike and pedestrian lanes under Interstate 90 connecting to a regional 
trail and public lands to the north, a pedestrian lane along the frontage road 
better linking to the existing High Point Trailhead and Tradition Plateau areas to 
the west, and an approximate 0.5 length trail connection to the existing West 
Tiger Mountain Natural Resources Conservation Area trail system.   

Overall, proposed work will seek to provide more sustainable long-term recreation 
opportunities to discourage reopening and use of decommissioned “nondesignated trails”, 
improve trail system connectivity and sustainability, provide trail loop opportunities that 
connect to formal well organized and defined visitor parking areas or long distance 
regional trails and community connections, and benefit the hiking, equestrian, and 
mountain bike use types on compatible trails, within existing trail network areas. 

 
The majority of proposed trail routes are conceptually designed and final trail locations will 
be fully completed once the more detailed full trail design and layout process is finalized. 
Overall, a stacked-loop trail system design is targeted where successive trail loops are 
“stacked” upon each other, connecting in such a way as to give users options for extended 
distance or varied routes. The stacked loop trail system design is a method that helps 
achieve a positive user experience, while reducing and balancing overall density of trail 
development, by allowing for directional travel and use-type trail designations, when 
appropriate, which can reduce trail conflicts between users with reduced overall trail 
density. Trail construction will generally include approximately two to three feet travel 
width of forest floor exposure to mineral soil using ordinary hand tools and/or a mini diesel 
powered excavator. Decommissioning “nondesignated” trails will typically involve trail 
crews utilizing hand tools to place dead non-habitat timber across travel routes, replant 
native vegetation within impacted trail corridors and directly on the trail tread surface, and 
scatter forest debris to mimic the natural environment and encourage natural regeneration 
processes to occur. Trail system and new route design will isolate and encourage the 
majority of recreation visitors to travel sustainably built and appropriately located trail 
routes to help reduce the need for recreationists to travel off-trail and along active forest 
roads that disperse throughout the forest. This project should provide visitors with 
designated and sustainably built and located trail options, reduce user conflicts with other 
visitors and motorized vehicle traffic on narrow forest roads, while improving the 
recreational experience for visitors. 

High Point Trailhead Addition will provide a new formal forest entry and an 
improved and safer parking experience to replace the current unorganized 
parking along the trailhead access road. The proposed facility will include an 
entry circle, a shuttle stop and school bus loading zone, and 153 designated 
parking spaces, including 6 ADA spaces. Other amenities will include an 
information kiosk, concrete vault toilet, a repurposed former home site shelter 
with interpretive/ educational elements, and areas for gathering, picnicking and 
nature play. The addition will also provide designated connections to trails 
including a new bike/ pedestrian lane under Interstate 90 connecting to a 
regional trail and public lands to the north, a pedestrian lane along the frontage 
road to connect to the existing High Point Trailhead farther up the road, and an 
approximately 0.5 mile long direct trail connection to the existing West Tiger 
Mountain Natural Resources Conservation Area Trail System. 
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Trailhead renovation and additions will involve concrete and asphalt surfacing, new 
planted bio-retention areas to improve management of storm water runoff, constructing 
short trail segments, terracing and steps, placement of large rocks to define travel paths 
and picnic areas, installations of shelters, self-contained vault toilet construction, an 
equestrian staging area ADA mounting ramp (Tiger Summit), repurposing a former home 
site for education/interpretation (High Point), and installation of informational kiosks 
(proposed trailhead work is detailed on proposed project plan attachments). 

 
When combining the complete project proposal for new trail development (25 miles), 
eliminating existing “nondesignated” trail to be decommissioned and restored (9 miles), 
and eliminating construction of prior SEPA reviewed trail development (4 miles) it is 
anticipated that this project will result in a net overall landscape gain of approximately 12 
constructed Final Phase miles of agency “designated” trail recognized and managed by 
DNR. In addition, this project will result in a renovated Tiger Summit Trailhead area and 
High Point Trailhead addition that improves the organization of existing visitation by 
providing organized parking areas as an alternative to road shoulder and outdated 
recreation access facilities. 

 
West Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Planning Area – Phase 3 Recreation Plan 
Implementation, outlined in this proposal, will help meet specific recreation objectives 
through a variety of strategies, located in the Snoqualmie Corridor – West. 
There are several recreation development objectives & strategies, identified from the 2015 
Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Plan, that support, influence, and guide this proposal, and 
those objectives & strategies referenced in the recreation plan, include the following 
information: 

 
Entire Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Planning Area – Recreation Facilities, Objective A: 
“Provide and maintain a network of designated facilities that are safe, enjoyable, and 
sustainable as defined by the following strategies:” 
Strategy 1. “Plan new facility locations and designs that are consistent with the DNR 
Habitat Conservation Plan and other relevant policies, procedures, rules, and regulations.” 
Strategy 2. “Develop proposed facilities in conjunction with the required leases, 
easements, permits, and agreements needed for counties, grant funding requirements, and 
(where required) trust compensation.” 
Strategy 3. “Design and maintain facilities that protect the environment and natural 
resources, support safe and sustainable recreation opportunities, and provide user 
accessibility in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and other 
regulations.” 
Strategy 4. “Determine appropriate locations for new recreation facilities based on an 
assessment of biological, soils, geological, and forest management considerations.” 
Strategy 5. “Determine the size of new trailhead facilities based in part on a carrying 
capacity assessment of the trail system.” 
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Strategy 6. “Renovate existing facilities to be consistent with DNR standards and existing 
policies, rules, and regulations.” 
Strategy 7. “Consider providing facilities that support group events.” 
 
Recreation Facilities: West Tiger Mountain NRCA, Objective B: 
“Provide additional parking in appropriate locations to support recreational access,” 
consistent with the following strategies: 
Strategy 1. “Evaluate area to expand the existing High Point Trailhead parking area.” 
Strategy 2. “Work with King County and the City of Issaquah to explore opportunities for 
environmental education, interpretation and day use, and developing Exit 20 as a gateway 
to the Snoqualmie Corridor.” 

 
Recreation Facilities: Tiger Mountain State Forest, Objective C: 
“Provide additional parking and facilities in appropriate locations to support recreational 
access,” consistent with the following strategies: 
Strategy 1. “Expand existing Tiger Summit Trailhead.” 

 
Entire Snoqualmie Recreation Planning Area- Recreation Trails, Objective A: “Provide and 
maintain a network of safe, enjoyable, and sustainable recreational trails consistent with 
the following strategies:” 
Strategy 1. “Locate, design, and develop trails consistent with DNR standards, stewardship 
responsibilities, suitability criteria, safety and risk management, and desired user 
experience.” 
Strategy 2. “Evaluate existing trail network and upgrade, relocate, or decommission trail 
segments as appropriate to ensure the trail network’s long-term sustainability.” 
Strategy 3. “Create and maintain trail systems that minimize long term maintenance and 
prevent or minimize the potential for erosion and sediment delivery into nearby water 
bodies. 
Strategy 4. “As trail projects are implemented, add new trails where appropriate, existing 
trails will be evaluated and improved where possible, and unsustainable trails will be 
decommissioned and/or relocated to new long term locations, with old locations restored.” 
Strategy 5. “Identify and evaluate existing nondesignated trails for safety, sustainability, 
and resource protection to determine whether they should be designated, rerouted, 
restored, or decommissioned.” 
Strategy 6. “Maintain separate use trails, where appropriate, for safety of users and/or 
enhanced user experience.” 
Strategy 7. “Establish trail management objectives for designated trails. Trail management 
objectives describe standards for planning, construction, and maintenance of new trails 
and trail segments.” 

 
Recreation Trails, West Tiger Mountain NRCA, Objective B: “Maintain and improve trail 
hiking opportunities,” through the following strategies: 



10 July 2016  

Strategy 1: “Improve trail connections and signs to direct hikers from the High Point 
Trailhead to the variety of hiking trails in West Tiger Mountain NRCA.” 

 

Recreation Trails, Tiger Mountain State Forest, Objective C: “Improve trail opportunities for 
hikers, mountain bikers, and equestrians,” through the following strategies: 
Strategy 1: “Develop a mountain biking and hiking trail connection from the community of 
Preston to Tiger Mountain State Forest and through to the Raging River State Forest by 
utilizing the underpass under SR 18.” 
Strategy 2: “Improve and expand mountain biking opportunities in the eastern part of Tiger 
Mountain State Forest.” 
Strategy 3: “Maintain a clear separation between hiking and mountain biking zones.” 
Strategy 4: “Improve existing trail connections and signage to direct the public from the 
existing Tiger Summit Trailhead to nearby hiking, biking, and equestrian opportunities.” 

 
Recreation Trails, Raging River State Forest, Objective D: “Develop trail opportunities for 
mountain biking, horseback riding, and hiking.” The following strategies, related to this 
proposal, were identified to meet Objective D. 
Strategy 1: “Develop mountain biking recreation opportunities in the mountain biking zone 
in the northeastern part of the forest. Allow hiking and horseback riding as secondary uses 
where compatible.” 
Strategy 2: “Work with King County to develop equestrian trail connections from the 
equestrian zone in Raging River State Forest to Taylor Mountain Forest. Allow hiking and 
mountain biking as secondary uses where compatible.” 
Strategy 3: Develop trails within the equestrian zone that are compatible with connections 
to the adjacent lands. Allow hiking and mountain biking as secondary uses in the 
equestrian zone where appropriate.” 
Strategy 4: “Provide trail connections between the mountain biking and equestrian zones 
to allow long distance opportunities for hikers, mountain bikers, and equestrians where 
appropriate.” 
Strategy 5: “Locate trails in a manner that limits the potential for users to trespass into the 
City of Seattle’s Cedar River Watershed to the south.” 
Strategy 6: “Design and manage new mountain biking trails in the Raging River State 
Forest in a manner that keeps mountain bike trails separate from the existing “hiker only” 
trail in the Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area.” 
Strategy 7: “Provide clear signage and connections that direct users to the appropriate 
recreation.” 

 
Project work on non-DNR managed land will not occur unless the owner grants formal 
legal approval, or the property is acquired by the Washington State Department of Natural 
Resources. 
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12. Location of the proposal. Give sufficient information for a person to understand the precise location 
of your proposed project, including a street address, if any, and section, township, and range, if known. If 
a proposal would occur over a range of area, provide the range or boundaries of the site(s). Provide a 
legal description, site plan, vicinity map, and topographic map, if reasonably available. While you should 
submit any plans required by the agency, you are not required to duplicate maps or detailed plans 
submitted with any permit applications related to this checklist. 

West Tiger Mountain Natural Resources Conservation Area occupies the northern and 
western slopes of Tiger Mountain and is bounded by Interstate 90 to the north and provides 
a scenic backdrop to the City of Issaquah to the west. The existing trail system is 
predominantly accessed from the proposed High Point renovation and addition project, by 
travelling south from the Exit #20 off-ramp accessed from Interstate 90. 

Tiger Mountain State Forest occupies the remaining southern and eastern portions of Tiger 
Mountain and is bounded by State Route 18 (SR 18) to the east. The existing trail system 
and proposed trails are typically accessed from Tiger Summit Trailhead located on the 
north side of the summit of State Route 18. Tiger Summit Trailhead is proposed for 
renovation and additional parking improvements. 

Raging River State Forest and Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area is located on the south 
side of Interstate-90, just east of State Route 18, and north of Taylor Mountain. Currently 
an approximate 27-mile trail system is present within Raging River State Forest and an 8- 
mile segment of the Rattlesnake Mountain Trail (11 total trail miles) passes through both 
Raging River State Forest and Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area. Proposed new trails will 
continue to be accessed primarily from Snoqualmie Point Trailhead accessed from the 
south of Interstate 90, exit #27 and via future long-distance trail connections from Tiger 
Summit Trailhead, King County Taylor Mountain Trailhead (primarily equestrian visitors), 
and community trail connections planned to better connect Snoqualmie Ridge and the City 
of North Bend residents and visitors. 

 
The legal description of the project areas is as follows: 

 
West Tiger Mountain NRCA, within King County: Sections 25 and 36 Township 24N, Range 
6E. 

 
Tiger Mountain State Forest, within King County: Sections 4, 5, 7, 9, 10, 15, and 18 
Township 23N, Range 7E. 

 
Raging River State Forest and Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area, within King County: 
Sections 12, 13, 14, 15, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 Township 23N, Range 7E and within 
Sections 6, 7, 8, 18, 19, 30 Township 23N, Range 8E. 

 

Project work on non-DNR managed land will not occur unless formal approval is granted 
by the owner, or the Washington State Department of Natural Resources acquires the 
property. 
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B. ENVIRONMENTAL ELEMENTS 
 
1. Earth 
a. General description of the site 
(circle one): Flat, rolling, hilly, steep slopes, mountainous, 

other   
 

West Tiger Mountain NRCA includes a cluster of three peaks known as West Tiger 
Summit, the tallest at 2,885 feet. Distinctive physical features of the area include 
talus rock caves, two lakes, forested wetlands, several stream systems, and mature 
forest stands. 

 
Tiger Mountain State Forest includes three peaks, Middle Tiger, South Tiger and East 
Tiger, the tallest at 3,004 feet elevation. This forested trust land contains several 
small wetlands and stream corridors. 

 
Raging River State Forest occupies a basin formed by the western slopes of 
Rattlesnake Mountain and the northern slopes of Taylor Mountain. It contains the 
headwaters of the Raging River and is managed as state trust land. Rattlesnake 
Mountain Scenic Area rises to a 3,500 foot ridge with rocky cliffs, steep ravines, and 
stream corridors that drop rapidly to form waterfalls. The scenic area lies directly 
adjacent to Raging River State Forest. 

 
b. What is the steepest slope on the site (approximate percent slope)? 

 
The landscape contains areas of both gentler and steep mountainous terrain. The 
ridgelines contain cliffs and rock outcroppings with many slopes exceeding 65% 
and some exceeding 90% in places. Steep terrain is also found along incised stream 
channels and bluffs throughout the area. Much of West Tiger NRCA, Tiger Mountain, 
Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area, & Raging River State Forests contain higher 
elevation slopes often exceeding 45%. Many of the proposed trail development sites 
are located on variable terrain with gentler slopes The proposed trail renovation and 
new development project sites, at lower elevations, are typically located on gentler 
slopes, often not exceeding 10%. Some proposed trailhead renovation and addition 
locations are located along flatter slopes rarely exceeding 5% grade. The proposed 
work at higher elevations can vary dramatically and pass-through terrain with slopes 
ranging from approximately 20% - 70% or more. Careful avoidance of unsustainable 
excessively steep slopes for proposed trail routes and trailhead work were avoided 
in the trail and facility concept design process. Detailed geologist review has 
occurred at proposed trailhead work sites and a remote review along proposed trail 
routes located on steeper gradients. Additional detailed geologist field review will 
occur on steeper terrain, if necessary, once final detailed trail design is completed 
and prior to ground breaking, in order to avoid any potentially unstable slopes. 

 
c. What general types of soils are found on the site (for example, clay, sand, gravel, peat, 

muck)? If you know the classification of agricultural soils, specify them and note any 
agricultural land of long-term commercial significance and whether the proposal results in 
removing any of these soils. 
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Trail, and trail bridge development will include removal of forest debris and organic 
forest surface duff to a mineral soil surface to create a stable & firm trail tread. 
Trailhead renovation/additions will involve grading the existing exposed soil surface 
to improve the uniformity of the parking areas, new clearing and grading, before 
adding gravel and asphalt/concrete surfacing for durability with additional 
necessary storm water bioretention areas for improved storm water management. 

 
Tiger Mountain State Forest and West Tiger Mountain NRCA: The upper peaks 
consist of Trude and Little John soils which are well-drained sandy loam. Silty loam 
Elwell soils, gravelly sandy loam Xerocherpts, and sandy loam Kaleetan soils 
dominate the upper elevations and all are well drained. Moderately drained, gravelly 
loam Tokul soils are located on South Tiger and the lower elevations of East Tiger. 
The north and west-facing slopes of West Tiger consist of moderately well-drained 
gravelly loam Alderwood, well-drained gravelly sandy loam Beausite and well- 
drained gravelly loam Ovall soils. 

 
The Raging River State Forest is located in the bowl formed by northern slopes of 
Taylor Mountain and western slopes of Rattlesnake Mountain. The western slopes 
of Rattlesnake Mountain consists of moderately well-drained silt loam Elwell and 
well-drained loam Hartnit soils. The northern slopes of Taylor Mountain consist of 
well-drained gravelly sandy loam Kanaskat and Beausite soils. The basin consists 
of moderately well-drained gravelly loam Tokul soils. 

 
Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area occupies the ridge and eastern slopes of 
Rattlesnake Mountain and consists of well-drained pitcher soils an nagrom rock 
outcrops at the ridgeline with well-drained gravelly loam Ogarty soils on lower 
eastern slopes. 

 
d. Are there surface indications or history of unstable soils in the immediate vicinity? If so, 

describe. 
 

Landslide mapping indicates that mass wasting activity is concentrated along incised 
stream channels and steep slopes, although mass wasting is not limited to these areas. 
Unstable soils were mapped as part of the Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Plan land 
suitability process (Geology & Soils Criteria). Erodible soils and areas with higher 
potential for debris flows, rock topples, and shallow undifferentiated landslides are 
associated with the high ridges. 

 
West Tiger Mountain NRCA: Soils with high erosion potential are located in the vicinity of 
West Tiger Summit. Deep-seated landslides and soils with higher potential for mass 
wasting are found on the north-facing slopes. Earth flows and areas with high potential 
for landslides are found along a tributary of Issaquah Creek. 

 
Tiger Mountain State Forest: Soils with high erosion potential are found along the 
Raging River in the northeast zone of the state forest. Deep-seated landslides are 
found in the East Tiger Summit Area. Small areas with higher potential for mass 
wasting are found on slopes in the East and South Tiger Summit areas. 
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Raging River State Forest: Highly erodible soils and areas with higher potential for 
landslides are associated with the Raging River and smaller streams. Soils with 
higher potential for landslides were mapped on the west-facing slopes of Taylor 
Mountain. 

 
Careful field verification when renovating or expanding facilities and designing new trails 
includes avoidance and limiting impacts to potentially unstable slopes and landforms and 
areas of high mass wasting potential. 

 
A State Lands Licensed Engineering Geologist (LEG) completed in-person field based and 
remote reviews of the project areas and identified potentially unstable slopes and 
landforms around some concept proposed trail routes. Potentially unstable slopes and 
landforms include areas prone to shallow landsliding and areas of potential deep-seated 
landslides. Staff will continue to work with the State Lands LEG during final trail layout 
and design, in proposed project areas in proximity to any unstable slopes, for careful field 
verification and avoidance and buffering of these potentially unstable identified areas. 
Trails will maintain natural drainage patterns and avoid concentrating or placing water on 
potentially unstable slopes or landforms. Steep slope hazard reviews, stream and wetland 
buffer field verifications and recommendations were evaluated and integrated into trailhead 
renovation and addition project proposal designs and site plans. The State Land LEG 
completed a field review and slope stability assessment with soils report for proposed 
trailhead elements. Findings included that the trailhead addition and renovation proposed 
work poses a low risk of initiating landsliding and is at a naturally low risk of experiencing 
landsliding from any related “steep slope hazard areas.” 

 
This proposal includes trail bridge installations, required to safely cross stream channels, 
which due to their complexity, can often be associated with potential shallow landslides 
within riparian corridors. Careful field reconnaissance and verification was performed to 
avoid unstable riparian areas for proposed trail bridge installation site locations. Trail 
bridge installations will provide a safe crossing, improved user experience for 
recreationists, and reduce any sediment delivery associated with current wet crossings 
along the trail surface. All trail bridge installations require an engineer stamped design to 
ensure stability of the foundations and to ensure proper clearance over stream channels, 
including accommodating large debris flow events in order to meet WDFW Hydraulic 
Project Approval requirements. 

 
e. Describe the purpose, type, total area, and approximate quantities and total affected area of 

any filling, excavation, and grading proposed. Indicate source of fill. 
 

Minor trail tread surface grading is anticipated for mini excavator constructed trail 
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segments to provide a defined and durable trail surface. Minor fill, using on-site soil, may 
be required to provide gentle trail gradients on short distance trail segments and to create 
gentle grade approaches to trail bridges. Fill will be used within the same trail corridor 
footprint, sourced from trail drainage surface depressions, during frequent grade reversal 
construction, to improve precipitation delivered water to drain and sheet flow across the 
trail surfaces. Minor surface grading and fill may be required for trail bridge abutments, 
typically a small footprint around 3’ depth X 5-8’ width, in order to create a level surface for 
pre-cast concrete trail bridge abutments. Grading, excavation, fill and surfacing will be 
required for trailhead renovation and addition work to create vehicle parking spaces, drive 
aisles, and amenities. 

 
f. Could erosion occur as a result of clearing, construction, or use? If so, generally describe. 

 
None is anticipated and the design of trail construction and trailhead renovation and 
additions will reduce erosion potential by siting the trailhead additions and routing the 
trails in sustainable locations less prone to erosion potential. Some minor erosion could 
occur because of trail development, in order to prevent significant erosion, trail work will 
seek to maintain natural drainage patterns. In addition, trails will target a constructed travel 
width of approximately 36 inches or less and will be limited in grading, which will reduce 
their footprint and thus, further reduce potential erosion. Decommissioning nondesignated 
unsustainable trails will help return the hillslope to its natural slope and drainage patterns. 

 
g. About what percent of the site will be covered with impervious surfaces after project 

construction (for example, asphalt or buildings)? 
 

The trails will be naturally surfaced with native mineral soil and rock, if necessary some 
trail surfaces may be hardened with gravel and other various sizes of native on-site 
rock. Trailhead renovation and addition work will include grading both existing 
impacted and new surfaces to improve and create new parking areas, typically the 
drive aisles, parking areas, picnic, shuttle stop, and kiosk areas will have impervious 
asphalt and/or concrete surfacing. At Tiger Summit Trailhead, an equestrian parking 
area will be developed with gravel surfacing with trailer parking delineators. Trail 
bridges require small 3’ depth X 5-8’ width sized pre-cast concrete abutments that are 
impervious. 

 
h. Proposed measures to reduce or control erosion, or other impacts to the earth, if any: 

 
Sustainable trail design and construction techniques will reduce the need for significant 
erosion control measures through use of frequent trail grade reversals, drainage dips, 
cross drains, and culverts. Use of significant erosion control methods are not anticipated, 
however; if necessary, erosion control best management practices will be used, such as 
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silt fencing, erosion control fabric, weed free wood straw, straw wattles, and other methods 
may be used as necessary to reduce or control erosion on trails and at trailhead renovation 
addition sites, and in some circumstances, may be required by permits. Use of 
bioretention areas, retention of native plants and tree conservation, and use of buffers at 
trailhead sites will help control erosion and reduce impacts. 

 
2. Air 
a. What types of emissions to the air would result from the proposal during construction, 

operation, and maintenance when the project is completed? If any, generally describe and give 
approximate quantities if known. 

 
During construction of some trail segments, when diesel powered mini excavators are 
utilized for construction and/or if motorized wheelbarrows are utilized to transport trail- 
hardening materials, there may be minor dust and equipment emissions. Trailhead 
renovation/addition work will involve heavy equipment, such as dump trucks making 
delivery trips to deliver crushed rock, asphalt and/or concrete surfacing, and other 
necessary construction materials to be used during the construction phase of the 
project. Minor equipment emissions would be difficult to measure approximate 
quantities and will not be significant, as they will be predominantly related to the 
construction phase of the project. The completed project will continue to offer public 
access with passenger vehicles contributing some level of emissions when accessing 
the project from trailhead parking areas. 

 
b. Are there any off-site sources of emissions or odor that may affect your proposal? If so, 
generally describe. 

 
Minor emissions from trail crew, volunteers, and contractor vehicles will occur during 
transportation to the site, to deliver equipment and materials, and to provide equipment 
operators and manual labor to implement the project. 

 
c. Proposed measures to reduce or control emissions or other impacts to air, if any: 

 
None proposed, emissions will be minor and temporary with the project surrounded by a 
forest ecosystem or existing adjacent transportation corridor (Interstate 90 and State 
Route 18) that will provide a buffer to adjacent properties. 

 
3. Water 
a. Surface Water: 

1) Is there any surface water body on or in the immediate vicinity of the site (including 
year-round and seasonal streams, saltwater, lakes, ponds, wetlands)? If yes, describe type and 
provide names. If appropriate, state what stream or river it flows into. 

 
Yes, several trails will need to cross year-round and seasonal intermittent streams, 
predominantly unnamed streams and drainages, which eventually flow into named 
waterways. 
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Tiger Mountain State Forest (east): One hiking-only designated trail connection linking to 
the Middle Tiger Trail, will require a bridge crossing over a Type Ns (non-fish seasonal) 
unnamed intermittent seasonal stream that eventually flows into Holder Creek. The 
proposed mountain biking and hiking trail connection below the #7000 (East Side Road) 
will require approximately 7 trail bridges to cross over regulated waters. Three bridges 
will cross over Type F (fish streams) with the remaining four bridges crossing over Type 
N (non-fish) streams. Several of these streams are named, including Trout Hatchery 
Creek, Spring Fork Creek, and Tiger Fork Creek - all of which eventually flow into Raging 
River. The Tiger Summit Trailhead renovation/addition project will require buffers 
between two Type F (fish) streams, which eventually flow into Holder Creek. 

 
West Tiger Mountain Natural Resources Conservation Area: High Point Trailhead 
Addition will require a buffer from High Point Creek, a Type Fp (fish perennial) stream, to 
the east of the proposed project site. In addition, a buffer will be required from a wetland 
and a stream to the west of the project site. 

 
Raging River State Forest/Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area: Several new trail segments 
will need to cross intermittent drainages, both seasonal and year-round streams. The 
future North Bend Community Connection trail will include trail bridge installations over all 
regulated waters, including multiple trail bridges spanning predominantly Type N (non-fish) 
streams, many of which are seasonal, with two bridges likely spanning Type F (fish) 
streams. All streams are unnamed and eventually flow into Kimball Creek. Proposed trail 
work at lower elevations on the north and east side of Raging River will cross over three 
Type F (fish) streams, eventually flowing into the Raging River (with one trail bridge 
proposed to span Raging River). Two trail bridges are proposed for installation on trails 
located on the south and west side of the forest, one bridge will span a Type F (fish) stream 
and one bridge will span a Type N (non-fish) stream, both streams eventually flow into Deep 
Creek, which eventually flows into Raging River. 

 
2) Will the project require any work over, in, or adjacent to (within 200 feet) the described 

waters? If yes, please describe and attach available plans. 
 

Yes, new trail development will require crossing regulated waters using different trail 
construction methods for water crossings. The selected method will be dependent on the 
size of the water channel and Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife requirements for 
protection of fish habitat. A combination of trail bridges, trail boardwalks, culverts, and 
rock armored crossings (for small intermittent seasonal crossings) will be used. 
Generally, all regulated water crossings with substantial flows will require trail bridge 
installations, with all Type F (fish) streams receiving trail bridge crossings. Rock armored 
crossings typically involve anchoring large one-man boulders on the outer edge of the 
trail edge to retain smaller size surface rock functioning as a level surface to travel 
across, through an intermittent seasonal non-fish drainage. The Hydraulic Project 
Approval (HPA) from the Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife (WDFW) will stipulate 
regulations concerning work within the described waters. Trail bridges will be necessary 
for long-term year-round trail access across larger streams. It is possible that additional 
water crossings will be required during the implementation process, in those 
circumstances WDFW will be notified through the HPA application process on work 
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proposed across regulated water. WDFW will evaluate proposed regulated stream 
crossing strategies and issue a Hydraulic Project Approval, with stipulations for the project 
and specific regulated crossing structure proposal. Forested vegetated buffers, native 
plantings, and bioretention areas will likely be required for proposed trailhead 
renovation/addition work. 

 
3) Estimate the amount of fill and dredge material that would be placed in or removed 

from surface water or wetlands and indicate the area of the site that would be affected. 
Indicate the source of fill material. 

 
This project does not include fill or dredge material being placed or removed from any 
surface water or wetlands. 

 
4) Will the proposal require surface water withdrawals or diversions? Give general description, 

purpose, and approximate quantities if known. 
 
No surface water withdrawals or diversions are necessary for this proposal. 

 
5) Does the proposal lie within a 100-year floodplain? If so, note location on the site plan. 

 
Trail bridges will be located outside of the 100-year floodplain and ordinary high water 
mark (OHWM) a Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife (WDFW) Hydraulic Project 
Approval (HPA) requirement. Seasonal intermittent non-fish streams will require 
boardwalks, culverts, or rock armored crossings to safely travel across. Rock armored 
crossings typically involve anchoring large one-man size boulders on the outer edge of the 
trail edge to retain smaller size surface rock, functioning as a level surface to travel across 
through the intermittent seasonal drainage and are not typically installed on regulated 
streams that would have a measurable 100-year floodplain. The Hydraulic Project Approval 
(HPA) from the WDFW will stipulate regulations concerning work within regulated waters. It 
is possible that additional trail bridges may be necessary, or required for long- term 
sustainable trail access. WDFW, King County, and DNR Forest Practices will likely require 
setbacks, buffers, and bioretention areas for proposed trailhead renovation/addition work, 
depending on final approved and permitted renovation/addition plans and proximity to 
floodplains. 

 
6) Does the proposal involve any discharges of waste materials to surface waters? If so, 

describe the type of waste and anticipated volume of discharge. 
 

No waste material will be discharged into surface waters. 
 
b. Ground Water: 

1) Will groundwater be withdrawn from a well for drinking water or other purposes? If so, give 
a general description of the well, proposed uses and approximate quantities withdrawn 
from the well. Will water be discharged to groundwater? Give general description, purpose, 
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and approximate quantities if known. 
 

No groundwater is planned to be withdrawn with this proposal. No well or drinking water is 
planned for this proposal. 

 
2) Describe waste material that will be discharged into the ground from septic tanks or 

other sources, if any (for example: Domestic sewage; industrial, containing the 
following chemicals. . . ; agricultural; etc.). Describe the general size of the system, the 
number of such systems, the number of houses to be served (if applicable), or the number 
of animals or humans the system(s) are expected to serve. 

 
No waste materials will be discharged into the ground as a result of this proposal. 

 
c. Water runoff (including stormwater): 

1) Describe the source of runoff (including storm water) and method of collection 
and disposal, if any (include quantities, if known). Where will this water flow? 
Will this water flow into other waters? If so, describe. 

 
Trail development will target a 5% trail tread surface outslope to encourage precipitation- 
delivered water to sheet flow directly across the trails to retain the natural side slope drainage 
of the terrain. Water from trails will be diverted from running down the trails and instead be 
immediately dispersed onto the forest floor, encouraging water sheet flow immediately 
across the contours of the trail, to mimic the natural water runoff process of the forest 
ecosystem. Trailhead renovation/addition work will involve clearing areas and grading to 
improve the surface and adding crushed rock with some asphalt and concrete surfacing. 
Natural infiltration and dispersal onto the adjacent forest floor or planted bioretention areas 
will be encouraged via facility design to improve management of stormwater. 

 
2) Could waste materials enter ground or surface waters? If so, generally describe. 

 
No waste materials should enter surface or ground waters. 

 
3) Does the proposal alter or otherwise affect drainage patterns in the vicinity of the site? If so, 

describe. 
 

Trail routes will be designed to manage runoff on site and to minimize the impact of runoff 
and altered drainage patterns to adjacent areas. The natural terrain’s side slope drainage 
will be retained by outlsoping trail tread and incorporating frequent trail grade reversals & 
undulations to increase water sheet flow directly across the trails. Trailhead 
renovation/addition work will retain the general footprint of the existing areas and include 
surfacing with crushed rock and pavement additions with bioretention areas. New trail 
bridges will improve drainage patterns by preventing recreationists from crossing through 
stream channels, reducing the chance of sediment delivery depending on the user’s mode 
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of travel, and limiting erosion occurring near riparian areas. Erosion near riparian areas 
may be occurring on existing nondesignated trails, proposed for decommission and 
restoration. Trail bridge installations should improve protection of water resources and 
reduce the likelihood of sediment delivery to streams. 

 
d. Proposed measures to reduce or control surface, ground, and runoff water, and drainage pattern 
impacts, if any: 

 
Proposed measures will involve stabilizing any soils that are exposed by recreation 
facility and trail work with weed free wood straw bales, re- vegetation via plantings, 
and/or layering of forest floor woody debris and other best management practices, as 
needed during the construction phase. Stream crossing approaches can be elevated to 
prevent channeling of storm water towards streams and to direct water off the trails and 
onto the forest floor prior to the stream crossings, to act as a natural buffer. Trail and 
trailhead renovation/additions will be rock surfaced and hardened (asphalt for trailheads) 
in appropriate locations to prevent erosion. The Hydraulic Project Approval (HPA), issued 
by WDFW, may require more control measures near trail bridges and for armoring non- 
fish intermittent stream crossings, based on permit stipulations. 

 
4. Plants 
a. Check the types of vegetation found on the site: 

_X_ deciduous tree: alder, vine maple, aspen, other 
_X_ evergreen tree: fir, cedar, pine, other: Douglas-fir, western red cedar, western hemlock, 

mountain hemlock, sitka spruce, Pacific silver fir, noble fir 
_X_ shrubs 
_X_ grass 
 pasture 
 crop or grain 
 Orchards, vineyards or other permanent crops. 
_X_ wet soil plants: cattail, buttercup, bullrush, skunk cabbage, other 
 water plants: water lily, eelgrass, milfoil, other 
 other types of vegetation 

 
b. What kind and amount of vegetation will be removed or altered? 

 
Trail development will require removal of small forest understory vegetation, when it is 
present, to expose mineral soil in order to allow shaping/construction of the trail tread at a 
variety of targeted widths, typically from 2-5.’ Trail bridges will require clearing vegetation 
to mineral soil an area of approximately 3’ depth X 6-8’ width for helicopter placement of 
pre-cast concrete abutment foundations installed outside of the Ordinary High Water Mark 
(OHWM) & 100 year potential water flow storm event. No large mature trees are anticipated 
to be required for removal, but may be required for safe helicopter operations. Required 
vegetation removal at trailhead renovation/addition sites should be minimal, since cleared 
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parking areas at the existing sites are already established. Additional parking areas will 
require clearing/grading and removal of vegetation, but will also incorporate natural 
surface connector paths, conserving existing trees when possible, restoration plantings, 
and planted bio-retention areas. 

 
c. List threatened and endangered species known to be on or near the site. 

 
There are no known occurrences of threatened, or endangered plant species within the 
project area. If observed, the department’s Habitat Conservation Plan will provide biologist 
guidance on proper project buffering and/or required protective measures. In addition, the 
WDFW (Hydraulic Project Approval) HPA may require additional protections and 
stipulations during the recreation facility and/or trail construction process. 

 
d. Proposed landscaping, use of native plants, or other measures to preserve or enhance 

vegetation on the site, if any: 
 

Restoration work associated with trails would involve re-vegetation techniques using 
native plant communities, while trail bridge installations will require best practice erosion 
control measures that should also aid in re-establishing native vegetation within the small 
impacted areas of installed trail bridge abutments. Trailhead renovation/addition work will 
include necessary planted bioretention areas, retention of existing trees when feasible, and 
placing natural features, such as boulders and/or timber barriers to delineate walkways, 
which will also aid in creating and protecting areas for establishing native plant growth. In 
addition, restoration plantings will help define and improve management of drive aisles 
and parking spaces, as needed. 

 
e. List all noxious weeds and invasive species known to be on or near the site. 

 
The general project areas contains isolated patches of: Tansy Ragwort (King County 
Regulated Noxious Weed), English Holly (Non Regulated, Weed of Concern), and 
Himalayan Blackberry (Non-regulated, Class C), and Foxglove (Non Regulated, Weed of 
Concern). 

 
5. Animals 
a. List any birds and other animals which have been observed on or near the site or are known to 

be on or near the site. Examples include: 
birds: hawk, heron, eagle, songbirds, barred owls, pygmy owls, 
pileated woodpeckers, common raptors, peregrine falcon, northern 
goshawk, migratory neotropical waterfowl, woodpeckers, common 
game birds, etc... 

 
mammals: Columbia black-tailed deer, Roosevelt elk, mountain goats, 
bear, beavers, cougars, bobcats, coyotes, fox raccoons, mountain 
beavers, pikas, hares, weasels, skunks, bats, rodents, shrews, moles, 
and others. 

 
fish: trout & salmon 



22 July 2016  

b. List any threatened and endangered species known to be on or near the site. 
 

None found in corporate database. Prior to groundbreaking, the department’s Habitat 
Conservation Plan will provide biologist guidance on proper project buffering and/or 
required protective measures before any project disturbance occurs in these areas. 

 
 
c. Is the site part of a migration route? If so, explain. 

 
All of western Washington is considered part of the Pacific Flyway. While migrating 
through Pacific Northwest forests, may Neotropical migratory birds are closely 
associated with riparian areas, lakes, rivers, wetlands, cliffs, snags, and 
structurally unique tress. Riparian areas and special habitats are protected 
through implementation of the Department’s Habitat Conservation Plan. 

 
d. Proposed measures to preserve or enhance wildlife, if any: 

 
Primitive trail renovation and construction with trail bridge installations and 
renovating/expanding existing trailhead access areas are focused on improving 
sustainability of existing recreation use occurring on the landscape, coupled with 
efforts to close and restore unsustainable nondesignated trail routes. A DNR 
biologist assisting with compliance of DNR’s Habitat Conservation Plan & the 
WDFW HPA will give guidance to avoid impacts, if any, to wildlife during recreation 
facility and trail renovation, restoration, and construction activities. 
Decommissioning existing nondesignated unsustainable trail routes (6 trail miles), 
removing preliminary planned trails from the proposal (20 trail miles), and 
removing development of planned trails with prior SEPA review already completed 
(3 trail miles) will reduce human access and activity in certain areas within the 
project vicinity. A combination of approximately 29 trail miles are not being 
pursued for long-term trail development or “designated” as part of the formal trail 
system, or have been eliminated from preliminary trail system development 
implementation plans to reduce overall trail density and impacts. 

 
Providing sustainable, designated, and managed trail routes will provide visitors 
established trails as an alternative to discourage off-trail travel and use of 
nondesignated routes often located in sensitive areas. Overall, a stacked loop trail 
system design is targeted where successive trail loops are “stacked” upon each 
other, connecting in such a way as to give users options for extended distance or 
varied routes. The stacked loop trail system design is a method that helps achieve 
a positive user experience, while reducing and balancing overall density of trail 
development, by allowing for directional travel and use-type trail designations, 
when appropriate, which can reduce trail conflicts between users while also 
reducing the overall trail density required in order to manage recreation visitation 
carrying capacity. The stacked loop system design can simultaneously provide 
access to portions of Natural Resource Conservation Area and State Forests, while 
also discouraging nondesignated trail construction and off-trail travel, by providing 
a high quality and sustainable user experience. 
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DNR’s Habitat Conservation Plan, an ecosystem-based forest management plan 
that helps DNR develop and protect habitat for at-risk species while carrying out 
forest management and other activities on DNR managed lands, also guides this 
proposal. 

 
Species /Habitat: Upland 
Protection Measures: This proposal conforms to all commitments under the 1997 
DNR Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). The HCP includes a number of strategies to 
enhance and preserve wildlife over time. Specific to this proposal is quality leave- 
tree retention, which may provide critical elements for upland species and preserve 
long-term site productivity through the maintenance of forest processes. Retained 
trees are wind firm and well-formed dominant and co-dominant trees representing 
the original diversity of species. 

 
Species /Habitat: Riparian 
Protection Measures: Stream and wetland buffers have been established. These 
buffers, while protecting the water quality of the streams, will provide shelter and 
foraging areas for the riparian species that are indigenous to the area. There are 
many large trees within the RMZs and WMZs that will help maintain high shade 
levels, maintain cooler water and air temperatures, and provide for down and dead 
trees needed for quality wildlife habitat. 

 
Northern Spotted Owl- This proposal is not located in an Owl Area or in a 
landscape managed for Nesting, Roosting, Foraging, or Dispersal Management. 
This proposal is in full compliance with PR14-004-120, Northern Spotted Owl 
Protection (Westside). 

 
Marbled Murrelet- This proposal is not located in protected marbled murrelet 
habitat. No Other Long Term Forest Cover or Metered Stands are located within 
project boundaries. This proposal is in full compliance with PR 14-004-320, 
Protecting Marbled Murrelet Habitat. 

 
e. List any invasive animal species known to be on or near the site. 

 
Invasive animal species known to inhabit areas within or near the project area include: 
Starlings, House sparrows, Eurasian collared-dove, Barred Owl, and Bullfrogs are found 
throughout the lowlands of Washington. 

 
6. Energy and natural resources 
a. What kinds of energy (electric, natural gas, oil, wood stove, solar) will be used to 

meet the completed project's energy needs? Describe whether it will be used for 
heating, manufacturing, etc. 

 
The completed project will result in outdoor recreation trails and renovated trailhead 
additions. This proposal will not require energy needs, no utilities are planned for the 
renovated trailhead addition sites. The completed project trails will be non-motorized travel 
only. 

 
b. Would your project affect the potential use of solar energy by adjacent properties? 
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If so, generally describe. 
 

No, there are no known plans for solar energy sites nearby, while adjacent properties are 
heavily buffered with forested land. 

 
c. What kinds of energy conservation features are included in the plans of this proposal? 

List other proposed measures to reduce or control energy impacts, if any: 
 

Does not fully apply. During construction, utilizing manual labor to complete difficult 
hand-built trail construction segments, will help offset any required diesel powered mini 
excavator machine built trail segments and associated energy use to power equipment. 
During trailhead renovation/addition work, strategies, such as sourcing rock, asphalt, and 
other renovation materials from nearby sources, will be attempted to reduce 
transportation distances and resulting emissions. Recycled pervious asphalt will be 
considered for trailhead renovation/addition work, depending on long-term maintenance 
requirements, cost, and site compatibility. 

 
7. Environmental health 
a. Are there any environmental health hazards, including exposure to toxic chemicals, risk 

of fire and explosion, spill, or hazardous waste, that could occur as a result of this proposal? 
If so, describe. 

 
No, the result of this proposal will be designated outdoor recreation trails and two 
renovated trailhead additions. Self-contained concrete vault toilet outhouses are currently 
installed at existing vehicle parking access areas and will be installed at trailhead 
additions, waste will be periodically pumped from a sealed underground vault and 
removed by a truck and hauled away to an offsite wastewater treatment facility. Industrial 
Fire Precaution Level (IFPL) restrictions will be followed for construction operations during 
the fire risk season. 

 
1) Describe any known or possible contamination at the site from present or past uses. 

 
There is no known contamination at the proposed project sites. 

 
2) Describe existing hazardous chemicals/conditions that might affect project development and 

design. This includes underground hazardous liquid and gas transmission pipelines located within 
the project area and in the vicinity. 

 
Electric transmission lines and substations and underground gas pipelines were mapped 
during the recreation land suitability assessment and noted as unsuitable for recreation 
facility and trail development. 

 
3) Describe any toxic or hazardous chemicals that might be stored, used, or produced during the 

project's development or construction, or at any time during the operating life of the project. 
 

Diesel fuel and gasoline will be temporarily used to power excavators, graders, 
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chainsaws, and other small equipment in order to implement this project. Small 
explosives, such as dynamite, although unlikely and not anticipated, may be required 
to construct short trail segments through rocky terrain. Trailhead renovation and 
additions, with asphalt surfacing, will produce temporary emissions during 
construction. Industrial Fire Precaution Level requirements and other rules/regulations 
would be followed if explosives were required, although it is not an anticipated project 
need. 

 
4) Describe special emergency services that might be required. 

 
Fire or emergency medical response may be required if an accident occurs during 
equipment operation and/or manual labor during project implementation. Any oil 
or fuel spills discovered from equipment or vehicles will be appropriately cleaned 
and/or removed immediately. Continuation of occasional search and rescue 
services may be required to aid lost or injured visitors using trail systems. 

 
5) Proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health hazards, if any: 

 
Careful equipment fuel storage in spill proof containers will be utilized during project 
implementation. Machine operators are required to have proper training in order to run 
equipment safely. If contamination of the environment is suspected, DNR is required to 
contact the Department of Ecology to determine the necessary cleanup actions, if any, 
depending on the content and severity of the spill. 

 
b. Noise 

1) What types of noise exist in the area which may affect your project (for example: 
traffic, equipment, operation, other)? 

 
A major source of current vehicular traffic noise emitted from vehicles driving along 
Interstate 90 & State Route 18 can be heard from portions of the project areas. In 
addition, other noise emitting forest management activities will continue to occur within 
the area, including timber harvesting activities and associated forest road work 
predominantly within state trust land properties. 

 
2) What types and levels of noise would be created by or associated with the project on a 
short-term or a long-term basis (for example: traffic, construction, operation, other)? Indi- 
cate what hours noise would come from the site. 

 
There will be limited noise, typically during daylight hours during the process of each trail 
segment being renovated, developed, or decommissioned and for trailhead 
renovation/addition work. Construction equipment will include small hand tools, 
chainsaws, and possibly motorized wheelbarrows and both large & mini excavators, 
graders and equipment necessary to transport materials. In addition, some of the required 
trail bridge installations will require helicopter transport of construction materials. Also, it 
may be necessary to perform minor rock hammer drilling, or blasting, on several short trail 
segments to properly construct benched trail surfaces on rocky terrain. Noise associated 
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with vehicles utilizing existing access roads to park at trailheads, and noise generated 
from recreational trail use will continue to be periodically present in the project area and 
vicinity with similar levels occurring with current visitation. Noise occurring from 
recreationists using nondesignated unsustainable trails, proposed for closure and 
restoration, should be reduced within those areas, as certain trail segments are 
decommissioned, and restoration efforts are completed. 

 
3) Proposed measures to reduce or control noise impacts, if any: 

 
No proposed measures are necessary or are anticipated to be required. The trail and 
trailhead renovation/addition work sites are either remotely located in forest 
environments, or adjacent to active highways and interstate transportation corridors 
currently generating noise. Any noise impacts from implementing this proposal will 
be short duration, temporary, and should not affect any adjacent landowners. This 
project should not result in additional noise long-term, with the proposal’s strategy 
to improve management of the current active use of the trail system with the project 
area already open to non-motorized recreation use improving existing access 
points. 

 
8. Land and shoreline use 
a. What is the current use of the site and adjacent properties? Will the proposal affect current land 

uses on nearby or adjacent properties? If so, describe. 

The proposed project sites are managed for a mix of purposes, including: NRCA 
lands primarily for conservation and compatible low-impact public outdoor 
recreation use, and on state trust lands for sustainable timber harvest revenue 
production and public outdoor recreation as a secondary use, when compatible. 
This proposal will not affect current land uses on nearby or adjacent properties. It 
is anticipated that locating designated trail routes in more sustainable locations 
than existing nondesignated locations, often causing resource damage, will help 
accommodate current use patterns more appropriately by dispersing visitors to 
more suitable parking and trail locations. The High Point Trailhead addition 
project will help provide a more suitable alternative parking location for visitors 
currently accessing West Tiger Mountain NRCA trails and nearby existing 
outdoor recreation trail opportunities, versus the current condition of visitors 
parking vehicles in an unorganized fashion along road shoulders, often 
causing safety issues with vehicular traffic sharing roadways with pedestrians. 
Tiger Summit and West Tiger Mountain Trailhead renovation and additions will 
improve the organization of the existing and expanded parking areas by better 
defining parking spaces and drive aisles, which should improve access for 
emergency vehicles and the flow of vehicles through the site. 

b. Has the project site been used as working farmlands or working forest lands? If so, describe. 
How much agricultural or forest land of long-term commercial significance will be converted to 
other uses as a result of the proposal, if any? If resource lands have not been designated, how 
many acres in farmland or forest land tax status will be converted to nonfarm or nonforest use? 
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All of the lands within and adjacent to the proposed project areas are managed as forest 
lands, for a variety of goals, such as: sustainable timber harvesting on state trust lands, 
NRCA Statewide Management Plan defined low-impact public recreation, conservation 
purposes, and/or scenic area purposes. Prior timber extraction has occurred within the 
majority of the project areas. This project will not change the status of the NRCA lands in the 
vicinity of the proposed project areas. West Tiger Mountain Natural Resources Conservation 
Area and Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area are managed to conserve lands with natural and 
cultural resources, including but not limited to high quality native plant communities, 
suitable habitat for sensitive, threatened and endangered species, high quality examples of 
natural ecosystems, archeological and culturally significant sites and resources, and 
exceptionally scenic landscapes. NRCAs also provide opportunities for sustainable, NRCA 
Statewide Management Plan defined, low-impact recreation as well as environmental 
education where such uses do not detract from the area’s long term ecological processes 
and leave vegetation, wildlife, soil and water relatively unaltered. DNR’s Statewide NRCA 
Management Plan encourages low-impact public use, when compatible with conservation 
goals, which can include, but is not limited to, hiking, picnicking, bird watching, 
environmental education, scientific research, and other compatible uses consistent with the 
conservation purposes of each site. Tiger Mountain and Raging River State Forests are 
primarily managed for sustainable revenue generating timber harvesting and secondarily 
outdoor recreation, when compatible. This project will not change the status of the state 
trust lands in the vicinity of the proposed project areas. 

 
1) Will the proposal affect or be affected by surrounding working farm or forest land normal business 

operations, such as oversize equipment access, the application of pesticides, tilling, and 
harvesting? If so, how: 

 
No, there are no significant anticipated affects to Natural Resources Conservation Area 
lands or state trust land forest land operations or management, other than the periodic 
need for communicating temporary public access recreation closures required to safely 
perform active state trust land management activities. Adjacent public forest land 
recreation trails and regional trails to the north of the West Tiger Mountain NRCA 
project area may potentially be coordinated to connect to the proposed High Point 
Trailhead Addition and adjacent West Tiger Mountain NRCA trail network. 

 
c. Describe any structures on the site. 

 
Some minor structures are present within or near the project sites, which are 
predominantly for managing existing recreation use and for security of DNR forest 
management access roads, including: forest road gates, recreation information kiosks, 
trail bridges, self-contained vault toilets, and planned day-use shelters. 

 
d. Will any structures be demolished? If so, what? 

 
No significant structures will be demolished. 

 
e. What is the current zoning classification of the site? 

 
The proposed project sites are located on both DNR State Trust Lands and NRCA Lands, 
within zoning classification, F- Forest Zone. 
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f. What is the current comprehensive plan designation of the site? 
 

Tiger Mountain & Raging River State Forest have the current comprehensive plan 
designation of “Forest,’ while nearby Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area is designated as 
“Open Space,” and north slopes of West Tiger Mountain NRCA are designated as “Other 
Parks/Wilderness.” 

 
g. If applicable, what is the current shoreline master program designation of the site? 

 
Does not apply 

 
h. Has any part of the site been classified as a critical area by the city or county? If so, specify. 

 
No, the immediate project sites are not considered critical areas. Careful planning of 
trailhead renovation and additions and trail design during the field layout process targets 
avoidance of critical areas. The proposed project locations are not classified as a critical 
area or an area of critical environmental sensitivity defined by King County Critical Areas 
Ordinance. In order to avoid critical areas, there are required buffers and there may be 
required mitigation work by King County and other permitting authorities. Trail design 
targets avoidance and minimal disturbance of critical areas (riparian areas) when trail 
bridges are necessary for access over regulated waterways. 

 
i. Approximately how many people would reside or work in the completed project? 

 
Not applicable. This project does not include housing. This project will result in improving 
the current day-use only recreation activities available in the state forest and NRCA lands, 
while a staff maintenance person, or small crew, or volunteers may work in the project area 
when maintaining recreation resources. 

 
j. Approximately how many people would the completed project displace? 

 
None anticipated. The effort to renovate, decommission, expand, and construct recreation 
resources is to accommodate existing and future visitation, but in a more sustainable 
manner by providing suitable renovated or alternative locations for the facilities and trails 
for the public to reach the same actively visited recreation destinations, by utilizing 
designated parking areas and trails versus nondesignated trails, undefined road 
shoulders, or off-trail travel. We do not anticipate this completed project dramatically 
increasing visitation, but to better manage the visitation already occurring on the 
landscape and projected future visitation, in a more sustainable and safe way, providing a 
positive user experience. 

 
k. Proposed measures to avoid or reduce displacement impacts, if any: 

 
This proposal will encourage current visitors travelling off-trail, using undefined road 
shoulders for parking, or using nondesignated trail routes to be displaced onto designated 
sustainable alternative parking and trail route options. Equestrian parking and trailer 
access should be improved at the proposed Tiger Summit Trailhead addition, reducing 
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equestrian avoidance of the current trailhead recreation facility, due to a lack of 
appropriate space to better accommodate equestrian trailer parking and access. 

 
L. Proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with existing and projected land 

uses and plans, if any: 
 

The Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Plan (completed in March 2015) identified objectives, 
strategies, adaptive management, and implementation plans that are consistent with the 
components of this project proposal. The recreation planning process actively engaged 
the public in developing the recreation planning concepts for new facility and trail 
development, in which formed the basis for this new trail and trailhead renovation and 
addition proposal. During the development of the Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Plan 
process, DNR also convened a series of collaborative meetings with adjacent public land- 
managers to address common issues and improve connections between the landscapes. 

 
In addition, DNR maintains an ongoing citizen based advisory group, the Snoqualmie Unit 
Advisory Committee, which includes representatives from local communities, natural 
resource professionals, environmental organizations, and recreation groups and provides 
feedback and creative solutions to ongoing land management operations and challenges. 
This group helps ensure implementation of recreation projects are compatible with the 
Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Plan’s goals and strategies and adaptive management in 
response to changes in circumstances on the ground, as the recreation plan is 
implemented. 

 
Snoqualmie Valley Outdoor Recreation Action Team meetings. This group meets monthly 
during the Fall/Winter/Spring months and has various Snoqualmie Valley government 
agencies, non-profits, and stakeholders participate, with the Mountains to Sound 
Greenway scheduling and facilitating these meetings as a coordinating entity. Various 
aspects of this overall proposal have been presented and shared to update this group and 
solicit feedback regarding the project, on an ongoing basis. 

 
In addition, the majority of this proposal’s projects will be implemented and funded 
utilizing DNR awarded grants, evaluated through an open and competitive grant 
application process, with funds administered through the Washington State Recreation 
and Conservation Office (RCO). Grant applications undergo public review by advisory 
committees made up of citizens, nonprofit conservation and outdoor recreation group 
representatives, and local, state, and federal agency representatives, with knowledge of 
outdoor recreation and wildlife habitat. Grant advisory and evaluation committees review 
and score applications and also provide advise on policy changes, legislative issues, and 
statewide planning to RCO. 

 
Several DNR grant awards have been used for planning and/or will provide most of the 
funding to implement this proposal. In order to strengthen the success of grant 
applications, DNR typically seeks to incorporate Letters of Support from a mix of various 
stakeholders, user groups, and partner agency representatives. Letters of Support were 
provided to DNR for several grant applications eventually awarded to DNR and helping 
fund this overall proposal, with many larger recreation and conservation groups and 
partner agencies supporting the various project components encompassed in this 
proposal. Each supporting group is listed below each grant application title and with the 
date referenced on each Letter of Support received by DNR: 
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Raging River State Forest – Phase 3 Trail System Expansion (WWRP and NOVA grant 
awards combined into one grant administered by RCO) 
Backcountry Horseman of Washington (7/9/2018) 
Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance (7/9/2018) 
Washington Trails Association (7/12/2018) 
Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust (7/13/2018) 
City of North Bend (no date referenced on letter) 

 
Raging River State Forest – Final Phase Trail System Development (WWRP grant) 
Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance (7/30/2020) 
Washington Trails Association (8/7/2020) 
Backcountry Horseman of Washington (8/7/2020) 
Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust (8/10/2020) 
City of North Bend (8/10/2020) 

 
Tiger Summit Trailhead Design (NOVA grant) 
Si View Metropolitan Park District (12/18/2018) 
Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance (12/18/2018) 
City of North Bend (1/8/2019) 
Issaquah Alps Trails Club (1/9/2019) 
City of North Bend, additional letter (1/10/2019) 
Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust (1/11/2019) 
Backcountry Horseman of Washington (1/16/2019) 
Washington Trails Association (1/18/2019) 
King County Parks & Recreation Division (1/18/2019) 

 
Tiger Summit Trailhead Renovation & Development (WWRP and NOVA grants) 
King County Parks & Recreation Division (WWRP: 7/9/2020, NOVA: 12/29/2020) 
The Wilderness Society (WWRP: 7/9/2020, NOVA: 1/19/2021) 
Washington Trails Association (WWRP: 7/9/2020, NOVA: 1/7/2021) 
Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust (WWRP: 7/15/2020, NOVA: 1/5/2021) 
Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance (WWRP: 7/22/2020, NOVA: 1/6/2021) 
Si View Metropolitan Parks District (WWRP: 7/22/2020, NOVA: 12/22/2020) 
Issaquah Alps Trails Club (WWRP: 7/27/2020, NOVA: 12/31/2020) 
Backcountry Horseman of Washington (WWRP: 7/30/2020, NOVA: 1/20/2021) 

 
Snoqualmie Corridor Gateway Facility & Trail Design (NOVA grant) 
King County Parks & Recreation Division (10/20/2016) 
King County Department of Transportation Road Services Division (10/24/2016) 
City of Issaquah (10/27/2016) 
United State Forest Service, Mt. Baker Snoqualmie National Forest (11/1/2016) 
Issaquah Alps Trails Club (12/9/2016) 
Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust (12/12/2016) 
Washington Trails Association (12/12/2016) 
Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance (12/12/2016) 
University of Washington’s Green Futures Lab (12/19/2016) 
Backcountry Horseman of Washington (10/12/2016) 
Pacific Science Center (12/27/2016) 

 
High Point Trailhead Addition (WWRP and NOVA grants) 
Washington Trails Association (WWRP: 7/9/2020, NOVA: 1/7/2021) 
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The Wilderness Society (WWRP: 7/9/2020, NOVA: 1/19/2021) 
King County Dept. of Natural Resources & Parks (WWRP: 7/9/2020, NOVA: 1/29/2021) 
Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust (WWRP: 7/15/2020, NOVA: 1/5/2021) 
Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance (WWRP: 7/22/2020, NOVA: 1/6/2021) 
Issaquah Alps Trails Club (WWRP: 7/27/2020, NOVA: 1/31/2021) 
City of Issaquah (WWRP: 7/30/2020, NOVA: 1/6/2021) 
WA State Dept. of Transportation, NW Region (WWRP: 8/5/2020, NOVA: 1/8/2021) 

 
Additional information regarding this proposal’s compatibility with the 2015 Snoqualmie 
Corridor Recreation Plan, is further described in Section A, Question 11. 

 
The department’s Recreational Trails Policy (PO11-004) has also provided guidance for 
this project proposal, including, but not limited to, the following policy information: 

 
Site-Specific Suitability Evaluation – is used when evaluating an area for new recreational 
trail development or assessing existing trails. This site-specific inspection looks at many 
factors including, but not limited to, drainage, slope degree and stability, the presence of 
critical areas, vegetation type and location, soil types, presence of viewpoints, potential 
for accessibility, consideration of endangered species, and compatibility with 
management responsibilities. 

 
 Adaptive management – for recreational trail management and development 

provides for ongoing modifications of practices in order to respond to new 
information, changes in site-specific circumstances or the regulatory environment, 
innovative technological developments, or evolving recreation patterns. 

 
 Recreation planning topics may include, but is not limited to: recreational trail 

suitability assessments, identifying areas for new recreational trails/trail systems, 
developing recreational Primary Management Objectives and secondary/allowed 
uses, and identifying nondesignated trails for future evaluation and potential 
adoption or decommissioning. 

 
 DNR will apply Recreational Trail Development and Evaluation Criteria when 

assessing an area for new recreational trails or when evaluating existing trails. 
 

 DNR does not allow trail construction without prior approval. DNR may remove, 
reroute, or block access to nondesignated trails at any time, without notification. 
DNR may evaluate nondesignated trails as staff and financial resources are 
available. 

 
 Nondesignated trails that are compliant and consistent with the department 

recreational trail standards and best practices and meet the applicable Recreational 
Trail Development and Evaluation Criteria may be incorporated into the recreational 
trail system. Trails that are determined to be inconsistent with department 
recreational trail standards and best practices or do not meet applicable 
Recreational Trail Development and Evaluation Criteria may be decommissioned, 
abandoned, and restored to a close approximation of the natural condition prior to 
the disturbance. 

 
 DNR will work collaboratively with local communities, interested recreation groups, 

organized DNR advisory and focus groups, stakeholders, and as appropriate, 
adjacent landowners, about the development and management of designated 
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recreational trails and the evaluation of existing trails. 
 

 Recreational Trail Development and Evaluation Criteria, applicable to the proposed 
project when forecasting future public visitation and use, includes, but is not limited 
to: carrying capacity of the land based on land type, recreational uses, quantity and 
intensity of recreational use, and anticipated future pressures. Compatibility with 
nearby recreation types, patterns, and intensities of recreational visits. 

 
In addition, Recreation development objectives & strategies, identified from the 
Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Plan, that influenced the project proposal’s compatibility 
with existing and projected land uses and plans, include: 

 
Adaptive Management, Objective A: Employ adaptive management practices when 
implementing this recreation plan, using the following strategies: 
Objective A, Strategy 1. “Evaluate site-specific conditions when implementing projects on 
the ground.” 
Objective A, Strategy 2. “Respond and adapt to new or changing information and variable 
site conditions.” 
Objective A, Strategy 3. “Consider proposals submitted to DNR by others that are 
consistent with achieving recreation plan concepts, goals, strategies and objectives, and 
are compatible with agency requirements.” 
Objective A, Strategy 4. “Evaluate new or emerging recreation activities and use patterns 
for compatibility with the management objectives laid out in this plan and the vision and 
management goals of DNR’s statewide Recreation and Natural Areas Programs.” 

 
Restoration, Objective A: Identify and restore areas that have been impacted by past 
recreational use, using the following strategies: 
Objective A, Strategy 1. “Evaluate existing trail systems utilizing suitability criteria and 
field verification in order to determine optimal long-term trail routes.” 
Objective A, Strategy 2. “Relocate trails or facilities that are located in unsustainable 
locations.” 
Objective A, Strategy 3. “Identify and evaluate existing undesignated trails for safety, 
sustainability, and resource protection to determine whether they should be designated, 
rerouted, restored, or decommissioned.” 
Objective A, Strategy 4. “Once relocated or removed, restore old trail routes or recreation 
sites and limit access to prevent further resource damage.” 
Objective A, Strategy 5. “Implement restoration efforts based on the following priorities:” 
a. “Address public health and safety concerns.” 
b. “Reduce or eliminate sediment delivery to streams.” 
c. “Stabilize stream banks.” 
d. “Restore soil and vegetation on impacted wetland and riparian buffers.” 
e. “Remediate habitat-related issues in areas with sensitive, threatened, or endangered 
species, species listed in the Habitat Conservation Plan, or native plant or animal species 
managed for in NRCAs.” 
Objective A, Strategy 6. “Implement secondary priorities that include: 
a. “Restore other resource damage.” 
b. “Re-vegetate areas with native vegetation as needed.” 
c. “Repair areas that have compacted soils.” 

 
Restoration, Objective B: Protect areas that have been restored, using the following 
strategies: 
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Objective B, Strategy 1. “Use barriers (fencing, eco-blocks, boulders, stumps, etc.), signs, 
and public education to support restoration efforts.” 
Objective B, Strategy 2. “Establish and implement monitoring protocols that document 
restoration efforts.” 
Objective B, Strategy 3. “Manage restored areas as needed to ensure long-term viability of 
restoration actions.” 

 
Restoration, Objective C: Communicate and educate the public on restoration objectives, 
using the following strategies: 
Objective C, Strategy 1. “Use a variety of communication tools that could include signs, 
public meetings, brochures, and the DNR web site to inform the public about the location 
of restoration efforts and to re-direct access to appropriate areas.” 

 
Education & Enforcement, Objective C: Discourage the creation of new unauthorized trails, 
using the following strategies: 
Objective C, Strategy 1. “Implement projects to remove undesignated trails, restore 
damaged areas, and provide signage as appropriate.” 
Objective C, Strategy 2. “Increase efforts to educate the public about the potential for 
resource damage caused by unauthorized trails.” 
Objective C, Strategy 3. “Reach out to users, recreation groups, and nearby residents to 
encourage reporting of unauthorized trails.” 

 
m. Proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with nearby agricultural and forest lands of 

long-term commercial significance, if any: 
 

The proposed project sites are located within forest lands of long term-commercial 
significance including revenue generating DNR-managed trust lands, Tiger Mountain & 
Raging River State Forests. Locating facilities and trails in long-term sustainable locations, 
while coordinating trail development with timber harvests plan schedules is an ongoing 
DNR-management process that strives to strike a balance between limiting the timeframe 
of temporary trail access closures, while retaining trust revenue generating timber sale 
operations. West Tiger Mountain NRCA (where a trailhead addition is proposed) and 
Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area are both managed primarily for conservation and 
compatible low-impact outdoor recreation purposes. 

 
9. Housing 
a. Approximately how many units would be provided, if any? Indicate whether high, middle, or 
low-income housing. 

 
None proposed, no housing will be provided. 

 
b. Approximately how many units, if any, would be eliminated? Indicate whether high, 

middle, or low-income housing. 
 

None proposed, no housing will be eliminated. 
 
c. Proposed measures to reduce or control housing impacts, if any: 
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Does not apply, there will be no housing impacts. 
 
10. Aesthetics 
a. What is the tallest height of any proposed structure(s), not including antennas; what is 

the principal exterior building material(s) proposed? 
 

Trail development and renovation work may require small boardwalks and/or trail bridges 
which will be approximately 5-10’ tall and constructed of steel and/or wood materials. 
Concrete self-contained precast vault toilets, approximately 12’ tall (with vent pipe), will 
be installed at the Tiger Summit Trailhead renovation/expansion project and at the 
High Point Trailhead addition. In addition, an approximate 15’ tall day-use shelter will 
be built at the High Point Trailhead Addition site, by repurposing a former home 
site foundation and chimney. 

 
b. What views in the immediate vicinity would be altered or obstructed? 

 

Trail segments will be located within a variety of forested settings, or at elevations that 
cannot be viewed from a long distance away. New views will be provided for 
recreationists utilizing the trails and expanded trailhead facilities. Trailhead renovation 
and additions should not have a significant impact to alter or obstruct existing views. 

 
c. Proposed measures to reduce or control aesthetic impacts, if any: 

 
Restoration of trail corridor work impacts involve replanting native on-site plants and 
covering exposed mineral soil with on-site trail adjacent downed forest organic debris to help 
mimic a natural forest environment and encourage natural forest restoration processes to be 
successful. Trailhead renovation and additions will involve planted bio-retention areas, 
integrating boulders for natural barriers and delineating boundaries, restoration plantings, and 
generally retaining as much natural forest cover as feasible. 

 
11. Light and glare 
a. What type of light or glare will the proposal produce? What time of day would it mainly 

occur? 
None. Trails and trailhead facilities are serving non-motorized outdoor recreation trail 
access and open for day-use access only. Vehicle access to trailhead facilities will 
produce light and potential glare when recreationists select vehicle transportation and 
operate headlights during the sunrise and sunset hours to access the sites. 

 
b. Could light or glare from the finished project be a safety hazard or interfere with views? 

 
No lighting is proposed, trail bridges, shelters, and self-contained outhouse structures 
should not create glare as they are constructed with concrete, wood and weathering steel, 
all non-glare surfaces. 
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c. What existing off-site sources of light or glare may affect your proposal? 
 

None, there are no existing off-site sources of light or glare in the immediate vicinity of the 
proposed project sites. 

 
d. Proposed measures to reduce or control light and glare impacts, if any: 

 
None are needed, since there will be no significant light or glare impacts produced by the 
proposal. 

 
12. Recreation 
a. What designated and informal recreational opportunities are in the immediate vicinity? 

 
Designated recreation opportunities in the immediate vicinity include trails primarily for 
hiking in West Tiger Mountain NRCA and predominantly mountain biking in the east Tiger 
Mountain State Forest area, with secondary hiking and equestrian use types. In addition, 
on south Tiger Mountain State Forest a trail loop primarily for equestrian and hiking use 
exist. 2.6 miles of the western Rattlesnake Mountain Trail, open to hiking use, is located 
within Raging River State Forest. The Rattlesnake Mountain hiking-only trail continues east 
within the Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area. Informal hunting occurs within the Raging 
River State Forest area. Taylor Mountain, to the south of Raging River State Forest, offers 
multi-use trail access for non-motorized visitors, and is primarily used by the equestrian 
community, but includes some trail access for mountain biking and hiking. 

 
b. Would the proposed project displace any existing recreational uses? If so, describe. 

 
No, this proposal will renovate, improve, and create designated alternatives for existing 
opportunities, so recreation resources are sustainable for the visitation occurring and 
anticipated on the landscape. This proposal includes decommissioning 9 miles of 
nondesignated trail segments that are unsustainable and are incompatible with agency 
management plans and stakeholder desires. Coupled with proposed new trail segment 
development, some nondesignated existing trail segments are proposed for renovation, 
where they are compatible with land management goals and can provide a sustainable and 
improved user experience. This project seeks to renovate trailheads with additions to 
improve vehicle-parking access with more suitable locations and provide alternative 
sustainable trail routes to destinations currently being used by visitors. Visitors have been 
using nondesignated unsustainable trail routes, parking in an unorganized fashion on road 
shoulders to access trails, or utilizing forest roads for recreation travel, providing a poor 
and often unsafe user experience, oftentimes causing resource damage and impacts, for 
important and desired trail connections within the trail systems. 

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts on recreation, including recreation 
opportunities to be provided by the project or applicant, if any: 
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This project will retain & improve recreation opportunities in the service area by providing 
an improved renovated trailhead, a trailhead addition, and ensuring long-term sustainable 
trail connections to locations that are desirable to access via hiking, equestrian, and 
mountain bike use. Properly sited and managed sustainable trail segments coupled with 
signage will improve resource protection, user dispersal, safety and user experience. 
This project will renovate & improve recreation opportunities in the service area by 
providing and ensuring long term sustainable trail connections to locations that are 
desirable to access, which should disperse user densities and reduce the potential for 
user conflicts. In addition, improving the sustainability of trail crossings over typed and 
regulated streams, with proposed trail bridge, boardwalk, and potential culvert 
installations, will improve resource protection and recreational access, safety, and user 
experiences for all trail users. More sustainable trail segments, coupled with proper 
signage, will improve communications with the public on what designated recreation 
opportunities are available. Carrying capacities for vehicle parking at trailhead access 
points will be improved compared to current conditions with renovation and additions 
better defining parking areas and providing more suitable alternative vehicle parking 
access points to improve existing visitation occurring at the site, by defining parking 
spaces and drive aisles. Renovation, construction, and unsustainable trail 
decommission work seeks to provide long-term more suitable alternatives for 
sustainable and improved trail user experiences. 

 
13. Historic and cultural preservation 
a. Are there any buildings, structures, or sites, located on or near the site that are over 45 years 

old listed in or eligible for listing in national, state, or local preservation registers located on or 
near the site? If so, specifically describe. 

 
None known. For the majority of this proposal, Department of Archeology & Historic 
Preservation (DAHP) final project cultural resource concurrence review was issued to DNR via 
several separate reports on 02/22/2018 (Tiger Summit Trailhead renovation and addition), 
07/14/2014 (Tiger Mountain State Forest trail additions), 10/27/2020 (High Point Trailhead 
renovation and addition), 11/20/2020 (Raging River State Forest Phase 3 trail renovation and 
additions), and 02/23/2022 (Raging River State Forest Final Phase proposed trail work). Each 
of the concurrence letters resulted with a finding of “No Historic Properties Affected” and 
concurrence of no adverse cultural resource impact with the stipulation for an unanticipated 
discovery plan. 

 
b. Are there any landmarks, features, or other evidence of Indian or historic use or occupation? 

This may include human burials or old cemeteries. Are there any material evidence, artifacts, or 
areas of cultural importance on or near the site? Please list any professional studies conducted 
at the site to identify such resources. 

 
None known. DNR has consulted with affected Tribes and DAHP in accordance with 
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Executive Order 21-02 and followed DNR policy and procedures to prepare for 
groundbreaking. EZ1 Historic & Cultural Resources Review project descriptions and maps 
were emailed to affected tribes for feedback regarding all components of this proposal, with 
no formal comments received by DNR within or after a 30-day comment period. 

 
c. Describe the methods used to assess the potential impacts to cultural and historic resources 

on or near the project site. Examples include consultation with tribes and the department of 
archeology and historic preservation, archaeological surveys, historic maps, GIS data, etc. 

 
The affected Snoqualmie, Muckleshoot, Puyallup and Tulalip Tribes have been contacted 
through the EO 21-02 Cultural Resources review process, consultation included sending 
an EZ1 Historic & Cultural Resources Review project document with a description of 
proposed activities and project maps and/or concept plans soliciting feedback, on trail 
segments and recreation facility work that have not already underwent the DAHP and 
tribal review EO 21-02 process. Consultation with DAHP, through both a remote GIS 
review and field review conducted by a DNR State Lands Archaeologist in the Forest 
Resources Division was conducted, on proposed trailhead renovation areas and trail 
segments that have not already underwent review. 

 
d. Proposed measures to avoid, minimize, or compensate for loss, changes to, and disturbance to 

resources. Please include plans for the above and any permits that may be required. 
 

DNR will identify and protect significant historic and archaeological sites and consult with 
affected Tribes as outlined by the Board of Natural Resources policy for protection of 
cultural resources in the 2006 Policy of Sustainable Forests (PSF), with any unanticipated 
discoveries during project implementation. Pursuant to the Governors Executive Order 21- 
02, this project has completed a formal consultation process with Tribal entities and DAHP 
and will follow Ecology’s Inadvertent Discovery Guidance during project implementation. 
In the event that archaeological or historic materials are discovered during project 
activities, work in the immediate vicinity must stop, the area secured, and the concerned 
tribe’s cultural staff, cultural committee, and DAHP notified as detailed in DNR GL 14-004- 
10. 

 
14. Transportation 
a. Identify public streets and highways serving the site or affected geographic area and describe 

proposed access to the existing street system. Show on site plans, if any. 
 

The existing Tiger Summit Trailhead (and proposed renovated expansion) currently serves 
and will continue to provide vehicle parking access for trail development at east and south 
Tiger Mountain State Forest. The trailhead is located at the summit of State Route 18, 
about 4 miles west of the Interstate 90 junction. The existing Snoqualmie Point Trailhead 
will continue to provide parking for existing and proposed trail development access within 
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Raging River State Forest. The trailhead is located at Exit 27, on the south side of 
Interstate 90. High Point Trailhead, including the proposed High Point Trailhead 
Addition, will continue to provide access to the West Tiger Mountain NRCA trail 
system. Both High Point Trailheads are accessed from Interstate 90, Exit #20, 
travelling south along 270th Ave SE and along SE 79th Street. 

 
b. Is the site or affected geographic area currently served by public transit? If so, generally 

describe. If not, what is the approximate distance to the nearest transit stop? 
 

Yes, public bus transit service currently provides access to the proposed High Point 
Trailhead Addition project area. Dependent on funding and often seasonal, King County 
Trailhead Direct bus service may provide transportation to High Point Trailhead and 
additional locations to the west and north of the project, within and near the Cities of 
Issaquah, Snoqualmie, & North Bend, WA. 

 
c. How many additional parking spaces would the completed project or non-project proposal 

have? How many would the project or proposal eliminate? 
 

This proposal will renovate and expand the Tiger Summit Trailhead.  Currently 50 existing 
designated parking spaces serve the entire east and south Tiger Mountain State Forest 
trail systems. Informal parking occurs exceeding the 50 existing designated parking 
spaces within the State Route 18 right-of-way, along the State Route 18 highway, along 
the trailhead access forest road and outside of nondesignated parking spaces within the 
trailhead footprint.  This proposal will improve public safety by redesigning, renovating, 
and expanding the existing Tiger Summit Trailhead to accommodate approximately 171 
total parking spaces including better equestrian trailer access and 8 ADA parking 
spaces. The High Point Trailhead renovation and addition proposal re-organizes 
existing road shoulder parking occurring along county roads and provides an 
alternative, better organized, and safer trailhead with approximately 153 clearly 
delineated parking spaces (of which 6 are for vehicles with ADA parking placards).  
  

d. Will the proposal require any new or improvements to existing roads, streets, pedestrian, 
bicycle or state transportation facilities, not including driveways? If so, generally describe 
(indicate whether public or private). 

 
There may be minor forest road improvements made to the West Side (#1000) Tiger 
Mountain Forest Road, to improve surfacing of the existing access road to Tiger Summit 
Trailhead. There will be improvements to traffic flow and safety for visitors accessing High 
Point Trailhead, including the renovated additional parking area, accessed from SE 79th 
Street and along 270the Ave. SE, which will also involve King County R.O.W.s to be 
vacated to DNR (along 79th, 80th, and 270th Streets) in order to implement and manage these 
trailhead parking renovations and additions. The Washington State Department of Natural 
Resources with support from the Washington State Department of Transportation has 
petitioned King County to vacate a portion of SE 79th St/High Point Way, SE 80th 
St/Marginal St and 270th Ave SE/Homer Ave in the Issaquah area of unincorporated King 

This proposal will renovate and expand designated parking at existing trailheads in 
order to replace the unorganized overflow parking that is currently occurring along 
highways and county road shoulders and right-of-ways. 

The existing 50-car Tiger Summit Trailhead will be renovated and expanded to provide 
171 designated parking spaces, including improved equestrian trailer and ADA access, 
and improved trailhead amenities. This renovation will provide a much needed safer 
and designated alternative to the informal parking that is currently overflowing into the 
State Route 18 right-of-way, especially as the gravel areas next to the highway where 
visitors are currently seeking parking will likely be lost when SR-18 is reconstructed in 
the future.  

The proposed High Point Trailhead addition will re-organize existing road shoulder 
parking occurring along county roads and will provide an alternative, better organized, 
and safer facility with approximately 153 clearly delineated and designated parking 
spaces, of which 6 are for vehicles with ADA parking placards. 
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County. The King County Department of Local Services, Road Services Division's County 
Road Engineer (CRE) has been directed by the Clerk of the King County Council to 
examine the road and issue a report and recommendation as to whether the right-of-way 
should be vacated. This right-of-way vacation with additional public notice process is 
currently underway. 

 
e. Will the project or proposal use (or occur in the immediate vicinity of) water, rail, or air 

transportation? If so, generally describe. 
 

Yes, during the implementation phase - the project is anticipated to utilize helicopter 
transportation and placement of recreational trail bridges, as a more sustainable 
construction method, versus hauling materials to project sites along roads, trails, or 
through the forest understory. Utilizing helicopter transportation and placement of trail 
bridges can eliminate the need for ground equipment to pass through and impact sensitive 
streams. 

 
f. How many vehicular trips per day would be generated by the completed project or proposal? If 

known, indicate when peak volumes would occur and what percentage of the volume would be 
trucks (such as commercial and nonpassenger vehicles). What data or transportation models 
were used to make these estimates? 

 
Since this proposal involves nondesignated trail decommission work, existing trailhead 
renovation, and new trail construction utilizing existing areas within established trail 
systems & renovation of recreation trailhead parking facilities, including better 
organization of vehicles by providing an alternative to unorganized road shoulder parking, it 
is unclear how much of an increase in visitation would occur once the project is 
completed. Peak volumes would likely occur during the late spring, summer, and early fall 
months when higher elevation trails are more likely to be snow-free. It is anticipated that 
the West Tiger Mountain (High Point Trailhead access) trail system could receive 
approximately 200,000 annual user visits, Raging River State Forest trail system could 
serve an estimated 100,000 annual user visits, while the east Tiger Mountain State Forest 
trail network could serve up to an estimated 90,000 user visits per year, based on existing 
trail use data on similar trails monitored with infrared trail use counters. 

 
g. Will the proposal interfere with, affect or be affected by the movement of agricultural and forest 

products on roads or streets in the area? If so, generally describe. 
 

No, the proposal is located within West Tiger Mountain NRCA, Tiger Mountain 
State Forest, and Raging River State Forest. West Tiger Mountain NRCA will 
continue to be managed primarily for protection of high quality natural 
ecosystems with exceptional scenic values, while balancing low-impact outdoor 
recreation trail based opportunities for the public, when compatible. Both Tiger 
Mountain & Raging River State Forests will continue to be managed for both 
timber harvests revenue production for trust beneficiaries, while balancing 
outdoor recreation trail based opportunities for the public. The adjacent 
Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area will continue to be managed for both 
conservation and low-impact public recreation purposes. 

is unlikely that a significant increase in visitation would occur once the project is
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h. Proposed measures to reduce or control transportation impacts, if any: 
 

No measures are proposed since existing trailhead parking facilities, proposed for 
renovation, already help to serve the project areas and will serve as alternative better 
organized parking locations versus illegal road shoulder parking. This project seeks to 
provide sustainable renovated trailhead parking facilities that are better organized to 
handle existing visitation to sustainable trail networks that are already being visited by 
users. Installed signage, coupled with education and enforcement, and closing and 
restoring nondesignated unsustainable trails proposed to be decommissioned, will be 
utilized as a measure to reduce impacts. This project seeks to better formalize vehicle 
parking and reduce or eliminate illegal road shoulder parking by providing more suitable 
renovated and expanded parking location alternatives and sustainable trail options to 
destinations already being visited by users. Installed signage, communicating closure of 
nondesignated unsustainable trails proposed to be decommissioned, coupled with road 
shoulder signs to prevent and help enforcement and towing of illegal road shoulder 
parking will be utilized as a measure to help reduce impacts. 

 
15. Public services 
a. Would the project result in an increased need for public services (for example: fire protection, 

police protection, public transit, health care, schools, other)? If so, generally describe. 
 

Properly constructed, signed, mapped and managed recreation support facilities and 
trails should reduce emergency response visits by search and rescue services, with more 
clearly designated and managed recreation resources. Proposed trail restoration, new trail 
and facility renovation and development will occur within existing trail system networks 
and landscapes with nearby existing recreational use. 

 
b. Proposed measures to reduce or control direct impacts on public services, if any. 

 
No measures are proposed, no direct impacts on public services are anticipated. 

 
16. Utilities 
a. Circle utilities currently available at the site: 

electricity, natural gas, water, refuse service, telephone, sanitary sewer, septic system, 
other   

 
Self-contained vault sanitation toilets are located at the following existing and proposed 
for renovation trailhead parking facilities that will be used to access existing & proposed 
new trail development projects: High Point Trailhead (existing trailhead and proposed 
renovation/expansion trailhead), Tiger Summit Trailhead (existing trailhead and proposed 
renovation/expansion trailhead), and Snoqualmie Point Trailhead. Two new self-contained 
vault sanitation toilet are proposed to be installed, one each at the High Point and Tiger 
Summit trailhead renovation/expansion project sites. 

 
b. Describe the utilities that are proposed for the project, the utility providing the service, 

and the general construction activities on the site or in the immediate vicinity which might 
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be needed. 

No utilities are proposed for the project. 
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