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ADDENDUM 

 
SEPA File No.  21-051301                   

 
Description of the original proposal:  

The On The Line timber sale, agreement #30-102018 and associated Forest Practices 
application #2616975, is located approximately 6 miles west of Joyce, WA. off the PA-S-
1000 and PA-S-1100 road system. It is a 5-unit proposal with an associated right-of-way 
located in the Twin Rivers-Deep Creek and Lake Crescent Watershed Analysis Units. It 
encompasses approximately 158 gross acres with a cruised sale volume of 4,944 mbf.  
Within the proposal area, there are 32 acres of Riparian Management Zones and unstable 
slopes, 10 acres of wetlands and 22 acres Wetland Management Zones.  There are 
approximately 6 acres of Leave Tree Areas (LTAs), and 1 acre of existing roads. The net 
harvest acreage is 87 acres. Approximately 6,355 feet of new road construction, 2,605 feet 
of reconstruction, and 45,800 feet of pre-haul maintenance are proposed to meet access 
needs into the sale area. The designated rock source will be Sirloin Pit, Mammoth Pit and 
commercial sources. 

 
 
Description of the addendum: 
 

DNR is providing an addendum to this SEPA analysis to document the review of carbon 
sequestration and carbon emissions that has occurred at a landscape level in a number of 
sources. This information is foundational to the planning of forest management activities, 
including the proposed harvest of 87 acres from the On the Line sale.  
 
DNR analyzed carbon sequestration and carbon emissions from projected land 
management activities within its final environmental impact statement for the 2015-2024 
Sustainable Harvest Calculation and the final environmental impact statement for the 
2019 HCP long-term conservation strategy for the marbled murrelet. At the western 
Washington scale, land management activities on DNR-managed lands, sequester more 
carbon than is emitted. When looking at individual activities, such as this proposal, it is 
likely to emit some greenhouse gases including CO2, however, at the landscape scale, 
DNR’s sustainably managed lands sequester more carbon than they emit, including this 
proposal. Evaluating carbon sequestration at the western Washington scale is appropriate 
because a determination of net carbon emissions must consider both the carbon 
sequestered and the carbon emissions from management within the same analysis area 
(western Washington).  
 
Recognizing the climate and carbon benefits of working forests in Washington’s Climate 
Commitment Act (RCW 70A.45.005), the legislature found that Washington should 
maintain and enhance the state's ability to continue to sequester carbon through natural 



and working lands and forest products. And further, “Washington's existing forest 
products sector, including public and private working forests and the harvesting, 
transportation, and manufacturing sectors that enable working forests to remain on the 
land and the state to be a global supplier of forest products, is, according to a University 
of Washington study analyzing the global warming mitigating role of wood products 
from Washington's private forests, an industrial sector that currently operates as a 
significant net sequesterer of carbon. This value, which is only provided through the 
maintenance of an intact and synergistic industrial sector, is an integral component of the 
state's contribution to the global climate response and efforts to mitigate carbon 
emissions (RCW 70A.45.090).” 
 
The legislature further finds that the 2019 intergovernmental panel on climate change 
report identifies several measures where sustainable forest management and forest 
products may be utilized to maintain and enhance carbon sequestration. These include 
increasing the carbon sequestration potential of forests and forest products by 
maintaining and expanding the forestland base, reducing emissions from land conversion 
to non-forest uses, increasing forest resiliency to reduce the risk of carbon releases from 
disturbances such as wildfire, pest infestation, and disease, and applying sustainable 
forest management techniques to maintain or enhance forest carbon stocks and forest 
carbon sinks, including through the transference of carbon to wood products. 
 
DNR is legally required (RCW 79.10.320) to periodically calculate a sustainable harvest 
level and manages state trust lands sustainably. DNR has also maintained (statewide) a 
forest management certificate to the Sustainable Forestry Initiative standard since 2006. 
Thus, by managing state trust lands sustainably, DNR sequesters more carbon than it 
emits while conducting land management activities such as this proposal. 
 
This addendum incorporates by reference the environmental analysis contained in the 
following:  
 

• Alternatives for the Establishment of a Sustainable Harvest Level for Forested 
State Trust Lands in Western Washington Final Environmental Impact Statement 
(DNR 2019)  

• Long-Term Conservation Strategy for the Marbled Murrelet Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (USFWS and DNR 2019).  

•  Climate Change and Land: an IPCC special report on climate change, 
desertification, land degradation, sustainable land management, food security, 
and greenhouse gas fluxes in terrestrial ecosystems (IPCC 2019) 



• Ganguly, Indroneil, Francesca Pierobon, and Edie Sonne Hall. 2020. "Global
Warming Mitigating Role of Wood Products from Washington State’s Private
Forests" Forests 11, no. 2: 194 https://doi.org/10.3390/f11020194

• Forestry for a low carbon future. Integrating forests and wood products in
climate change strategies (UN FAO 2016)

Description of existing environmental document: State Forest Land SEPA Environmental 
Checklist 

Proponent: Washington State Department of Natural Resources 

Lead Agency: Washington State Department of Natural Resources 

This addendum is being distributed pursuant to WAC 197-11-600 and 197-11-625. It has been 
determined that this new information does not substantially change the analysis of significant 
impacts in the existing environmental document. 
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There is no DNR administrative SEPA appeal. 
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