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The Marbled Murrelet  

Overview 

ÅDescription, Range and Status 

ÅNatural History 

ÅHabitat Use 

ÅPopulation Assessment 

ÅThreats to survival 

 



Marbled Murrelet  
(Brachyramphus marmoratus) 

ÅFamily Alcidae  
   (Auks, Murres, Puffins)  
 
ÅSmall seabird that 

occurs only in w. North 
America 
 
ÅUnique among alcids, 

in most often nests 
inland in trees 

 

  

 

 



Plumage Characteristics  

Juvenile - Fall 
Adults- winter (basic) 

Adult- breeding 



Range of the Marbled Murrelet 

 
 



Status 
Listed as Federally Threatened in Washington, Oregon and 

California in 1992 

 
Å²!Σ hwΣ /! άŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ 

a distinct population 
ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘέ 

ÅPrimary reason is loss 
and modification of 
older forest nesting 
habitat 

 
 



Nesting and Reproduction 
ÅBreeding season from late March to mid-Sept. 

ÅBoth adults share incubation in 24-hour shifts 



Nesting and Reproduction 

ÅSingle large egg  

ÅHigh energy 
expenditure 

ÅCommute to nest 
can be >1-2 hours 

ÅMay not nest every 
year 

 


