Myurella julacea (Schwaegr.) B.S.G.
Status: State Working List
Rank: S1G5
General Description: Myurella julacea forms small, light-green to
glaucous tufts or mats from 1 - 3 cm tall with julaceous branches. Leaves
are closely imbricate, rounded-ovate to rounded-obtuse, occasionally
apiculate; the margins are plane to incurved, serrate; costa is faint or
lacking; upper median cells are irregular to rhomboidal, short, smooth or
papillose. Sporophytes, which are not common, are yellow-brown, oblongobovoid, with a distinct neck on 6 - 16 mm tall setae.
Identification Tips: This species can be distinguished from Myurella
sibirica by its strongly julaceous branches and obtuse (or sometimes with
a very small apiculus) apex of the leaves.
Range: In the Pacific Northwest, Myurella julacea occurs in Alaska,
British Columbia, Idaho, and Montana. In Washington, it is known from
Jefferson and Mason counties.
Habitat: This species occurs on shaded, damp cliffs and in crevices or on
ledges, often in calcareous areas, although it is not restricted to basic
substratum. It occurs from sea-level to subalpine areas.
State Status Comments: All of the historic known locations in Washington are restricted to the Olympic Peninsula. Its small size and usual lack
of sporophytes may have resulted in undercollection.
Inventory Needs: Historic sites need to be revisited to determine
whether Myurella julacea persists. Additional similar habitat should be
visited.
Threats and Management Concerns: Because this species is dependent on damp, shaded cliffs and rock outcrops, changes in canopy cover
could impact the species by changing the light intensity and moisture
levels.
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