
Juncus howellii F.J. Herm.
Howell's rush

Juncaceae - rush family
status: State Threatened, BLM sensitive, USFS sensitive

rank: G4 / S1

General Description: Rhizomatous  perennial 2-6  dm tall with s lightly 
compressed, erec t s tems that exceed the basal leaves . Leaf sheaths  
with membranous  margins  free above, forming erec t, truncate to rounded 
auric les  1-3  mm long. Blades  2-4  mm broad, flattened, lacking 
c ross-walls .
 
Floral Characteristics: Inflorescence terminal, 2-9  cm long, with (2) 3-9  
heads . Heads  with 3-8  (15) flowers , 7-17 mm broad when pressed. 
Single involuc ral brac t rarely up to 15  mm long. Tepals  
lanceolate-acuminate, 5-6 .5  mm long, almost equal, yellowish brown 
with a broad greenish mids tripe, and usually minutely hairy toward the 
tip (use 20X magnification). Stamens  6; anthers  1 .8-2 .6  mm long, much 
longer than the filaments .
 
Fruits: C apsules  tan, obovoid, rounded, 3-5  mm long, 1-2  mm shorter 
than the tepals . Seeds  about 1  mm long, the body ellipsoid-ovoid, 
0 .5-0 .7  mm long, covered with a s trongly reticulate membrane forming 
conspicuous  tails  at each end; tails  0 .2-0 .4  mm. Identifiable July to 
A ugus t.
 
Identif ication Tips: Juncus  longis tylis  has  tepals  with broad, thin, s ilvery 
to trans lucent margins , and 2-5  disc rete or aggregated flower heads . J. 
regelii and J. orthophyllus  form only small, linear, acute auric les , if any; in 
contras t the sheaths  of J. howellii projec t upward into prominent truncate 
to rounded auric les  at the junc ture with the blades . J. howellii is  not 
readily dis tinguishable from J. regelii or J. orthophyllus  when immature.
 
Range: Northern C A , O R, WA , and central ID.
 
Habitat/Ecology: Mois t meadows  and riparian zones  at various  
elevations  in the mountains . WA  habitats  inc lude a wet meadow and a 
wet, boulder-covered area at the base of a basalt c liff in a riparian zone. 
A ssoc iated spec ies  are glaucous  willowherb (Epilobium glaberrimum), 
beds traw (Galium spp.), c lasping arnica (Arnica amplexicaulis ), horsetail 
(Equisetum spp.), and violet (Viola spp.). E levations  in WA : 870-1070 m 
(2840-3500 ft).
 
Comments: Threats  inc lude s iltation and alteration of the flood regime or 
water levels .
 
References: Flora of North A merica 1993+, vol. 22 .
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