
Draba aurea Vahl ex Hornem.
golden draba

Brassicaceae - mustard family
status: State Sensitive, BLM sensitive, USFS sensitive

rank: G5 / S1S2

General Description: Grayish white to greenish short-lived perennial, 1-5  
dm tall, with a s imple to branched c rown. Stems 1  to several, erec t or 
decumbent, leafy, and hairy with a mixture of s imple, forked, and 
c ross-shaped hairs . Leaves  numerous , densely hairy with mostly 
c ross-shaped hairs . Basal leaves  rosette-forming, petiolate, mostly 
oblanceolate, 1-5  cm long, margins  entire or toothed. Stem leaves  
sess ile or nearly sess ile, ovate to oblanceolate, margins  entire or finely 
toothed.
 
Floral Characteristics: Racemes  elongate, without brac ts  (or the lower 
flowers  with brac ts ). P edicels  3-20 mm long; sepals  2-3 .5  mm long. 
P etals  pale to deep yellow, 4 .5-6  mm long.
 
Fruits: Lanceolate s ilic les , 7-20 x 2-4  mm, softly hairy or hairless . 
Style 0 .3-1 .5  mm long; seeds  20-50 , each about 1  mm long. 
Identifiable June to A ugus t.
 
Identif ication Tips: Draba aureola is  s imilar but can be dis tinguished by 
its  mature s ilic les , which are ovate-oblong to oblong-elliptic  and usually 
over 4  mm broad, and its  numerous  s tem leaves  c losely c rowded at the 
s tem base. In contras t, the mature s ilic les  of D. aurea are narrowly to 
broadly lanceolate and 2-4  mm broad, and its  s tem leaves  are not 
c losely c rowded at the s tem base.
 
Range: A K southward, throughout C anada and most of the wes tern U .S., 
except C A  and O R.
 
Habitat/Ecology: Fores ted s lopes , alpine meadows, and dry, relatively 
open, sunny areas  at high elevations . In WA  this  taxon has  been found in 
fellfields  and dry, rocky s lopes  to lush meadows in the subalpine zone at 
elevations  of 2070  to 2350 m (6800-7700 ft). A ssoc iated spec ies  
inc lude common juniper (Juniperus  communis ), Davidson's  pens temon 
(Pens temon davidsonii), grouse whortleberry (Vaccinium scoparium), dwarf 
bilberry (Vaccinium caespitosum), varileaf c inquefoil (Potentilla 
divers ifolia), kinnikinnick (Arctos taphylos  uva-urs i), s lender mountain 
sandwort (Eremogone capillaris  var. capillaris ), elegant Jacob's  ladder 
(Polemonium elegans ), P ac ific  lupine (Lupinus  lepidus ), and sheep fescue 
(Fes tuca brachyphylla ssp. brachyphylla).
 
Comments: Several of the known occurrences  are extremely small. T his  
spec ies  is  peripheral in WA  and is  limited to a small geographic  area. I t 
is  also rare in Manitoba, Newfoundland, Sask., Labrador, and Q uebec .

Adapted from Field Guide to the Rare Plants of Washington
http://www.washington.edu/uwpress/search/books/CAMFIE.html
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