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Washington Natural Heritage Program 
Data Use Guidelines and Citation 

 
The Washington Natural Heritage Program (WNHP) provides data on endangered, threatened, 
and sensitive plant and nonvascular species and rare and high-quality ecosystems in the state of 
Washington. These data do not represent a complete inventory of the state and do not eliminate 
the need for site specific surveys. Field verification of the absence or presence of sensitive 
species and biological communities will always be the responsibility of users of Natural Heritage 
data. 
 
These data are available for non-commercial conservation, educational, and research use, but 
should not be repackaged or redistributed.  Should you be asked by individuals outside your 
organization for the type of data that we provide, please refer them to WNHP. 
 
Appropriate acknowledgment of the Washington Natural Heritage Program should be made in 
any reports or other products derived from these data using the following format: 
 

Citation: Washington Natural Heritage Program. <year>. Washington Natural Heritage 
Program, Washington Department of Natural Resources. Olympia, WA. U.S.A. Available 
at https://www.dnr.wa.gov/NHPdata. (Accessed: <date>)  
 
for example: Washington Natural Heritage Program. 2018. Washington Natural Heritage 
Program, Washington Department of Natural Resources. Olympia, WA. U.S.A. Available 
at https://www.dnr.wa.gov/NHPdata. (Accessed: 09/22/2018). 
 
Acknowledgement Statement:  
This information is provided by the Washington Natural Heritage Program 
(www.wa.dnr.gov/natural-heritage-program), Washington’s primary source of 
information about rare and endangered species, and threatened ecosystems.  

 
Data may be downloaded and altered in format for analytical purposes, however the data should 
still be referenced using the citation as formatted above. Data should not be used in other web 
applications without specific permission.  
 
This is a dynamic dataset. WNHP refines, updates and adds data and information daily. As such, 
the data products will become outdated over time.  Interested parties are encouraged to obtain the 
most current information possible from WNHP, rather than using older datasets. 
 
WNHP staff and contractors do not access privately-owned lands without express permission 
from the landowner. However, the program cannot guarantee that information provided to us by 
others was obtained under adherence to this policy. 
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WNHP has no natural resource management or regulatory authority.  Products, statements, and 
services from WNHP are intended to inform parties as to the state of scientific knowledge about 
certain natural resources, and to further develop that knowledge.  The information is not intended 
as natural resource management guidelines or prescriptions or a determination of environmental 
impacts. WNHP recommends consultation with appropriate state, federal, local and tribal 
resource management agencies and authorities in the area where your project is located. 
 
Feedback Request: Sources of Natural Heritage data include museum specimens, published and 
unpublished scientific literature, field surveys by state and federal agencies and private 
contractors, and reports from knowledgeable individuals.  WNHP actively solicits and 
encourages additions, corrections and updates, new observations or collections, and comments 
on any of the data we provide; see https://www.dnr.wa.gov/NHPdata for more information.  
 


