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PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT 

OF INQUIRY 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

 

CR-101 (October 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.310) 

Do NOT use for expedited rule making 

Agency: Department of Natural Resources  

Subject of possible rule making: The department is considering amendments and/or additions to chapter 332-30 WAC 
regarding the use of state-owned aquatic lands for commercial finfish net pen aquaculture. 

Statutes authorizing the agency to adopt rules on this subject: The management philosophy the department follows 
regarding state-owned aquatic lands is described generally in RCW 79.105.010 where the legislative intent of the Aquatic 
Lands Act is outlined. In RCW 79.105.030, specific management guidelines for providing a balance of public benefits for all 
citizens of the state are given including: Encouraging direct public use and access; fostering water-dependent uses; ensuring 
environmental protection; utilizing renewable resources; and generating revenue consistent with the above. Pursuant to RCW 
79.105.360, DNR shall adopt rules as are necessary to carry out the purposes of RCW 79.105.010, 79.105.030, and other 
certain aquatic land statutes.  
 
In addition, to effectively carry out these management directives, RCW 43.30.540 specifically authorizes the Board of Natural 
Resources to make and enforce rules and regulations to carry out the provisions of chapters 79.105 through 79.140 RCW. 

Reasons why rules on this subject may be needed and what they might accomplish: Potential rules on the subject are 
intended to reflect DNR’s management responsibilities and objectives by clarifying what and how commercial finfish net pen 
aquaculture activities may be authorized on state-owned aquatic lands. Rules will address, among other things, the 
department’s environmental concerns such as degradation of the benthic environment, biofouling, and additional ecological 
impacts to aquatic habitat in relation to commercial finfish net pet aquaculture operations on state-owned aquatic land.  
 
DNR is exploring options to modify 332-30 WAC to better achieve the department’s management guidelines with respect to 
commercial finfish net pen aquaculture and invites public comment as to how this may be best accomplished.  

Identify other federal and state agencies that regulate this subject and the process coordinating the rule with these 
agencies: Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, Washington State Department of Ecology, Washington State 
Department of Agriculture, United States Army Corps of Engineers, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. DNR 
intends to hold separate inter-agency meetings. In addition, invitations to any workshops and/or public meetings will be sent 
to the above listed entities. 

Process for developing new rule (check all that apply): 

☐  Negotiated rule making 

☐  Pilot rule making 

☐ Agency study 

☒ Other (describe) Full rule-making process. In addition to providing the minimum level of public involvement 

required by the Administrative Procedure Act, the department plans to follow a community relations approach to developing 
this rule. Opportunities for the public to submit comments will be offered in advance of filing notice of a proposed rule. Public 
workshops will be held to present context for the rule, pose key questions and host brainstorming sessions. Additionally, the 
department will consult with interested tribes and provide opportunities for Government-to-Government communications for 
those wishing to participate. Legislators and their staff will be notified and asked to provide feedback to the department. 
Interested stakeholder groups will also be notified. 

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before 
publication by contacting: 

 (If necessary) 

Name: Noel Sharp Name: Michal Rechner 

Address: DNR, Aquatic Resources Division 
1111 Washington St SE; MS: 47027 
Olympia, WA 98504 

Address: DNR, Aquatic Resources Division 
1111 Washington St SE; MS: 47027 
Olympia, WA 98504 

Phone: 360-995-2496 Phone:       

Fax: 360-902-1081      Fax:       

TTY:       TTY:       
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Email: netpens@dnr.wa.gov Email:  

Web site: www.dnr.wa.gov Web site:       

Other:       Other:       

Additional comments:       

Date: April 17, 2023 

 

Name:  Thomas Gorman  
 

Title: Division Manager 

Signature: 

 

 


