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Topics for this Lightning 
Talk

• Cruising 101
• DNR’s TRIS Cruise Program 
• Cut Out Reporting



Cruising 101

• Variable Radius Plot Cruising 
• Sampling standards 
• Log merchandizing and utilization
• Sample statistics and volume reports



Variable Radius Plot 
Sampling

• Used where 100% sampling is not feasible.
• This method selects sample trees with a probability that is proportional to tree 

size.
• Using a Relaskop and basal area factor (BAF) sample 4-7 trees sampled per plot.
• Randomized plots.
• Sampling error. (<10%)
• A sound cruise design, sampling accuracy/consistency and acceptable plot 

intensity allows us to extrapolate data across a large stand to determine volume.



Plot Data Taken on 
Sampled Trees

• Red and white ribbon
• “In” and “out” (BAF)
• Species
• Diameter at breast height (DBH)
• Form factor 
• Bole height 
• Logs are merchandised





Timber Resource Inventory 
System (TRIS)











Timber Sale Cut Out Data
• Contract Harvest Timber 
Sales

• 39 contract harvest sales 
since 2020.

• Cruise cut out percentage of 
98.43% 

• Stumpage & Lump Sum  
Timber Sales

• 266 Timber sales since 2020.
• DOR cut out data on 75 sales.
• Cruise cut percentage of 

98.84%



Questions?
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