
Washington State Committee on Geographic Names  
Proposal Summary 

 
 

Wald Bach 
Chelan County - Name Change 

 
Township: 26N 
Range: 16E 
Section: 11 
 
USGS Quad: Lake Wenatchee 
 
Location Description: Stream; 0.1 mi. long; heads 1.9 mi. SSE of Round Mountain, flows SSW 
into Nason Creek 2 mi. SSE of Round Mountain. 
 
Proposal Summary: Wald Bach: stream; 0.1 mi. long; heads 1.9 mi. SSE of Round Mountain at 
47°46’15”N, 120°48’30”W, flows SSW into Nason Creek 2 mi. SSE of Round Mountain; the name 
is German for “forest” and “stream” and reflects the German theme of Leavenworth thirteen 
miles to the southsoutheast; Sec 11, T26N, R16E, Willamette Meridian; Chelan County, 
Washington; 47°46’09”N, 120°48’32”W; USGS map – Lake Wenatchee 1:24,000. 
 
The new name Wald Bach is proposed for a 0.1-mile-long stream that flows into Nason Creek in 
Chelan County. The name is proposed along with Nason Bach. The stream is on the proponent’s 
property. 
 
According to the proponent, “wald” is German for “forest” and “bach” is German for “stream”; 
the name reflects the German theme of Leavenworth, located thirteen miles to the south-
southeast. 
 
Proponent: 
Lee Dancy 
15802 NE 111th Court 
Redmond, WA  98052 
 
Proposal Received: 4/21/2018 
Initial Consideration: 5/30/2019 
Final Consideration: 10/29/2019 
 
WA Committee Decision:   
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 
Opinions: 



Chelan County Commissioners 
Chelan County Public Works 
Chelan County Search and Rescue 
City of Leavenworth 
City of Leavenworth Chamber of Commerce 
Greater Leavenworth Museum 
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation 
Snoqualmie Tribe 
Yakama Nation 
Curtiss Calhoun (Public Citizen) - IN FAVOR 
Rik Deskin (Public Citizen) - IN FAVOR 
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into Nason Cre e k in Che lan Cou nty.
The  name  is  propos e d along with
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Washington State Committee on Geographic Names  
Proposal Summary 

 
 

Nason Bach 
Chelan County - Name Change 

 
Township: 26N 
Range: 16E 
Section: 11 
 
USGS Quad: Lake Wenatchee 
 
Location Description: Stream; 0.2 mi. long; heads 1.5 mi. SE of Merritt, flows S then E into an 
unnamed stream proposed to be named Wald Bach, 1.6 mi. SE of Merritt. 
 
 
Proposal Summary: Nason Bach: stream; 0.2 mi. long; heads 1.5 mi. SE of Merritt at 
47°46’17”N, 120°48’37”W, flows S then E into an unnamed stream proposed to be named Wald 
Bach, 1.6 mi. SE of Merritt; named in association with Nason Creek; the word “bach” is German 
for brook or stream and reflects the German theme of Leavenworth, located thirteen miles to 
the south-southeast; Sec 11, T26N, R16E, Willamette Meridian; Chelan County, Washington; 
47°46’11”N, 120°48’31”W; USGS map – Lake Wenatchee 1:24,000. 
 
The new name Nason Bach is proposed for a 0.2-mile-long stream that flows into an unnamed 
stream proposed to be named Wald Bach in Chelan County. The stream is on the proponent’s 
property.  
 
According to the proponent, the name is associated with nearby Nason Creek, while “bach” is 
German for “stream”; the name reflects the German theme of Leavenworth, located thirteen 
miles to the south-southeast. 
 
A query of GNIS found no features with the generic “Bach.” In addition to Nason Creek 
mentioned above, Nason Ridge, a community named Nason Creek, and a few related 
administrative features are nearby. 
 
Proponent: 
Lee Dancy 
15802 NE 111th Court 
Redmond, WA  98052 
 
Proposal Received: 4/21/2018 
Initial Consideration: 5/30/2019 
Final Consideration: 10/29/2019 



 
WA Committee Decision:   
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 
Opinions: 
Chelan County Commissioners 
Chelan County Public Works 
Chelan County Search and Rescue 
City of Leavenworth 
City of Leavenworth Chamber of Commerce 
Greater Leavenworth Museum 
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation 
Snoqualmie Tribe 
Yakama Nation 
Curtiss Calhoun (Public Citizen) - IN FAVOR 
Rik Deskin (Public Citizen) - IN FAVOR 
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Washington State Committee on Geographic Names  
Proposal Summary 

 
 

Misty Creek 
Clallam County - New Name 

 
Township: 29N 
Range: 2W 
Section: 6 
 
USGS Quad: Gardiner 
 
Location Description: Stream; 3.2 mi. long; heads 3 miles E of Blyn at 48°1’14.982”N, 
122°56’40.562”W, flows W into Sequim Bay at 48°1’44.08”N, 122°59’50.543”W. 
 
Proposal Summary: Misty Creek: stream; stream; 3.2 mi. long; heads 3 miles E of Blyn at 
48°1’14.982”N, 122°56’40.562”W, flows W into Sequim Bay at 48°1’44.08”N, 
122°59’50.543”W.; name is descriptive as the surrounding area is often locked in mist from the 
nearby bay; Sec 6, T29N, R2W, Willamette Meridian; Clallam County, 
Washington;48°1’44.08”N, 122°59’50.543”W; USGS map – Gardiner1:24,000. 
 
The proposed name is descriptive, as the land that the creek flows through is often locked in 
mist.  The feature is officially unnamed, but has been unofficially referred to as "Chicken Coop 
Creek" by WS DOT during a fish barrier removal. 
 
The proponent owns property alongside the creek, and has contacted many of her neighbors to 
gather support for the proposed name. 
 
Proponent: 
Laura J. Beitz 
403 Deerhawk Drive 
Sequim, WA  98382 
 
Proposal Received: 12/7/2017 
Initial Consideration: 5/30/2019 
Final Consideration: 10/29/2019 
 
WA Committee Decision:  Approved 
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 
Opinions: 
Clallam County Commissioners - NO RESPONSE 



Jefferson County Commissioners - NO OBJECTION 
Clallam County Emergency Management 
City of Sequim 
Clallam County Historical Society 
Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe - OPPOSED 
Lower Elwah Klallam Tribe 
Makah Indian Tribe 
Port Gamble Sklallam Tribe 
Letter signed by 17 local residents - IN FAVOR 
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ATTN: WA State Committee on Geographic Names                     November 28, 2017 

Washington State Department of Natural Resources 

Olympia, WA 

Re: Misty Creek and Misty Mountain Name Proposals 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

The Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe does not support the proposal for Misty Mountains and Misty 

Creek, on the grounds that the proposed named lacks any cultural or local significance. The 

Jamestown Tribe has inhabited the shores of Sequim Bay for thousands of years. Archaeological 

evidence recovered from a shell midden located less than 1,000 feet south of the mouth of the 

proposed “Misty Creek” clearly demonstrates the S’Klallam were processing shellfish, fish, and 

land mammals for over 1,100 years in this location. This creek also passes through Tribal Trust 

lands shortly before entering Sequim Bay. In addition, many ancestors of today’s Jamestown 

S’Klallam Tribe settled in the historic Blyn community in the late 19th century including the 

Reyes, Hopkins, and Campbell families. The Tribe has maintained a strong connection to Blyn 

through the historic period into the modern era, when the Tribe established its reservation and 

administrative center here in the 1980s. 

 

With regards to the Misty Mountain proposal, it is the Tribe’s position that the proposal should 

be classified as a “Name Change” of Blyn Mountain and Mount Chatham, both of which are well 

documented names for this range of hills in historic documents and literature. Mount Chatham 

was named by the U.S. Coast Survey after one of George Vancouver’s armed tenders; (Report of 

the Superintendent of the Coast Survey, 1858; Meany, E. Vancouver’s Discovery of Puget Sound, 

1907). According to Meany, the mountain also has an Indian name, “O-oo-quah” meaning crying 

mountain; however, no Tribal sources could confirm this name, and this term is not found in the 

S’Klallam language. Documentation of the name “Blyn Mountain” is available in the form of 

Washington Forest Fire Association records (1933-1935) regarding the construction of a fire 

lookout tower by the Civilian Conservation Corps. 

 

The email statement regarding Jamestown S’Klallam tribal input provided to Mr. Maki by Ms. 

Beitz on January 24, 2019 contains many errors and does not constitute formal tribal 

consultation. Furthermore, the support letters provided by Ms. Beitz for both name proposals 

only contain mentions of the Misty Creek name proposal and should not be accepted as letters of 

support for the re-naming of Blyn Mountain.  

 

While the Tribe agrees with Ms. Beitz’s statement that it is important to name geographical 

features to bring clarity and definition to an area, the Tribe believes that there are many names 

more relevant to local Sequim/Blyn history that could be applied to the creek, rather than a name 

drawn from fictitious literature that has no cultural or historical tie to this region. While Ms. 
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Beitz has provided interesting material documenting the history of Elma, WA, she does not 

provide any materials documenting the rich history of the Blyn community, which she proposed 

to rename “Rivendell.” Finally, the Tribe believes that Blyn Mountain and Chatham Peak have 

already been named, and that these names are well documented in historic sources. If you need 

any additional information, please contact me at 360-681-4638 or 

dbrownell@jamestowntribe.org . 

 

Sincerely, 

 
David Brownell 

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 

Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe 
 

mailto:dbrownell@jamestowntribe.org
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MISTY CREEK - CLALLAM COUNTY
Stream; 3.2 mi. long; heads 3 miles E
of Blyn, flows W into Sequim Bay.
The proposed name is descriptive, as
the land that the creek flows through is
often locked in mist.  The feature is
officially unnamed, but has been
referred to as "Chicken Coop Creek"
by WS DOT during a fish barrier
removal.
The proponent owns property
alongside the creek, and has
contacted many of her neighbors to
gather support for the proposed name.
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MISTY CREEK - CLALLAM COUNTY
Stream; 3.2 mi. long; heads 3 miles E
of Blyn, flows W into Sequim Bay.
The proposed name is descriptive, as
the land that the creek flows through is
often locked in mist.  The feature is
officially unnamed, but has been
referred to as "Chicken Coop Creek"
by WS DOT during a fish barrier
removal.
The proponent owns property
alongside the creek, and has
contacted many of her neighbors to
gather support for the proposed name.
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Washington State Committee on Geographic Names  
Proposal Summary 

 
 

Misty Mountains 
Clallam & Jefferson County - New Name 

 
Township: 29N 
Range: 2W 
Section: 17 
 
USGS Quad: Gardiner 
 
Location Description: Range; range; elevation 1,998 ft, 4 mi. long; center of range is located 1.5 
mi. SW of Blyn at 48°0’40.854”N, 122°57’0.229”W, partially located in the Olympic National 
Forest. 
 
Proposal Summary: Misty Creek: Range, elevation 1,998 ft, 4 mi. long; center of range is 
located 1.5 mi. SW of Blyn at 48°0’40.854”N, 122°57’0.229”W, partially located in the Olympic 
National Forest; name is descriptive as the surrounding area is often locked in mist from the 
nearby bay; Sec 17, T29N, R2W, Willamette Meridian; Clallam County, Washington; 
48°0’40.854”N, 122°57’0.229”W; USGS map – Gardiner1:24,000. 
 
The proposed name is descriptive, as the mountain range is often locked in mist from the 
nearby bay.  The proponent is also proposing a name for a creek flowing from the mountain 
range into Sequim Bay. 
 
The proponent owns property alongside the creek, and has contacted many of her neighbors to 
gather support for the proposed names. 
 
Proponent: 
Laura J. Beitz 
403 Deerhawk Drive 
Sequim, WA  98382 
 
Proposal Received: 12/7/2017 
Initial Consideration: 5/30/2019 
Final Consideration: 10/29/2019 
 
WA Committee Decision:  Approved 
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 
Opinions: 



Clallam County Commissioners - NO RESPONSE 
Jefferson County Commissioners - NO OBJECTION 
Clallam County Emergency Management 
Jefferson County Search & Rescue 
City of Sequim 
Clallam County Historical Society 
Jefferson County Historical Society 
US Forest Service - DOES NOT SUPPORT 
Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe - OPPOSED 
Lower Elwah Klallam Tribe 
Makah Indian Tribe 
Port Gamble Sklallam Tribe 
Letter signed by 17 local residents - IN FAVOR 
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ATTN: WA State Committee on Geographic Names                     November 28, 2017 

Washington State Department of Natural Resources 

Olympia, WA 

Re: Misty Creek and Misty Mountain Name Proposals 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

The Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe does not support the proposal for Misty Mountains and Misty 

Creek, on the grounds that the proposed named lacks any cultural or local significance. The 

Jamestown Tribe has inhabited the shores of Sequim Bay for thousands of years. Archaeological 

evidence recovered from a shell midden located less than 1,000 feet south of the mouth of the 

proposed “Misty Creek” clearly demonstrates the S’Klallam were processing shellfish, fish, and 

land mammals for over 1,100 years in this location. This creek also passes through Tribal Trust 

lands shortly before entering Sequim Bay. In addition, many ancestors of today’s Jamestown 

S’Klallam Tribe settled in the historic Blyn community in the late 19th century including the 

Reyes, Hopkins, and Campbell families. The Tribe has maintained a strong connection to Blyn 

through the historic period into the modern era, when the Tribe established its reservation and 

administrative center here in the 1980s. 

 

With regards to the Misty Mountain proposal, it is the Tribe’s position that the proposal should 

be classified as a “Name Change” of Blyn Mountain and Mount Chatham, both of which are well 

documented names for this range of hills in historic documents and literature. Mount Chatham 

was named by the U.S. Coast Survey after one of George Vancouver’s armed tenders; (Report of 

the Superintendent of the Coast Survey, 1858; Meany, E. Vancouver’s Discovery of Puget Sound, 

1907). According to Meany, the mountain also has an Indian name, “O-oo-quah” meaning crying 

mountain; however, no Tribal sources could confirm this name, and this term is not found in the 

S’Klallam language. Documentation of the name “Blyn Mountain” is available in the form of 

Washington Forest Fire Association records (1933-1935) regarding the construction of a fire 

lookout tower by the Civilian Conservation Corps. 

 

The email statement regarding Jamestown S’Klallam tribal input provided to Mr. Maki by Ms. 

Beitz on January 24, 2019 contains many errors and does not constitute formal tribal 

consultation. Furthermore, the support letters provided by Ms. Beitz for both name proposals 

only contain mentions of the Misty Creek name proposal and should not be accepted as letters of 

support for the re-naming of Blyn Mountain.  

 

While the Tribe agrees with Ms. Beitz’s statement that it is important to name geographical 

features to bring clarity and definition to an area, the Tribe believes that there are many names 

more relevant to local Sequim/Blyn history that could be applied to the creek, rather than a name 

drawn from fictitious literature that has no cultural or historical tie to this region. While Ms. 
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Beitz has provided interesting material documenting the history of Elma, WA, she does not 

provide any materials documenting the rich history of the Blyn community, which she proposed 

to rename “Rivendell.” Finally, the Tribe believes that Blyn Mountain and Chatham Peak have 

already been named, and that these names are well documented in historic sources. If you need 

any additional information, please contact me at 360-681-4638 or 

dbrownell@jamestowntribe.org . 

 

Sincerely, 

 
David Brownell 

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 

Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe 
 

mailto:dbrownell@jamestowntribe.org
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Washington State Committee on Geographic Names  
Proposal Summary 

 
 

Páatstel Creek 
Whatcom County - Name Change 

 
Township: 40N 
Range: 3E & 4E 
Section: 3E=2,11,12,13 4E=7,8,18 
 
USGS Quad: Lynden & Sumas 
 
Location Description: Stream; 4 mi. long; heads 2 mi. NE of Lynden at 48°58’52.415”N, 
122°23’25.169”W, flows SE/E into Johnson Creek at 48°58’9.411”N, 122°19’45.22”W. 
 
Proposal Summary: Páatstel Creek: stream; 4 mi. long; heads 2 mi. NE of Lynden at 
48°58’52.415”N, 122°23’25.169”W, flows SE/E into Johnson Creek at 48°58’9.411”N, 
122°19’45.22”W.; "Páatstel" is a the Nooksack name for this creek, which was associated with a 
historical Nooksack village located near the source of the creek; Whatcom County, Washington; 
Sec 2,11,12,13, T40N, R3E, Sec 7,8,18, T40N, R4E, Willamette Meridian; 48°58’9.411”N, 
122°19’45.22”W USGS map - Lynden and Sumas 1:24,000. 
 
The proposed name would replace the current name of Squaw Creek.   
 
"Páatstel" is the Nooksack name for the creek, which was associated with a historical Nooksack 
village located near the source of the creek.  The Cultural and Natural Resource Director of the 
Nooksack Indian Tribe submitted the proposal. 
 
Proponent: 
George Swanaset, Jr. 
PO Box 157 
Deming, WA  98244 
 
Proposal Received: 5/23/2019 
Initial Consideration: 5/30/2019 
Final Consideration: 10/29/2019 
 
WA Committee Decision:   
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 
Opinions: 
Whatcom County Council - IN FAVOR 



Nooksack Indian Tribe - IN FAVOR 
WACD - IN FAVOR 
Whatcom Democrats - IN FAVOR 
Rodney Visser (Local Citizen) - OPPOSED 
Troy Lenssen (Local Citizen and Business Owner) - OPPOSED 
Whatcom County Historical Society 
City of Lynden 
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation 
Lummi Indian Nation 
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community 
 







 
Comments 

 
Received 
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Squaw Creek.
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name for the creek, which
was associated with a
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creek.  The Cultural and
Natural Resource Director of
the Nooksack Indian Tribe
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Páatstel Creek - WHATCOM COUNTY
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