
Washington State Committee on Geographic Names  
Proposal Summary 

 
 

Nathaniel Sargent Lake 
Mason County - New Name 

 
Township: 22N 
Range: 3W 
Section: 10,11,15 
 
USGS Quad: Lilliwaup 
 
Location Description: Lake; 10.5 acres, located 2.5 miles NE of the town of Tahuya at 47° 24' 
17.539" N, 123° 2' 6.887" W. 
 
Proposal Summary: Nathaniel Sargent Lake; lake; 10.5 acres, located 2.5 miles NE of the town 
of Tahuya at 47° 24' 17.539" N, 123° 2' 6.887" W.; Name commemorates Nathaniel Sargent (d. 
1954) who was born into slavery.  Nathaniel Sargent settled in Seabeck and was elected a 
justice of the peace in the late 19th century after homesteading there.; Mason County, 
Washington; Section 15, T22N, R3W, Willamette Meridian;  47° 24' 17.539" N, 123° 2' 6.887" 
W.; USGS Map - Lilliwaup 1:24,000. 
 
The proposed name commemorates Nathaniel Sargent (d. 1954) who was born into slavery.  
 
Nathaniel Sargent settled in Seabeck around the same time Rodney White came to Tahuya. 
Sargent was elected a justice of the peace in the late 19th century after homesteading there. 
 
The proposed name would replace the current name of Grass Lake. 
 
Proponent: 
Alicia Charles & "Akuyea" Karen Vargas 
Living Arts Cultural Heritage Project 
14095 Central Valley Rd NW 
Poulsbo, WA  98370 
 
Proposal Received: 9/7/2022 
Initial Consideration: 10/25/2022 
Final Consideration: 01/19/2023 
 
WA Committee Decision:  Approved 
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 



Opinions: 
Mason County Board of Commiissioners - IN FAVOR 
U.S. Representative Derek Kilmer - IN FAVOR 
Ann Lovejoy - IN FAVOR 
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January 17, 2023 

 

WA Committee on Geographic Names 

Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 

P.O. Box 47030 

Olympia, WA 98504-7030 

 

To whom it may concern, 

I write today to express my support of the renaming of Nathaniel Sargent Lake and Rodney White Slough 

in Mason County. I commend the Living Arts Cultural Heritage Project for their efforts in bringing to 

light the area's Black history. The missing history and lack of accurate information about African history 

and culture needs to be corrected, and thanks to the efforts Alicia Charles and "Akuyea" Karen Vargas, 

we have the opportunity to do that in our region.  

Born into slavery in Missouri, Rodney White came to Mason County in 1890 and had a farm and ranch, 

and cut some of the roads in the area that are still used to this day. Rodney White was known as a hard 

worker by residents of the area, and is referenced in a book published in 1992, "Tales from a Tahuya 

Log". Nathaniel Sargent, also born into slavery migrated without his family to Kitsap County and lived in 

the county for 72 years. He was a passionate artist and writer and preferred life as a rancher, 

homesteading roughly 248 acres. He donated land for a school in the Seabeck-Crosby area and was 

elected Justice of the Peace in Seabeck.  

The stories of Rodney White and Nathaniel Sargent are important, they made positive impacts on their 

communities, but they are not widely known. The efforts to rename these locations in Mason County 

provide the opportunity to recognize their contributions and impacts that might have been forgotten due to 

the color of their skin. Again, I am pleased to offer my support for Living Arts Cultural Heritage Project 

application for the renaming of Nathaniel Sargent Lake and Rodney White Slough in Mason County, and 

I urge your full and fair consideration of their proposal. Should you have any questions, please contact 

Katy Crabtree in my Bremerton Office at (360) 838-3156 or Katy.Crabtree@mail.house.gov.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Derek Kilmer 

Member of Congress 

mailto:Katy.Crabtree@mail.house.gov


From: Ann Lovejoy
To: MAKI, CALEB (DNR)
Subject: Strongly support renaming the slough
Date: Thursday, January 5, 2023 10:37:49 AM

External Email

Hi Caleb
I am strongly in favor of renaming, 
thanks for the opportunity to comment!
I vote for Nathaniel Sargent Lake
and
Rodney White Slough
Thanks again!

mailto:ann.lovejoy@gmail.com
mailto:CALEB.MAKI@dnr.wa.gov


Nathaniel Sargent Lake - Mason County

M a s o nM a s o n
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Lake; 10.5 acres, located 2.5 miles
NE of the town of Tahuya at 47° 24'
17.539" N, 123° 2' 6.887" W.
The proposed name commemorates
Nathaniel Sargent (d. 1954) who was
born into slavery.
Nathaniel Sargent settled in Seabeck
around the same time Rodney White
came to Tahuya. Sargent was
elected a justice of the peace in the
late 19th century after homesteading
there.
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Nathaniel Sargent Lake
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Nathaniel Sargent Lake - Mason County
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The proposed name commemorates
Nathaniel Sargent (d. 1954) who was
born into slavery.
Nathaniel Sargent settled in Seabeck
around the same time Rodney White
came to Tahuya. Sargent was
elected a justice of the peace in the
late 19th century after homesteading
there.
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Nathaniel Sargent Lake



Washington State Committee on Geographic Names  
Proposal Summary 

 
 

Rodney White Slough 
Mason County - New Name 

 
Township: 22N 
Range: 3W 
Section: 15 
 
USGS Quad: Lilliwaup 
 
Location Description: Swamp; 18 acres, located 2 miles N of the town of Tahuya at 47° 23' 
53.098" N, 123° 3' 10.473" W. 
 
Proposal Summary: Rodney White Slough: swamp; 18 acres, located 2 miles N of the town of 
Tahuya at 47° 23' 53.098" N, 123° 3' 10.473" W.; Name commemorates Rodney White (d. 1913) 
who was born into slavery in Missouri.  Rodney White came to Mason County in 1890 and had a 
farm and ranch, and cut some of the roads in the area that are still used to this day.  Following 
his death, the area in which he had an orchard became known by the racist term of "N----- 
Slough", which appeared on a 1947 Metsker map of the area.; Mason County, Washington; 
Section 15, T22N, R3W, Willamette Meridian; 47° 23' 53.098" N, 123° 3' 10.473" W; USGS Map - 
Lilliwaup 1:24,000. 
 
The proposed name commemorates Rodney White (d. 1913) who was born into slavery in 
Missouri.   
 
Rodney White came to Mason County in 1890 and had a farm and ranch, and cut some of the 
roads in the area that are still used to this day.  Rodney White was known as a hard worker by 
residents of the area, and is referenced in a book published in 1992, "Tales from a Tahuya Log". 
   
Following his death, the area in which he had an orchard became known by the racist term of 
"N----- Slough", which appeared on a 1947 Metsker map of the area. 
 
Proponent: 
Alicia Charles & "Akuyea" Karen Vargas 
Living Arts Cultural Heritage Project 
14095 Central Valley Rd NW 
Poulsbo, WA  98370 
 
Proposal Received: 9/7/2022 
Initial Consideration: 10/25/2022 
Final Consideration: 01/19/2023 



 
WA Committee Decision:  Approved 
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 
Opinions: 
Mason County Board of Commiissioners - IN FAVOR 
U.S. Representative Derek Kilmer - IN FAVOR 
Ann Lovejoy - IN FAVOR 
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January 17, 2023 

 

WA Committee on Geographic Names 

Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 

P.O. Box 47030 

Olympia, WA 98504-7030 

 

To whom it may concern, 

I write today to express my support of the renaming of Nathaniel Sargent Lake and Rodney White Slough 

in Mason County. I commend the Living Arts Cultural Heritage Project for their efforts in bringing to 

light the area's Black history. The missing history and lack of accurate information about African history 

and culture needs to be corrected, and thanks to the efforts Alicia Charles and "Akuyea" Karen Vargas, 

we have the opportunity to do that in our region.  

Born into slavery in Missouri, Rodney White came to Mason County in 1890 and had a farm and ranch, 

and cut some of the roads in the area that are still used to this day. Rodney White was known as a hard 

worker by residents of the area, and is referenced in a book published in 1992, "Tales from a Tahuya 

Log". Nathaniel Sargent, also born into slavery migrated without his family to Kitsap County and lived in 

the county for 72 years. He was a passionate artist and writer and preferred life as a rancher, 

homesteading roughly 248 acres. He donated land for a school in the Seabeck-Crosby area and was 

elected Justice of the Peace in Seabeck.  

The stories of Rodney White and Nathaniel Sargent are important, they made positive impacts on their 

communities, but they are not widely known. The efforts to rename these locations in Mason County 

provide the opportunity to recognize their contributions and impacts that might have been forgotten due to 

the color of their skin. Again, I am pleased to offer my support for Living Arts Cultural Heritage Project 

application for the renaming of Nathaniel Sargent Lake and Rodney White Slough in Mason County, and 

I urge your full and fair consideration of their proposal. Should you have any questions, please contact 

Katy Crabtree in my Bremerton Office at (360) 838-3156 or Katy.Crabtree@mail.house.gov.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Derek Kilmer 

Member of Congress 

mailto:Katy.Crabtree@mail.house.gov


From: Ann Lovejoy
To: MAKI, CALEB (DNR)
Subject: Strongly support renaming the slough
Date: Thursday, January 5, 2023 10:37:49 AM

External Email

Hi Caleb
I am strongly in favor of renaming, 
thanks for the opportunity to comment!
I vote for Nathaniel Sargent Lake
and
Rodney White Slough
Thanks again!

mailto:ann.lovejoy@gmail.com
mailto:CALEB.MAKI@dnr.wa.gov


Rodney White Slough - Mason County

M a s o nM a s o n

P i e r c eP i e r c e

J e f f e r s o nJ e f f e r s o n

K i n gK i n g

C l a l l a mC l a l l a m

K i t s a pK i t s a p

G r a y s  H a r b o rG r a y s  H a r b o r

T h u r s t o nT h u r s t o n

L e w i sL e w i sP a c i f i cP a c i f i c

I s l a n dI s l a n d
S n o h o m i s hS n o h o m i s h

Swamp; 18 acres, located 2 miles N
of the town of Tahuya at 47° 23'
53.098" N, 123° 3' 10.473" W.
The proposed name commemorates
Rodney White (d. 1913) who was
born into slavery in Missouri.
Rodney White came to Mason
County in 1890 and had a farm and
ranch, and cut some of the roads in
the area that are still used to this day.
Rodney White was known as a hard
worker by residents of the area, and
is referenced in a book published in
1992, "Tales from a Tahuya Log".
Following his death, the area in
which he had an orchard became
known by the racist term of "N-----
Slough", which appeared on a 1947
Metsker map of the area.

_̂

Rodney White Slough



Rodney White Slough - Mason County
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I s l a n dI s l a n d
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Swamp; 18 acres, located 2 miles N
of the town of Tahuya at 47° 23'
53.098" N, 123° 3' 10.473" W.
The proposed name commemorates
Rodney White (d. 1913) who was
born into slavery in Missouri.
Rodney White came to Mason
County in 1890 and had a farm and
ranch, and cut some of the roads in
the area that are still used to this day.
Rodney White was known as a hard
worker by residents of the area, and
is referenced in a book published in
1992, "Tales from a Tahuya Log".
Following his death, the area in
which he had an orchard became
known by the racist term of "N-----
Slough", which appeared on a 1947
Metsker map of the area.
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Rodney White Slough

Wildberry Lake

Wood Lake

Grass Lake

Maggie Lake

Jiggs Lake

Tahuya



Washington State Committee on Geographic Names  
Proposal Summary 

 
 

South Tucannon Spring 
Garfield County - Name Change 

 
Township: 8N 
Range: 42E 
Section: 31 
 
USGS Quad: Diamond Peak 
 
Location Description: Spring; located in the Wenaha-Tucannon Wilderness area in the Umatilla 
National Forest at 46° 7' 26.50" N, 117° 35' 11.24" W. 
 
Proposal Summary: South Tucannon Spring: spring; located in the Wenaha-Tucannon 
Wilderness area in the Umatilla National Forest at 46° 7' 26.50" N, 117° 35' 11.24" W.; The 
name was selected by the U.S. Dept. of Interior as part of an effort to replace feature names 
containing the word "squaw".; Garfield County, Washington; Section 31, T8N, R42E, Willamette 
Meridian; 46° 7' 26.50" N, 117° 35' 11.24" W USGS Map - Diamond Peak 1:24,000. 
 
The name was selected by the U.S. Dept. of Interior as part of an effort to replace feature 
names containing the word "squaw". 
 
Proponent: 
Secretarial Order 3404 
 
 
Proposal Received: 5/17/2022 
Initial Consideration: 7/26/2022 
Final Consideration: 01/19/2023 
 
WA Committee Decision:  Approved 
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 
Opinions: 
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South Tucannon Spring - Garfield County

W h i t m a nW h i t m a n

A s o t i nA s o t i n
C o l u m b i aC o l u m b i a

G a r f i e l dG a r f i e l d

A d a m sA d a m s

W a l l a  W a l l aW a l l a  W a l l a

F r a n k l i nF r a n k l i n

Spring; located in the Wenaha-
Tucannon Wilderness area in the
Umatilla National Forest at 46° 7'
26.50" N, 117° 35' 11.24" W.
The name was selected by the
U.S. Dept. of Interior as part of an
effort to replace feature names
containing the word "sq___".

_̂

South Tucannon Spring



Washington State Committee on Geographic Names  
Proposal Summary 

 
 

Gooseberry Creek 
Okanogan County - Name Change 

 
Township: 36N 
Range: 30E 
Section: 36 
 
USGS Quad: Bailey Creek 
 
Location Description: Stream; 2 miles long; heads at 48° 35' 18.16" N, 119° 0' 6.49" W and 
flows S to enter Frosty Creek at 48° 33' 52.70" N, 119° 0' 17.00" W 1.5 miles W of the town of 
Aeneas. 
 
Proposal Summary: Gooseberry Creek: stream; 2 miles long; heads at 48° 35' 18.16" N, 119° 0' 
6.49" W and flows S to enter Frosty Creek at 48° 33' 52.70" N, 119° 0' 17.00" W 1.5 miles W of 
the town of Aeneas.; The name was selected by the U.S. Dept. of Interior as part of an effort to 
replace feature names containing the word "squaw".; Okanogan County, Washington; Section 
17, T31N, R30E, Willamette Meridian; 48° 10' 58.99" N, 119° 3' 52.09" W USGS Map - Bailey 
Creek 1:24,000. 
 
The name was selected by the U.S. Dept. of Interior as part of an effort to replace feature 
names containing the word "squaw". 
 
Proponent: 
Secretarial Order 3404 
 
 
Proposal Received: 5/17/2022 
Initial Consideration: 7/26/2022 
Final Consideration: 01/19/2023 
 
WA Committee Decision:  Approved 
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 
Opinions: 
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Gooseberry Creek - Okanogan County

F e r r yF e r r y
O k a n o g a nO k a n o g a n

D o u g l a sD o u g l a s

L i n c o l nL i n c o l nG r a n tG r a n t

S t e v e n sS t e v e n s

C h e l a nC h e l a n

Stream; 2 miles long; heads at
48° 35' 18.16" N, 119° 0' 6.49" W
and flows S to enter Frosty Creek
at 48° 33' 52.70" N, 119° 0' 17.00"
W 1.5 miles W of the town of
Aeneas.
The name was selected by the
U.S. Dept. of Interior as part of an
effort to replace feature names
containing the word "sq___".

_̂

Gooseberry Creek


	Nathaniel Sargent Lake - MASON COUNTY
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	South Tucannon Spring - GARFIELD COUNTY
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