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November 20, 2016  

Cherry Point Aquatic Reserve Technical Advisory Committee  

Recommendation to Commissioner of Public Lands 

 

The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) unanimously recommends the State-Owned Aquatic 

Lands (SOAL) within the Gateway cutout be designated as an integral part of the existing 

Cherry Point Aquatic Reserve (CPAR.) The TAC finds that the cutout and adjacent aquatic 

lands have significant cultural and environmental values and recommends modifying the 

existing boundaries of the CPAR to include the Gateway cutout, which is located entirely within 

the CPAR slightly south of Cherry Point.  

Important environmental attributes noted by the TAC include: 

 The CPAR and the Gateway cutout “is of profound cultural and spiritual significance” to 

the Lummi Nation and other tribal nations. 

 The cutout is an important area for state and Tribal crab and salmon fisheries. 

 The Gateway cutout is located over the nearshore end of a unique bathymetric trench, 

which is the deepest water close to shore in the Cherry Point Reach and Aquatic 

Reserve. Observations from a historic herring-spawn-on kelp fishery have shown this 

area to be a likely natural corridor and holding area for pre-spawner herring to move 

from offshore waters to inshore spawning grounds. 

 The cutout’s unique nearshore geomorphology promotes additional ecosystem value in 

the form of complex habitat and protection for aquatic vegetation. These habitats include 

bull kelp beds along with other macroalgae that serve as spawning and refuge habitat for 

herring and Endangered, Threatened, and Sensitive species. 

 The site is unique in its exposure to oceanographic processes and mixing associated 

with the straits of Georgia and Juan de Fuca. 

 The cutout contains habitats important to Dungeness crabs, flatfish, salmonids, 

migratory and resident seabirds, marine mammals, and forage fish. 

 The existing private and commercial ownership of the shoreline and uplands provides 

unique protection for this area. Including the cutout in the CPAR would both maintain 

that protection as well as helping prevent future industrial impacts.  
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BOUNDARY RECOMMENDATION 

Add the 45-acre cutout area, designated in yellow below, to the Cherry Point Aquatic 

Reserve Boundary. 

 

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

 The TAC is supportive of modifying the boundary of the CPAR to include the 

Gateway cutout. 

 The TAC supports pursuing permanent land and habitat protection of the nearshore 

shoreline and uplands through private willing seller easement and/or fee simple 

purchase. 

 The TAC recommends encouraging Whatcom County to adopt the County’s current 

proposal to modify the Comprehensive Plan to be consistent with the revised CPAR 

boundaries and management plan.   
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 The TAC recommends revising the CPAR Management Plan to implement research 

and monitoring to develop the needed data to improve adaptive management to 

accommodate changing climate, sea levels, and land use. 

 The TAC recommends the CPAR CSC continue and expand its public education and 

outreach efforts. 

 The TAC recommends DNR continue government-to-government relations regarding 

the CPAR as demonstrated by the communication from the Lummi Nation requesting 

inclusion of the Gateway cutout into the CPAR. 
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 Rich Bowers   Executive Director, Whatcom Land Trust  

  Eric Grossman           Research Geologist, U.S. Geological Survey 
Pacific Coastal and Marine Science Center and Research Assoc.   

Eleanor Hines  Lead Scientist, Resources for Sustainable Communities 

Steve Irving  North Cascades Audubon Society 

Michael Kyte  Consulting Marine Biologist, semi-retired 

   
Mark O’Toole  Fisheries Biologist, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife  

 


