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DEPARTMENT OF    FOREST RESOURCES DIVISION   360-902-1600  
NATURAL RESOURCES  1111 WASHINGTON STREET SE   WWW.DNR.WA.GOV  
    OLYMPIA, WA 98502     

September 2018 
 
Dear Interested Party, 

The Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is developing a long-term conservation 
strategy for the marbled murrelet. DNR intends to amend the 1997 State Trust Lands Habitat Conservation 
Plan (HCP) and apply for an amendment to DNR’s incidental take permit for the marbled murrelet under the 
Endangered Species Act. Once approved by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Board of Natural 
Resources, the long-term conservation strategy will replace the current, interim strategy for the marbled 
murrelet, and will be implemented in concert with the other conservation strategies under the HCP. 

The marbled murrelet is listed as a threatened species under the federal Endangered Species Act. These 
small, fast-flying seabirds have an intriguing life history, spending most of their lives in the marine 
environment while nesting inland on large tree limbs in older forest in western Washington. Marbled 
murrelet population decline in Washington has been linked to the loss of inland nesting habitat, as well as 
threats in the marine environment. Uncertainty about DNR’s strategy for habitat conservation of the marbled 
murrelet on state trust lands has created challenges and uncertainties as we conduct forest management 
activities and implement the HCP. A long-term conservation strategy will better identify strategically 
important murrelet nesting habitat on DNR-managed lands and therefore contribute to long-term 
conservation of the species, while providing long-term certainty for timber harvest and other management 
activities on forested state trust lands. 

This revised draft environmental impact statement (RDEIS), which replaces the 2016 draft EIS, evaluates 
seven alternative long-term conservation strategies and a no action alternative (the current, interim strategy). 
Each action alternative provides a unique approach to murrelet habitat conservation, designating varying 
amounts of habitat for conservation and applying conservation measures to ensure long-term protection of 
forestlands important to the marbled murrelet.  

Produced collaboratively with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, this document is intended to satisfy the 
environmental review requirements of both the State Environmental Policy Act and National Environmental 
Policy Act for adopting a long-term conservations strategy and amending the HCP and incidental take permit 
for the marbled murrelet. We invite you to provide comment on this RDEIS. Further information is posted at 
https://www.dnr.wa.gov/long-term-conservation-strategy-marbled-murrelet.  

Thank you for sharing my interest in habitat conservation for the marbled murrelet and the sustainable 
management of state trust lands. I encourage your engagement in this very important process. 

 

 

Hilary Franz 
Commissioner of Public Lands 

http://www.dnr.wa.gov/mmltcs
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