
 

DNR’s Sustainable Harvest Calculation 

DNR’s responsibility as a trust lands manager is to produce revenue for its trust beneficiaries in 

perpetuity. Providing a perpetual supply of revenue requires responsible management with an emphasis 

on long-term sustainability. One of the major components of DNR’s approach is calculation of a 

sustainable harvest level.  

What Is the Sustainable Harvest Level? 

The sustainable harvest level is the volume of timber to be scheduled 

for sale during a planning decade (Revised Code of Washington 

79.10.300). Put another way, the sustainable harvest level is the 

amount of timber DNR can harvest from state trust lands sustainably 

over time. The level applies to all forested state trust lands located 

west of the Cascade Crest and is defined in board feet, which is a 

unit of volume equivalent to a 12-inch square, one-inch thick piece 

of wood.  To help regulate the harvest, DNR divides state trust lands 

into 20 sustainable harvest units, each of which is assigned its own 

sustainable harvest level for the decade. DNR then combines all of 

these separate levels into a single level. 

DNR recalculates the sustainable harvest level each decade. For the current decade, the combined 

sustainable harvest level is 5.5 billion board feet. DNR is currently calculating a new level for the next 

planning decade, which runs from fiscal year 2015 through 2024. 

How Is the Sustainable Harvest Level Calculated? 

DNR calculates the sustainable harvest level through a forest estate modeling process. The forest estate 

model is a mathematical, computer-based representation of the forest. Capable of manipulating vast 

quantities of data, the model is often used to solve problems too complex to solve by other means, such as 

determining a sustainable harvest level for nearly 1.5 million acres of state trust lands.  

The proposed sustainable harvest level is the result of numerous inter-related factors, including policies, 

laws, and the ever-changing condition of the forest itself. Taking all factors into account, the forest estate 

model is able to look across landscapes and decades to determine the sustainable harvest level that is the 

best balance of DNR’s management objectives. These objectives, which are based on policy documents 

such as the State Trust Lands Habitat Conservation Plan and Policy for Sustainable Forests, include the 

production of revenue for trust beneficiaries, protection of potentially unstable slopes, maintenance of 

healthy riparian areas, habitat for listed and non-listed wildlife species, and others. To ensure 



 

CONTACT: MICHELLE PETERSCHICK  FOREST RESOURCES DIVISION 
Washington State Department of Natural Resources 1111 Washington Street SE  PO Box 47015 Olympia, WA 98504  - 7015 

Phone: 360-902-1715  Email: Michelle.Peterschick@dnr.wa.gov  

 

intergenerational equity—in other words, a fair and equitable 

distribution of the harvest across decades to avoid favoring one 

generation of trust beneficiaries over another—the model maintains 

the harvest level within 25 percent, plus or minus, of the previous 

decade’s level.  

DNR then analyzes the potential environmental impacts of the 

model’s recommended harvest level per the requirements of the 

State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). This is a non-project 

environmental analysis, meaning that it is not site-specific. Potential environmental impacts are analyzed 

at a landscape scale. 

Who Approves the Sustainable Harvest Level? 

The sustainable harvest level is a policy-level decision that requires approval by the Board of Natural 

Resources. Once the level has been calculated, it will be provided to the Board for their consideration. 

Based on the environmental analysis and a financial analysis of impacts to the trust beneficiaries, the 

Board determines whether to adopt the level or adopt it with modifications.  

What About Environmental Review of Individual Timber Sales? 

The environmental analysis DNR conducts for setting a sustainable harvest level does not replace the 

SEPA checklist that is done for each timber sale. Every timber sale will continue to go through a site-

specific environmental analysis, with opportunity for public review and comment. 

Will DNR Policies Change as a Result of the New Sustainable Harvest 

Level? 

No. The next sustainable harvest level is being calculated within the framework of existing DNR policies. 

Although DNR may identify opportunities to revise policies as it works through the sustainable harvest 

level, DNR does not anticipate any changes at this time. 

How Can I Learn More? 

To learn more, visit our website: 

http://www.dnr.wa.gov/BusinessPermits/Topics/SustainableHarvestImplementation/Pages/lm_sust_harve

st_implement.aspx. 
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