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Vashon subglacial scour is evidenced by the till mantling of the valley sides and, locally,
the valley bottom over much of the river's length, as well as by the truncation of the
advance outwash blanket at many locations underneath the valley-wall till. Water-well
logs and surface observations (Dragovich and others,1998; Dragovich and
Grisamer,1998) hint that both buried and exposed bedrock topography directed the
subglacial channel in a west-southwesterly direction. Booth (1994) and Booth and Hallet
(1993) show that many Puget Lowland troughs were formed almost entirely during ice
Cartographic design and production by Keith G. Tkerd, occupation by subglacial meltwater scour. The Samish River valley, which incises the

Washington Division of Geology and Earth Resources glacial uplands of the Alger quadrangle, is the result of subglacial scour.
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