
 
 

14.  Forest Practices Program Budget 
 
14.1 Introduction 
Effective on July 1, 2006, a new law was passed that reduces certain business and occupation 
(B&O) taxes for harvesting timber or manufacturing or processing wood products. Starting on 
July 1, 2007, taxpayers taking advantage of the reduced tax rate began paying a surcharge. The 
proceeds from the surcharge (approximately $3,457,428 for FY 2009) were put into the Forests 
and Fish Support Account (FFSA), an account dedicated to the implementation of the state’s 
forests and fish report, including adaptive management, monitoring, and participation grants to 
tribal, local and state agencies as well as non-profit public interest organizations. A reserve of $1 
million from this account for the state’s budget stabilization account as mandated by the Office 
of Finance Management was attained last year. The surcharge is suspended when the account 
reaches $8 million in a biennium or if the federal budget contains at least $2 million in 
appropriations to support tribal participation in Forests and Fish-related activities. The fiscal year 
2009 reflects expenditures supporting the above activities and participation grants.  
 
14.2 Full Time Employees and Funding 
The figures below reflect the State Base Program. This does not include the full-time equivalent 
employee (FTEs) and budget for the federally funded portion of the Adaptive Management 
Program. This program is tracked separately and information can be forwarded as requested. 
This also does not reflect staff funded under the State Capitol or Stewardship programs.  
 

Previous and Current Biennium – Based on Allotments 
Biennium FTEs   Total State Funds 

2005-2007 Allotment Level 142.0  $20,596,000 
2007-2009 Allotment Level 143.5 $24,290,000 
2009-2011 Allotment Level 115.09 $26,970,500 

 
 

2007-2009 Biennium Allotment 
2007-2009 Base Expenditures by Activity  FTE’s Total State Funds
Forest Practices Act & Rules 124.5 $20,741,000
Forest Practices Manage Adaptively 2.0 $1,842,000
Small Forest Landowner/Stewardship Office 17.0 $2,350,000
TOTALS 143.50 $24,290,000

 
 

FY 08 Expenditures by Activity (July 1, 2007 – June 30, 2008) as previously reported 
FY 2008 Expenditures by Activity FTE’s Total State Funds
Forest Practices Act & Rules 121.21 $10,997,200
Forest Practices Manage Adaptively 2.4 $650,326
Small Forest Landowner/Stewardship Office 10.5 $965,684
TOTALS 134.11 $12,613,210
Compliance monitoring FY 2008 expenditures 
2.6 FTEs and approximately $469,295 were spent 
  



FY 09 Expenditures by Activity (July 1, 2008 – June 30, 2009) 
FY 2009 Expenditures by Activity FTE’s Total State Funds
Forest Practices Act & Rules 115.97 $11,755,567
Forest Practices Manage Adaptively 2.82 $1,496,500
Small Forest Landowner/Stewardship Office 14.41 $1,204,178
Forests and Fish Support Account (FFSA)  $2,795,153
TOTALS 133.20 $17,251,398
Compliance Monitoring FY 2009 expenditures 
2.75 FTEs and $489,467 were spent.  
 
An enhancement of $570,706 in FY 2009 reflects developing a program for long-term 
forest/stewardship management plans, in which small forest landowner’s gain 15-year approved 
Forest Practices Application/Notifications (as opposed to the current 2-year Forest Practices 
Application/Notification). This enhancement accounts for the difference in the FTEs and funding 
from FY 2008 to FY 2009 for the Small Forest Landowner/Stewardship Office. 
 
The reduction in the number of FTE’s expended in FY 2008 for the Forest Practices Act and 
Rules (121.21) and for the same expenditure in FY 2009 (115.97) is due to the number of forest 
practices staff that participated in wildfire prevention and control efforts during the FY 2009 fire 
season.  
 
As stated above in the introduction, FY 2009 reflects expenditures from the Forest and Fish 
Support Account supporting the implementation of the state’s forests and fish report, including 
adaptive management, monitoring, and participation grants to tribal, local and state agencies as 
well as non-profit public interest organizations. This contributed to the difference in overall 
funding for the 2007-2009 biennium.  
 
The following lists what is funded under the above functional activities: 
Forest Practices Act & Rules   Manage Adaptively 
Application Processing    CMER Staff 
Compliance Monitoring    State Adaptive Management Projects 
Enforcement       
RMAPS       
IT/GIS Development & Support   Forests & Fish Account    
Water Typing      Participation grants to tribes 
Stakeholder Assistance    Participation grants for non-profits 
       Participation grants to state agencies 
Small Forest Landowner Office/Stewardship 
Small Forest Landowner Office Program/Operations 
Forest Stewardship/Landowner Assistance 
 
 
  



 
 

14.3   2009-2011 Biennium Operating Budget by Activity 
The overall base budget for DNR has been significantly reduced due to the state’s economy. The 
forest practices program’s overall operating base budget has been reduced by 18 percent, 
amounting to approximately 4 million dollars. Losses included all funding for the Landslide 
Hazard Zonation project (a project which created an improved screening tool that better 
described and mapped all potentially unstable slope areas in priority watersheds) and much of the 
funding for the Small Forest Landowner Office including all funding for the Forestry Riparian 
Easement Program. Four Small Forest Landowner Office funded positions were eliminated in the 
regions. The Division lost funding that supported a position to provide long-term application 
assistance, and the Division also eliminated positions that provided training coordination, 
operational and Board administrative support, small forest landowner outreach, and cartography. 
Funding for region forest practices positions that review forest practices applications and comply 
and enforce the forest practices rules remained stable. The following table reflects the base 
budget for the next two years.  
 

2009-2011 Base Allotments by Activity FTE’s  Total State Funds 
Forest Practices Act & Rules 106.75 $19,918,900 
Forest Practices Manage Adaptively 5 $2,124,958 
Small Forest Landowner/Stewardship Office 2 $327,079 
Forests & Fish Support Account  1.34 $7,051,600 
TOTALS 115.09 $26,970,500 

 
 
  
 


