
13.  Washington State Legislature 
 

13.1 Introduction 
In 1974, the Washington State Legislature passed the Forest Practices Act declaring that: 

“forest land resources are among the most valuable of all resources in the state; that a 
viable forest products industry is of prime importance to the state's economy; that it is in 
the public interest for public and private commercial forestlands to be managed consistent 
with sound policies of natural resource protection; that coincident with maintenance of a 
viable forest products industry, it is important to afford protection to forest soils, 
fisheries, wildlife, water quantity and quality, air quality, recreation, and scenic beauty” 
(RCW 76.09.010).  
 

The Act was the State’s first comprehensive law addressing the impacts of forest practices on the 
environment. The Act also created the Forest Practices Board, which sets the specific standards 
that are the basis for the Forest Practices Program.  
 
Each year, DNR monitors laws being passed by the Legislature for those that could impact the 
Forest Practices Program. There were no new laws that would result in a change in protection of 
habitat for the species covered in the Forest Practices HCP.  
 
The 2013 legislative session had little impact on the Forest Practices Division compared to the 
2012 legislative session. This year, the only legislation that impacted Forest Practices was SB 
5751 which requires an inventory of state fees. This piece of legislation requires every state 
agency and state institution of higher education to report to the Office of Financial Management 
(OFM) an inventory of all fees charged by the agency or institution. The inventory must include 
the purpose of the fee, the amount of the fee, the statutory authority for the fee, and the amount 
of the fee over the previous five years. The agency must update the information at least once 
every two years. Based on the bill analysis, this legislation should have minimal impact on the 
Forest Practices workload. 
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