
13.  Washington State Legislature 
 

13.1 Introduction 
In 1974, the Washington State Legislature passed the Forest Practices Act declaring that: 

“forest land resources are among the most valuable of all resources in the state; that a 
viable forest products industry is of prime importance to the state's economy; that it is in 
the public interest for public and private commercial forestlands to be managed consistent 
with sound policies of natural resource protection; that coincident with maintenance of a 
viable forest products industry, it is important to afford protection to forest soils, 
fisheries, wildlife, water quantity and quality, air quality, recreation, and scenic beauty” 
(RCW 76.09.010).  

The Act was the State’s first comprehensive law addressing the impacts of forest practices on the 
environment. The Act also created the Forest Practices Board, which sets the specific standards 
that are the basis for the Forest Practices Program.  

Each year, DNR monitors laws being passed by the Legislature for those that could impact the 
Forest Practices Program. The table in section 13.2 describes the laws passed in the 2011 
Legislative session that could affect the Forest Practices Program. However, there were no new 
laws that would result in a change in protection of habitat for the species covered in the Forest 
Practices HCP.  

The 2012 legislation had a substantial impact on the Forest Practices Division. Most notably was 
2ESSB 6406, which integrates hydraulic projects into the application process; E2SHB 2238 that 
pairs required investments in compensatory environmental mitigation with programs that are 
referenced in Title 76 RCW; 3ESHB 2127 on fiscal matters; and ESB 6074, a jobs in the 
environment bill that appropriated $10 million to the Recreation and Conservation Funding 
Board for the Family Forest Fish Passage Program.  
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13.2 Provisions of Selected 2012 Washington State Laws 
 

Selected 2012 Washington State Laws Affecting the Forest Practices Program 

Bill # Title ( "AN ACT 
relating to ..." ) 

Provisions Status Effect* 

2ESSB 6406 
 

Modifying programs 
that provide for the 
protection of the state’s 
natural resources 

 Part 1 focused on Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) statutes; among other 
provisions adds language that addresses integration of the Hydraulics Permit Approval 
(HPA) into the Forest Practices Application (FPA) for forestry activities 

 Part 2 integrates the HPA for forestry activities into the FPA following: (1) the 
incorporation of fish protection standards of 77.55 RCW into rules governing forest 
practices; and (2) approval of technical guidance for forestry-related hydraulic projects by 
December 31, 2013 
• Extends application review period from 30 to 60 days in order to incorporate WDFW 

concurrence review process for hydraulic projects affecting fish bearing waters 
greater than 5% gradient, unconfined streams and fill within the 100-year floodplain 

• Eliminates Forest Practices Act requirement of 30-day review of draft Forest Practices 
Board rules by WDFW and counties.  

• Increases the general duration of a FPA from two to three years, and allows for a 
renewal of up to three years.  

• Increases Class II, III and IV-Special FPA fees from $50 to $150; increases Class IV-
General FPA (conversion) fee from $500 to $1,500; Class II, III and IV-Special fees 
for small forest landowners (76.09.450 RCW) increases from $50 to $100; revenue is 
directed to new account set up for the purpose of implementing the Forest Practices 
Act and rules   

• If the Forest Practices Board does not complete rule-making by December 31, 2013 
the fees revert back to current fee structure 

 Part 3 of the bill amends chapter 43.21C RCW (SEPA) and 90.48 RCW Water Pollution 
Control Act  
• Directs Department of Ecology (Ecology) to increase certain categorical exemption 

thresholds and update the SEPA checklist 
• Proposes methods to integrate SEPA with the Growth Management Act (GMA) 
• Appoints advisory committee to assist with efforts 
• 90.48 RCW amendments are regarding municipal storm water permits  

Passed Legislature 
on April  10,  
Governor signed on 
May 2  

Direct 
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Selected 2012 Washington State Laws Affecting the Forest Practices Program 

Bill # Title ( "AN ACT 
relating to ..." ) 

Provisions Status Effect* 

E2SHB 2238 
 

Pairing required 
investments in 
compensatory 
environmental 
mitigation with existing 
programs currently 
referenced in Title 76 
RCW… 

 Directs Ecology and DFW to allow programs that are related to environmental mitigation, 
or explore the potential of developing new programs, to utilize the Forestry Riparian 
Easement Program, the Family Forest Fish Passage Program or the Rivers and Habitat 
Open Space Program to mitigate for environmental impacts where compatible with 
existing regulations 

 DNR and the Small Forest Landowner Office may be used as a resource to identify 
potential projects 

 Ecology and DFW, in consultation with stakeholders, must report to the legislature by 
December 31, 2012 and 2013 on successes, constraints and feasibility of developing 
new programs for this purpose 

Passed Legislature 
on March 5, 
Governor singed on 
March 23 

Indirect 

3ESHB 2127 Fiscal matters…   Forests and Fish Support Account (FFSA) appropriation increased by ~$1.8M 
 Increases FFSA participation grants by $500k to tribes and $185k to NGOs  
 Limits indirect charges and requires performance based contracts for participation grants 
 Increases pass-through to Ecology and DFW by $230k and appropriates from FFSA  
 Forest Practices Application account appropriation of $780,000 (2ESSB 6406) 
 DNR, in partnership with Ecology, will deliver a report to the governor, appropriate 

committees of the legislature and the Forest Practices Board by September 1, 2012 
documenting adaptive management program reforms implemented, or recommended, 
that streamline existing processes to increase program efficiencies and effectiveness 

 * While not in the bill, the agency detail calls for a $80K operating budget reduction for 
Forest Practices 

Passed Legislature 
on April 11, 
Governor signed on 
May 2nd 

Indirect 

ESB 6074 Funding Capital 
Projects 

 Appropriated $10M to the Recreation and Conservation Funding Board for funding the 
Family Forest Fish Passage Program 

Passed Legislature 
on April 11, 
Governor signed on 
April 23 

Indirect 
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