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Proposed Boundary 
Expansion for Admiralty 
Inlet (Naas) NAP  

RECOVERY OF ENDANGERED 
GOLDEN PAINTBRUSH PLANT SPECIES 

 

 
The Natural Areas Program of the Washington State  
Department of Natural Resources (DNR), in 
cooperation with Whidbey Camano Land Trust, is 
proposing to expand the Admiralty Inlet Natural Area 
Preserve (NAP), also known as the Naas Preserve, in 
Island County. The site is located within the Ebey’s 
Landing National Historical Reserve and is about  
3 miles southwest of the town of Coupeville in Island County.  
 
If the Commissioner of Public Lands approves the natural area boundary, the 60 acres within the 
expansion area—when acquired—will become a part of the natural area preserve. 
 
The ecological importance of the Admiralty Inlet (Naas) NAP 

The existing NAP supports one of only 12 populations of golden paintbrush remaining in the 
world. Golden paintbrush is listed as “threatened” under the federal Endangered Species Act. It is 
also considered endangered in Washington and critically imperiled globally by the Washington 
State Natural Heritage Program. The existing 33-acre preserve is a successful partnership between 
DNR, which owns a restrictive conservation easement on the property, and the Whidbey Camano 
Land Trust, which owns the site, and is actively restoring the prairie and golden paintbrush habitat. 
 
The proposed expansion was officially approved in June 2010 by the state’s Natural Heritage 
Advisory Council. DNR staff and the Council identified the entire 60-acre expansion area as a 
high priority for conservation because it contains another, separate golden paintbrush population 
and an older forest plant association, both of which are identified in the State of Washington 
Natural Heritage Plan as high priorities for conservation. 
 
Potential impacts to private landowners  

A proposed natural area boundary is a designation of lands eligible for inclusion within a state-
owned natural area. Lands located within the boundary only become part of the natural area if 
they are acquired by DNR. The boundary is simply an administrative tool to indicate where DNR 
will work with willing property owners to create the natural area. A proposed natural area 
boundary imposes no change in land use zoning, development code requirements, or any other 
restrictions on landowners. Land is purchased only from willing sellers at market value, which is 
determined by an independent, third-party appraisal. 
 
The 60-acre property included in this proposed boundary expansion is owned by Seattle Pacific 
University in six contiguous parcels. The university is a willing seller and has been working 
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cooperatively with the Land Trust on its purchase and protection of the property utilizing state 
and federal grant funds. 
 
As with the original 33-acre NAP, if the needed funds are secured, the Land Trust will own, 
manage and restore the 60-acre expansion area and DNR will hold conservation easements on 
the entire 93 acre site to ensure permanent protection for conservation purposes, including 
recovery of golden paintbrush populations and protection and enhancement of the older forest 
plant association. 
 
Public participation in establishing the site  
DNR welcomes information and ideas from the public about establishing a natural area and its 
boundary. Public comments will be received at a boundary hearing. Written comments also will 
be accepted throughout the public review process. All public comments become part of the 
record in the department’s development of a recommendation for designation of the natural area 
preserve. The Commissioner of Public Lands takes these comments into consideration when 
evaluating whether to move forward with establishing or expanding a natural area.  
 
DNR’s natural areas 
Conserving Washington’s native species and ecosystems, today and for future generations 
DNR manages 54 natural area preserves (NAPs) and 31 NRCAs on more than 144,000 acres 
statewide. NAPs protect high-quality examples of native ecosystems and rare plant and animal 
species. NAPs serve as genetic reserves for Washington’s native species and as reference sites 
for comparing natural and altered environments.  
 
NRCAs protect lands having high conservation values for ecological systems, scenic qualities, 
wildlife habitat and low-impact recreational opportunities. Environmental education and 
approved research projects occur on both NAPs and NRCAs. 

 


