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Forest Practices Biomass Work-Group 
Wrap-Up/Outcomes Document 

March 13, 2012 
 
Prioritization “Buckets” 
Biomass only.  
Unique to biomass collection. 
 
Topic: Definitions 
1. There is currently no definition of “Biomass” in Washington’s Forest Practices Rules.  
OUTCOME 
The Forest Practices Biomass Work-group  proposes, by consensus, that the following definition of 
“Forest Biomass” be added to the Forest Practices Rules: 
         “Forest Biomass” is defined as material from trees and woody plants that are by-products of forest  
         management, ecosystem restoration, or hazardous fuel reduction treatments. 
 
Topic: Retention Levels 

1. How much biomass should be left on site to ensure that forest resources/forest function is 
maintained? 

2. Is the “bottom line” of retention, currently in the FP Rules, sufficient under the possibility of a 
market for more products that would have otherwise been left behind? 

3. Rules lack retention targets for fine woody debris. 
4. Is there a need for slash retention rules/BMP’s? 
5. Should special areas where ground wood is particularly important be identified?  
6. Should the fact that stumps cannot be removed be clarified in light of an emerging biomass 

sector? 
OUTCOME 
Group has evaluated the issue, based on today’s practices and the UW supply study (DNR, 2012); we 
don’t see a need for rules or guidance at this point. Group would recommend the topic be revisited as 
technology changes, biomass value increases, and biomass sector grows. This reevaluation shall take 
place no later than 2016. 
 
Outcome: No consensus at this point. We will evaluate other specific areas to determine if there are 
exceptions, nuances, etc. that are more site specific. 
 
Topic: Slope 
What is the percent slope threshold at which biomass should not be collected due to risks collection with 
pose on soil erosion, water quality, etc.? 
OUTCOME 
The group suggests the following rule revision: 
 
         

WAC 222-30-020 Harvest unit planning and design. (1) Logging systems, including forest biomass 
removal operations must be appropriate for the terrain, soils, and timber type so  

        that yarding and skidding can be economically accomplished and achieve ecological goals of the  
        rules.  
 
Consensus is that the intent of this revision is captured and Marc will look at the larger impacts this 
revision may have on the rules as a whole to ensure that there are no unintended consequences. 
 



2 | P a g e  
 

Topic: Soil Health 
On sensitive soils, should biomass collection should be limited to the landings during certain seasons 
(allow removal during dry soil conditions or prohibit a return to the site)? 
OUTCOME 
Physical – Erodible soils definition exists and is used for conditioning forest practices applications. 
 
Nutrients – Is there sufficient nutrient input from the existing retention, as based on today’s practices and 
the UW supply study (DNR, 2012)?  Questions remain regarding lower site classes. Question: Is nutrient 
deficiency exacerbated by biomass harvest or a timber harvest issue? 
 
Outcome:  
Conversation did not conclude. The group agreed to continue the discussion via email. 
  


