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FOREST PRACTICES BOARD  
SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATERSHED ANALYSIS MASS WASTING PRECRIPTIONS 

October 12, 2009 
Natural Resources Building 

Olympia, Washington  
 

Subcommittee Members Present:  
David Herrera, General Public Member 
Norm Schaaf, General Public Member  
Sherry Fox, General Public Member/Independent Logging Contractor  
Tom Laurie, Designee for Director, Department of Ecology  
 
Board Staff:  
Chuck Turley, Deputy Supervisor for Regulatory Programs 
Darin Cramer, Forest Practices Division Manager 
Julie Sackett, Forest Practices Assistant Division Manager  
Sherri Felix, Environmental Planner 
 
Guest Presenter: 
Nancy Sturhan, Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission 
 
Initial Comments from the Subcommittee   
The Subcommittee remarked on the need to follow a deliberate, well thought through process, and to 
have enough information to make appropriate recommendations to the Board.  
 
Overview of Issues (Chuck Turley) 
Following the 2007 storm, the Board began to reconsider the continued use of watershed analysis 
mass wasting prescriptions as a Class IV-special exemption. The Board formed this Subcommittee by 
motion at its August 12, 2009 meeting: “Schaaf moved that the Forest Practice Board direct the 
Board staff to convene a Board subcommittee to inform the Board regarding policy and resource 
issues for unstable slopes and the continued use of watershed analysis prescriptions and their class IV 
special exemption. This committee will report back at the November meeting.”  
 
Watershed Analysis History and Components (Nancy Sturhan)   
History, current status, qualifications and training, and 5-year reviews were presented. Additional 
information prompted by Subcommittee questions included the following: 
• Most analyses were Level II, requiring on-site identification of mass wasting units   
• Prescriptions were peer reviewed by persons with watershed analysis certification  
• Monitoring was not required, and relatively few reviews were completed  
• Training fees help pay for a DNR training coordinator and training materials 
• Forests and Fish efforts shifted focus away from watershed analysis    
The Subcommittee requested a summary on the prioritization for the completion of watershed 
analyses.  
 
Group of Experts Recommendations (Chuck Turley)   
Recommendations from the August 2008 meeting of watershed analysis mass wasting prescription 
experts were reviewed, as well as WAC 222-22-090 Use and review of watershed analysis. This 
review utilized the November 12, 2008 presentation to the Board titled “Watershed Analysis, Forest 
Practices Applications & Potentially Unstable Slopes or Landforms”.  
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Operations Review (Julie Sackett)  
The status of action items from the November 12, 2008 presentation were reviewed:   
• Done: The new watershed analysis prescriptions form is available on DNR’s website  
• In Progress: FP foresters and geologists are field reviewing sample FPAs   
• In Progress: Guidance, tools, and training have been developed and being used in the regions  
• Done: Regions have been trained on the FPA review and documentation procedure   
• Done: WDOT now reviews FPA and, if concerned, conducts on-site reviews with DNR  
 
Questions from the Subcommittee led to the following information:  
• Forest practices is re-reviewing the list of 293 approved mass wasting prescriptions to better 

identify specific verses non-specific prescriptions  
• Non-specific prescriptions were provided as a landowner management option   
The Subcommittee requested follow-up on the results of the field reviews of sample FPAs and the re-
review of prescriptions, and TFW involvement in region trainings. 
 
Habitat Conservation Plans with Commitments to Adhere to Approved Watershed Analysis Mass 
Wasting Prescriptions (Sherri Felix)   
Preliminary information was provided:  
• 6 landowners have HCPs that overlap with an approved watershed analysis  
• 1 landowner confirmed that 5-year reviews have been completed on each of their watersheds 
The Subcommittee requested staff contact landowners to ask whether they have done 5-year and/or 
other monitoring efforts, and their willingness to share results with the Subcommittee. 
 
Subcommittee’s Role in Developing Recommendations for Board (Darin Cramer)   
The adaptive management (AM) proposal initiation process was reviewed. Discussion included 
Board initiation of a proposal, initiation proposals verses petitions for rule making, Policy and CMER 
tracks, role of the AM project manager, and the Board’s rule governing the process.  
 
Subcommittee Discussion 
The Subcommittee does not yet have enough information to make recommendations to the Board. 
The main ideas discussed included the following: 
• The adaptive management process is key 
• CMER studies need to be looked at, specifically Mass Wasting Prescription Scale Effectiveness 

Monitoring (aka Post Mortem), Accuracy and Bias, and Landscape Scale Effectiveness 
Monitoring 

• The watershed analysis process is no longer being implemented however, “qualified  experts” 
exist as licensed geologists and could serve as mass wasting Level II experts 

• Monitoring for effectiveness is needed via 5-year reviews or other means 
•  Information on completed 5-year reviews would be helpful to the Subcommittee 
•  Infrastructure is needed to implement the rule process, and a shorter less costly process should be 

considered  
 
The next Subcommittee meeting is scheduled for October 19, 2009 in the Natural Resources 
Building. The meeting will include a presentation from West Fork Timber Company about their 
watershed analysis 5-year process and results. 
 
Executive Session 
None. 


