
1 
 

SFLAC Meeting Notes 
April 24, 2013 

 
 
Present: Vic Musselman (chair), Phil Hess, Tammie Perreault, Mark Hicks, Ken Miller, Terry 
Jackson, Tami Miketa, Michelle Peterschick, Marc Engel 
 
The meeting began with the review of the February 28th SFLAC meeting notes. The group 
agreed to the following clarifying language in the notes: 
In the “Other Issues” Section on last page: 
New language: 

How to improve SFLO compliance on 20-acre exempt FPAs - Brainstorming Session 
The group continued the discussion of how to achieve full compliance of SFLs to notify 
DNR 2 days in advance of the commencement of harvest activities for their FPA. An idea 
was brought up that perhaps a law can be passed creating a financial liability for any 
landowner who fails to notify the DNR 2 days in advance or who fails to notify DNR 
when they change the operator from the one identified on the FPA. Another idea is to 
also include a portion about this topic at the Washington Contract Logger Association 
Training.  Another idea is that a notice can be sent out with every FPA approval stating 
that a 2-day notice is necessary – put on a separate letter (red paper maybe). 

 
Grant proposal to update RTI Washington State Forestland Database 
Each year, DNR submits 4 grant proposals through the Forest Service’s State & Private Forestry 
Western Competitive Grant process. For 2014, the SFLO is proposing to our managers to update 
the Rural Technologies Initiative Washington State Forestland Database. Updating this database 
will be an important step in fulfilling the legislative mandate to report to the Legislature every 
four years, information and trends in small forest landowner demographics. Opportunities also 
exist to use the revised database to target efforts to absentee owners, for streamside owners, 
owners with forest stewardship potential, and landowners with forest health and wildfire risk.    
 
The RTI database is an amazing resource for small forest landowner information and should be 
a model for the nation to copy in order to better understand what is going on with small forest 
landowners. This can be a foundation for future landowner databases nationwide. 
 
The SFLAC is very excited and in full support of this update and wanted to know if it is possible 
for WFFA and/or other forestry/ small forest landowner organizations to write a letter of 
support to be submitted with the grant proposal.  Tami M. will check into this. It also may be a 
great idea to brainstorm other attributes that may be added to the database as its being 
updated.   
 
It would be a good idea to submit a grant proposal through the S&PF Western Competitive 
Grant process to update the database every few years. 
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Status of FPHP rulemaking and development of board manual section 5 
As a result of the HCP Settlement Agreement, the Policy Group is sending a petition to request 
the Adaptive Management Program (AMP) extend the number of caucuses from 6 to 9. The 
three additional caucuses are 1) small forest landowners; 2) tribes split east and west, and 3) 
DNR as its own caucus with DOE and WDFW sharing the state seat. 
 
FPHP – Draft rules and Cost Benefit Analysis will be presented to the Forest Practices Board at 
the May 14 meeting. The board manual for guidance is being worked on and will not be 
completed until mid-July. 
 
The SFL caucus currently has a Participation Grant through AMP that needs to be amended to 
allow compensation for the review of the draft board manual. Dick Miller is the designated 
small forest landowner representative at the Policy table and on CMER. When a stakeholder 
group is formed, the Policy representative will identify who (if anyone) from their caucus will 
participate in the stakeholder group. 
 
For clarification the HP/FP integration will not take effect until January 2014 as there are a 
number of tasks that still need to be completed such as updating forms, training, amending 
board manuals, etc. 
 
SFLAC meeting agenda 
Vic will create the SFLAC meeting agenda with help from Tami M. and will then distribute it to 
SFLAC members 3 to 3 1/2 weeks before the next meeting to ask for input and comment. There 
will be a one week turnaround for comment. 
 
20-acre exempt rule 
Decision was made that the SFLAC will become a stakeholder group and at every SFLAC meeting, a 
portion of time will be set aside to identify ambiguities and areas of confusion in the 20-acre exempt 
rule. Vic will act as facilitator. SFL caucus will identify what portion of the 20 acre exempt rule will be 
addressed for the next SFLAC meeting.  There is a need to look at the WAC, the shade rule, the 
instructions, and board manual together. Note – none of the landowners on the SFLAC qualify for the 20 
acre exempt rule. 
 
FPA information matrix 
This matrix needs to be an overview of how to go about filling out an FPA. There needs to be additional 
information in the matrix such as what is the approval process, what is the length of the approval 
process, when do I need to fill out an FPA, etc. Tami M. will work on providing additional information on 
the matrix and present it at the next SFLAC meeting. 

 
Review of FP Type N water sensitive sites rule language 
How is the Upper Most Point of Perennial Flow (UMPPF) defined?  Looking through all the instructions 
and WAC’s there does not seem to be any place that defines UMPPF. The SFLAC believes this term 
should have a good operational definition somewhere, perhaps in a Type N Board Manual section if one 
is developed as part of the Type N Study. Mark Hicks will bring this issue/concern up to the Type N 
Workgroup. 
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Long-term Application Survey 
To summarize the survey, there seemed to be good results as far as respondents and it looks like the use 
of the LTA process is increasing. Tammie P. asked the SFLAC if we should set this project aside now that 
we’re comfortable with the LTA numbers rising.  The SFLAC response was yes, we are comfortable 
setting this project aside. Tami M. will show the updated numbers on new LTA’s for the next SFLAC 
meeting. 
 
FFFPP Video Bookmark 
The SFLO created a bookmark for distribution at events in order to help promote the FFFPP video.  On 
the bookmark is the location on the SFLO website where the video can be viewed. This is a much more 
economical solution to promote the video versus making large numbers of CD’s to distribute. 
 
FREP Application/Instruction Form 
New Forest Practices rules for FREP required the SFLO to create a new application.  There is no longer 
the need for a Harvest Status Questionnaire.  The landowner will only need to submit a FREP 
application. The date when this application is received is the date the landowner gets on the FREP list. 
Along with the FREP Application, an Instruction document outlining how to complete the FREP 
Application will also be available. It is anticipated that this new FREP Application and Instruction 
document will be completed and ready for use the end of May.  It will also be available on the SFLO 
website and in Survey Monkey so the landowner can submit the application on-line. 
 
The SFLAC provided detailed comment and feedback on this FREP Application and Instruction document 
and believes they are much clearer now and are a great quality product. 
 
SFLAC Meeting Process 
The issue about distribution of information between committee members was brought up. For the 
purpose of openness and transparency, all written documents need to be distributed to the SFLAC 
through one person. The Manager of the SFLO will be the person assigned to distribute all written 
information to the SFLAC and its stakeholders. 
 
Status of the SFL Demographic Report 
There are specific questions outlined in statute (76.13.110 RCW) that must be provided in a report to 
the Legislature and the Forest Practices Board every 4 years. This report is due to be delivered in 2012. 
The 2008 report used a new dataset of small forest landowner demographics called the Washington 
State Forestland Database.  The 2008 report defined the lower boundary of small forest landowner 
acreage to be measured as least 2 acres in size with at least one full acre of forestland.  The 2012 report 
will query the lower boundary of small forest landowner acreage differently in that the acreage must be 
at least 2 or more forested acres. This new definition is in conformance with the minimum forest 
practices acreage standards as identified in the Forest Practices Rules, WAC 222-16-050.  
 
The data is still being queried, but the SFLO would like to have the report completed by the end of May. 
 
One encouraging note is the number of forest practices applications that small forest landowners have 
been submitted has increased every year since 2008. This most likely reflects the slow improvement in 
the timber market over the last 4 years. However, these numbers may be somewhat misleading as the 
data includes new applications as well as renewals, hence these numbers may be artificially inflated. 
Tami will work with FP IT folks to clarify. 
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The next SFLAC meeting is scheduled for June 27th from 12:00 to 4:00 in room 330 of the Natural 
Resources Building. 


