
Timber, Fish, & Wildlife Policy Committee  Decisions and Actions 
December 5, 2013 Meeting Summary  Conference Room R1S-17 

Page 1 of 6 

Timber, Fish, & Wildlife Policy Committee 
December 5, 2013 Meeting Summary 

 
Decisions and Actions from Meeting 

Decision Notes 
1. Accepted October 3, 2013 meeting summary 

with minor edits. 
Acceptance by all caucuses 

2. Accepted November 7, 2013 meeting summary 
with edits.  

Acceptance by all caucuses 

3. Bring water typing issues to the Forest 
Practices Board February 2014 meeting for 
direction. 

Due to lack of consensus; process outlined in Board 
Manual Section 22 

 
Action Assignment(s) 

By December 23: Send comments/edits on draft 
Mass Wasting responses document to Adrian 
Miller. 

All caucuses 

By December 23: Send brief report to AMPA 
noting recommendations to the Board on substance 
and process next steps for Type F water typing.  

All caucuses 

By February 1: Send comments on hydraulic code 
revision (Version 4) to AMPA. 

All caucuses 

 
Welcome & Introductions – Stephen Bernath and Adrian Miller, Co-Chairs, welcomed the Timber, 
Fish, & Wildlife Policy Committee (Policy) and led introductions (please see Attachment 1 for a list of 
participants). The Adaptive Management Program reform changes are still in the pilot phase and some 
changes have been made from the November meeting set-up. In 2014, Policy will meet in the basement 
room which should provide a better set-up.  
 
Agenda & Meeting Summaries – There were no edits to the draft agenda except that the name of the 
Committee has now officially changed from “Forests & Fish Policy Committee” to “Timber, Fish, & 
Wildlife Policy Committee”. This name change will now be on all documents. The Upper Columbia 
United Tribes (UCUT) expressed concern that the name of the Committee has changed.  
 
The October 3, 2013 meeting summary was reviewed; many members had sent their edits on the 
summary which had been incorporated into a revised version. The revised version was accepted with a 
few clarifying edits. Additionally, the November 7, 2013 meeting summary was reviewed. Edits were 
suggested particularly to the sections on the Eastside Type N TWIG and WDFW’s hydraulic code 
revision. After discussion by the full Committee, the revised meeting summary was accepted with the 
edits.  
 
Update from November Forest Practices Board Meeting – Marc Engel updated Policy on the 
outcomes of the November Board meeting, including the Board’s following actions: 

• Deferred action on the western gray squirrel rulemaking; expects a staff report at an upcoming 
meeting for more information on this rulemaking. 

• Approved 2014 workplan; many topics are relevant to Policy’s work in 2014. 
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• Plans to review and approve the annual CMER workplan and budget as well as the Master Project 
Schedule in May, so CMER and Policy should prepare all three documents in the spring. 

• Motioned that any Policy caucus that wishes to make comments to WDFW on the draft hydraulic 
code rules should also submit their comments to the Adaptive Management Program 
Administrator (AMPA) by February 1. The AMPA will compile the comments and provide to the 
Director of the Department of Fish and Wildlife by February 15, 2014. Before WDFW files CR-
102, they will incorporate comments from Policy caucuses as appropriate. 

 
Legislative Prep – Ann Larson, WDFW’s Legislative Liaison, joined Policy for this topic. 
WDFW has two bills for the 2014 short session that affect forest practices, which are about: 

• Aquatic invasive species. This bill is under review by the Governor’s office and assigns WDFW 
as the lead agency for invasive species management, including rapid response, early detection and 
monitoring, prevention, containment, control, eradication and enforcement. It gives WDFW the 
authority to enter upon any public or private property for the purpose of inspecting and 
eradication of invasive species. 

• Enforcement of the taking of nests belonging to state-listed species. This is an omnibus bill which 
amends RCW 77.15.120 to address enforcement of the unlawful taking of active or perennial 
nests of state listed species (which will include the nests of western gray squirrels).  

 
DNR has three bills* for the 2014 short session that affect forest practices, which are about: 

• Community forest trust account. Creates a new account in the state treasury solely for community 
forest trust purposes. Clarifies legislation passed in 2012 that did not specify where the collected 
money goes currently so the money is mixed with other accounts.  

• Conservation futures. Allows counties which are not cooperating in the conservation futures 
program to create a smaller, “sub-district,” program. This will not apply to the counties who 
already have a county-wide conservation futures program in place. 

• Recovery of forest damage. Defines when a landowner has a fire come onto their land and how 
much they can recover, given the fire source. 

 
Several caucuses (state, landowners & conservation) are working jointly on long-term funding of the 
Adaptive Management Program. They are currently working on scheduling a meeting between the 
Washington Forest Protection Association (WFPA) and the Governor’s office to address some concerns 
about opening a tax code that may negatively affect the timber industry. More will be shared with Policy 
once this meeting is complete. The tribes requested that they be involved as soon as possible. Policy also 
discussed that there are multiple funding mechanisms that could be pursued to achieve long-term, stable 
funding. 
 
WFPA has a bill on incendiary devices, which would give DNR the ability to prohibit the use of these 
devices during fire season. Policy discussed the mechanism used to prohibit the use of devices, and these 
devices include targets and candle lanterns.  
 
Skagit County will ask for funding to compensate for trust lands taken for the Blanchard Mountain 
project.  
 
                                                           
* Please see the PDF fact sheets for each of the three DNR bills, attached to this summary. 
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The Washington Farm Forestry Association (WFFA) is under new leadership and will hold a workshop in 
2014 for legislators to learn more about small landowner issues.  
 
Currently, the Department of Ecology has no bills for the 2014 session that relate directly to forest 
practices, though they are waiting to see the outcome of the Climate Legislative & Executive Workgroup.  
 
Each caucus’s legislative liaisons: 

WDFW: Ann Larson. 
DNR: Jon Noski. 
Ecology: Denise Clifford. 
Conservation Caucus: Miguel Perez-Gibson. 
Washington State Associate of Counties: Laura Merrill. 
Eastside tribes: Chase Davis can serve as messenger but usually individual tribes hire their legislative 
liaisons. 
Westside tribes: Individual tribes hire their legislative liaisons. 
WFFA: Heather Hanson. 
WFPA: Deborah Munguia, though Karen Terwilleger can serve as a messenger. John Ehrenreich 
handles legislative affairs specific to taxing. Often, individual member companies hire their 
legislative liaisons. 
Federal Caucus: Marty Acker can serve as a liaison if someone is interested in contacting one of the 
participating federal agencies (EPA, NOAA-NMFS, and USFWS). 

 
Mass Wasting – Policy reviewed the outline of next steps that DNR, WFPA, and the Conservation 
Caucus have been working on as a smaller subgroup. All caucuses shared that the outline is generally on 
track for approval. The Conservation Caucus provided substantive edits to the full document and Policy 
discussed #3 in detail. The discussed edits will be sent soon as a revised version, all caucuses are 
encouraged to send Adrian Miller their edits by December 23, 2013. He will incorporate the edits from 
everyone and provide an updated version for the January 9, 2014 meeting. 
 
Type F – Aaron Everett, Chair of the Forest Practices Board, and Tom Laurie, Board member, joined 
Policy for this discussion. They shared that the Board’s obligation is to respond to proposals from the 
Adaptive Management Program, which requires that there has been sufficient work to thoroughly develop 
a proposal and decision item for the Board’s decision. They expressed uncertainty about what Policy 
could bring to the Board for a decision item at this point. 
 
The Policy Co-Chairs shared that the Type F water typing is an important issue for every caucus so it 
would be premature to go to the Board before Policy has fully prepared a decision item. They shared 
concern about losing control of the process and outcomes if the issues go to the Board. 
 
Policy members asked questions to the present Board members, which led to these discussion points: 

• The main objective for this topic is to reach a permanent stream typing rule through the adaptive 
management process.  

• The question of whether or not the Board could provide direction to Policy on the established 
resource objectives, which are the adaptive management standards in the Habitat Conservation 
Plan (HCP). Board discussion around the high-level objectives and federal commitments may be 
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difficult because of the technical nature of the HCP, the adaptive management objectives, and 
Forest Practices rule implementation. Current Board members were not present at the original 
Forest and Fish negotiations, and not all at the 2005 discussions on Type F.  

• In order to make a decision, the Board would need enough information and clarity on issues so 
they could have a substantial discussion and make a decision. Board members may feel 
uncomfortable about making a decision because the more technical the issue, the more 
information needed. If the Board considers this issue for decision, it may take a while for them to 
gain enough knowledge to substantively discuss and make a decision. 

 
Decision: Policy voted whether or not to bring the water typing issue to the Board in February 2014. Four 
caucuses voted to bring the issue to the Board (UCUT, Westside Tribes, Federal Caucus, and 
Conservation Caucus); five caucuses voted to not bring it to the Board yet and to continue working at the 
Policy level (small landowners, large landowners, counties, and both state caucuses). Due to a lack of 
consensus, the dispute will be forwarded to the Board because of the process guidelines in Board Manual, 
Section 22. After some discussion on how to present the issues, the Committee agreed on next steps. Each 
caucus will send to the AMPA by December 23, 2013 a brief set of questions or recommendations for the 
Board on substance and process next steps. The AMPA will compile the questions or recommendations 
into one report for the Board’s February 2014 meeting. 
 
Type N – Stephen Bernath will convene a meeting for the Type N Policy Subgroup, hopefully before the 
January meeting. The Subgroup will review the data from the Technical Subgroup. In the meantime, 
Stephen will talk with the landowner and conservation caucuses to discuss progress moving forward. 
 
CMER Update – Mark Hicks, CMER Co-Chair, summarized updates from CMER. Overall, there will be 
several studies coming to Policy soon: 

• The authors of the hard rock study are still developing the chapters and CMER is reviewing them. 
This study will probably come to Policy in 2015. 

• The Amphibian Buffer Shade Study went through ISPR, then SAG, and the author addressed the 
ISPR comments. Now the study is at CMER for review. 

• LWAG has requested the Tailed Frog Literature Review project, which has completed ISPR. 
• Progress is being made on recommendations for the Westside Type F Effectiveness Study.  
• The soft rock study is continuing and they are now in the harvest window. 
• The Wetlands Literature Synthesis is nearing completion. 
• After the November 19th workshop on LiDAR, RSAG will consider additional questions for 

consideration. Then they will bring a high-level report to Policy for review. The questions 
include: 

o Willing to use vegetation as a surrogate for temperature? 
o Replace stand condition for shade? 
o Use fairly untested models to convert from shade to temperature? 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:45 pm.  
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Attachment 1 – 12/5/13 Meeting Participants by Caucus* 
 

Conservation Caucus 
Peter Goldman, WFLC 
Chris Mendoza 
*Mary Scurlock 
 
County Caucus 
Laura Merrill, Washington State Association of 
Counties (phone) 
*Kendra Smith, Skagit County  
 
Federal Caucus 
*Marty Acker, USFWS 
 
Landowner Caucus – Industrial (large) 
Kevin Godbout, Weyerhaeuser 
Adrian Miller, Olympic Resource Management 
(Co-Chair) 
*Karen Terwilleger, WFPA 
 
Landowner Caucus – Non-industrial (small) 
*Dick Miller, WFFA 

 
State Caucus - DNR 
*Marc Engel 
Chris Hanlon-Meyer 
Marc Ratcliff 
 
State Caucus – WDFW/Ecology 
*Stephen Bernath, Ecology (Co-Chair) 
Mark Hicks, Ecology 
*Terry Jackson, WDFW 
 
Tribal Caucus – Westside  
Mark Mobbs, Quinault Nation 
Nancy Sturhan, NWIFC 
Curt Veldhuisen, Skagit River System 
Cooperative (phone) 
 
Tribal Caucus – Eastside  
*Chase Davis, UCUT  
Marc Gauthier, UCUT

 
*Caucus leads  
 
Others 
Jim Hotvedt, Adaptive Management Program Administrator 
Ann Larson, WDFW 
Claire Turpel, Triangle Associates (facilitation team) 
Bob Wheeler, Triangle Associates (facilitation team) 
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Attachment 2 – Ongoing Priorities Checklist 
 

Priority Assignment Status &Notes 
Type N  Type N policy 

subgroup 
Type N Policy Subgroup to review data analysis of eastside 
data. 

Type F Policy Send brief recommendations for Board on next steps to 
AMPA by December 23, 2013. 

FPHP Integration  The Board adopted the integrated rules and approved the 
FPHP Board Manual. The rules will become effective on 
December 30, 2013. 

Adaptive Mgmt 
Program Reform 
Rule Changes 

DNR Board adopted the CR-103at the August meeting. 
Implemented initial changes at November meeting, will 
tweak changes at subsequent meetings. 

Mass Wasting 
Report Findings 
Package 

Policy Charter developed and meetings complete. Final work 
currently drafted on outline of next steps.  

Ongoing CMER 
reports reviewed by 
Policy 

Mark Hicks & 
Todd Baldwin, 
CMER Co-Chairs 

CMER Co-Chairs to give update(s) as needed at Policy 
meetings; AMPA to give quarterly reports for when CMER 
studies to come to Policy 

*This table is meant to note the Policy Committee priorities that were sent to the Forest Practices Board 
and any other major topics or issues that arise during the year.  
 
 

Attachment 3 – Entities, Groups, or Subgroups: Schedule and Notes 
 

Entity, Group, or 
Subgroup 

Next Meeting Date Notes 

TFW Policy Committee January 9, 2014  
CMER December 17, 2013  
Type N Policy 
Subgroup 

 To be scheduled 

Type F Subcommittee 
of the Whole 

 Dispute will be presented to the Forest 
Practices Board at the February 2014 
meeting. 

Forest Practices Board February 11, 2014  
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