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Recreation Land Suitability
Identify and map areas with long- term considerations 

that affect recreation planning

Biological Criteria

Geology & Soil Criteria

Management Criteria



Overview

1)Summary of local geology

2) Review soils & geologic criteria 

individually

3) Suitability matrix

4) Composites of information by type
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Planning Area Boundary

Mainline Roads

NW Area

SE Area



Local Geology

Topographic Setting

Climate

Geologic Setting

Landslide Processes



NW Area

Landslides

Rock Falls & Rock Avalanche 

Areas

Inner Gorges, Meander 

Bends, Bedrock Hollows, 

Convergent Topography

Legend



SE Area

Landslides
Landslides

Rock Falls & Rock Avalanche 

Areas

Inner Gorges, Meander 

Bends, Bedrock Hollows, 

Convergent Topography

Legend



Terms for Soil & Geologic Suitability

Low Suitability= Areas with long-term considerations. These 

primarily include areas with potential for landslides, erosion 

and slope instability

Moderate Suitability= Areas where less mitigation and 

potential for impact exists compared to low suitability



Soil & Geologic Criteria*

Soils Erodibility

Landslide Bodies

Areas with Higher Potential for Landslides

Slope Steepness

Perched Water Table Potential

High Elevation Soils

100 Year Flood Plains

*These project-scale considerations are not intended to replace site specific project analysis.  This list is based on information available to date.

**Feasibility of mapping these areas is being evaluated.
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Recreation Land Suitability

Soils with High

Erosion Potential

*Source: 

Ropa Database- Soils (Erosion

Potential).lyr
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Landslide Bodies

*Source: 

DNR-NW Region Data-

Landslide_deposits.shp
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Landslide  Bodies

SOILS / GEOLOGY
Long-term Considerations

*Source: 

DNR-NW Region Data-

Landslide_deposits.shp
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Recreation Land Suitability

Areas with Higher 

Potential for  Landslides

Landslide Toes & Scarps

Rock Falls & Rock Avalanche 

Areas

Inner Gorges, Meander 

Bends, Bedrock Hollows, 

Convergent Topography

*Source: 

DNR-NW Region Data-

Landslide_deposits.shp
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Areas with Higher 
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Inner Gorges, Meander 

Bends, Bedrock Hollows, 

Convergent Topography

*Source: 
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> 65% Slope

30%- 65% Slope

*Source: 

DNR- 10M DEM
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Recreation Land Suitability

Slopes > 65%

Slopes 30%- 65%

*Source: 

DNR- 10M DEM
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Area with higher potential 

for perched water tables*

*Source: 

Intersect of: 0-15% slope 

(DEM 10 m), Soil Type (Co Soil 

Survey), USGS Glacial Deposits
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Recreation Land Suitability

High Elevation Soils

Verlot Soil Type

Getchell & Getchell 

Complex

*Source: 

Ropa database- Soils 

Major Species
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High Elevation Soils
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100 Year Flood Plain*

*Source - FEMA
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Reiter Foothills Recreation Plan 
Suitability Matrix- DRAFT

SOILS & GEOLOGIC CRITERIA- Long Term Considerations

Recreation Facilities Recreation Trails

Soils with high erosion potential Low Suitability Low Suitability

Landslide bodies Moderate Suitability Moderate Suitability

Areas with higher potential for 

landslides*

Low Suitability Low Suitability

Slope percentage Low Suitability in areas >30% slope

Moderate Suitability in areas 15%- 30 % 

slope

Low Suitability in areas >65% slope

Moderate Suitability in areas 30%- 65 % slope

Areas with higher potential for 

perched water tables**

Moderate Suitability Moderate Suitability

High elevation soils- Verlot & 

Getchell & Getchell Complex

Low Suitability- Verlot Soil

Moderate Suitability- Getchell & Getchell 

Complex Soils

Low Suitability for non-motorized and motorized 

multiple use trails on Verlot Soil

Moderate Suitability for hiker only trails on Verlot

Soil

Moderate Suitability for all trails on Getchell & 

Getchell Complex Soils

100 year flood plains Low Suitability Low Suitability

**In addition to perched water tables, soils with poor drainage and small wetlands may be evident at a site specific level and should be avoided.

Draft 9-08 Subject to change without notice. This matrix is based on information available to date. All data is subject to field verification. 

*Toes & Scarps of Landslides, Inner Gorges, Rock Falls, Rock Avalanches, Outsid Edges of Meander Bends , Bedrock Hollows, Convergent Topography



Recreation Facilities

Hiker Only Trails

Non Motorized Trails & 

Motorized Trails

Soils & Geology Composite Categories
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Low Suitability

Moderate Suitability

Recreation Land Suitability
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Recreation Land Suitability
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Low Suitability

Moderate Suitability

Recreation Land Suitability
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Questions?


