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September 8, 2009

Greetings:

We are blessed to live in such a beautiful state with unique
landscapes and natural resources that create recreation opportunities
rivaled by fewother places in our country. To maintain these

amazing lands for future generations, we have to sustainably plot a
course to manage them now and forever.

The Ahtanum State Forestase of thesenique landscape It lies
west of Yakima angrovides revene forWa s h i n @tintes 0 s
and schoolsas well ashabitat for many species of wildlife
Ahtanum also providespportunitesfor diverse types of recreation
such as camping, hunting, fishing, horseback ridingra=#t

vehicle riding, and snowmobiling

The Ahtanum State Forest Recreation Planthe culmination of

two years of hard work bhe Ahtanum Recreation Planning Work
Group,local user groups, the public, and sfafim the Washington
State Department of Natural Resources (DNREgeplyappreciate

all of the timeand energy these committed people put into making
this plan.This plan willprovide guidanceow and into the future

for recreation managesas DNR.

Ahtanum is a popular recreation area, drawing visitors from both
sides of theCascade Mountain Rang&chieving a balance among
competing activities and public access negilsgs many
management challeng¢hat requira high level of mutual
coordination, cooperation, communicatiand commitmenamong
DNR staffand the many recation groups, nearby residents, and
the general publidVe simply cannotal it without the help of those
who care the most.

| thank all of the people who worked on this plan for their time and
effort. | encourage everyone to stay engaged with staff fnem t
Southeast Region as we put this plan to work on the ground over
the coming years.

Sincerely,
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Peter Goldmark
Commissioner of Public Lands
Washington State Department of Natural Resources
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Introduction

The Ahtanum State ForestAht anum) i s part of Washingtonos
public lands managed by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR).

Statewide, DNR manages more than five million acres of-stated

forest, aquatic, agricultural, conservation, and commercial lands for long

term benefit to trust beneficiaries and the citizens of Washington.

Revenues produced from DNRanaged trust lands contribute Aax

revenue to fund and support schools, universities, prisons, hospitals,

libraries, county programs, and many other public resources.

DNR is organized into six geographic regigirggure 1) Ahtanumis

located in the Southeast Regiapproximately 30 miles west of Yakinia.
addition to providing a variety of recreation opportunities fdrest also
provides revenue to support public schools through timber harvest, grazing
and communicatiosites, wildlife habitat and clean water.

Figure 1. DNR regions and project location.

: 'ﬂi ‘ DNR REGIONS AND PROJECT LOCATION

Ahtanum State Forest
Recreation Planning Area
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Every effort has been made fo ensure the accuracy of this map
However. due fo changes in ownership and agency modification of

- DNR Managad Trust Lands WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF :.mohml' mf 03:::::! bR rely on data mf Mﬂe! the mly'
= | Ahtanum State Forest Natural Resources for evrors or omissions.  Therefore. theve are no warranties which
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Photo: DNR/Toni Droscher

Green dot road

sign, Ahtanum
State Forest.

Checkerboard
Land Ownership

A pattern of land
ownership that
divides everyother
square mile into
public and private
ownership. Alter-
nating ownership of
adjacent lands can
complicate forest
and recreation
management.

A ht a n76,000 acres draw thousands of visitors each year for hiking,
horseback riding, camping, effad vehicle (ORY) use, mountain biking,
snowmobiling, birdvatching, hunting, nature study, sightseesngd more.
Current recreation opportunities in tAetanumState Forest include:

e Five campgrounds
Two trailheads, including a duakason (winter/summer) trailhead
One23-mile motorized trail
A scenic overlook
Groomed snowmobile routes
Dispersed camping areas
Thousands of undeveloped forest acres
Green dot roads

The green dot systeidentifiesroads open to the public for vehicular and
ORYV use Management of the green dot road system includes a cooperative
agreemenamongDNR ard other public and private laodners thaallows
public access to state lands through and across private ownerships. Maps,
reader boards, and route markers with grees iddicate when a road is

open to motorized ugseephoto, lef). Green dot signs on private property
indicate that the property owner has allowed DNR and the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) to post public access through
their land.

The Ahtanum State érest includes a checkerboarpublic and private

land ownership. In 2005 and 2007, two large land exchanges were
completed thatonsolidatd DNR ownership. This blocking up of DNR
managedands provides opportunities for improved recreation and forest
management, including an improved ability to ensure public access and use
of the Ahtanum.

The majority of visitordo Ahtanumare local residents from Yakima,
Benton, and Kittitagsounieswho use the area throughout the year.
However, based on proximity to US Highway, Ahtanumalsogets
considerable use by residents from western Washingtsarvey

conducted ire008and early2009showed that approximately 30 percent of
visits toAhtanum originate west of the Cascades.

Plan Area Contextd A Working Forest

The Ahtanum State Forestdemposedf trust lands. Tha r epairdasy
uses are forest management and livestock graZimgse activitieproduce
revenue for trust beneficiari@gprimarily the public school systegnwhile
allowing for recreation and providing important habitat for wildlife, clean

! Types of ORVs include motorcycles, all terrain vehicles (ATVs), and 4x4s. A place
supports ORV use if it allows any, but not necessarily all, of these types of vehicles.
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air and water. Land management activities have the potential to affect
recreational use through temporary closure of roads, trails, snowmobile
routes, trailheads and campgrounds. The Ahtanum also has a rich cultural
history, particularly for the Yakama NatiddNR management and
recreational activities will continue to follow relevant guidelines to protect
cultural resourcesncludingG o v e r Bxecuti®esOrder 0®5, which

requires consultation with Tribal entities and the Washington Department of
Archeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP).

Of fering recreation opportunities in the Aht
authority to construcperateand maintain primitive outdoor recreation

facilities’ under the 1971 Multiple Use Concept (Chapter 79.10281D

RCW). By law, statananagedrust lands are to be managed to produce

income for schools, universities, state institutions, cosetyices, and the

state General Fund. Since 1970, DNRnaged trust lands statewide have

produced more than $5.7 billion in revenue, reducing the need for taxes to

pay for public projects and services. In managing the Ahtanum as a working

forest, DNR balaces the need to:

e Responsibly generate revenue for the trust
beneficiaries, as mandated by law

e Protectthelong er m heal th of the forestds
ecosystems

e Provide safe, sustainable recreational opportunities.

Agency Mission
DNRO6s agency mission i s:

e To provide professional, forwartboking stewardship of state lands,
natural resources, and the environment.

e To provide leadership in creating a sustainable future for the trusts
and all citizens.

In addition, DNR adhers tothe principles of sustainability, pulib
transparency in decisiemaking, and management decisions based on
sound science.

Recreation Program Vision

DNR recognizes the diverse interests gallies of the recreating pubbnd

the i mportance of connecti ngDNRbospl e with Was
vision statement farecreation angublic access is to:

A Mnage public and trust lands in a manner that provides quality,
safe recreational experiences that are sustainable astemt with
DNR6s environmental, financi al and soci al r

2DNR'’s recreation facilities include designated trails, trailheads, campgrounds and
other site s, as well as their accompanying amenities, such as signage and restrooms.

Ahtanum State Forest Recreation Plan | DRAFT A September 2009 3



Purpose and Use of this Plan
This plan is intended to guide DNROS
access in Ahtanum State Forest for the Aéxtb 15years. It expands on
previous planning effort®utlinesrecreation program goalandidentifies
priorities for improwng existing facilities and develapg new facilities in
the Ahtanum. The use of the plan is tfodd:
e Consider a longerm vision forrecreation and public access in the
forest by detailing recreation management goals
e Present specific objectives and strategies to guide recreation and
access management over the riédo 15years
This plan will be evaluated periodicallgnd changes Wibe made as
necessary to ensure compatibility with trust obligations and overall forest
management objectives

4 Ahtanum State Forest Recreation Plan | DRAFT A August 2009
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Part |I. Goals, Objectives, and
Strategies

Project Description

Recreation and public access in the forest is managed by SsuRegion @ What 6s in

in conjunctiorwithDNR&6s Recreati on Program psas esunon OI
Recreation on DNRnanagedands inSoutheast Region is generally guided yakama Indian

to date by past planning efforts such asSbatheast Region Recreation word meaning

Inventory and AssessméRtlA), which provides a comprehensive fistream by
overview of recreation opportunities and challenges on DNR lands inthe mount ai n, o

region. However, issues presented by increased public use and the recentefers to the stream

Abl ocking upo of DNR owner ship i naongAntenumAht anu
past planning efforts. To address the nieecn updated plan, in 2007, the Ridge on the

legislature provided a direct appropriation to fund recreation planning in thgeuthern boundary

Ahtanum(Chapter 46.09.170(4) RC)\Developing théAhtanum State bordering the
Forest Recreation Plaras well as conducting recreation planning Yakama_
statewidejs a priority for DNR. reservation.

Planning Area Description

The Ahtanum State Forest contains 76,000 acres of highly diverse terrain.
Vegetative communities ranging from a shrub steppe ecosystem in the east

to a high alpine environment in the west provide a unaquetrast and
contribute to t(Figpgre2)orestds popularity

The Ahtanum is characterized by a number of-e&stridgesthatrise in
elevation to the west towards the Cascade crest. Elesatsioge from
3,150 feet at Ahtanum Meadows to 6,981 feet at Darland Mountain, which
is the second highest location in Washington State that can be accessed by
car. The planning area includes

e Two watersheds the Ahtanum and Cowiche

e Sixwatershed subasin® Reynolds, South Fork Cowiche, Nasty,

Foundation, North Fork A&tanum, and Middle Fork Ahtanum.
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Figure 2. Ahtanum State Forest landscape features .

AHTANUM STATE FOREST LANDSCAPE FEATURES

B High Elevation Forests, Alpine Meadows & Wet Grasslands

I Douglas Fir, Grand Fir & Ponderosa Pine Forests
Grasslands & Shrub Steppe

I Unforested Rocky Areas

Darland Mountain
6,981 ft.

WESHINGTON STATE DEPARTAMNT OF

Natural Resources

Pater Goktwmark Coresvinirn’ of Sudlc anth

Every effort has been made 1o ensure the accuracy of this map
However, due lo changes in ownarship and agency modification of
data layers pius the nead lo raly on data from oulside the agency,
the Department of Natural Resources cannol accep! responsibilly

10 for errors or omissions. Therefore, there are no warranties which
L e— JMiles accompany this material
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The combination of the rain shadow behind the Cascade Mountains and
elevationcontrolled temperatures result in variezfjetative conditions

this areaHigher elevations (5,000 to 7,000 feet) tend to be cool and moist.
These elevations receive 45 to 60 inches of annual precipitation and support
a plant community of whitéark pine, subalpine fir, Englemann spruce,
lodgepole pine, and alpine meadow plant species. Intermediate elevations
(5,000 to 3,500 feet) receive 35 to 45 inches of precipitation and host
Douglasfir, grand fir, western larch, and white pine. Lower elevations are
warm and drywith 20 to 35 inches of amal precipitation and are

characterized by ponderosa pine, mixed firs, oak, cottonwood, sagebrush,
and various grasses. Snow depths range from 19 feet on the summit of
Darland Mountain t@ feet at Ahtanum Meadows. This heavy seasonal
snowfall accountsfar he Aht anumés popularity for winter
activities such as snowmobiling, cressuntry skiing, and snowshoeing.

Ahtanumprovides habitat for a diversity of mammal and bird species
associated with mountain forests. An estimated 300 specieseaxtiiir

animals inhabit the site during at least a portion of the year. Primary habitat
associations for these species include riparian areas, snagsideéssion

forest, wet meadows, caves, cliffs, talus, roadless aaadaative shrub

steppe vegetan. Based on landscape diversity and the presence of habitat
for some threatened and endangered species hta@ém State Forest

pl anning ar ea i 997 ldabitateConsetdvatibnyPlafi@PR 6 s 1
and theForest Practicesiabitat Conservation Plan

Recreation in the Ahtanum State Forest

Ahtanum offers aariety of outdoor recreation facilities and 23 miles of
recreation trad (Figure 3andTablel). The campgrounds in Ahtanum were
originally built and opened to the public in the 1970s and, for thst paot,
were situated in popular areas already being used by the public. A large
percentage of the campimgthe Ahtanum igidispersed occurringoutside
of designated campgrounds.

Access to the AhtanuBtate Forest occurs primarily throutyto routes

located in the southeast portion of the planning area. The most heavily used
entrance is accessed via the North Fork AhtaRaad which begins in
Tampico. The North ForRoad is a paved county road ticabsseprivate
ownershipalong the North Fork oAhtanum Creek and ultimately leads

into the planning area. The paved county road ends at the intersection of the
Middle Fork and North Fork Ahtanum roads and, at this point, becomes a
DNR-managed gravel road. At Tampico, visitors can also access the area
via the South ForRoad, another paved county road that transitions to a
DNR-managed gravel road.

Ahtanum State Forest Recreation Plan | DRAFT A September 2009 7



Figure 3. Ahtanum State Forest existing recreation uses.
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The Middle Fork and North Fork are the most heavily used roads and
together provide the most direct access to designated recreation facilities in
the Ahtanum. The two roads meet to provide a popular loop. As a result of
past and present logging activitydaroad maintenance, the Middle Fork

Road is the best maintained and provides access for conventional two
wheeldrive vehicles up to Tree Phones campgroidith the exception of
Snow CabirCampground and the Grey Ro€kailhead, all DNR

designated faciligsin the Ahtanumare located on the Middle FoRoad.

The North ForkRoad is more primitive and can be challenging for
conventional twewheeldrive vehicles.

The area identified as the Klickitat Meadows avadigure 3hatched area
in southwest corner of the planning area¥ no public access easements
and is not part of the green dot road system. DNR does not encourage
access to this areand no trails or facilitieare planned for Klickitat
Meadows at this time.

Day Use Areas

Grey Rock Trail and Trailhead

The 23mile Grey Rock Trails a multipleuse trai) originally built in the
1970s by motorcycle users. It runs north to south in the western portion of
the planning area and meanders through a variety of types ranging

from ponderosa pine forests and dense Dodyladominated stands to
subalpine fir and spruce forests. The southernmost point of the trail begins
at Tree PhoneSGampgroundThe northerrendis the 613 jeep trailvhich

runs along Divide Rige on the northwest boundary of the area.Grey

Rock Traihead is located on the North FdRkad halfway along the trajl

and providegarkingfor up to eight vehicleslrailhead facilities include a
vault toilet, picnic tables and signboards withormhation about the forest.
The trail is currently open to ATVs, motorcycles, equestrians, mountain
bikes, and hikex Portions of the trail are not currently accessible by ATV
due tothe narrow trail width, busre being widened to allow for improved
acces.

Eagle Nest Vista

Eagle Nest Vista is a popular overlook located on the Middle Ro&kl. It
provides dramatic views of the North Fork Ahtanum drainage, Dome Peak,
and the Goat Rocks Wilderness Area. Facilities located at the vista include a
parking Id for up to10vehicles, a vault toileand two picnic sites.

Ahtanum Trailhead

This facility is heavily used throughout the fall, spriagd summer as a
recreational parking and staging area. It provides two acres of parking and
is easily accessibldara paved county road. It is located immediately west
of AhtanumCampground. While used for snowmobile and winter sport
staging it is alsoa popular staging area for ATV, motorcycad 4x4 users

Ahtanum State Forest Recreation Plan | DRAFT A September 2009 9



BACKGROUND

Tree Phones
Campground

Fire lookouts in the
area maintained
contact by means of
a telephone hung
inside a hollowed-out
tree. The phone was
in service until 1957
when two-way radios
were first used.

Snow Cabin
Campground

In the early 1900s,
cabins were built and
supplied for snow
survey crews. One
still stands at the
northwest end of
Klickitat Meadows.
The other cabin was
on Foundation Ridge.
It burned down and
was rebuilt in 1964 at
anew site in a
clearing just east of
the present Snow
Cabin Campground.
It has since been
removed.

throughout the fall, springand summer. Although designed as a-dsg

facility, group camping occurs at the site due to facility size and the fact that
it can easily accommodatecreational vehicledVs) and large trailers.
Thetrailheadis used to stage permitted group eventsughout the year.
Amenities include a vaulted toilet and an information board. The need for
an enlarged facility was identified by DNR in the late 1990s.

Campgrounds

Ahtanum and Ahtanum Meadows

Ahtanum andAhtanum Meadows are the most readily accedsstjnated
camping areas. They are located on the North Fork of Ahtanum Creek near
the terminus of the paved county road. Together these campgrounds include
25 campsites with access to vault toilets and petaftter Ahtanum

Meadows includes aAimericans with Disabilities ActADA )-approved

campsite and overlogls well as an ADAaccessible toilet facility. Both
facilities are located at a lower elevatioeceivingsnow later in the year
andarethe first tobecome easily accessible in the spring. Ahtanum
Campground remains open and is used during the winter.

Tree Phones

Based on 2008 survey data, Tree Phones is the most popular camping
facility, despite the fact that it is considerably more remote th&an th
Ahtanum Meadow€ampground. It is designed as an equestrian facility and
includes amenities such as hitching rails, horse trailer parking, and an ADA
equestrian loading site. The facility is located on the Middle Rodd

adjacent to the south entrarafehe Grey Rock Trajlwhich accounts, in

part, for its popularity. When originally designed, the existing parking area
was intended to accommodate stock trucks, which were then the most
common mode of transport for horses. Staff observation and public
comment have identified the need to consider a larger parking area to
accommodate larger horse trailers.

Clover Flats

Clover Flats campground is the westernmost camping facility on the Middle
Fork Road.It provides eight campsites with vault toilets, pectables, fire

pits and potable water. This campground is renaitahigh elevation, and
accessed by a relatively primitive road. It primarily accommodates tents and
smaller RVs. The campground is typically inaccessible from early winter to
late springas a result of heavy snow loads.

Snow Cabin

Snow Cabin is the westernmost facility on the North Rokd and is the
most remote camping facility in the planning area. Like Clover Flats, it is
located above ,B00 feet in elevatioandis closed from edy winter to late
spring. It contains eight campsites that provide a more primitive camping
experience. General amenities include vault toilets, picnic tables, and fire
pits.

10  Ahtanum State Forest Recreation Plan | DRAFT A August 2009



Table 1. Inventory of Developed Sites in Ahtanum State Forest

SITE

Ahtanum Meadows,

Ahtanum Trailhead, and Ahtanum

Campground

15 acres

Lease #59-058090
196771 2016

Clover Flats Campground
26.4 acres

Lease #59-059602

197171 2021

Eagle Nest Vista
26.40 acres

Lease #59-059602
197171 2021

Grey Rock Trailhead

Snow Cabin Campground
30 acres

Lease #59-059601

19717 2021

Tree Phones Campground
59.2 acres

Lease #59-061129

19751 2025

TRAIL

Grey Rock Trail

Details

e 25 campsites

e 1 host site

e two acres, non-delineated
parking

e toilets

e water

e 8 campsites
e ftoilets
e water

e 2 picnic sites
e vista
* toilet

e small, non-delineated
parking area for
approximately 6 vehicles

e toilet

e 8 campsites
o toilet

17 campsites
snow shelter
2 ADA toilets
hitching rails
Details

23-mile trail

Allowed Uses

Camping, seasonal
parking.

Sno-Park pass is
required in the winter

Camping

Picnicking, viewing

Motorcycling, mountain
biking, horseback riding,
and hiking

Camping

Camping, equestrian use

Allowed Uses

Motorcycling, ATVs with
48-inch or smaller wheel
base, mountain biking,
horseback riding, and
hiking

Management Goals for Recreation in Ahtanum State Forest
The goals for managing recreation statewide including the Ahtanum State

Forest are:

Goal 1: Ensure the safety of the public, department employees and

volunteers

Goal 2: Ensurerecreation is consistent with trust obligations
Goal 3: Ensure recreation is consistent with resource protection
Goal 4: Provide quality recreation experiences that can be sustained

over time

Ahtanum State Forest Recreation Plan | DRAFT A September 2009
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Recreation Plan Concept Map

The recreation concept mépigure 4) illustrates a summary of recreation
development opportunities for the Ahtanum State Fofést.proposals
shown have been identified as the most essential recreation development
projects for the forest at this time. These projects were idehbfighe
Ahtanum RecreatiorPlan Work Groupn conjunction with agency staff
during the fall of 2008. These projects are ranked in order of priority and
are attached to a timeframe in the implementation section of theAtllan
project development depends the availability of funding for

development, maintenance and operations, and enforcement.
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Figure 4. Concept map of management recommendations. Note that green dot roads are open to motorized use
throughout the planning area.
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Recreation Management Objectives and Strategies
Thefollowing objectives need to be consistent withghe al s of DNROG s
Recreation Phgram Each include detailed strategies that provide specific
guidanceon how to carry out the ptaAll objectives and strategieepend
on fundingfor construction, maintenance, management, educatiah
enforcementFor ease of reference, these objectives and their corresponding
strategies are grouped into six categories:

e Sustainable funding
Partneship and volunteer coordination
Facility management
Trail management
Dispersed recreation management
Capital facility sequencing

Sustainable Funding

Il ndentifying sustainable funding sourc
maintenance needsa@supporing capital improvements is essential to

ensuring a quality user experience.

Objective A: Pursue sustainable funding opportunities that aftmvihe
construction, maintenance, management, educa@henforcement
necessaryor facilities and tails.

Strategies

1. Continue to apply for grant funding through the Recreation and
Conservation Office (RCO) and explore additional grant
opportunities

2. Work to educate the public regarding the costs associated with
maintaining and operatirgxisting trails and facilities

3. Pursue alternative funding sources for accomplishing plan
objectives

0 Submit a capital request for implementation of the
Ahtanum Plan

Partnership and Volunteer Coordination

Partnerships with public agencies, user groapd citizen volunteers are an

i mportant component of DNRG6s ongoing e
prograns.

Objective A: Pursue partnering opportunities for recreation projects
with adjacent public agencies, adjacent landowners, and citizen
volunteers

Strategies

1. Form partnerships witbitizen volunteersvho canmaintain
trails, act as camp hostnd provide an overall increased
presence on the landscape

14  Ahtanum State Forest Recreation Plan | DRAFT A August 2009



2.

Pursue additional opportunities to partner with enforcement
personnel from th&).S.ForestSer vi ceds Naches
District, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, Yakima

County, and Yakima. County Sher.i

Improveweb-basedesources that include maps of the area and
recreation rules

Increase public awareness of the forest visinrst mandateand
expected behaviors by encouraging volunteer participation for
maintenance and planningytreach t@adjacent property owngr
and user education

Objective B: Promote a more active education and enforcement

presence

Strategies

1. Pursue additional funding to increase education and enforcement
staffing in the Ahtanum State Forest

2. Provide consistent signage that educates the public regarding
allowed uss, existing regulations, campfire use, fire danged
other applicable rules

3. Provide public information regarding the potential for private

property trespass due to checkerbdandi ownership

Facility Management

Campgrounds (Ahtanum, Ahtanum Meadows, Clover Flats, Snow Cabin,
and Tree Phones) and dage facilities (Eagle Nest $ta, Grey Rock
Trailhead, andhhtanum Trailheaplprovide unique recreation opportues

for nearby residents and visitors from all over the state. As similar camping
and day use opportunities on public lands becomeescarce, the facilities

in Ahtanum $ate Forest play an increasingly important recreation role in
Washington.

Objective A: Evaluate opportunities for additional or expanded
designated campgrounds

Strategies
1. Evaluate opportunities for designated group camping within

Ahtanum State Forest

Actions
o Complete campground capital projects in the following order
of sequence:

A Campground Priority 1: Provide additional designated
camping opportunities for walikh and/or group camping
by adding a new facility or expanding an existing
facility. Conside the location of the historic West Valley
Conservation Camp
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A Campground Priority 2: Provide additional camping
opportunities through expansion and/or redesign of Tree
Phones campground including providing additional
equestrian oriented campsites andliaes.

A Campground Priority 3: Renovate existing outated
campgrounds to accommodat&rent recreational
equipment and uses

Strategies

1. Pursue opportunities for a campground designed forihike
camping in a location such as the site of the hisitest Valley
Conservation Camp

2. Continue to acquire and consolidate DNR ownership in the
Ahtanum State Forest to provide benefit to the trust and
increased recreation opportunities

Objective B: Promote safety and sustainability through campground and
day-use design and management

Strategies

1. To the degree possible, locate facilities adjacent to major roads
to make them readily accessible for maintenance and
enforcement

2. Recruit campground hosts to provide altr presence in
designated campgrounds dyyineavy use seasons

3. Ensure that future camping and ease facilitiesand
renovations to existing facilitiesre built to DNR standards and
are consistent with existing policies, rylead regulations

4. Ensure that existing and proposed facilities htheerequired
leases, easements, or agreements to compensate the trust and
meet grant funding requirements

5. Encourage separation of recreation uses through campground
and facility design (i.e. facilities designed specifically for
equestrian, motorized andmmotorized users, and dage
versus overnight use)

Objective C: Ensure that campground, facilityail design and location
are consistent with DNROGS environment a

Strategies

1. Determine appropriate locations for new reti@n facilities and
trails based on a largliitability process that considers habitat
protection, soilsgeological features, and forest management
issues

2. Ensure that new facilitytrail location and design are consistent
wi t h BPdlidy osSustainald ForestsHabitat
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Conservation Plajand other relevant policies, procedyiasd
regulations

Trail Management Objectives and Strategies

The Grey RocKrail is currently the only designated trail in the Ahtanum
State Forest. Motorized recreation users alsdhesgreen dot road system
which was developed in conjunction with tWeashingtorDepartment of
Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and private owners to pice public access on
non DNR managedand in the Ahtanum. Portions of the green dot road
system are groomed during the winter to allow for snowmobile, -cross
country skiing and snowshoeind@ased on survey data and input from the
citizen workgroup, additieal trail opportunities for both motorized and
non-motorized users are a priority.

Objective A: Promote additional opportunities for hiking, motorized and
non-motorized trailsand trailhead construction that meet user needs and
can be sustained over time

Strategies
1. Provide a range of trail lengths, Ipnd destination trails that
provide a range of trail experience
2. When establishing new designated tfai®nsider incquorating
existing usetbuilt trails to the degree possible if they are
consistent with DNR environmental and management
requirements andrelocated in appropriate areas
3. Pursue a management approach that encourages separate areas
for motorized and nomotorized use through trail and trailhead
design and location:
a. Focus motorized use south of the Middle Fork Ahtanum
Road and on green dot roads
b. Focus hiking use in the vicinity of Sedge Ridge
c. Focus normotorized se north of the North Fork
Ahtanum Road William O. Douglas,
4. Explore the idea of providing an interpretive trail at Ahtanum  the longest serving
MeadowsCampground to support public use opportunities such iustice in the history
as school field trips of the U.S. Supreme
5. Work with user groups to support the development of the Court, was an avid

William O. Douglas trail systemrand look for opportunities for ~ ker during his
boyhood in Yakima.

trail linkages The proposed 75-
mile William O.
Obijective B: Continue to operate the green dot road system in the Douglas Trail will
Ahtanum connect the City of

Yakima and Mount
Rainier, honoring the
j u st passerofar
hiking and
conservation.

% Designat ed trails are thos e trails that are maintained, managed, or have been
approved by DNR for recreation use.
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Strategies

1. Pursue retaining the existimymberof green dot road miles, as
possible

2. Encourage Ahtanumecreation user participation on the green
dot road committee

3. Work with landowners to acquire lofigrm public access
easements, rightsf-way, or other access mechanisms that meet
the needs of private landowners, DNIRd the recreating public

4. Promote lhe placement of green dot roads in areas that serve
designated trails and facilities

5. Promote the design of a green dot road system that avoids access
to areas that are environmentally sensitive

6. Continue to provide consistent maps, signs, educatimh
enforcement for the green dot road system

7. Manage the green dot road system to allow alternative routing, if
possible or necessamuring forest management activities

Objective C: Provide safe and sustainable opportunities for winter
recreation thatareocn s i st e nt funding,trust rlaNagénment and
environmental responsibilities

Strategies

1. Pursue the development of a crassintry ski trail in the
vicinity of Ahtanum and Ahtanum Meadowampground

2. Work cooperatively with Washington State Parksdatinue to
provide winter recreation and snowmobiling opportunities that
are consistent with land managemessponsibilities and
funding opportunities

3. Continue to work with local user groups in the event that
snowmobile routes are closed for safety psgs such as heavy
truck traffic or maintenance

4. Useseasonal closures to allow for recreation opportunities while
protecting roads and other resources

5. Pursue opportunities with user groups to consider addressing the
development of additional winter she6 for snowmobile users
taking into consideration the fundimgcessaryo build,
maintain, and provide education and enforcement

Objective D: Promote safety and sustainability through designated trail
location, managemerdand design

Strategies

1. Tothe degree possible, locate trails away from exterior DNR
property boundaries, unless trails are part of a planned linked
system, to reduce potential for trespass and impacts on
neighboring landowners

2. Pursue trail plans for areas identified as potetdcdtions for
motorized and nomotorized trail systems
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3. Consider design principles for trails that include loop trails and
destination trailsvith enough distance and variety to provide a
quality user experience

4. Provide signagéhat promotes cooperatiuse of trails by
differenttypes ofrecreatioruses.

5. Coordinate with adjacent landowners to facilitate potential trail
links.

Objective E: Promote safety and sustainability through designated trailhead
and parking facility management and design

Strategies

1. Encourage trailhead design that allows for ekedlson use to
accommodate both snereglated and nosnowrelated
recreation activitieas funding for maintenance, management,
educationand enforcement becomes available

2. Apply trailhead and parking aalesign criteria, as resources
allow, that include the following:

a. Mechanisms to clearly delineate parking locations and
define lot capacity

b. Toilet facilities and other amenities

c. Signs that communicate parking information, trail access
information and fcility regulations

d. Logsor other materials and methasdefine the boundary
of the facility.

e. Parking and trail accese accommodate the requirements
of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

3. Considerprovidingmotorizeduse areas for children andvice
riders adjacent to motorized facilities to facilitate safe
supervision

4. Complete trailhead construction capital projects in the following
order of sequence:

e Trailhead Priority 1: In the vicinity of the existing
Ahtanum Tailhead through facility expansion or new
facility construction, provide a multise dualseason
trailhead that functions as nomotorized parking in the
summer andprovidesrecreation use the winter. In
addition, provide an interim parking area fnotorized trail
access until a permanent motorized trailhead is constructed
atMiddle Fork Road (see Trailhead Priority. 5

e Trailhead Priority 2: Provide a South Fork Road trailhead
facility for access to nemotorized trails and green dot
roads

e Trail head Priority 3: Provide an equestrian trailhead
facility that supports access to the Dead Horse Flats area or
other suitable location

e Trailhead Priority 4. Evaluate motorized use opportunities
in the Cowiche Creek area
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e Trailhead Priority 5: Provide adualseasonmotorized
oriented trailhead along the Middle Fork Road

e Trailhead Priority 6: Provide a duaseason trailhead and
camping facilityin the Dead Horse Flats area the western
portion of the North Fork of Ahtanum Creek

Objective F: Pursudrail construction capital projects that provide
increased and varied opportunities for userd have secured funding to
maintain, manage, and provide education and enforcement.

Strategies
1. Work to complete motorized trail construction capital projects in
the following order of sequence:

e Motorized Trail Priority 1: Define a designated motorized
trail system, including a trailhead, in the area to the south of
the North Fork of Ahtanum Creek with a link to the existing
Grey Rock Trail

e Motorized Trail Priori ty 2: Define a designated motorized
trail system in the Cowiche Creek area

2. Work to complete nomotorized trail construction capital
projects in the following order of sequence:

e Non-Motorized Trail Priority 1: Define a designated
summer and winter nemotorized trail system in the Sedge
Ridge area

e Non-Motorized Trail Priority 2: Define a designated nen
motorized trail system in the area north of the North Fork of
Ahtanum Creek (i.e. Dome Peak Vista and Dead Horse
Flats)

¢ Non-Motorized Trail Priority 3: Define a desighated nen
motorized trail connector between Clover Fl@dsnpground
and Eagle Nest Vista

e Non-Motorized Trail Priority 4: Establish an interpretive
trail in the vicinity of Ahtanum and Ahtanum Meadows
Campground

Dispersed Recreation Objectives and Strategies

Activities thatoccur outside the boundaries of designated recreational
facilities and trails are considerédispersed recreatianExamples of
dispersed use includkunting, fishing, sightseeing, bird watching,
dispersed camping, anéareational target shooting, etc. Much of the
recreational use that occurs in the Ahtanum is dispersed use.

Objective A: Manage dispersed recreation to accommodate the needs of the
publ i c whi | efundiegeapabilitgstrizthBRnilateand
environmental responsibilities

Strategies
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1. Focus dispersed camping in areas away from designated

campgrounds such as the North Fork of Ahtanum Creek and the
North Fork of Cowiche Creek and in locations that are
environmentally compatible

Explore tke concept of establishing designated areas that allow
for dispersed camping

As resources and funding allowkpore opportunities to provide
designated target shooting areas

Capital Facility Sequencing

Pursue capital projects over the ngfttol5years, depending on funding
for maintenance, management, educatom enforcemenin the following
sequencgFigureb):

Capital Projects

Capital Facility Project 1: In the vicinity of the existing
Ahtanum Tailhead through facility expansion or new facility
construction, provide a multise duatseason trailhead that
functions as nomotorized parking in the summer apdovides
recreation usen the winter. In addition, provide an interim
parking area for motorizktrail access until a permanent
motorized trailhead is constructatMiddle Fork Road (see
Trailhead Priority ».

Capital Facility Project 2: Provide additional designated
camping opportunities by adding a new facility or expanding an
existing facility.Consider the location of the historic West
Valley Conservation Camp for walk and/or group camping
Capital Facility Project 3: Define a designated motorized trail
system, including a trailhead, in the area to the south of the
North Fork of Ahtanum Creekith a link to the existingsrey
Rock Trail

Capital Facility Project 4: Provide a South Fork Road trailhead
facility for access to nemotorized trails and green dot roads
Capital Facility Project 5: Provide additional camping
opportunites through expansion and/or redesign of Tree Phones
campground including providing additional equestrian oriented
campsites and facilities
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Figure 5. Priorities for implementing the recreation plan for Ahtanum State Forest. Numbers on map relate to capital facility project

sequencing on the previous page.
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