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Trends in Acres Burne
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Acres Burned by Wildfire in OR & WA (1992-2015)
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Washington Large Fires
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Changes in Fire Patterns
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Wildfire Costs Nationally

* Federal wildfire
costs averaged
$0.92 billion
from 1991-1999.

* From 2000-2012,

federal costs
average $3.13
billion.

* All agencies $6.8
billion by 2012
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Wildfire Costs Nationally
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Wildfire Costs for DNR

DNR Wildfire Spending
1971-2015

Inflation-Adjusted Actual Spending Inflation Index ($1 million in 1971)
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The true and total cost of
wildfires includes long-term
community and economic
impacts. But reported costs
are far less than the true
costs, as the numbers on

these four fires demonstrate.
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Structures Lost

5,000/yr. in
More homes are burned 2011, 2012

2135 In 2013 e 2014 and 2015 were
particularly
devastating years with
nearly 800 structures
lost total.

Washington

Since 1990, Average Number of Structures
Burned per Year Has More than Tripled

3500

2,970

3000

2500

2000

1500

932
1000
670
00 405
. |
1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2010s
Dan Bai '.' Flu',lf -echief.com/wui/backstary-part-i-its-still-about-wui-facts, using figures from National Interagency F ciWeb, &Int ational Organization for
Standardization. 2013 figur frumCFL‘i purthiD??Wldh e Management: FE:I al Fus nd ng al dRI ed Statistics. M h5 2014 it p..".l’ laglaw:enter.ulgjwp—contentf

uploads/assets, ,F rs.’RdS-Di‘? df Figures include all structures; most are homes.



2015 Wildfire Season

Table 1. 2015 Northwest Wildfire Statistics

Number of Fires in 2015 2273 1541
Number of Fires: 10-Yr Average (2005-2014) 2592 1355
Number of Large Fires* 43 59
Acres affected by wildfires 685,809 1,089,966
Acres Burned: 10-Yr Average (2005-2014) 442,963 152,281
Largest Fires by State Canyon Creek Complex North Star

(110,422 acres) (218,138 acres)
Homes and Structures Lost 135 499
Fatalities Total Cost: Over $609 million! 3

*A large fire is at least 100 acres in timber or 300 acres in grass or brush.




Air Quality




Air Quality

unhealthy or worse
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Source: Washington Smoke Information Blog, htfp://wasmoke.blogspot.com/
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Comparing air quality in wildfire seasons of 2012, 2014 and 2015 in eastern Washington
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Suppression Success Rate

*97% of all fires are contained in
controlled during initial attack, even
with longer fire seasons. CER

* 3% of fires become large and
account for the vast majority of cost
and loss of values.

* Our wildfire problem in Washington
is not necessarily about our
response but more about preparing
for fire before it occurs.




A New Paradigm

*The trends in wildfires suggest we need to
improve how we manage wildfires.

*The challenge before us is to consider a
unified course correction on our wildfire
strategies in Washington.

WASHINGTON WILDLAND FIRE

PROTECTION STRATEGIC PLAN




