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Changes in Fire Patterns
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Wildfire Costs Nationally
• Federal wildfire 

costs averaged 
$0.92 billion 
from 1991-1999.

• From 2000-2012, 
federal costs 
average $3.13 
billion.

• All agencies $6.8 
billion by 2012
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Wildfire Costs Nationally



Wildfire Costs for DNR

$47 million



True and Total Costs



Structures Lost
Washington

• 2014 and 2015 were 
particularly 
devastating years with 
nearly 800 structures 
lost total.



2015 Wildfire Season

Total Cost: Over $609 million!
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Suppression Success Rate
•97% of all fires are contained in 

controlled during initial attack, even 
with longer fire seasons.
•3% of fires become large and 

account for the vast majority of cost 
and loss of values.
•Our wildfire problem in Washington 

is not necessarily about our 
response but more about preparing 
for fire before it occurs.



A New Paradigm
•The trends in wildfires suggest we need to 
improve how we manage wildfires.

•The challenge before us is to consider a 
unified course correction on our wildfire 
strategies in Washington.


