
Washington State Committee on Geographic Names  
Proposal Summary 

 
 

Mary Pamela Falls 
Snohomish County - New Name 

 
Township: 29N 
Range: 8E 
Section: 28 
 
USGS Quad: Lake Chaplain 
 
Location Description: Falls; located on an unnamed stream the flows S to enter the Sultan River 
1.9 miles S of Forest Road 6126 at 47°58’42.964”N, 121°47’16.118”W. 
 
Proposal Summary: Mary Pamela Fals: Falls; located on an unnamed stream the flows S to 
enter the Sultan River 1.9 miles S of Forest Road 6126 at 47°58’42.964”N, 121°47’16.118”W.; 
The name commemorates Mary-Pamela Awad (d. 1993) who after hearing about a "mystery 
falls" researched the remote location and visited the feature with her family.  In 2021, the 
family made the trip back to the falls, and proposed the name in honor of their mother.; 
Snohomish County, Washington; Sec 28 T29N R8E, Willamette Meridian; 47°58’42.964”N, 
121°47’16.118”W USGS map - Lake Chaplain 1:24,000. 
 
The proposed name commemorates Mary-Pamela Awad (d. 1993) who after hearing about a 
"mystery falls" researched the remote location and visited the feature with her family.   
 
Many years later in 2021, the family successfully made the trip back to the falls. and proposed 
the name in honor of their mother and her adventure and exploration in the Pacific Northwest. 
 
Landowner: WA DNR - Northwest Region 
 
"Mary Pamela" features in WA: 
None 
 
Proponent: 
Ramsey Brown 
1910 S Lake Roesiger Rd 
Snohomish, WA  98290 
 
Proposal Received: 4/24/2023 
Initial Consideration: 12/11/2023 
Final Consideration:  
 



WA Committee Decision:   
WA Board Decision:  
US Board Decision:  
 
Opinions: 
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THE BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC 
NAMES DOMESTIC NAMES 

COMMITTEE PROPOSAL FORM 
This document is for those interested in proposing:  

1. A new name for a currently unnamed geographic feature, or  
2. A change to an existing name, spelling, or where a name is applied.  

 
By submitting this form, the proponent acknowledges the BGN Policies  

and agrees to work with BGN staff regarding their proposal. 

 
  

VERSION 2.0.1 
BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/pubs/DNC_PPP_DEC_2016_V.2.2.pdf


Domestic Geographic Name Proposal Form 
The U.S. Board on Geographic Names (BGN) is responsible for standardizing the names of geographic features 
within the 50 States and in other areas under the sovereignty of the United States. The BGN retains the legal 
authority t o promulgate all official names and locations of natural features (e.g. mountains, rivers, valleys), as well as 
canals, channel s, reservoirs, and other  select feature types. 

This form is to propose a new name or name, spelling, or application change for a geographic feature for Federal 
use. A proponent should carefully review the proposal prior to submission to ensure that it is consistent with the 
BGN policies. Please note all fields with a red outline are required prior to submitting this form. 

The proponent should also be aware that the entire proposal—including personal identifying information and any 
associated correspondence—is in the public domain and may be made publicly available at any time. 

Submit 
Proposal: 

1. Email this form and supporting
documentation to: BGNEXEC@usgs.gov

i. Save PDF as ‘ST_GeographicNam e’
for example ‘CO_BearCreek’ 

ii. Email Subject: ST_GeographicName

OR 2. Send by mail to:
U.S. BGN Executive Secretary, Domestic Names
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, MS-523
Reston, VA 20192

Y N 

Please note that anything submitted by mail will delayed. 

Contact Us: 
BGNEXEC@us gs.gov 

Naming Basics 

(38.94741) 

(-77.36839) 

(38.94741) 

(-77.36839) 

(38.94741) 

(-77.36839) 

Proposed Name: 

Is this name in current local use? 

Y N 

What is the Feature Class?

Is this to change an existing name? 

If yes, please provide the official name and Feature ID 
as it appears in the Geographic Names Information 
System (GNIS). 

GNIS Name: 

Feature ID: 

Location Basics 

Where is the feature? 

Latitude: 

Longitude: 

For Linear Features (e.g. stream or valley): 

Mouth/Confluence 

Latitude: 

Longitude: 

Source/Headwater 

Latitude: 

Longitude: 

General Location: 

State: 

County: 

City/Town/ 
Township/ 
Borough: 

Public Land Survey System: 
Section(s), Township, Range, Meridian 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/pubs/DNC_PPP_DEC_2016_V.2.2.pdf
mailto:BGNEXEC@usgs.gov
mailto:BGNEXEC@usgs.gov
https://edits.nationalmap.gov/apps/gaz-domestic/public/search/names
https://edits.nationalmap.gov/apps/gaz-domestic/public/search/names


 

  

 

Feature Description 
Physical shape, length, width, etc. (Maps can be submitted separately by email) 

 

Name Details 

Name information: 

 Please provide 
relevant information 
about the proposed 
name, such as 
origin, meaning, how 
long it has been in 
current use, as well 
as current or 
historical 
significance. Also 
include why you 
believe the feature 
requires a name or 
name change and 
why the proposed 
name is appropriate. 
Describe any 
documents that you 
will be submitting 
(separately by email) 
to support your 
proposal. 

 



Y N 

Please provide a list of supporting documentation, including any web links: 
Examples: Published sources showing the proposed name or letters of support (local government, historical 
society, etc.). 

Is the name commemorative? Does the name honor or refer to a person or persons? 

Please note that the BGN will only accept proposals for names that are intended to honor a person or persons 
deceased at least five years. The BGN will disapprove names that could be construed to honor living persons. The 
person being honored should have had either (1) some direct or long-term association with the feature, or (2) have 
made a significant contribution to the area, community, or State in which it is located; or (3) have outstanding 
national or international recognition. The BGN discourages the use of an individual’s full name except to avoid 
ambiguity. 

If yes, please provide the following: 

Honoree’s Date of Birth: Honoree’s Date of Death: 

Short biography and significance or association with the geographic feature: (list any additional honorees here) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/pubs/DNC_PPP_DEC_2016_V.2.2.pdf#page=17


 

Y N 

Is the feature in a Wilderness 
Area or Wilderness Study Area? 

Y N 
If yes, please provide your justification for making an 
exception to the Wilderness Policy: 

Please note that the BGN will not approve new names for unnamed features within wilderness areas or wilderness 
study areas , unless an overriding need can be demonstrated by the proponent. 

Y N 

Unknown 

Additional Information

Is there any local opposition or conflict with the proposed name? 

If yes, please explain and descr ibe any opposition: 

Additional notes: 

Proponent Information 

Please provide one form of contact (email preferred): 

Proponent’s Name: 

Agency or Organization, if applicable: 

Email: 

Mailing 
Address: 

Phone: 

Are you completing this form for someone else? 

If yes, please fill out the following: 
Completed by: 

Full Name: 

Email: 

Mailing 
Address: 

Phone: 

Please submit this form and supporting documentation to:  1. By email to BGNEXEC@usgs.gov   2. By mail to the address on page 2. 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/pubs/DNC_PPP_DEC_2016_V.2.2.pdf#page=19
mailto:BGNEXEC@usgs.gov










 
Comments 

 
Received 



From: Guthrie, Jay (DNR) 
To: MAKI, CALEB (DNR) 
Cc: Bergvall, Laurie (DNR); Arneson, Mark (DNR); Moon, John (DNR) 
Subject: FW: Mary Pamela Falls - New Geographic Name 
Date: Tuesday, March 19, 2024 2:28:43 PM 
Attachments: image003.png 

image005.png 
 

Based on your information this is what we can find. We are concerned with the lack of public access and how naming it may increase the 
public attempts to access with no legal access off of our roads in the vicinity. My understanding is that sites are usually named for historical 
reasons or existing geographic names for the area or water feature and this proposal does not fit either. However, I do understand the 
sentiment that makes the family request this name for the falls. 

 

Jay 
 

 
From: Bergvall, Laurie (DNR) <LAURIE.BERGVALL@dnr.wa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2024 3:44 PM 
To: Guthrie, Jay (DNR) <JAY.GUTHRIE@dnr.wa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Mary Pamela Falls - New Geographic Name 

 
FYI 

 

From: Arneson, Mark (DNR) <MARK.ARNESON@dnr.wa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2024 3:30:29 PM 
To: Bergvall, Laurie (DNR) <LAURIE.BERGVALL@dnr.wa.gov>; Moon, John (DNR) <John.Moon@dnr.wa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Mary Pamela Falls - New Geographic Name 

 
I looked for the area the proposal describes. It is in the upper end of the Echo Lake block – if I have their location correct. 
The only concerns are around access to this feature. Will naming it inspire more people to try and access the area? Because the nearest roads 
that get towards this feature are accessed through the City of Everett’s protected watershed. The falls are outside out the City’s watershed - 
it’s just the drivable road access to get you close to this feature. 
Chances are this family walked the old FS grades from Spada Lake area, but that’s a good +5 mile hike, one-way. 

 

mailto:JAY.GUTHRIE@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:CALEB.MAKI@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:LAURIE.BERGVALL@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:MARK.ARNESON@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:John.Moon@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:LAURIE.BERGVALL@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:JAY.GUTHRIE@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:MARK.ARNESON@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:LAURIE.BERGVALL@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:John.Moon@dnr.wa.gov


 
 

Mark Arneson 



Cascade District Manager 
Northwest Region 
Washington Department of Natural Resources 
360-856-3500 (office) 
360-770-4570 (cell) 
mark.arneson@dnr.wa.gov 
www.dnr.wa.gov 

 

mailto:mark.arneson@dnr.wa.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dnr.wa.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCALEB.MAKI%40dnr.wa.gov%7Cf088d5c7290a47b2689408dc485b8bcb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638464805232459058%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1p7Cd%2F1Opdx1dwdRX14p4e1lS3fInCUMidwrr4j2VVE%3D&reserved=0


Mary Pamela Falls - SNOHOMISH COUNTY
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	Proposed Name: Mary Pamela Falls 
	Local Use: Choice2
	Feature Type: [Falls]
	Official Federal Name: Choice2
	Current GNIS Name: 
	Current GNIS ID: 
	Point Latitude: 47.97854
	Point Longitude: -121.78781
	Mouth Latitude: 
	Mouth Longitude: 
	Source Latitude: 
	Source Longitude: 
	State01: WA
	County/City: Snohomish
	Zip code: 
	Section, Township, Range and Meridian: SEC28 T29N R8E
	Click or tap here to enter Feature Description (Physical shape, length, width, etc: 
	): The waterfall sits at 1319 feet in elevation. It's located on undesignated land owned by the State of Washington and is surrounded by land owned by the Snoqualmie National Forest and the Washington State Forest Board. The waterfall is sourced from an unnamed creek and flows in a North to South direction. The falls travel a vertial distance of roughly 85 feet. The creek runs for nearly 1000 feet after the falls and terminates in the Sultan River. 

	Name Information: The waterfalls currently have no name and we are proposing naming them after our late mother who was an early discoverer of the falls located in a very remote and isolated part of the Cascade foothills. We believe the currently nameless waterfall is worthy of a name and feel our family is amongst the very few, if not only people to visit the area in the past thirty plus years. Below is a summary of our mother’s discovery of the falls and our subsequent revisiting of them;
As a child our mother, Mary-Pamela Awad instilled a passion and reverence for the beauty of the outdoors and the Pacific Northwest. Being an avid hiker, mountaineer and skier, our family outings were filled with adventures in the Cascade Mountains. These trips were filled with lessons on safety, nature and being good stewards to the land. In the late 80’s while on a short hike with our Boy Scout troop to Explorer Falls (47.98058, -121.8467) our mother spoke with an elder local who told her of an unknown and magnificent waterfall further east through the forest. This tip and bit of information filled our whole family with intrigue. After multiple trips to the library and the collection of various printed resources, my mother, brother and I set off to locate the mystery waterfall. The travel was rough going and we primarily navigated primitive forest service roads. On our second day we approached the location where we suspected the waterfall to be located. As we got closer you could hear the rushing water of the falls. Then we laid eyes on them, and they were glorious. The exploration and excitement of this trip is one of my fondest memories and helped cement a passion for the area and the adventures it facilitates.  That passion lives on in my brother and I as we have gone on to become accomplished climbers and backcountry skiers. Unfortunately our mother passed away from Melanoma in 1993. 
Decades later after reminiscing about the story of the “mystery falls” we decided to attempt to go back. Aided with the convenience of the internet and online mapping we were able to find the location pretty fast. We were surprised to find the area has been relatively untouched in the thirty plus years since our first expedition. In June of 2019, my brother and I set out on mountain bikes in an attempt to reach the falls and return home in a day. We quickly learned that the previously traveled direct approach from the west is no longer possible. The City of Everett owns a small lake and its surrounding watershed west of the area where the falls are located. This provides water for the city located ~20 miles west of the lake. Post 9/11 security measures have ensured that passage through the area is forbidden and strictly enforced. Although our first attempt was not successful,  we gained some valuable knowledge of the access restrictions getting to the falls. 
The falls are in an extremely isolated, uninhabited and remote location. Cut off from the outside world, they are fortified and framed in by the watershed to the west, Pilchuck River to the north and the deep canyons of the Sultan River to the south. After doing further research we came to learn there is no viable or legal access to the falls using existing forest service roads and trails. Avoiding the City of Everett’s watershed creates a 16 mile detour and still requires extensive “route finding” i.e bushwacking. Over the next two years we made three more attempts but were unsuccessful. Then on 12/12/21, after extensive route finding we made it back. The falls were just as beautiful as I remembered them. Surveying the surrounding area, we guessed that very few, if any humans have set sight on these falls since we were previously there. 
The Northwest Waterfall Survey lists the falls but labels them as “Unnamed”. They have no records, photos or further information on the falls. We plan to provide the survey with our photos and added information. We also feel that the most befitting name these unnamed falls could have would be one that paid tribute to our mother. Please consider the name Mary-Pamela Falls as we feel it would honor her legacy of adventure and exploration in the Pacific Northwest. Thank you

	Supporting documentation with details: https://www.waterfallsnorthwest.com/waterfall/19027
MysteryFalls.jpg - Photo of myself standing in front of the waterfall
WaterfallRediscovered.mov -  Video of our rediscovery of the waterfall 
	Is the name commemorative: Yes
	Honoree's DOB: 4/12/45
	Honoree's DOD: 3/26/93
	Short Biography and Significance: 
	Is the feature in a wilderness area: No
	Justificaation for making an exception to the Wilderness Policy: 
	Is there any local opposition: No
	explain and describe any opposition: 
	Additional Notes: 
	Proponent Full Name: Ramsey Brown
	Agency or Organization: 
	Proponents Email: ramsey@dockstart.io
	Proponent Mailing Address: 1910 S Lake Roesiger RD
Snohomish, WA 98290
	Proponents Phone Number: 206 851-5204
	Are you filing this for someone else: Choice2
	Submitters Full Name: 
	Submitters Email: 
	Submitters Mailing Address: 
	Submitters Phone Number: 


