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Cooperative Monitoring, Evaluation and Research Committee (CMER)
held regular monthly meetings this quarter. The Committee approved
or advanced to TFW Policy the following Adaptive Management
Program (AMP) project deliverables:

e Approved the Deep-Seated Landslide (DSL) Charter,

e Approved the ISPR Approved Eastside Timber Habitat Evaluation
(ETHEP) Study Design,

e Approved Protocols and Standards Manual (PSM) Sections 5 edits,

e Unstable Slopes Criteria Prospective 6 Questions, and

e Approved 2023 Project Summary Sheets.

The Timber, Fish, and Wildlife (TFW) Policy Committee held regular
monthly, in-person meetings this quarter. The committee approved
the following Adaptive Management Program (AMP) project
deliverables:

e Approved the Extensive Riparian Status and Trends Monitoring —
Riparian Vegetation and Stream Temperature, Type F/N Westside
and Eastside Project Charter, and

e Approved the TFW Policy Manual. UAEILE OFF EONTRAUS
Summary......ccceeeeeneee. 1
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oth committees continue to make progress on advancing State 6] et U e )

Auditor's Office (SAO) Recommendations to improve the Adaptive
Management Program. Key advancements this quarter include: CMER 2023 AMP Accomplish-
PSM revisions to improve process, transparency, and accountability, ments....ccoceevveeecieennnn 8
Schedule L-1 revision process to inform Structured Decision Making,
CMER 2023 project summary sheets, public facing dashboard, and
approval of a TFW Policy Manual.

2023 Project Summary
Sheets.....cceververerienne 13
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PROJECT UPDATES

ROADS PRESCRIPTION SCALE EFFECTIVENESS MONITORING
PROJECT

The Roads Prescription Scale Effectiveness Monitoring Project examines
high-traffic, near-stream forest logging roads as sources of sediment and
seeks to better understand and evaluate mitigating best management
practices. The project team has completed the fourth year of main
experiment data collection, with two subsequent additional years of data
collection planned. In this last quarter, the project team has been busy
completing a range of fieldwork, contracting, and analytical tasks. In the
field, the project team successfully calibrated flumes at high flow sites
ahead of the rainy season as well as completed road grading
maintenance. Furthermore, the project team developed and executed a
contract to manufacture additional trough covers to protect in-road
troughs. Amanda Alvis (project team member) authored a paper
discussing the results of the Ditch Line Hydraulics Experiment, entitled
“Using Additional Roughness to Characterize Erosion Control Treatment
Effectiveness in Roadside Ditch Lines”. This paper discusses using ditch
line roughness to evaluate BMP efficiency, discusses the theory behind
using roughness as an efficiency metric, describes the methodology of
the experiment, and presents results from the experiment. The paper
was submitted to the journal Earth Surface Processes and Landforms and
is expected to be published early in 2024. The project team is now
focusing on a significant push of implementation for the final year of the
short time scale parametrization experiment scheduled for late January.

EXTENSIVE RIPARIAN STATUS AND TRENDS MONITORING PRO-
GRAM - RIPARIAN VEGETATION AND STREAM TEMPERATURE

The Extensive Riparian Status and Trends Monitoring Program -
Riparian Vegetation and Stream Temperature Project ‘s purpose is to
provide data needed to evaluate landscape-scale effects and changes
over time of implementing forest practices riparian prescriptions. The
objective is to build and maintain a status and trends monitoring
program that will evaluate how aquatic conditions, riparian forest
structure and functions, and the desired habitat conditions they support
change on a landscape scale. This project is in an early stage of
development in which the project team is considering how to scope and
design the long-term study as well as how to tackle the development of
specific critical questions and objectives. This last quarter, the project
team developed a project charter that was successfully approved by
RSAG, CMER, and TFW Policy- allowing for full project team focus on the
scoping effort. In doing so, the project team developed a series of

revised core questions to inform the scoping document. ”
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WESTSIDE TYPE F RIPARIAN PRESCRIPTION EFFECTIVENESS-
EXPLORATORY FIELD STUDY

The Westside Type F Riparian Prescription Effectiveness- Exploratory
Field Study evaluates the effectiveness of westside riparian
prescriptions for F and S streams in achieving resource objectives and
performance targets. This exploratory study is intended to reduce
uncertainties associated with the relative sensitivity of post-harvest
riparian stand conditions and riparian functions to harvest prescriptions
and to potential harvest-associated disturbances. This study will also be
used to focus and refine the development of a future Study Design for a
more rigorous test of the effectiveness of the Type F rule buffers. At the
November 5, 2022, Cooperative Monitoring, Evaluation, and Research
Committee (CMER) meeting two relevant motions were passed, one
that approved the final draft of the “Westside Type F Exploratory
Report” and another which moved to forward the approved report to
ISPR. Department of Natural Resources Adaptative Management
Program (DNR AMP) staff subsequently submitted the Westside Type F
Riparian Management Zone Exploratory Study Report to Independent
Scientific Peer Review (ISPR). The ISPR response document package was
received in January 2023. Since then, the author has been responding
to the ISPR comments and making the requested revisions in an effort
to develop a response document package (comprised of a comment
matrix, revised report, and memo) to be sent back to ISPR. This effort
has required the author to undertake significant and extensive revisions
to not only the report itself, but also the underlying data analytics,
upon which many sections of the report are based on. A complete
response to ISPR is pending.

EASTSIDE TYPE N RIPARIAN EFFECTIVENESS PROJECT (ENREP)

The Eastside Type N Riparian Effectiveness Project (ENREP) will help
inform if, and to what extent, the prescriptions found in the Type N
Riparian Prescriptions Rule Group are effective in protecting water
qguality and some riparian functions, particularly as they apply to
sediment and stream temperature in eastern Washington. The project
is currently in full implementation. At each of the five sites, data are
collected for at least two years pre-harvest and two years post-harvest,
with a transitional year of data collected in between. Each study site
has a treatment basin and an unharvested, reference basin. Springdale
and Tripps basins were harvested in 2021. Blue Grouse basin harvest
was completed in 2022. Coxit basin harvest was completed in fall 2023.
Fish Creek basin is scheduled for harvest completion in 2024. Data
collection includes: biophysical variables, including streamflow, wetted
channel extent, suspended sediment concentrations, stream shade,
riparian forest mensuration, large wood, temperature, and stream
cross sections, aquatic life (benthic macroinvertebrates), and habitat.
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EASTSIDE TIMBER HABITAT EVALUATION PROJECT (ETHEP)

The Eastside Timber Habitat Evaluation Project (ETHEP) is designed
to develop framework(s) for applying riparian harvest rules along
Type S and Type F streams in eastern Washington based on the Forest
Practices Habitat Conservation Plan (FPHCP) functional objectives and
performance targets. The ISPR-approved Study Design has been
approved by CMER and was delivered to TFW Policy in December
2023. Ben Spei (Principal Investigator) gave a presentation to TFW
Policy updating them on the study overview at their December
Meeting. The project team is currently developing the Prospective Six
Questions Document and Project Management Plan. Documents will
be delivered to CMER for review and approval in early 2024.

WATER TYPING STRATEGY

The purpose of the Water Typing Strategy is to inform a permanent
water typing system that meets FFR objectives. One goal of the DNR
water typing system is to accurately identify the upstream extent of fish
habitat.

In November of 2019 the Washington Forest Practices Board (Board)
passed a motion recommending "the Cooperative Monitoring,
Evaluation and Research Committee (CMER) to [sic] develop study
designs for the PHB validation, physical characteristics, and map-based
Lidar model studies” (WA FPB 2019a, WA FPB 2019b). The following
April, CMER approved a strategy for the In-stream Science Advisory
Group (ISAG) to complete study designs for the three projects identified
by the Board: i) Potential Habitat Breaks (PHB), ii) Default Physical
Criteria (DPC), iii) LIDAR Model Map. The Water Typing Strategy was
approved by the Board in May, 2020 (WA FPB 2020). ISAG is currently
developing and implementing the first two studies. The implementation
of a LiDAR model study will use findings from the PHB and DPC studies
to define metrics and criteria to model. The LiDAR mapping also
requires a statewide LiDAR-based hydrography, which is currently
scheduled for a 2029 completion (per Department of Ecology).

The PHB Answers to the Prospective 6 Questions was approved by
CMER in October and delivered to TFW Policy in November. The DPC
project team has been working on the DPC Study Design, which is
expected to be delivered to CMER to initiate a concurrent CMER/ISAG
review in early 2024. A statistical consulting firm is assisting the project
team in evaluating methods for the DPC Study Design.



ANADROMOUS FISH FLOOR

A Proposal Initiation (Pl) was received in May 2023 from Washington
Department of Natural Resources for the Anadromous Fish Floor (AFF)
Validation Study. In August, TFW Policy approved the AFF Pl with a
recommendation that the Forest Practices Board add the AFF Validation
Study to the CMER Work Plan and Master Project Schedule. CMER
assigned the AFF Validation Study to ISAG in August. ISAG is forming a
project team and will work on developing a technical summary for TFW
Policy to clarify how the AFF Validation Study would best fit as a
companion or add-on study to the existing PHB Study.

RIPARIAN CHARACTERISTICS AND SHADE (RCS)

The Riparian Characteristics and Shade (RCS) project is a field research
project intended to evaluate the combined effect of stream-adjacent
no-harvest zone width and adjacent-stand harvest intensity (i.e.,
thinning density) on stream shade. The project team has identified two
potential sites for implementation in summer 2024. The Forest
Practices Board, at their February 2024 meeting, will review a pilot rule
request to authorize the implementation of experimental harvest
treatments at these two sites.

RIPARIAN FUNCTION LITERATURE SYNTHESIS

The Riparian Function Literature Synthesis is a stand-alone literature
synthesis that will address questions regarding the effects of timber
harvest on riparian functions. The literature synthesis is in RSAG
review. The authors have responded to RSAG comments and RSAG is
determining if their comments have been adequately addressed. The
literature synthesis is expected to be sent to CMER to initiate review in
early 2024.

WETLAND MANAGEMENT ZONE EFFECTIVENESS
MONITORING PROJECT (WMZ)

The Wetland Management Zone Effectiveness Monitoring Project (WMZ)
will evaluate wetland functions to determine if the target of no-net-loss of
hydrologic function, CWA assurance targets, and hydrologic connectivity
are being achieved. Following the April 2022 CMER approval of the
project charter, the project team has begun the scoping process. The
development of scoping documents such as the Best Available Science
Document and Prospective Six Questions Document are being developed,
and an initial draft planned to CMER in early 2024. Funding for the WMZ
begins in FY26, with implementation slated to begin in FY28.
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FORESTED WETLANDS EFFECTIVENESS PROJECT (FWEP)

The Forested Wetlands Effectiveness Project (FWEP) projects will look at the effectiveness of
forest practices prescriptions to protect, maintain, and restore aquatic resources, namely
water quality, wetland hydrologic and ecological functions. It will be evaluated to determine if
they achieve the FPHCP goal of no-net-loss of functions of those wetlands by half of a timber
rotation cycle while meeting water quality standards (FPHCP). FWEP has an approved Study
Design. Tanner Williamson, CMER Wetland Scientist, along with the project team completed
the instrumentation of all 24 project sites over the 2023 field season. Water Quality data
collection began in October and will continue through 2025. Data collection includes water
quality analysis for: Suspended Sediment Concentration, soluble Reactive Phosphorus,
Dissolved Organic Carbon and Nitrogen. The project team has conducted its’s first round of
hemispherical photography and is currently preparing for forest and vegetation surveys at all
sites.

EASTSIDE FOREST HEALTH STRATEGY

The Eastside Forest Health Strategy workgroup developed a report that was reviewed by
CMER in April 2022. The Eastside Forest Health Strategy workgroup recommended the
development of a research and monitoring strategy investigating active RMZ management
approaches that build on current RMZ prescriptions and are designed to balance disturbance
resiliency and resource protection objectives outlined in the FP HCP (Schedule L-1 functional
objectives and performance targets, Appendix N). SAGE is currently working to develop the
full Eastside Forest Health Strategy after approval of the strategy guidance document in Spring
2023

UNSTABLE SLOPES CRITERIA PROJECT

The Unstable Slopes Criteria project will evaluate the degree to which the landforms
described in the unstable slopes rules identify potentially unstable areas with a high
probability of impacting public resources and public safety. This quarter, the project team
made some progress on Project 2, Object-Based Landform Mapping with High-Resolution
Topography Study report. The project team worked on a necessary mapping exercise and
began revising the final report. A draft of the final report is expected in 2024. This project is
delayed, and continues to fall further behind . While the results of this project are not needed
to begin Projects 3 and 4 (discussed below), there is a point during the implementation of
Projects 3 and 4 where the results from this project will be needed, and there is concern that
on the currently trajectory, delays in this project could cause delays in subsequent projects.
The combined Study Design for the Empirical Evaluation of Shallow Landslide Susceptibility
and Frequency by Landform (Project 3) and the Empirical Evaluation of Shallow Landslide
Runout (Project 4) received final approval from CMER on September 26, 2023. The
Prospective 6 Questions document was approved by CMER in December 2023. The project
team is currently working on updating the Project Management Plan with details for
implementation. Implementation will begin in CY2024.



DEEP-SEATED LANDSLIDE RESEARCH STRATEGY

The Deep-Seated Landslide Research Strategy utilizes the results of the literature reviews for
forest harvest effects on glacial and bedrock deep-seated landslides to address key knowledge
gaps identified during the literature reviews and to address questions from the Forest
Practices Board and Policy regarding the potential effects of forest practices on deep-seated
landslides.

A consultant was hired to assist UPSAG in the development of the DSL Study Design based on
the Policy-approved Scoping Document for the Landslide Mapping and Classification Project
(4.5 and 4.6) under the Deep-Seated Landslide Research Strategy. The draft study design
underwent ISPR review in the last quarter. The project team and BGC Engineering are
currently finalizing ISPR response and the revised study design will be delivered back to ISPR
early in 2024. The next steps after final CMER approval will be to develop the Prospective 6
Questions document and a solicitation to hire a firm to implement the approved study design.

TYPE N EXPERIMENTAL BUFFER TREATMENT PROJECT IN HARD ROCK LITHOLOGIES
AMPHIBIAN MONITORING PHASE Il

The Type N Experimental Buffer Treatment Project in Hard Rock Lithologies — Amphibian
Monitoring Phase lll project is in implementation. Data collection for stream-associated
amphibian demographics and relevant covariates (e.g., stream temperature) for post-harvest
years 14 and 15 was completed July-September 2022 and 2023 to allow for the evaluation of
continued trends in amphibian densities at long-term study sites. The team is conducting QA/
QC on data collected through 2023, which will be followed by data analysis and report
development through the end of the current biennium (June 2025).

WATER TEMPURATURE AND AMPHIBIAN USE IN TYPE NP WATERS WITH DISCONTINUOUS
SURFACE FLOW (CWA PROJECT)

The Water Temperature and Amphibian Use in Type Np Waters with Discontinuous Surface
Flow will inform the Overall Performance Goals to meet water quality standards and support
the long-term viability of covered species by evaluating the influence of intermittent stream
reaches on water temperature and FP-designated amphibian use. The project team is
currently developing the scoping documents, with plans to deliver to CMER in late Spring.



ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

2023 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

In 2023, the Cooperative Monitoring, Evaluation, and Research Committee (CMER) and TFW Policy
Committee (TFW) engaged in a wide range of administrative and research projects and tasks. This
document highlights some of the more substantive accomplishments that occurred during the year.
These accomplishments demonstrate a comprehensive approach to research, training, personnel
management, and collaboration within the CMER and its related committees. The focus on structured
decision-making and adherence to best available science indicates a commitment to informed and
effective resource management.

Adaptive Management Program (AMP) Administration:

Personnel Changes:
e Restabilized the AMP staff team amidst significant turnover and built a cohesive AMP

team:
» Promoted Natalie Church to an Environmental Planner.
» Lori Clark was promoted to the AMPA position.
» Hired Dr. Theryn Henkel as the new Supervisory Project Manager.
» NWIFC hired a new Geomorphologist, Elise Freeman, and a CMER Natural

Resource Science Technician, Rob Pavlik.

2023-2025 CMER Work Plan and FY23-25 Master Project Schedule approved

Technology and Training:

e Completed transition for all AMP participants to utilize the SharePoint Online platform
which ensures that the participants have access to all AMP documents, templates,
studies, and meeting materials.

e Trained all AMP participants on SharePoint Online (6 trainings).

e Trained all AMP participants on Open Public Meeting Act (OPMA) requirements.

CMER Conference:
¢ AMP staff hosted the Forest Practices Adaptive Management Science Conference on
Thursday, May 11, 2023. Eleven presenters highlighted CMER studies covering a variety
of research topics.

Dispute Resolution:
e Resolved a dispute resolution process for the Study Design of the Shallow Landslide
Susceptibility and Frequency by Landform and Runout Project.

AMP Participants Site Visits:
e Adaptive Management Program (AMP) participants attended an in-person meeting and a
site visit in Eastern Washington in September to tour two sites that are part of the
Eastside Type N Riparian Effectiveness Project (ENREP) to observe the riparian area
within the harvested basins at each site, including one segment at Blue Grouse which was
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2023 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

approved by the Forest Practices Board under Pilot Rule to test the effect of complete
clearcutting along a seasonally dry stream. Participants also saw examples of data
collection equipment and discussed the parameters measured in this study.

The Uplands Process Science Advisory Group (UPSAG) attended a site visit in Whatcom
County in October to visit a deep-seated landslide complex within the Mapping and
Classification project area to define classes of deep-seated landslides based on variables
that control the occurrence and type of failure.

Adaptive Management Program participants attended site visits in Forks over two days in
July to tour Forested Wetlands Effectiveness Project (FWEP) Chronosequence sites and
the Olympic Experimental State Forest (OESF).

State Auditor’s Office Recommendations Advancements:

CMER Protocols and Standards Manual (PSM) was revised to improve process,
transparency, and accountability.

Creation of a public-facing dashboard.

Development and approval of a TFW Policy Manual.

Decision Criteria and Structured Decision-Making:

» Conducted Interest-Based Negotiation training for the (TFW) Policy Committee to
discuss their interests, resolving differences of opinion, collaboration versus
competition, how each caucus interests are being served, and the challenges
they face in the Adaptive Management Program (AMP).

» Got AMP participant approval (CMER, Policy and FPB) to revise the Schedule L-1
which serves as the foundation for the AMP and guides the development of the
CMER research and monitoring projects. This revision process will be key for
adopting a multi-criteria decision-making framework for the AMP.

CMER Science Sessions:

Other:

Fire Histories in Forests West of the Cascade Crest

20-Year Forest Health Strategic Plan

Statewide Hydrography

LiDAR Differencing

Reflections on Forest Management: Can Fish & Fiber Coexist? American Fisheries Society

2023 Project Summary Sheets were completed by SAGs and approved by CMER.
2023 SAG Project Verification was completed by SAGs and approved by CMER.
Collaborated with the US Forest Service on LiDAR analysis methods development.
Completed the solicitation and contracting process for the CMER on-call statistician
contract.

Forest Practices Board approved the pilot rule request for RCS implementation.
Supported the FPB by providing Type Np materials after they decided to rescind the
November 9, 2022, decision and take a revote regarding the Type Np Buffer decision.
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Research Projects Highlights:

e Roads Prescription Scale Effectiveness Monitoring Project
> 2 papers published by lead author and project team member Amanda Alvis:
> How does traffic affect erosion of unpaved forest roads? in
Environmental Reviews.
» Using Additional Roughness to Characterize Erosion Control Treatment
Effectiveness in Roadside Ditch Lines in Earth Surface Process and
Landforms.

» Significant round of roads maintenance (with the assistance of the DNR Pacific
Cascade Region Heavy Equipment Crew) and BMP treatment changes, such as
repairing degraded traffic counters, installed and calibrated numerous flow
splitters at high flow sites, rocking/grading road segments, and conducting
parameterization experiment fieldwork to inform the empirical model in
development.

> Implemented the fourth year of the main experiment and parametrization
experiments.

Wetlands Scientific Advisory Group (WetSAG)
e Forested Wetlands Effectiveness Project (FWEP)

Project Management Plan approved.
Instrumentation and data collection for 4 pilot sites to inform the study.
Site Selection and landowner permissions secured for 24 sites.
Completed the instrumentation of all 24 project sites over the 2023 field season.
Water Quality data collection, hemispherical photography, forest and vegetation
surveys began in October and will continue through 2025.
e Wetland Management Zone Effectiveness Monitoring Project (WMZ)

» CMER and TFW Policy approved the charter.

» Scoping process began.

YVVYVYVY

In-Stream Scientific Advisory Group (ISAG)
e Anadromous Fish Floor (AFF) Validation Study
» TFW Policy approved the Proposal Initiation (Pl) to develop an Anadromous Fish
Floor (AFF) Validation Study through the Adaptive Management Program (AMP).
» CMER assigned the project to ISAG for project development.
e Potential Habitat Breaks (PHB)
» Study Design was approved by ISAG, ISPR and CMER.
» Charter was approved by ISAG, CMER and TFW Policy.
» Prospective 6 Questions Document was approved by ISAG and CMER.
e Default Physical Criteria (DPC)
> Charter was approved by ISAG, CMER and TFW Policy.
> Study Design is in development at ISAG.
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Upslope Processes Scientific Advisory Group (UPSAG)
e Unstable Slopes Criteria project
> Object-Based Landform Mapping with High Resolution Topography Study final
report is under development by the Criteria Project Team.
» The Study Designs for the Empirical Evaluation of Shallow Landslide Susceptibility
and Frequency by Landform and Empirical Evaluation of Shallow Landslide
Runout Projects (called Susceptibility and Runout for short) were combined. The
combined Study Design was approved by ISPR and CMER.
» Prospective 6 Questions Document for the Susceptibility and Runout Study was
approved by UPSAG and CMER.
e Deep-Seated Landslide Research Strategy
» Study Designs for the Deep-Seated Landslide Mapping and Landslide
Classification projects were combined and approved by UPSAG, CMER for ISPR
review.
» Charter (revisions) was approved by UPSAG and CMER.

Scientific Advisory Group-Eastside (SAGE)
e Eastside Timber Habitat Evaluation Project (ETHEP)
» Study Design was approved by SAGE, ISPR, and CMER.
» Landscape assessment conducted to help prepare the field manual and
protocols.
e Eastside Forest Health Strategy
» TFW Policy approved the Eastside Forest Health Strategy document to be further
developed by CMER.
> SAGE is working on the strategy.
e Eastside Type N Riparian Effectiveness Project (ENREP)
> QA/QCon 2022 data.
> Pilot rule approved by the Forest Practices Board for a small segment of Type F
stream in one of the harvest basins be treated as Type Np for the purposes for
the study.
> 2023 field season implementation.

Riparian Scientific Advisory Group (RSAG)
e Riparian Characteristics and Shade (RCS)
> Site selection and preparation for the 2024 field season.
> A pilot rule request was approved by the Forest Practices Board to authorize the
implementation of experimental harvest treatments on five sites in western
Washington.
» Prospective 6 Questions Document was approved by RSAG and CMER.
e Extensive Riparian Status and Trends Monitoring- Riparian Vegetation and Stream
Temperature (ExMo) Project
» TFW Policy and RSAG/CMER had a joint workshop to discuss the development of
the ExMo Project in January, which culminated in a final revised directive from
Policy in March.
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> Watershed DCG was contracted in April to conduct a data assessment on
relevant extensive monitoring programs- to support the scoping of the project.

> The first Project Charter was approved by RSAG, CMER, and TFW Policy from
September to November.

» The Project Team began development of the scoping document, which
included the ongoing use of GIS to identify and assess the spatial distribution
of potential monitoring target population (e.g., basins containing lands subject
to FP HCP harvest rules) and exploring/testing remote sensing methods for
assessing stream temperatures and riparian condition in conjunction with field

e Riparianstunetioitdterature Synthesis

» TFW Policy approved a list of focal questions to be addressed in the literature
synthesis.

» RSAG initiated review of the literature synthesis.

e Westside Type F Riparian Prescription Effectiveness- Exploratory Field Study

> Following approval of the exploratory final report by CMER, the Independent
Scientific Peer Review (ISPR) team completed their preliminary review and
provided feedback in January 2023. The report author and project team have
been revising the report accordingly since that time.

Landscape and Wildlife Scientific Advisory Group (LWAG)
e Type N Experimental Buffer Treatment Project in Hard Rock Lithologies Amphibian
Monitoring Phase lll Project
> Data collection for stream-associated amphibian demographics and relevant
covariates (e.g., stream temperature) for post-harvest years 14 and 15 was
completed July-September 2022 and 2023 to allow for the evaluation of
continued trends in amphibian densities at long-term study sites.
» The team is conducting QA/QC on data collected through 2023, which will be
followed by data analysis and report development through the end of the
current biennium (June 2025).
e Discontinuous Np Surface Flows
» The project team is beginning the scoping process.



Project Name and
Background

Project Elements

Critical Question
Addressed

ISAG

Potential Habitat Breaks (PHBs)
At the November 13, 2019 Forest Practices Board (Board) meeting the following
motion was passed:

“Recommend the Cooperative Monitoring, Evaluation and Research Committee
(CMER) to develop study designs for the PHB validation, physical
characteristics, and map based Lidar model studies. Design the studies for cost
savings, including the phasing of the studies with eastern Washington to be
initiated first, and the possibility and advisability of combining the PHB
validation, physical characteristics and map based Lidar model studies, and then
to report on the study designs to the Board by their May, 2020 meeting.”

In December 2019, CMER voted that ISAG would be the lead in responding to
the Board motion (above) and develop an overall CMER based Water Typing
Strategy, of which the PHB study is a part.

Fish distribution, potential fish habitat, in-stream channel conditions, PHBs,
obstacles to upstream fish migration, water typing, Fish Habitat Assessment
Methodology (FHAM)

Rule Group Critical Questions

How can the line demarcating fish- and non-fish habitat waters be accurately
identified?

To what extent does the current water typing survey window account for
seasonal and annual variability in fish distribution considering potential
geographic differences?

How do different fish species use seasonal habitats (timing, frequency,
duration)?

How does the upstream extent of fish use at individual sites vary seasonally and
annually?

How does the delineation of the upstream extent of fish habitat change
seasonally?

Project Critical Questions
UPSTREAM-MOST FISH LOCATIONS

1. How do the locations of the last (uppermost) detected fish vary
interannually?

2. How do the locations of the last (uppermost) detected fish vary seasonally?

3. How do the locations of last (uppermost) detected fish vary geographically
across the state of Washington?

HABITAT ASSOCIATED WITH UPSTREAM-MOST FISH LOCATIONS

4. How do the physical channel and basin characteristics (e.g., bankfull width;
average gradient, basin size) associated with the identified end (upstream
extent) of fish habitat vary geographically across the state of Washington?

5. Where the location of the last (uppermost) detected fish changes (seasonally
or interannually), how does that influence which PHB would be associated
with the F/N break and how frequently does that occur?

6. How do the physical channel features at the locations initially identified as
PHBs change over the course of the study?

7. How often do similar features appear to limit upstream fish distributions in
some contexts but not others (e.g., further into the headwaters vs.
downstream; different flow levels)?

PHB PERFORMANCE ANALYSES

8. Which combinations of physical channel features and basin characteristics
(for example, gradient, channel width, barriers to migration) best identify
the end of fish habitat relative to the location of the last (uppermost)
detected fish?



Responsible SAG
and Project
Manager

Principal
Investigator(s)
and Project Team
Members

Status/Phase

Expenditures

Project Timeline

Complementary
Projects and
Project
Sequencing

9. Can protocols used to describe PHBs be consistently applied among survey
crews and be expected to provide similar results in practice?

10. How well do the PHB criteria provided by the Washington Forest Practices
Board accurately identify the EOF habitat when applied in the Fish Habitat
Assessment Methodology (FHAM)?

SAG: ISAG
Project Manager: Anna Toledo

Principal Investigator(s): TBD

Project Team: Jason Walter (Weyerhaeuser Co./ISAG Co-Chair), Jenelle Black
(CMER Science staff), Doug Martin (Martin Environmental/ WFPA), Chris Mendoza
(Conservation Caucus), and John Heimburg (WDFW). Former members include:
Cody Thomas (Spokane Tribe of Indians/ISAG Co-Chair), Don Nauer (WDFW).
Emma Greenwood (Spokane Tribe of Indians) and Mark Meleason (County Caucus)
added as Project Team members for implementation phase.

The ISPR-approved PHB Study Design was approved by CMER in May 2023. The
updated Project Charter was approved by CMER in July 2023 and by TFW Policy
in September 2023. The Prospective 6 Questions document was approved by
CMER in October 2023 and delivered to TEW Policy in November 2023. The
Project Team has initiated site selection.

Expenditures through FY23: $470,820

FY22-FY23: ISAG and CMER approval of study design, begin ISPR.
FY23: Complete ISPR of study design.
FY24: Develop Project Management Plan and begin site selection.
FY25: Finish site selection and begin data collection.
FY26-FY28: Data collection and analysis.
FY28-FY29: Final report writing, review, and approval.
The CMER Water Typing Strategy will include (individually or in combination)
the following elements:

Potential Habitat Breaks (PHBs)

Default Physical Criteria Assessment (DPC)

LiDAR Based Water Typing Model

1. Fish/Habitat Detection Using eDNA

ISAG will consider whether, and if so how, to combine these elements (as directed
by the Board), and to consider if/how additional elements may be added to the list.
See Water Typing Strategy for additional details.

From AMPA memo to Forest Practices Board (October 20, 2023): “CMER [will]
prepare technical summary for TFW Policy consideration that clarifies how the
AFF validation study would best fit as a companion or add-on study to the existing
Potential Habitat Breaks (PHB) study, including the recommended timeline for
scoping and implementation to inform effective and efficient sequencing.”

Project Summary and Purpose

The purpose of this study is to develop criteria for accurately identifying PHBs and to evaluate the
utility of PHB criteria for use in the Fish Habitat Assessment Methodology (FHAM) as part of a water
typing rule. The study is designed to assess which combinations of gradient, channel width, barriers to
migration, and other physical habitat and geomorphic conditions are associated with uppermost
detected fish locations. This will 1) inform which Board-identified PHB criteria most accurately
identify the upstream extent of fish habitat in an objective and repeatable manner as applied in the
FHAM and 2) evaluate whether an alternative set or combination of empirically derived criteria more
accurately achieves this goal (CMER 2020). Additionally, this study is intended to provide insight into
how uppermost detected fish points, upstream extent of fish habitat based on FHAM, and PHBs



proposed by the Washington Forest Practice Board may vary across geography, seasons, and years. The
Board is expected to use the study findings to inform which PHB criteria to use in FHAM.

Project Objectives

Test the proposed PHB criteria and evaluate if those criteria or some other criteria will allow for the
identification of potential habitat breaks for use in water typing to accurately and consistently identify
the upstream extent of fish habitat when determining the F/N break using the FHAM that is currently
in development.

Determine which combinations of gradient, channel width, barriers to migration, and other physical
habitat and geomorphic conditions of the Board identified PHB criteria best identify the upstream
extent of fish habitat (WAC 222-16-010) in an objective and repeatable manner as applied in the
FHAM.

Provide insight into how identification of uppermost detected fish locations (EOF), end of fish habitat
(EOFH), and PHBs being considered by the Board as part of DNR’s permanent water typing rule may
vary across ecoregions, seasons, and years.

Identify potential alternative PHB criteria that can be used to delineate EOF habitat in forested streams
across Washington; and

Better understand how PHBs may be influenced by seasonal and annual variability, and by location within

Washington.
Budget*
PHB DPC**
FY24 $185,600 TBD
FY25 $1,134,600 TBD
FY26 $1,097,100 TBD
FY27 $1,118,300 TBD
FY28 $342,400 TBD
FY29 $65,700 TBD
Frojeet | 53943700 | TBD

* May 10, 2023 Board-approved budget for Water Typing Strategy which includes PHB and DPC. Funding approved for
FY24-FY25. Budget beyond FY24 are estimates only.

**Some values under PHB include preliminary field work and data acquisition for sites that will be used in both the PHBs
and DPC studies. Additional budget will be required for data analysis. Also, pending analysis of first year sample data,
budget may be required for acquisition of additional sites for DPC.

Project Name and
Background

Default Physical Criteria (DPC)

At the November 13, 2019 Forest Practices Board (Board) meeting the following
motion was passed:

“Recommend the Cooperative Monitoring, Evaluation and Research Committee
(CMER) to develop study designs for the PHB validation, physical
characteristics, and map based Lidar model studies. Design the studies for cost
savings, including the phasing of the studies with eastern Washington to be
initiated first, and the possibility and advisability of combining the PHB
validation, physical characteristics and map based Lidar model studies, and then
to report on the study designs to the Board by their May, 2020 meeting.”

In December 2019, CMER voted that ISAG would be the lead in responding to
the Board motion (above) and develop an overall CMER based Water Typing




Project Elements

Work Plan
Critical Question
Addressed

Responsible SAG
and Project
Manager

Principal
Investigator(s)
and Project Team
Members

Status/Phase

Expenditures

Project Timeline

Complementary
Projects and
Project
Sequencing

Strategy, of which the DPC study is a part.

Fish distribution, potential fish habitat, in-stream channel conditions, DPC,
obstacles to upstream fish migration, water typing, Fish Habitat Assessment
Methodology (FHAM)

Rule Group Critical Questions

To what extent do current default physical criteria for Type-F waters,
considering potential geographic differences, accurately identify the
upstream extent of (detected) fish presence (all species) and/or fish habitat?

Can alternative (to current) default physical criteria for Type-F waters,
considering potential geographic differences, be identified that would more
accurately and consistently identify the upstream extent of (detected) fish
presence (all species) and/or fish habitat?

Are there sustained gradient or stream size thresholds alone that serve as default
physical criteria?

SAG: ISAG

Project Manager: Anna Toledo

Principal Investigator(s): TBD

Project Team: Jason Walter (Weyerhaeuser Co./ISAG Co-Chair), Jenelle Black
(CMER Science staff), Doug Martin (Martin Environmental/WFPA), Chris Mendoza
(Conservation Caucus), John Heimburg (WDFW), Mark Meleason (County Caucus),
and Emma Greenwood (Spokane Tribe of Indians)

The DPC project team is currently working on the DPC study design, which is
expected to be delivered to CMER to initiate concurrent CMER/ISAG review in
early 2024.

Expenditures through FY23: $127,809 (Approximately $115,000 of this total is
from FY17-FY19)

FY22-FY24: Study design development, review, and approval.
FY24: Develop Project Management Plan and begin site selection.
FY25: Finish site selection and begin data collection.
FY26-FY28: Data collection and analysis.
FY28-FY29: Final report writing, review, and approval.
The CMER Water Typing Strategy will include (individually or in combination)
the following elements:

Potential Habitat Breaks (PHBs)

Default Physical Criteria Assessment (DPC)

LiDAR Based Water Typing Model

1. Fish/Habitat Detection Using eDNA

ISAG will consider whether, and if so how, to combine these elements (as directed
by the Board), and to consider if/how additional elements may be added to the list.
See Water Typing Strategy for additional details.

From AMPA memo to Forest Practices Board (October 20, 2023): “CMER [will]
prepare technical summary for TFW Policy consideration that clarifies how the
AFF validation study would best fit as a companion or add-on study to the existing
Potential Habitat Breaks (PHB) study, including the recommended timeline for
scoping and implementation to inform effective and efficient sequencing.”

Project Summary and Purpose

The purpose of the DPC study is to assess the current (WAC 222-16-031(3)(b)(i)) and alternative
default physical characteristics used to define DNR stream types as Type ‘F’ or ‘N’ in situations where



fish use is not determined using Board approved protocol electrofishing survey (PES) methods.
Research will focus on the need to (1) compare and quantify how the current DPC correspond to the
uppermost point of fish presence and potential fish habitat; (2) determine the stream physical
characteristics of habitat likely to be used by fish, and (3) determine if sustained gradient or stream size
thresholds alone could serve as default physical criteria

Project Objectives

Compare and quantify how the current default physical criteria correspond to the uppermost point of fish
presence and potential fish habitat.

Determine the physical characteristics of fish habitat in streams.

Determine if sustained gradient or stream size thresholds alone could serve as sufficient default physical
criteria.

Budget*

PHB DPC**

FY24 $185,600 TBD

FY25 $1,134,600 TBD

FY26 $1,097,100 TBD

FY27 $1,118,300 TBD

FY28 $342,400 TBD

FY29 $65,700 TBD

Project

Total $3,943,700 TBD

* May 10, 2023 Board-approved budget for Water Typing Strategy which includes PHB and DPC. Funding approved for
FY24-FY25. Budget beyond FY24 are estimates only.

**Some values under PHB include preliminary field work and data acquisition for sites that will be used in both the PHBs
and DPC studies. Additional budget will be required for data analysis. Also, pending analysis of first year sample data,
budget may be required for acquisition of additional sites for DPC.



LWAG

Project Name

Type N Experimental Buffer Treatment Project in Hard Rock Lithologies
Amphibian Monitoring Phase III

Work Plan Rule
Group Critical
Questions
Addressed

Continued monitoring of Hard Rock Study sites for the amphibian response
will address the following critical questions:

How do two other buffers compare with the forest practices Type N prescriptions
in meeting resource objectives?

Are riparian processes and functions provided by Type Np buffers maintained at
levels that meet FPHCP resource objectives and performance targets for shade,
stream temperature, LWD recruitment, litter fall, and amphibians? (only
amphibian response is evaluated in this work — Phase III)

How do stream-associated amphibian populations respond to the Type N
prescriptions over time?

Is stream-associated amphibian population viability maintained by the Type N
prescriptions?

Project Elements

Addresses the effectiveness of FPHCP riparian buffer prescription for FP
designated amphibians in Type N Waters in western Washington, including a
comparison of the current rule to buffer alternatives that provide more and less
protection within the RMZ, and unharvested reference sites.

Responsible SAG
and Project
Manager

SAG: LWAG
Project Manager: Jenny Schofield




Principal
Investigator and
Project Team

Status/Phase

Project Timeline

Expenditures to
Date

Complementary
Projects and
Project
Sequencing

Principal Investigator: Aimee Mclntyre
Project Team: A.J. Kroll, Reed Ojala-Barbour

Phase I report covering 2006-2011 was approved in 2018.

Phase II (extended) report covering 2006-2017 was approved by CMER on July
27,2021, was presented to TFW Policy on 6 January 2022, and presented to the
FP Board on 10 August 2022.

The Phase III monitoring, focused on stream-associated amphibian abundance, is
in implementation.

Amphibian demographic sampling began in FY22 and continued into FY23. The
timing of resample is consistent with sampling every 7-8 years, as has been done
previously. Data analysis and report writing for the continued effectiveness-
monitoring phase will extend through FY25. Note that the current timeline
assumes that the time required for CMER and ISPR review and revision don’t
exceed the current projected timeline through FY25.

FY23 (Phase III of Hard Rock): $304,500

2006-FY22: $8,581,460 (from Phase I and Phase II of Hard Rock)
Stream-Associated Amphibian (SAA) Detection/Relative Abundance
Methodology Project (completed), Amphibian Recovery Project (completed),

Buffer Integrity — Shade Effectiveness (Amphibians) Project (completed), Van
Dyke’s Salamander Project (on hold but planned), Amphibians in Intermittent

Streams Project (in scoping), Eastside Amphibians Evaluation Project (proposed).

Project Summary and Purpose

Responses Evaluated: stream-associated amphibian demographics.

Study Sites: Seventeen (17) Type N, first-, second- and third-order stream basins located in western
Washington. These are the same Hard Rock sites that were included in Phase I and Phase II of the Type N
Hard Rock studies.

Treatments: (1) unharvested reference; (2) current FP buffer for Type N streams (e.g., riparian buffer
throughout >50% of the Type N RMZ); (3) 50 foot riparian buffer on the entire Type N stream; (4) no buffer.

Project Objectives

This Effectiveness Study evaluated the effectiveness of the FPHCP riparian buffer prescription for westside
Type N streams. The study compared the current rule to buffer alternatives that provide more and less
protection within the RMZ, and unharvested reference sites. Effectiveness was evaluated in terms of whether
Forest Practices rules for Type N Waters produce forest conditions that achieve agreed upon Resource
Objectives. Reports for Phase I and Phase II of the study were approved in 2018 and 2021, respectively. The
study directly informed two of the four FFR goals, including (1) to support the long-term viability of stream-
associated amphibians and (2) to meet or exceed water quality standards.

Preliminary results from Phase II suggested declines (65%-93%) in larval Coastal Tailed Frog densities in
study sites 7- and 8-years post-harvest that were not apparent in the two years post-harvest (i.e., Phase I).
There was also a delayed negative response detected for torrent salamanders in the FP treatment. Observed
declines in amphibian densities were greatest in the FP treatment. One of the focal goals of the Forest
Practices Rules is to provide compliance with ESA for aquatic and riparian-dependent species, including
Forests and Fish-designated stream-associated amphibians, and the Forests and Fish Agreement was intended
to protect amphibians in headwater streams. Additionally, the current known distribution of Coastal Tailed
Frog is not uniform across the landscape; present in some streams but absent in other nearby streams. As a
result, we may not be able to rely consistently on repopulation from nearby sources.

In response to study results from Phase II, additional data is being collected for stream-associated amphibians
and other relevant covariate data (e.g., stream temperature) to evaluate continued trends in amphibian
densities in a Phase III effort. This effort will inform the question: Do amphibian densities at long-term study
sites stabilize, continue to decline, or recover over time? Continued monitoring is consistent with the study
design to evaluate effectiveness through time. Sampling in post-harvest years 14 and 15 will help us evaluate



longer-term tailed frog and torrent salamander trends and densities through 40% of a 40 year harvest rotation.

MPS Budget*
FY22 FY23 FY24 FY25 Total
$845,900
$142,1421 $304,500 $308,142 $90,458

*May 10, 2023 Board-approved budget. Funding approved for FY23-FY24. Budget for FY25 is an estimate.

Project Name

Water Temperature and Amphibian Use in Type Np Waters with Discontinuous
Surface Flow (CWA Project)

Questions
Addressed

Work Plan Critical

What is the effect of buffering or not buffering spatially intermittent stream reaches in
Type Np streams? (Type N Riparian Prescriptions Rule Group and Type N Riparian
Effectiveness Program — Westside Critical Questions)

How do stream-associated amphibians (SAAs) utilize intermittent stream reaches near
the origins of Type N (headwater) streams? (Type N Amphibian Response Program
Critical Question)

Project Elements

Characteristics of perennial streams with intermittent flow (i.e., Type Np stream
segments with discontinuous perennial flow), including spatial and temporal patterns
of flow, and how these patterns influence stream temperature in downstream non-
intermittent reaches across the landscape.

Stream-associated amphibian use of perennial streams with intermittent flow.

Investigator and
Project Team

Responsible SAG SAG: LWAG

and Project . .

Manager Project Manager: Jenny Schofield
Principal Principal Investigator: Aimee Mclntyre

Project Team Members: A.J. Kroll, Reed Ojala-Barbour, Mark Meleason, Welles
Bretherton

Status

In summer 2020, a Project Team was formed for this project and work began on
updating the BAS synthesis. Work on drafting the Scoping Document began in early
2021. SAG priorities were focused on finalizing Type N Hard Rock products and the
scoping is still in progress. Additionally, AMP staffing shortages resulted in delays to
the development and approval of the project Charter, which impacted the ability of the
contractor to begin work according to the original timeline. The project team is
currently developing the BAS from existing studies and the scoping document. These
are expected to be to CMER in May2024.




Project Timeline September 2021: Charter was approved.
May 2024: Anticipated delivery of Scoping Document to CMER for review.
FY25: Anticipated delivery of Study Design to CMER for Review

Expenditures to FY19-21: $21,023

Date
Complementary Westside Type N Experimental Buffer Treatment Project in Hard Rock Lithologies,
Projects and Westside Type N Experimental Buffer Treatment Project in Soft Rock Lithologies,

Project Sequencing SAA Sensitive Sites Identification Methods, SAA Detection/Relative Abundance
Methodology, Dunn’s Salamander, Buffer Integrity-Shade Effectiveness, Amphibian
Recovery, Riparian Characteristics and Shade Response Study, Extensive Riparian
Status and Trends Monitoring Program — Stream Temperature

Phase I: Westside Type F/S and Type Np Monitoring Project

Project Summary and Purpose

This study will inform the Overall Performance Goals to meet water quality standards and support the long-term
viability of covered species by evaluating the influence of intermittent stream reaches on water temperature and
FP-designated amphibian use. A previous CMER-funded study (Hunter et al. 2005) found that intermittent
stream reaches frequently occur near the origin of headwater streams (i.c., PIP), and that they exhibit one of two
spatial patterns of surface flow (i.e., a single dry reach located adjacent to the PIP, or flowing sections
interspersed with dry sections). This study will expand on previous findings by evaluating the influence of
intermittent reaches on stream temperature and amphibian use, as well as identifying how spatial and temporal
patterns of intermittency may differentially impact temperature and amphibian use. A project concept was
developed by the Type N Amphibian Response Program, LWAG and CMER in 2007. At that same time, an
exploratory data review from an existing CMER-supported study (see Quinn et al. 2007) was conducted. The
review provided limited information. Consequently, LWAG proposed waiting until the Type N Hard Rock
project was complete to determine how that study could inform critical questions and project need/development.
Though the Hard Rock Study focused primarily on 2nd order streams, it included an evaluation the entire length
of the stream network from the F/N break and upstream to the uppermost point of perennial flow (i.e., perennial
initiation point or PIP), including all Type Np reaches with discontinuous surface flow. Because of the pending
completion of the Type N Hard and Soft Rock studies, and the desire to understand the relationship between
intermittent stream reaches, stream temperature and FP-covered amphibians, LWAG proposes to continue work
on this project.

LWAG proposes data summary and study development in 2 steps:

Scoping Document: Summarize findings from peer-reviewed literature and Type N-related CMER and other
studies (including the Type N Hard and Soft Rock Projects) to provide an updated summary and best
available science for future study context and development. Findings will be included in a scoping
document to CMER and Policy.

Study Design: CMER and Policy can use the completed Scoping Document to assess the value of a field
study. If interest exists, a Study Design would be developed. LWAG anticipates that a study specific to
intermittent perennial reaches across the landscape would include an on-the-ground field evaluation of
Type Np intermittent stream reaches, identification of spatial and temporal patterns of intermittency, and
potential impacts of these patterns on water temperature (to address the water quality standards Overall
Performance Goal) and amphibian use (to address the long-term viability of covered species Overall
Performance Goal).

Determining the influence of intermittent perennial reaches on water temperatures and FP-designated amphibian
use would provide important information for evaluating the relative benefits of riparian buffers on intermittent
reaches, ultimately informing the riparian buffer rule for Type N streams. This project is intended to include both
water temperature and amphibians as primary responses.

Project Objectives

This project is identified as a Clean Water Assurance (CWA) Milestone.

It will inform the Overall Performance Goals of meeting water quality standards.

A field study will help identify the effects of intermittent perennial stream reaches on stream temperature and
FP-covered amphibians for the Westside FPHCP landscape.

It may also be used to inform the effectiveness of Type N prescriptions in reaches with intermittent perennial




flow.

MPS Budget*
FY20 FY21 FY22-24 |FY25**%| FY26 FY27 FY28 FY29 FY30 Total
$5,173 $39,827 $80,000 | $250,000 [ $360,000 | $360,000 | $360,000 | $250,000 | $1,705,000

*May 10, 2023 Board-approved budget. Budget beyond FY24 are estimates only.

**Note that the exact budget figures and timeline for future work beginning in FY25 will depend on a study design that would be
developed after scoping. FY25-FY30 funding amounts are preliminary estimates based on previous projects. These will be
updated as the project is scoped.



Roads

Project Name

Road Prescription-Scale Effectiveness Monitoring (Roads BMP Study)

Work Plan
Critical
Questions
Addressed (2023-
2025 CMER
Work Plan
Section 5.6.5)

Are road prescriptions effective at meeting site-scale performance targets for
sediment and water?

Project Elements

Effectiveness of road maintenance and BMP treatments in controlling sediment
production and delivery.

Responsible SAG SAG: Not associated with a SAG — oversight provided by CMER
and Project Project Manager: Alexander Prescott

Manager

CMER Scientist, CMER Scientist: Jenelle Black

Principal . . . .

Investigator, Principal Investigator: Charlie Luce (USFS)

Project Team

Project Team: Tom Black (USFS), Amanda Alvis [Manaster] (UW), Erkan
Istanbulluoglu (UW), and Julie Dieu (Rayonier)

Status/Phase

In July 2023, the fourth data collection season for the main experiment was
completed.

The project team continued to work on a tri-layer mass-balance model representing
vertical layers of the road prism. In this model, equations were developed for
calculating sediment fluxes between layers and production of fine sediment
from coarse sediment within layers. Further work was done to refine these
equations. Existing equations were used for overland flow sediment transport
on the top layer.

The data collected under the Micro-Topography experiment continued to be
analyzed by UW staff and students, including the finalization of code to
automate some of the data processing.

West Fork Environmental continues to be under contract to visit each site monthly
to download data, collect water samples, and repair minor issues at each
platform. Watershed Geo Dynamics is working with West Fork to process data
and provide QA/QC. The West Fork Environmental contract has been expanded
through FY25 to support the project in additional fieldwork and data analysis
tasks.

AmTest Laboratory is under contract to complete water/sediment sample testing
through FY25.

In February 2023, part 1 of the second year of the Short-Time-Scale
Parameterization experiment was completed. Part 2 was delayed until FY24 due
to issues scheduling for significant precipitation.

In February 2023, a synthesis paper looking at the literature surrounding traffic-
induced sediment production processes and examining the gaps in this research
has been completed and published in Environmental Reviews.




(https://cdnsciencepub.com/doi/abs/10.1139/er-2022-0032)

In April 2023, the project began to work with a forestry student at Green River
College to delineate detailed watersheds for site scale hydrologic analyses as
their capstone project.

In May 2023, the Washington State Department of Transportation was contracted
to analyze the rock quality of approximately 10 samples from sources used
throughout the project road segments. The results were utilized in the project-
wide rock changes occurring in the summer of 2023.

In May 2023, the Cost vs. Maintenance Survey was developed and distributed to
local road managers and engineers. The results of the survey informed the
allocation of BMPs during the summer change-over.

In June 2023, S&R Sheet Metal Inc. was contracted to repair previously fabricated
troughs and fabricate new trough covers in two lengths, 1-foot and 2.5-foot.

Amanda Alvis developed a paper discussing the results of the Ditch Line
Hydraulics Experiment, entitled “Using Additional Roughness to Characterize
Erosion Control Treatment Effectiveness in Roadside Ditch Lines ”. This paper
discusses using ditch line roughness to evaluate BMP efficiency, discusses the
theory behind using roughness as an efficiency metric, describes the
methodology of the experiment, and presents results from the experiment. The
paper was submitted to the journal Earth Surface Processes and Landforms on
June 2, 2023. Within the review process, major revisions were received on July
21, 2023, and the paper was edited and resubmitted on September 27, 2023.
Minor revisions were received on November 4, 2023, and the paper was edited
and resubmitted on November 15, 2023.

In August 2023, aging traffic counters were replaced at 19 locations across our
road segment network.

In September 2023, high flow sites with flumes were further modified to include
roughness elements to improve evenness of flow.

In October 2023, the DNR Pacific Cascade Region’s Heavy Equipment Crew
completed the annual road maintenance needs across the sites which included
the addition of new rock, implementation of ditchline BMPs, and road grading.

In October 2023, the project team completed flume calibration following the
installation of roughness elements the previous month.

Project Timeline FY23-FY26: Monitoring and data collection at 78 sites, data management and
QA/QC, equipment maintenance, conduct parametrization experiments and
continue model development.

FY27-FY29: Data analysis and report writing/review.

Expenditures
through FY23 $3,219,680
g::?cl:s n::ll:ltary Road Sub-Basin-Scale Effectiveness Monitoring; Road Surface Erosion Model
1 Validation/Refinement Project; Intensive Watershed-Scale Monitoring to Assess
Project .
. Cumulative Effects.
Sequencing

Project Summary and Purpose

This project addresses surface erosion sediment reductions from site-specific measures. This is accomplished
by empirical sampling of effectiveness of road maintenance, road surface erosion, sediment production,
sediment delivery and hydrologic connectivity, coupled with detailed physical modeling to better understand
and quantify the interactions of these elements with each other and with rainfall and traffic.

Project Objectives

The objectives of monitoring forest roads at the prescription scale are to (1) evaluate the effectiveness of road
maintenance categories in meeting road performance targets; and (2) identify sensitive situations where
prescriptions are not effective.


https://cdnsciencepub.com/doi/abs/10.1139/er-2022-0032

Budget*

Completion of

Report

Total
FY24 | FY25 | FY26 = FY27 | FY28 Fyzo | [Dstimated
Future
Budget
$587,3 3555,0 $596,0 3351,0 375,0 325,0
97 00 47 00 00 00 82,189,444
* Approved May 10, 2023. Board approved budget. Funding approved for FY24-FY25. Budget beyond
FY24 are estimates only
Project Phases by FY
FY21 FY22 FY23 FY24 FY25
Data collection, '
site maintenance Data collection, . . Sediment
for site repairs site maintenance Cost vs. Maintenance Ditch hn? and Trap .
and final model ’ survey. rock quality BMP Efficiency
i i change-over Experiment
$Z?§atlon’ development. Data collection, site geov ) *P
T et— Parameterization maintenance, model Data cqllectlon, GRAIP/WA
p ot studies: Micro- development. 51tedmla1ntenance, IS{SEM
Param eten.z ation topography (Yr. Parameterization gno E{ ey
studies: Micro- 2) Ditch-line studies. evelopment. Last year of
topography (Yr. Hydraulics (Yr. 2) ) Short-Time Scale data
1) and Ditch-line . Short-Time Scale (Yr. (Yr. 3) collection
: Short-Time Scale ’ ’
Hydraulics (Yr. 2) . . finalize
1 (Yr.1) Interim Project
). model.

Biennial Report.

FY26 FY27 FY28 FY29
Field equipment Completion of Final report review ISPR completed.
removal. draft final report. and revision. Final CMER approval.

Data analysis (all
experiments).

CMER approval of
Final Report.

6 questions drafted.

Findings Report delivered to Policy.

Present to Board.




RSAG

Project Name Riparian Characteristics and Shade (RCS) Response
Work Plan Rule Group Critical Question:
Critical . . . . .
Questions e How does stream shading change with buffer width and intensity of

o . 0
Addressed management across a range of stand types and characteristics in Washington?
(2023-2025 Program Research Question:
CMER Work e How does stream shading change with buffer width, stand conditions, and
Plan, 5.2.8) treatments (e.g., basal area, density, age, height, and thinning)?

Study Design Critical Questions:

e How does stream shade respond to riparian harvest treatments with different
stream-adjacent no-harvest zone widths and adjacent-stand harvest intensities?

e How does stream shade response to the riparian harvest treatments vary among
ecoregions where commercial timber harvest commonly occurs?

e What are the important patterns, trends, and relationships between stand
characteristics and stream shade response to the riparian harvest treatments?

Project Elements

Type F/N riparian conditions and stream shade

Responsible SAG RSAG

and Project Project Manager: Anna Toledo
Manager

Principal CMER scientist: Rachel Rubin
Investigator(s)

and Project Team

Project Team: Rachel Rubin, Jenelle Black, Joe Murray, Doug Martin, Mark
Meleason

Status

The PL, in coordination with the Project Team, has selected two sites in the
Northwest Coast ecoregion for implementation in summer 2024. The PI and PM
are coordinating with the landowner, Weyerhaeuser, to plan plot layout.




The RCS Prospective 6 Questions document was approved by CMER in August
2023 and delivered to TFW Policy in September 2023.

Project Timeline e FY22: Finalized study design and ISPR approval in March 2022. Began site
selection and field trial.

e FY23: RCS field trial field work completed summer 2023.

e FY23-FY25: Hire contractors, complete site selection, complete
implementation at 10 westside sites.

e FY26-FY27: Complete implementation at 10 eastside sites. Complete photo
processing, data analysis, and write final report.

e FY28: Final report review and revisions.

Timeline will be reviewed following implementation in 2024.

Expenditures FY19-FY23: $114,979

Complementary Westside Type N Experimental Buffer Treatment Projects in Competent and
Projects and Incompetent Lithologies (Hard Rock and Soft Rock), Eastside Type N
Project Effectiveness Monitoring Project (ENREP), Bull Trout Overlay Temperature
Sequencing Project, Solar Radiation/Effective Shade Project, Eastside Type F Riparian

Effectiveness Monitoring Project (BTO add-on), Buffer Integrity- Shade
Effectiveness Project, Westside Type F Effectiveness Monitoring Study,
Westside Type N Buffer Characteristics, Integrity, and Function (BCIF),
Extensive Riparian Status and Trends Monitoring.

Project Summary and Purpose

Field research examining the combined effect of stream-adjacent no-harvest zone width and adjacent-stand
harvest intensity (i.e., thinning density) on stream shade is limited. While other existing and planned CMER
research studies support decisions on the effectiveness of the Type F and Type N prescriptions tested, they
will not inform policy makers of other buffer configurations involving thinning. The purpose of this study is
to evaluate how stream shade responds to a range of riparian harvest treatments within environments
(ecoregions) common to commercial forestlands covered under the FPHCP. Results from this study will help
the Adaptive Management Program interpret and respond to ongoing and future monitoring studies that
directly test both shade and temperature and will provide information about how well alternative riparian
buffer prescriptions meet shade targets.

Project Objectives

The study has two objectives:

1. Estimate stream shade response to a range of riparian harvest treatments that combine different
stream-adjacent no-harvest zone widths and adjacent-stand harvest intensities (i.e., thinning treatments
or clear-cut).

2. Examine how stand composition and structure characteristics influence stream shade response to the
riparian harvest treatments.

Budget*
Total
FY24 FY25 FY26 FY27 FY28 Estimated
Future Budget
$177,993 | $142,238 $178,914 $283,914 $20,000 $803,059

* Approved May 10, 2023. Board approved budget. Funding approved for FY24-FY25. Budget beyond FY24 are estimates only.



Project Name

Extensive Riparian Status and Trends Monitoring — Riparian Vegetation and Stream
Temperature

Work Plan Critical
Questions Addressed
(2023-2025 CMER
Workplan 5.2.8)

Rule Group Critical Questions:

What is the current status of riparian conditions and the HCP-specified functions in
and along Type F/N streams on a statewide scale, and how are conditions changing
over time?

Program Research Critical Questions*:

What is the distribution of maximum summer stream temperature and 7-day mean
maximum daily water temperature on FP HCP lands, and how is the distribution
changing over time as the forest practices prescriptions are implemented?

What proportion of stream length, at the landscape scale, on FP HCP lands meets
specific benchmarks for water temperature, and is this proportion changing over
time as the forest practices prescriptions are implemented?

What are current riparian stand attributes on FP HCP lands, and how are stand
conditions changing over time as the forest practices prescriptions are
implemented?

* The above critical questions are provided as they currently exist in the CMER
Workplan. Project Research Critical Questions will be revised as part of the project
scoping phase.

Project Elements

Type F and N riparian forest structure/functions and stream temperatures. (7FW
Policy directed CMER to consider cost efficient add-ons, specifically such as
amphibian presence/eDNA in their April 2022 memo which the project team
describes here as ‘desired habitat conditions’.)

Responsible SAG and
Project Manager

RSAG

Project Manager — Alexander Prescott

Principal Investigator(s)
and Project Team

Principal Investigator TBD
CMER Scientist: Jenelle Black

Project Team: Jenelle Black, Hans Berge, Mark Meleason, Aimee Mclntyre,
Douglas Martin, Ash Roorbach

Status

Following a series of memos and joint workshops in 2022, TFW Policy gave a
summary directive to CMER in the March 2023 meeting, “Develop options for a
monitoring program to help determine how stream temperature and riparian
functions have changed or are changing in association with the application of the
forest practice rules”.

In March 2023 CMER approved the project team formed by RSAG.




In April 2023 Watershed DCG was contracted to assess and report on the
availability of both existing data needed, and future data to be collected, in order to
inform an extensive monitoring program for riparian functions and stream
temperature occurring within the millions of acres of lands where Forest Practices
Rules apply to forest management. Watershed DCG delivered a final report and
data appendix to the project team and RSAG in July 2023.

In May 2023 the project team approved a charter for RSAG review. RSAG
completed their review and provided feedback to the project team in September
2023. In October 2023 RSAG and CMER approved the project charter in October
2023. TFW Policy approved the project charter in November 2023.

Project Timeline FY22: Conducted joint workshops between RSAG/CMER/TFW Policy.
FY22: Policy transmitted two directives to CMER to initiate this project.

FY23: Project team was formed, data assessment contract initiated and completed,
project charter drafted and approved by RSAG, CMER, and TFW Policy.

FY24: Project team will initiate Scoping Document Development.

FY24-26: RSAG, CMER, and Policy Approval of Scoping Documents.
Expenditures FY22-23: $54,220

Complementary Projects | Extensive Riparian Status and Trends — Temperature, Type F/N Westside and

and Project Sequencing | Eastside; Riparian Characteristics and Shade Response Study; Mass Wasting
Landscape Scale Extensive Monitoring; Remote Sensing for Assessing Riparian
Stand Conditions Literature Synthesis Review; Extensive Riparian Vegetation
Monitoring Remote Sensing Pilot; Extensive Riparian Vegetation Monitoring
Implementation Pilot; Extensive Riparian Vegetation Monitoring, Model
Transferability Testing Draft Report

Project Summary and Purpose

The purpose of the Extensive Riparian Status and Trends Monitoring Program is to provide data needed to
evaluate landscape-scale effects and changes over time of implementing forest practice riparian prescriptions.
This information will inform State and Federal regulatory agencies if the Forest Practices Rules meet resource
objectives for key aquatic conditions and processes affected by forest practices and Clean Water Act
requirements. This program will also help CMER prioritize, plan, conduct, interpret, and assess scope of
inference of other CMER studies and monitoring work.

Project Objectives

The Timber Fish and Wildlife Policy Committee has directed CMER to, “develop options for a monitoring program
to help determine how stream temperature and riparian functions have changed or are changing in association with
the application of forest practices rules.” The objective is to build and maintain a status and trends monitoring
program that will evaluate how aquatic condition, riparian forest structure and functions, and the desired habitat
conditions they support change on the landscape scale.

Budget*
Total
FY24 FY25 FY26 FY27 FY28 Estimated
Future
Budget**
550000 | ss0000 | sso0000 | SO0 SERI0E 950,000

0 0

* Approved May 10, 2023. Board approved budget. Funding approved for FY24-FY25. Budget beyond FY24 are estimates only.



** Estimated budget does not reflect estimated need, due to undetermined project scope. Preliminary budget estimates will be determined in the
Scoping Document.

SAGE

Project Name

Eastside Type N Riparian Effectiveness Project (ENREP) (CWA Project)

Workplan (Rule
Group) Critical
Questions
Addressed

o Are riparian processes and functions provided by Type Np buffers maintained
at levels that meet FPHCP resource objectives and performance targets for
shade, stream temperature, LWD recruitment, litterfall, and amphibians?”

e Do different types of Type N channels explain the variability in the response of
Type N channels to forest practices?

e What is the effect of buffering or not buffering spatially intermittent stream
reaches in Type Np streams?

*Litterfall and amphibians are not included in the Study Design.

Project Elements

Change in stream flow, canopy closure, water temperature, suspended sediment
transport, large wood loading, upland canopy conditions, and aquatic life following
harvest on Type N streams. Harvest effects on downstream Type F waters where
treatment effects can be isolated.

Responsible SAG
and Project
Manager

SAG: SAGE

Project Manager: Anna Toledo

CMER
Scientist(s) and
Principal
Investigator(s)

CMER Scientist: Rachel Rubin

Principal Investigators: Timothy Link, University of Idaho; Charles Hawkins, Utah
State University

Project Team: Tim Link, Charles Hawkins, Rachel Rubin, Paul Robinson, Lana
Cohen, Daniel Nelson, Welles Bretherton

Status/Phase

Implementation of Study Design:

e Springdale and Tripps basins: Completion of two years of pre-harvest, harvest
year, and two years of post-harvest data collection.

e Blue Grouse basin: Completion of three years of pre-harvest, harvest year, and
one year of post-harvest data collection. Monitoring at Blue Grouse was
extended for one year to allow for two full years of post-harvest data collection.

e Coxit basin: Completion of two years of pre-harvest and harvest year data
collection. Harvest completed fall 2023.

e Fish Creek basin: Completion of two years of pre-harvest data collection.
Harvest is scheduled to span two seasons (2023 and 2024).

e Data collection includes: biophysical variables, including streamflow, wetted
channel extent, suspended sediment concentrations, stream shade, riparian
forest mensuration, large wood loading, temperature, and stream cross sections,
aquatic life (benthic macroinvertebrates), and habitat.

Expenditures
through FY 23

FY15-FY19: $944,876 (includes ENREP TWIG Participation and UCUT ENREP
Scientist)

FY20: $474,753
FY21: $729,177
FY22: $441,014
FY23:§738,152
Total expenditures through FY23: $3,327,972




Project Timeline

FY18-FY25: Implementation
FY26: Data analysis and final report development

FY27-FY28: Final report review and revisions

Complementary
Projects and
Project
Sequencing

Westside Type N Experimental Buffer Treatment Project in Hard Rock and Soft
Rock Lithologies (completed), Type F and N Extensive Eastside — Temperature,
Eastside Type N Forest Hydrology (completed), Eastern Washington Riparian
Assessment Project Phase I and II (completed), Bull Trout Overlay Temperature,
Solar Radiation/Effectiveness, Eastside Type F Riparian Effectiveness, Westside
Type N Buffer Characteristics, Integrity, and Function (BCIF)

Project Summary and Purpose

This project will help inform if, and to what extent, the prescriptions found in the Type N Riparian

Prescriptions Rule Group and/or a related commonly applied prescription affording more protection than the
current rules require (i.e., full-length two-sided 50-foot no-cut RMZs) are effective in achieving performance
targets and water quality standards, particularly as they apply to sediment and stream temperature in eastern
Washington. The discharge regime of headwater streams influences a number of functions including water
temperature and sediment transport. Although the effect of forest management on discharge has been studied
for more than half a century, it is not possible to fully predict management-related changes in discharge
timing or magnitude, because of the large variability in headwater attributes and functions and relative
paucity of research on the colder and drier eastside systems.

Project Objectives

The objectives are to inform Policy of the quantitative changes in FPHCP-covered resources, water quality,
and aquatic life coincident with forest harvest activities in eastern Washington, and to determine if and how
observed changes are related to activities associated with forest management.

Budget*
FY24 FY25 FY26 FY27 FY28 Total
$6536,7O $58(},37 $4829,63 $33é),68 $2726,44 $2.334.835

*May 10, 2023 Board approved budget. Funding approved for FY24-FY25. Budget beyond FY24 are estimates only.

Project Name

Eastside Timber Habitat Evaluation Project (ETHEP)

W(?r.kplan . Will application of the prescriptions result in stands that achieve eastside FPHCP
Critical Question . . . . . . N
Addressed objectives (forest health, riparian function, and historical disturbance regimes)?

Project Elements

Eastside forest health, riparian function, disturbance regimes, timber habitat types.

Responsible SAG SAG: SAGE
and Project )
Manager Project Manager: Jenny Schofield
CMER CMER Scientist: Rachel Rubin
lS)CI.enflst(s) and Principal Investigator: Rachel Rubin
rincipal
Investigator(s) Project Team: Ben Spei, Rachel Rubin, Mark Kimsey, Mark Teply, Charles Goebel
Status/Phase The study design has been approved by ISPR and will be delivered to CMER for

final approval in November 2023.

Expenditures

FY23: $106,849




through FY23

Project Timeline FY22-FY24: Study Design development and approval

FY24: Development of field manual and protocols, Phase I implementation
(framework development)

FY25: Phase I implementation (field data collection, refinement of framework)
FY26: final report writing and approval

Project timeline and budget will be refined following study design final approval.

Complementary Eastside Disturbance Regime Literature Review Project, Eastside LWD Literature
Projects and Review Project, Eastside Temperature Nomograph Project, Eastern Washington
Project Riparian Assessment Project (EWRAP), Eastside Modeling Evaluation Project
Sequencing (EMEP), Bull Trout Habitat Prediction Models, Bull Trout Overlay Temperature

Project, Solar Radiation/Effective Shade Project, Eastside Type F Riparian
Effectiveness Monitoring Project (BTO add-on).

Project Summary and Purpose

Washington’s Forest Practices Rules for non-federal forestlands in eastern Washington use a Timber Habitat
Type (THT) system to apply riparian rule prescriptions along fish-bearing (Type S and Type F) and perennial
non-fish-bearing (Type Np) streams (WAC 222-30-022). This system defines THTs according to three
elevation zones: <2500 feet (“Ponderosa Pine”), 2500-5000 feet (“Mixed Conifer”), and >5000 feet (“High
Elevation”). The riparian harvest rules specify different leave tree requirements for each THT.

Elevation bands alone, however, likely oversimplify the factors that drive forest stand development in eastern
Washington and further oversimplify riparian forest stand development in particular. While there is coarse
correlation between elevation band and climatic regime and, in turn, stand composition and structure (as
introduced by Daubenmire and Daubenmire (1968), the landform, underlying geology, aspect, and parent
material also influences soil moisture regimes at the watershed scale (e.g., Franklin and Dyrness 1973,
Lillybridge et al. 1995, Williams et al. 1995). Forest vegetation is further influenced at the riparian scale via
fine-scale differences in valley form, gradient, and groundwater-surface water interaction that affect
microclimate, soil development, and water availability (Kovalchik and Clausnitzer 2004). These constructs
show riparian stands express the influence of many factors besides just elevation.

Results from Phase II of the Eastern Washington Riparian Assessment Project (EWRAP; Schuett-Hames
2015) demonstrate the need for this further work. The author determined potential climax species for 103
riparian sites in eastern Washington using Cooper et al. (1991) and Kovalchik and Clausnitzer (2004) and
found that the distribution of these riparian forest vegetation “series” can span the THT elevational zones.
That is, some of the forest vegetation series were found above and below 2500 feet in elevation. Schuett-
Hames’ finding is compelling evidence that elevation is not the only influence on forest stand development.
Further, this finding also suggests that leave tree requirements based on elevation alone could be, at times, be
mismatched to factors dictating stand development at a given site. This finding supports the need to improve
the existing framework toward one that is more ecologically and silviculturally meaningful.

The purpose of this project is to develop an ecologically meaningful and reliable framework for applying
riparian harvest rules along Type S and Type F streams in eastern Washington.

Project Objectives

Objective 1: Develop a framework for applying riparian harvest rules in eastern Washington based on the
FPHCP functional objectives and performance targets (Schedule L-1, Appendix N).

Objective 2: Test the preferred framework(s) for characterizing eastside riparian forests using data collected
in the field.

Budget*
FY24 FY25 Total

$160,52 $162,00

| 0 $322,521



* May 10, 2023 Board approved budget. Funding approved for FY24-FY25. Budget beyond FY24 are estimates only.

UPSAG
Project Name Unstable Slopes Criteria Project (CWA Project)
Work Plan Are unstable landforms being correctly and uniformly identified and evaluated for
Critical potential hazard?
Question
Addressed
Project Elements Unstable landform identification, landslide susceptibility of different
slopes/landforms
Responsibl Project Team: Unstable Slope Criteria
e TWIG+, SAG: UPSAG
SAG, and Project Manager: Theryn Henkel
Project
Manager *The Project Team was formerly organized as a Technical Writing and Implementation Group (TWIG)




Project
Team
and
Principa
1
Investig
ator(s)

Status/Phase

Expenditures to
Date

Project Timeline

Complimentar
y Project(s)
and/or Project
Sequencing

Project Team Members: Dan Miller, Ted Turner, Julie Dieu, Jenelle Black, Tiffany
Justice, Susan Shaw, and Jeff Keck

CMER Scientist/ Principal Investigator: Elise Freemen

The Unstable Slopes Criteria Project consists of five distinct projects approved by
Policy in April 2017:

1. Compare/Contrast Landslide Hazard Zonation (LHZ) Mass Wasting Map
Units with RIL (this project will be incorporated into subsequent projects per
ISPR review comments).

2. Object-Based Landform Mapping with High-Resolution Topography

3. Empirical Evaluation of Shallow Landslide Susceptibility and Frequency by
Landform

4. Empirical Evaluation of Shallow Landslide Runout

5. Models to Identify Landscapes/Landslides Most Susceptible to Management

The Project Team is currently completing mapping for Project 2, Object-Based
Landform Mapping with High-Resolution Topography Study, in order to evaluate the
consistency in landform mapping among observers, and between observers and
computer-generated mapping. The team is also working on revising and finishing the
final report for this project. The report is scheduled to be presented to CMER early
in 2024.

A Study Design that combines the Empirical Evaluation of Shallow Landslide
Susceptibility and Frequency by Landform (Project 3) and the Empirical Evaluation
of Shallow Landslide Runout (Project 4) was approved by UPSAG and CMER in
March, 2023 and was sent to ISPR at that time. The study design received final
approval after addressing ISPR, in September 2023. The project team will focus on
developing the Prospective 6 Questions and Implementation Plan documents, and
beginning implementation in 2024.

FY23: $26,138
FY21-FY23 Biennium: $59,575

The project is estimated to continue through 2027:

FY2020 — Completed ISPR review for Project 2 and developed implementation plan.
FY2024 — Continue work on Project 2 and work to complete draft final report.
FY2024 — Develop and complete ISPR review of study plans for Projects 3 & 4.
FY2024 — Initiate work on Projects 3 & 4.

FY2025 — Complete work on and develop final reports for Projects 3 & 4

FY2026 — Develop a study plan and initiate ISPR review for Project 5.

FY2026 —Finalize study plans and begin implementation of Project 5.

FY2027 — Completion of work on Project 5.

FY2027/2028 — Development of final report for Project 5.

Mass Wasting Effectiveness Monitoring (completed), Literature Syntheses of the
Effects of Forest Practices on 1) Glacial Deep-Seated Landslides and Groundwater
Recharge and 2) Non-Glacial Deep-Seated Landslides and Groundwater Recharge
(both completed), Deep-Seated Landslide Research Strategy.

Project Summary and Purpose

This project will evaluate the degree to which the “rule-identified” landforms defined in the Forest
Practices rules (WAC 222-10-030) identify potentially unstable areas that are likely to impact public
resources or threaten public safety. The project will be designed to evaluate the original Forests & Fish
Report Schedule L-1 research topic: “Test the accuracy and lack of bias of the criteria for identifying
unstable landforms in predicting areas with a high risk of instability” (FFR p. 127). The project replaces



the Testing the Accuracy of Unstable Landform Identification Project, based on feedback from Policy at
the November 2010 meeting. At that meeting, UPSAG presented two interpretations of the original
Forests & Fish Report Schedule L-1 topic and asked for direction as to how to proceed and prioritize
efforts. The Project Team (formerly organized as a Technical Writing and Implementation Group, or
TWIG) understands that Policy’s direction was to evaluate the landslide susceptibility of different
slopes/landforms in the interest of evaluating current rule-identified landforms and
identifying/characterizing additional potentially unstable landforms. The Project Team developed a
document that summarizes Best Available Science and proposed alternative approaches for addressing
the critical questions; the TWIG’s preferred alternative was approved by Policy on April 6, 2017.

Project Objectives
The project will be designed to evaluate the landslide susceptibility of different slopes/landforms in the interest

of evaluating current rule identified landforms and identifying/characterizing additional potentially unstable
landforms.

Breakdown by Project FY24 FY25 FY26 FY27 Total
Budget Budget Budget Budget | Remaining
Budget

Object-based landf

jeci-based “and orm $14,800 $14,800
mapping (Project 2)
Shallow landslide
susceptibility and runout $40,145 $49.210 $89,355
(Projects 3 and 4)
Mgt S tibili 25,000

gt Susceptibility §75.000 | ° $100,000
modeling (Project 5)
Total Budget $54,945 | $49.210 | $75,000 | $25,000 | $114,035
Budget*

*May 10, 2023 Board-approved budget. Funding approved for FY24-FY25. Budget beyond FY24 are estimates only.
y pp g g app g Y y

Project Name Deep-Seated Landslide (DSL) Research Strategy Projects

Are unstable landforms being correctly and uniformly identified and

Work Plan Critical .

T A evaluated for potential hazard?
Does harvesting of the recharge area of a glacial deep-seated landslide
promote its instability?
Can relative levels of response to forest practices be predicted by key
characteristics of glacial deep-seated landslide and/or their groundwater
recharge areas?

Project Elements Forest practices effects and response levels on deep-seated
landslides.

Responsible SAG and Project SAG: UPSAG

Manager Project Manager: Theryn Henkel

Project Team and CMER Scientist/ Principal Investigator: Elise Freeman

Pr1nc1!)al Current Project Team: Julie Dieu, Anne Weekes, Jennifer Parker, Rachel

Investigator(s)

Pirot



Status/Phase Strategy approved by CMER (2018)

Project components completed to date:
4.1 Model Evapotranspiration in Deep-Seated Landslide Recharge
Areas
4.2 Glacial Deep-Seated Landslide Literature Synthesis
4.3 Non-Glacial Deep-Seated Landslide Literature Synthesis

Currently in Study Design Development:
4.5 Deep-Seated Landslide Mapping Objective
4.6 Landslide Classification

Future components:
4.7 GIS Toolkit Development
4.8 Groundwater Modeling
4.9 Physical Modeling
4.10 Landslide Monitoring
4.11 Evapotranspiration Model Refinement (as needed for modeling)
4.4 Board Manual Revision Project (intermittent process pending
direction from the FP Board)

Expenditures to Date Expenditures prior to FY24: $155,600

Project Timeline The Study Design for the Landslide Mapping and Classification Projects
(4.5 and 4.6) was developed and received UPSAG approval in April, 2023
and CMER approval in August, 2023. The study design is currently in ISPR,
with expected return late 2023. The Study Design will go out for solicitation
in early 2024 and implementation will begin once the solicitation process is
complete.

Through the development of projects 4.5 and 4.6, tools will be developed
that will inform Project 4.7, GIS Toolkit Development and later elements in
the larger strategy (4.8-4.11)

Strategy implementation will continue to 2029 or beyond.

Complimentary
Project(s) and Project
Sequencing

Complimentary Project: Unstable Slopes Criteria Project Strategy.

Project Summary and Purpose:

The strategy utilizes the results of the literature reviews for forest harvest effects on glacial and bedrock deep-
seated landslides to address key knowledge gaps identified during the literature reviews and to address
questions from the Forest Practices Board and Policy regarding the potential effects of forest practices on deep-
seated landslides.

This strategy includes a description of multiple projects, identifies their priority, timeline, sequence, and
estimated cost, and describes the relationship between the project and the critical questions. The strategy
evaluates the existing CMER deep-seated landslide work plan projects and proposes revisions.

Project Objectives

The objective of the research strategy is to evaluate the potential effects of forest practices on deep-seated
landslide processes, to include initiation and transport, and risks to public resources and public safety. This project
includes mapping and describing different landslide classes, which are the first steps toward evaluating the
potential effects of forest practices.

Budget*
Total
Project Description FY 2024 FY 2025 FY 2026 FY 2027 Remaining
Budget**



€ Landslide Mapping & 1 ¢150 000 | $150,000 | $85,000 $385.000
4.7 GIS Toolkit Development $25,000 $25,000
4.8 Groundwater Modeling $25,000 $50,000 $25,000 $100,000
4.9 Physical Modeling $25,000 | $50,000 $25,000 $25,000 $125,000
4.10 Landslide Monitoring $65,000 $75,000 $140,000
Total DSL Budget 225,000 | 5% 9001 200,000 $100,000 $775,000

* May 10, 2023 Board-approved budget. Funding approved for FY24-FY25. Budget beyond FY24 are estimates only.

**The budget includes the near-term estimates; however, project work budgets may extend to 2032 or beyond.

WetSAG
Project Name Forested Wetlands Effectiveness Project (FWEP) — Chronosequence Study
Workplan Rule Group Critical Questions:
g:(:ct;l(:ns What are the magnitude and duration of effects of timber harvest in and upslope of
Addressed forested wetlands on water regimes, water quality, habitat functions, and aquatic

resources in those wetlands, in downgradient waters, and the connectivity
between them?

Are current Forest Practices Rules for timber harvest in and around forested wetlands
effective at meeting the Forest and Fish aquatic resource objectives and
performance targets, and the goal of no-net-loss of functions of those wetlands?

Program Research Questions:

What are the effects, and their magnitudes and durations, of forest practices on water
regimes, water quality, plant and animal habitats, and watershed resources in
forested wetlands and linked (via surface or subsurface flow) downstream
waters?

How does timber harvest in forested wetlands alter processes that influence
hydrologic regimes in those wetlands, in downgradient waters, and the
connectivity between them?

How does timber harvest in forested wetlands alter processes that influence water
quality in those wetlands and in downgradient waters?

How does timber harvest in forested wetlands alter processes that influence plant and
animal habitat functions in wetlands, in connected waters, and in surrounding
uplands?

How well do current Forest Practices Rules in forested wetlands meet the Forest and
Fish aquatic resource objectives and performance targets, and the goal of no-net-




Project Elements

Responsible SAG
and Project
Manager

CMER Scientist
and Principal
Investigator(s)

Status/Phase

loss of functions of those wetlands by half of a timber rotation cycle?

FWEP Chronosequence Project Research Questions:

The FWEP Chronosequence study strives to answer two sets of research questions
derived from the CMER work plan’s critical questions (Hough-Snee et al. 2019):

1.

How does forested wetland hydrology change over time following post-harvest

forest stand development? Specifically:

a. How does the hydrology of recently harvested forested wetlands compare
to the hydrology of recently undisturbed second-growth forested wetlands?

b. How does the timing, duration, and magnitude of flow and material
transport differ between recently harvested and recently undisturbed
second-growth forested wetlands?

2. How do forested wetland vegetation and canopy-mediated habitat conditions

change over time following post-harvest forest stand development?

Specifically:

a. How does recently harvested forested wetland vegetation composition
compare to recently undisturbed second-growth forested wetland
vegetation over time?

b. Do canopy and vegetation-mediated habitat attributes (e.g., inundation
duration, soil, and wetland temperature, etc.) converge between recent post-
harvest forested wetlands and recently undisturbed second-growth forested
wetlands over time?

Timber harvest effects on forested wetlands and wetland forest practices prescription
effectiveness.

SAG: WetSAG

Project Manager: Jenny Schofield

CMER Scientist and PI: Tanner Williamson (NWIFC)

Project Team Members: Debbie Kay, Joseph Murray, Amy Yahnke, Nate Hough-
Snee, Douglas Martin

ISPR and CMER approval of the FWEP Chronosequence study design in
December 2019.

The Prospective 6 Questions document was delivered to Policy in August
2020.

The FWEP literature review, database, and webmap were approved by CMER
in June 2020 and presented to Policy in August 2020.

Wetland Intrinsic Potential Tool Final Report was approved by CMER in
April 2021 and presented to TFW Policy in June 2021.

Wetland Intrinsic Potential Tool Final Report answers to the Six Questions
was approved by CMER in April 2021 and presented to TFW Policy in June
2021.

The Wetland Intrinsic Potential Tool was published in October 2022 in
EGUsphere. (https://doi.org/10.5194/egusphere-2022-665)

FWEP Chronosequence Project Management Plan was developed and
approved by CMER in October 2022.

FWEP Chronosequence pilot sites (4) were selected and instrumented in
October of 2022.

Remaining FWEP Chronosequence project sites (20) were selected and
instrumented in June of 2023.


https://doi.org/10.5194/egusphere-2022-665

o Field data collection is ongoing by the project team through Summer 2025.

Project Timeline FY22: Hire principal investigator. Complete project documents, site selection, field
reconnaissance, and instrumentation of pilot four sites.

FY23: Instrumentation of 20 sites, data collection and data QA/QC
FY24 - FY25: Data collection and data QA/QC.
FY26: Data QA/QC, data analysis, CMER-approved final report.

FY27: ISPR-approved final report, Findings Report, begin FWEP BACI study
design.

FY28: Develop FWEP BACI study design and complete WetSAG and CMER
review.

FY29: ISPR approved BACI study design. Develop site selection and data
management document. Initiate site selection.

FY30: Year 1 BACI data collection.

Expenditures FY17 - FY20: $182,968

FY21: $11,312

FY22:$29,200

FY23:385,005.67

Sum of all FY expenditures through FY23: 608,485.67

Complementary Forest Practices and Wetlands Systematic Literature Review (complete); Statewide
Projects and Forested Wetlands Regeneration Pilot Project (complete); Wetland Management
Project Zone Effectiveness Monitoring Project (planned); Wetlands Intensive Monitoring
Sequencing Project (proposed)

Project Summary and Purpose

Phases I (Chronosequence) and IT (BACI) of the FWEP projects will look at the effectiveness of forest practices
prescriptions to protect, maintain, and restore aquatic resources, namely water quality and wetland hydrologic
and ecological functions (CMER 2021). It will be evaluated to determine if they achieve the FPHCP goal of no
net loss of functions of wetlands (Schedule L-1) “...when measured over the length of a harvest rotation,
although some of the functions may be reduced until the midpoint of the timber rotation cycle” (WAC 222-30-
010(4)), while meeting state water quality standards.

The Forested Wetland Effectiveness Project is designed as a two-phase, scientific investigation into how
forested wetlands and their connected waters are affected by forest practices, as presently implemented under
Washington State DNR’s Forest Practices Rules. This FWEP Chronosequence study is the predecessor study
to a BACI study on how forested wetlands recover from harvest and will help inform how disturbance associated
with forest harvest is affecting forested wetland hydrology, habitat, and water quality over time. The
Chronosequence substitutes space for time, studying multiple sites at different development states post-harvest
(two, ten, twenty, and 40 years), in lieu of studying a set of sites over the same 40-year time period.

Project Objectives

The primary research objectives of the FWEP are:

1. To examine how well current forest practices rules meet the performance target of a no-net-loss of wetland
functions by half of a timber rotation cycle (= 20 years), and Washington State Department of Ecology
water quality standards.

2. To develop study designs that, when implemented, will yield information on the changes in wetland
functions and associated aquatic resources due to the implementation of forest practices under existing
forest practices rules.




Approved MPS Budget*

FY22 FY23 FY24 FY25 FY26 FY27 FY28 Total
Budget
$368,9 $189,7 $171,5 $116,2 $55,0 $55,0 $200,0
34 53 62 19 00 00 00 31,156,468
Revised Budget

Pre-FY22 FY22 FY23 FY24 FY25 FY26 FY27 Total
Spending Budget
$194,279 $144,279 $280,176 $173,305 $165,024 | $85,000 | $35,000 $1,077,063

*May 10, 2023 Board approved budget. Funding approved for FY24-FY25. Budget beyond FY24 are estimates only.

Wetlands Management Zone Effectiveness Monitoring

Project Name

Workplan Rule Group Critical Question:

Criﬁcf‘l e Are current Forest Practice Rules-specified wetland buffers (WMZ) for Type A
Questions and B wetlands (WAC 222-16-035) effective at meeting the Forest and Fish
Addressed

aquatic resource objectives and performance targets, and the goal of no-net-loss
of functions of those wetlands?

Program Research Questions:

What are the magnitude and duration of effects of timber harvest occurring upslope
of Type A and B wetlands on processes, functions, and aquatic resources within and
downstream of those wetlands?

How effective are current forest practice wetland buffers at facilitating no-net-loss
in wetland functions following timber harvest?

Project Elements

WMZ effectiveness, wetland functions, wetland forest practices prescription
effectiveness, in-stream LWD targets.

Responsible SAG SAG: WetSAG
and Project Project Manager: Jenny Schofield
Manager
CMER Scientist CMER Scientist and PI: Tanner Williamson (NWIFC)
I Pl:lllc1pal Project Team Members: Debbie Kay, Joseph Murray, Amy Yahnke, Douglas
Investigator(s) .
Martin
Status/Phase Scoping. Initial steps for this project would be to review past-approved CMER study

findings and combine those results with additional relevant science into a draft BAS
report.

Project timeline

FY22: Updated project charter.

FY23: Develop scoping document. Initiate WetSAG and CMER review of scoping
document.

FY24: CMER approval of scoping document. Policy Six Questions Document for
the scoping phase. Initiate project study design.

FY25: Complete study design and initiate WetSAG and CMER review of study
design.

FY26 - FY34: Complete CMER review and ISPR of study design. Phases will




include site selection, field implementation, data analysis, reporting, and approval
processes. Timeline will be determined based on the scoping document.

Expenditures Expenditures to date: $0

Complementary Forest Practices and Wetlands Systematic Literature Review (complete); Statewide
Projects and Forested Wetlands Regeneration Pilot Project (complete); Wetlands Intensive
Project Monitoring Project (proposed); Wetland Intrinsic Potential Tool (WIP) (complete);
Sequencing Forested Wetlands Effectiveness Project (in progress)

Project Summary and Purpose

This project will evaluate wetland functions to determine if the target of no-net-loss of hydrologic function,
CWA assurance targets, and hydrologic connectivity are being achieved. This would include informing these
two research questions: 1) test whether the wetland prescriptions are effective in preventing downstream
temperature increases beyond targets, and 2) evaluate the effectiveness of current WMZs in meeting in-stream
LWD targets.

Problem Statement

The Forest Practices and Wetlands Systematic Literature Review (CMER #12-1202) highlighted the lack of
applied research projects focused on the effectiveness of wetland management zones (WMZs) for Type A and
B wetlands at meeting the Forest and Fish aquatic resource objectives and performance targets. Adamus notes
in the Wetland Research and Monitoring Strategy (2014, CMER #12-1203) that extrapolations from studies
examining effects of forest practices on streams are “fraught with many interpretive difficulties.” Some of these
difficulties are attributed to variations in sampling and data analysis, short duration studies that would be
ineffective at monitoring wetland functions, and variations in buffers from those prescribed specifically for
wetlands. There is little research specific to forest practices and wetlands in the Pacific Northwest, and no TFW
or CMER research relative to the effectiveness of forest practices WMZs for large woody debris contribution
(LWD), shade, meeting water quality targets for receiving streams, or other functions. Thus, this study will
build upon the Forest Practices and Wetlands Systematic Literature Synthesis to further test whether the
functional objectives for fish, wildlife, and water quality are met through the application of WMZs and BMPs
for WMZ management.

Purpose Statement

The purpose of the Wetland Management Zone Effectiveness Monitoring Program is to evaluate the
effectiveness of WMZs for Type A and Type B wetlands in meeting the targets outlined in the FPHCP, namely
no net loss of functions of wetlands (Schedule L-1), “...when measured over the length of a harvest rotation,
although some of the functions may be reduced until the midpoint of the timber rotation cycle (WAC 222-30-
010(4)). Similar work is being done with forested wetlands for the Forested Wetlands Effectiveness Project
(FWEP).

Project Objectives

This project will evaluate wetland functions to determine if the target of no net loss of hydrologic function,
water quality standards, assurance targets, and hydrologic connectivity are being achieved.

This would include informing two Schedule L-2 research questions:

1. Test whether the wetland prescriptions are effective in preventing downstream temperature increases
above targets.
2. Evaluate the effectiveness of current WMZs in meeting in-stream LWD targets.

Budget*
FY22 Total
- FY26 FY27 FY28 FY29 FY30 FY31 FY32 FY33
FY25 Budget




$0

$100,00
0

$360,00
0

$360,000

$360,000

$360,000

$360,000

$100,000

$45,000

$2,045,00
0

*May 10, 2023 Board approved budget. Funding approved for FY24-FY25. Budget beyond FY24 are estimates only.
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January 10, 2024

TO: Forest Practices Board
FROM: Tami Miketa, Manager, Small Forest Landowner Office

SUBJECT: Small Forest Landowner Office and Advisory Committee

Small Forest Landowner Advisory Committee
The Small Forest Landowner Advisory Committee met on October 24, 2023. Topics discussed
were:
Discuss SFLAC Charter, Mission, and Work Plan
Roles and Responsibilities of the SFL Regulation Assistance Fish & Wildlife Biologist
Forest Carbon and Habitat Enhancement Program and Categorical Alder Exemption

SFLO Program Updates

Forestry Riparian Easement Program (FREP)

To expedite the purchasing of FRE easements, the SFLO hired a Forest Check Cruiser to cruise
the qualifying timber within each easement in the FRE Program and the Rivers and Habitat Open
Space Program. In the past, these two programs have used third party timber cruise contractors to
conduct this work. This has proven to be a long process and on numerous occasions we received
just one bid proposal or no bids at all. It has become a severe bottleneck to the easement
acquisition process, and having a cruiser full time on staff will certainly expedite the process.

Family Forest Fish Passage Program

The Family Forest Fish Passage Program replaced 8 barriers this last construction season
opening 53.82 miles of habitat for fish. For the 2024 construction season, the program is
planning on completing 15 barrier removal projects.

Rivers and Habitat Open Space Program
The Rivers and Habitat Open Space Program will be purchasing 4 easements this biennium.

Regulation Assistance Program

As you know, the Small Forest Landowner Regulation Assistance Program has foresters located
across the state to help landowners navigate the Forest Practices Rules. The program also has one
Fish & Wildlife Biologist to assist landowners with water typing and any wildlife related topics.
Since the beginning of this biennium, July 1, 2023, these foresters, and biologist have assisted
over 240 landowners.
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Long-Term Applications (LTA)

In this Forest Practices Board report, the SFLO regularly shows the status of Long-Term
Applications. There are currently 315 approved long-term applications that have passed Phase 2
of the process. This is the same number of approved LTA since the end of the last reporting

period (10/04/2023).

LTA Applications LTA Phase 1 LTA Phase 2 TOTAL
Under Review 4 0 4
Approved 1 315 316
TOTAL 5 315 320

Upcoming Events
Upcoming Forest Stewardship Coached Planning Courses

Winter 2024 Vashon Forest Stewardship Coached Planning Course — Wednesdays starting
February 21, 2024

Spring 2024 Friday Harbor Intensive Forest Stewardship Coached Planning Course — March 28 —
30, 2024

Spring 2024 Snohomish Forest Stewardship Coached Planning Course — Tuesdays starting April
2,2024

Spring 2024 Key Peninsula Forest Stewardship Coached Planning Course — Thursdays starting
April 4, 2024

Fall 2024 Preston Forest Stewardship Coached Planning Course — Tuesdays starting September
3, 2024

Please contact me at (360) 902-1415 or tamara.miketa@dnr.wa.gov if you have questions.
T™/
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January 26, 2024
MEMORANDUM

To: Forest Practices Board
From: Darrin Masters, WDFW Senior Forest Habitat Biologist, Forest Habitat Section
Subject: Upland Wildlife Update

The following provides a brief status update for ongoing or pending actions pertaining to priority wildlife
species in forested habitats:

Marbled Murrelet

1992: Federally listed as Threatened

1993: State listed as Threatened,

1996: Federal critical habitat designated

1997: FPB enacted State Forest Practices Rules

2017: State up-listed to Endangered

2023: Proposed expedited rule making for recommended changes to WAC 222
2024: New murrelet rules take effect

The species’ status has not improved since state listing in 1993. State-wide, Washington’s Murrelet
population has declined by 4.1% annually (2001-2020) overall. It has declined by 3.3% annually along the
Washington coast (2001-2021) and 5.0% in the U.S. portion of the Salish Sea (2001-2020) (Pearson et al.
2022). To put these numbers in perspective, in the Salish Sea during the breeding season in 2001 for
example, there were an estimated 5,740 birds. In 2020, there were approximately 3,140 birds in this
same area. There has been nearly a 50% decline in the regional population over those 20 years.
Following the 2017 state uplisting to state Endangered status, the Washington Department of Natural
Resources (WDNR), in consultation with the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW),
recommended that the Forest Practices Board (Board) support a forest practice rule assessment
including relevant stakeholders. WDFW established a Murrelet Wildlife Working Group (WWG) to
evaluate efficacy of the Forest Practices Rules (Rule), identify potential Rule modifications to improve
clarity and implementation, and provide recommendations to the Board. The WWG completed its work
in May 2023 and recommended several changes to Rule. The Board accepted the changes and approved
the use of the expedited rule-making process. Rule-making was completed in August 2023 with the date
of implementation scheduled for January 1, 2024. DNR then convened a group comprised of some WWG
members and DNR foresters and forest managers to revise Board Manual Sections 14 and 15 to reflect
the new Rules. The sections were finalized in November and December and prepared for distribution in
advance of the effective date for the new Rules. Two online training presentations for foresters,
landowners, consultants, tribes, and WDFW biologists were conducted on November 30 and December
11, 2023. The online trainings covered all changes to the Rule and the updated methods in Board
Manual 15. A total of 158 people attended the online sessions. Each online training was followed by
field training. Three field sessions were conducted to give people from the four west side DNR Regions
the opportunity to attend. Field trainings were held near Naselle, Forks, and at the Gold Basin
campground on Mountain Loop Highway east of Verlot. Each field session focused on Murrelet platform
identification and practice, suitable and occupied habitat identification and delineation, and managed
buffer layout and leave tree calculation. A total of 63 people attended the field sessions. A third online
training and a fourth field training near Olympia are scheduled for February 15 and March 6
respectively.



WDFW continues to monitor Marbled Murrelet populations at-sea in the Puget Sound and Straits (most
recently monitored in 2022) and the Washington coast (monitored in 2021) every other year during the
nesting season. These are the only data available to assess Murrelet abundance and trends. The NW
Forest Plan Effectiveness Monitoring team’s 25-year report has been published (Mclver et al. 2021) as
well as a report on trends in habitat conditions (Lorenz et al 2021). The 2020 and 2021 at-sea survey
reports are now available (Lance & Pearson, 2021; Mclver et al. 2021) and a paper on winter trends over
an eight-year period was recently published that found strong non-breeding season declines in Puget
Sound (Pearson et al. 2022). Research in collaboration with Dr. Beth Gardner and PhD Student Sierra
Gillman at the University of Washington is ongoing. They are developing predictive density surfaces for
the murrelet and examining the factors driving changes in abundance and distribution.

Contact: Taylor Cotten (t.cotten@dfw.wa.gov)

Canada Lynx
1993: State listed as Threatened

1994: FPB enacted voluntary management approach

2000: Federally listed as Threatened

2017: State up-listed to Endangered

2023: Draft Federal Recovery Plan to be released in December

With the 2017 up-listing to state Endangered status, it was recommended that no action be taken to
include lynx in the Forest Practices Rule designation for critical habitat (state) and to maintain existing
voluntary protections. WDFW continues to explore lynx conservation opportunities in collaboration with
landowners, Canadian federal and provincial entities, US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), US Forest
Service (USFS), conservation organizations, tribes, and academic partners. The goal is to refine recovery
actions that can be implemented in the near- and long-term to benefit lynx conservation in Washington.

Evaluation of Forest Practices Applications (FPAs) on private lands continues in order to identify
potential impacts to lynx habitat. Given wildfire impacts in northcentral Washington, WDFW has
pursued ongoing coordination with partners to bring awareness of the importance of balancing habitat
protection with the need to address fire risk, including on federal lands.

Under DNR’s Lynx Habitat Management Plan (2006), DNR and Washington State University (WSU) have
begun developing a proposal to investigate the effects of different pre-commercial thinning designs on
snowshoe hare use of habitat, vulnerability to predation, and sources of mortality. The information
gathered may then be used to better inform forest management treatments favorable for snowshoe
hares while also providing increased foraging opportunities for lynx. DNR and partners are nearly
complete with the pretreatment phase of the project and are beginning planning for the treatment
phase. Additionally, Colville Confederated Tribes is leading a lynx conservation project and they released
19 lynx from 2021 to 2022 into the Washington Kettle Range. They actively trapped in October,
November, and December of 2023 with the goal of translocating 10 more lynx to release in this
reintroduction area. We understand that seven were actually released although this number is
unconfirmed. WDFW and partners (USFS, WSU, and Conservation Northwest) have proposed a long
term lynx monitoring project for the northern Kettle Range to evaluate the ongoing and extended
success of the Colville lynx reintroduction during and following the last releases. It is possible that this
monitoring effort could begin this summer.

To further lynx conservation, WDFW participates in ongoing multi-agency surveys for lynx in the North
Cascades, WDFW maintains a current database of verifiable lynx detections, and WDFW is currently
updating the periodic status review for the lynx (last done in 2017), and this updated version is expected
to be available for public review in Spring 2024.

Contact: Jeff Lewis (Jeffrey.Lewis@dfw.wa.gov)



Northern Spotted Owl

1988: State listed as Endangered

1990: Federally listed as Threatened

1996: FPB enacted State Forest Practices Rules
2012: USFWS designation of revised critical habitat
2016: State retention of Endangered status

The Northern Spotted Owl (NSO) population has continued to decline primarily due to ongoing
competitive interactions with Barred Owls. The Barred Owl removal experiment, which included study
areas in Washington, Oregon, and California, indicated, among other findings, a positive response in
survival rates NSO following Barred Owl removal (Wiens et al. 2021). The USFWS has developed a Barred
Owl Management Strategy and its draft Environmental Impact Statement to address Barred Owl
management and subsequent conservation of NSO in Washington, Oregon, and California. WDFW
continues to be a Cooperating Agency in the process. The public comment period for the Strategy and
DEIS closed on January 16%.

Barred Owl management is essential to NSO recovery; however, modeling suggests that NSO population
trends will be slow to respond. NSO populations are fragmented and some of the remaining owl pairs
may be approaching reproductive senescence. Models to assess approaches to population
augmentation suggest this strategy can increase the rate of NSO population recovery when used in
tandem with Barred Owl management. Given this need, a NSO population augmentation feasibility
assessment began in January 2024. This work is led by WDFW and is being undertaken collaboratively
with USFWS and other NSO experts. The primary goal of this project is to develop a science and planning
document that assesses the feasibility of NSO augmentation in select WA populations. This document
will clearly define the augmentation objectives, identify and assess risks, and detail the measures of
performance. This document will be used by WDFW to guide decisions about using augmentation as
part of NSO population recovery efforts in WA and related management actions.

The Department has finalized the 2023 NSO Periodic Status Review. No change to the endangered status
is recommended by WDFW. The final document will be presented to the Washington Fish and Wildlife
Commission during the January 2024 meeting.

Contact: Emilie Kohler (Emilie.Kohler@dfw.wa.gov)

Fisher

1998: State listed as Endangered

2016: Federal status: Final decision for west coast DPS - not warranted for listing (April 2016)
2018: Ruling on 2017 withdrawal of proposed ESA listing, USFWS ordered to revisit that decision
2019: Federal revised proposed rule to list fishers, excluded fisher in Washington

Fisher reintroductions into Washington have been completed by WDFW and cooperating partners, with
a total of 260 fishers, including 90 in Olympic National Park (2008-2010), and 170 in other federal lands
within the Cascade Range. Non-federal landowners can continue to voluntarily enroll in the Candidate
Conservation Agreement with Assurances (CCAA) and receive federal regulatory assurances if the fisher
were to become listed under the ESA in the future. By enrolling in the CCAA, landowners agree to follow
basic conservation measures that protect fishers that may use their lands. To date, 62 entities who own
or manage 3,442,491 acres of non-federal forest lands are enrolled in the CCAA.

WDFW and project partners are continuing the long term monitoring of reintroduced fisher populations
in the state, following the 2013-2016 monitoring project on the Olympic Peninsula. WDFW and project
partners conducted a distribution and occupancy survey (using camera stations) of much of the federal
lands in the South Cascades Ecosystem from October 2022 — July 2023. Data analysis of this survey are
ongoing, but our preliminary results included the detection of fishers at >=28 of 102 functioning survey
stations. This survey effort is now being implemented in the North Cascades Ecosystem with



deployment of 155 camera stations from 15 September to 15 November 2023 and station revisits to be
conducted in July of 2024.

Contact: Jeff Lewis (Jeffrey.Lewis@dfw.wa.gov)

Western Gray Squirrel

1993: State listed as Threatened

2002: Petitioned for Federal listing

2003: Federal listing denied

2013: FPB enacted voluntary management approach
2016: State retention of Threatened status

The finalized Periodic Status Review (Wiles et. al. 2023) for the western gray squirrel (Sciurus griseus)
was presented to the Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission (Commission) on October 28, 2023. In
this review, staff recommended to uplist the squirrel to state endangered. The recommendation was
prompted by the documented trend of 21% primary habitat loss across the state since 1993 (Vander
Haegen et. al. 2023) This, combined with the isolated nature of the three subpopulations, which limits
their ability to disperse, puts the state’s western gray squirrel population at risk.

On November 17, 2023, the Commsission voted unanimously to uplist the squirrel to state endangered.
On December 28, 2023, it was officially added to the list of wildlife classified as endangered species in
WAC 220-610-010. After uplisting, WDFW sent a memorandum (WDFW 2024) to DNR that stated their
recommendation for next steps to the Board. WDFW recommended that the Board support WDFW's
initiation of a western gray squirrel Wildlife Working Group to:

1. Evaluate the existing volunteer protection measures completed to date and determine if they
were implemented successfully and/or provided adequate protection.

2. Develop new alternatives to enhance or rebuild the existing volunteer measures as needed.

Consider the requirements for Critical habitat under WAC 222-16-80.

4. Develop recommendations on how to protect WGS habitat during timber harvesting and
mitigation measures for land conversion by development. This could include conservation
incentives and creating landscape approaches that encourage landowners to protect habitat.

5. Consider whether developing new Rules would provide benefit to the species or whether
revised volunteer measures would work.

w

Contact: Emilie Kohler (Emilie.Kohler@dfw.wa.gov)

Future Updates to the Board

The Forest Practices Rules require that when a species is listed by the Washington Fish and Wildlife
Commission and/or the U.S. Secretary of the Interior or Commerce, WDNR will consult with WDFW and
makes a recommendation to the Forest Practices Board as to whether protection is needed under the
Critical Habitat (State) rule (WAC 222-16-080). WDFW and WDNR coordinate to anticipate federal
actions and to respond to changes in the status of species addressed by the rules.

cc: Tom O’Brien (WDFW)
Hannah Anderson (WDFW)
Taylor Cotten (WDFW)
Julie Smith (WDFW)
Brandon Austin (WDFW)
Saboor Jawad (DNR)
Marc Engel (DNR)
Colleen Granberg (DNR)
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